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CENSUS DIVISION

AREA  STUDY
UPPER MENDI
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The area contained in this area study is that of
the Upper Kyandi Ceneus Livision, containing sone ninetsen
village groups,y epeskiny two distinct dialects namely
PLRDIG D and IX BONGU,

This area is situsted gpproiimately north-east of
Lendi end is bounded on the north-sast by the lapua New
Guinea border and the vestern Hishlunde - outhernm Highlaude
porcer, on ‘he south-e»st oy thé lower slopes of Mt., Giluwe
el. approxinately 14,400 feat and on the south-west by Mendi
Town anc¢ envircna. ™he noerth-western boun:c zxy consists of
the liendi River.

The rust notanle geographical feuture is locoted in
the north-eastern sector and consiste of a larse aroa of low=-
land locslly referred to as the Bircp swampe. The remainder
of the ares is roliing hill country, henvily woocded in some ‘
sreas and the remeinder is heavily covered sith native gr-sees, @
kurai ané pi‘pit.

The elevution ¢f the populated regions varies from
approxinately 5,200 feet to 7,E0C feet &8s previously mentioned
the region includes the slores of kt. Giluwe however this is
not inhubited dve to the cold conditionz even occasional anow
beinp r:ported on the upper arees. The northerm sector being
the higher part of the habited arexz has a higher ruinfall,
aporoximately 150 inches per year snd lower average te:zpersturec
caused by the effeet of lL.t. Giluwe, whilst the lower zreas
experience rainfall between 100 to 120 inches per year and
much more azreesble tenpersturees.

.ccess to the area i3 muinly by four-wheel drive
vehicle inco 8ll but three villa'e zroups. The muain artery
through the area is the lendi-icunt Hagen road which is 2 road
of good standard maintained to =main road stsndards and is
usually naviguble in all weather. The remaining roads ure
locally built and naintsined by the people.

The nearecst sirstrip is located at Fendi, it is of
P.CeZ% gtenderd and i alse the mazin eir supplier for the
remaindier of the distriet. Two charter companies, Kecair

and Te.iele operute from MHendi as well as acheduled flipghts
by lesteine and snsett.
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The town of lendi is nnt only the Cub Dis rict
heedouarters but also Listrict Headquarters and rpreviously
mentionec lies ufjacent to the ores in guestion.

— ———

This part of the Mendi Valley was originelly
: contacted in early 1950 and & settlement began in 1951. All
‘8 ¢f the arez is under sdwinistration influence and as is
18 explained later on hes also been one of the foundation areas
to come undexr local government influence in the Distriect.

‘ _ The pcople theuwselves ~re ¢2r.rally law-abiding
*jf : and consistant serious crimes are >t coumon in the area,

i usually lawlessness consists of ing or minor domestic
»a ! disrutes whick get out of hand. There is no evidence of

“é" ‘ cultism except for traditional sorcery which although is

;;éf alnost ispcssitle to pin down is undoubtedly prevalent in

g the region. FYerhars the only form of cargo cult experienced
would be in connec.ion wi'i Trade otores, these people have
developed a fetish re¢arding this subject and is exenplified
in the farcical situation in one village where two trade stores
crerate under the same roof in coupetition for a marxet than
can hardly suppourt one store. There are approximately 6C
"recognised" storee serving s pcpulation of 8,000 which gives

a coverage rate of 1 stcre per 130 pecple with an avertge
income of $1.50 per head which is in fact a completely i
ludicrous aituaticn. till tiere are even rore applicat%dﬂl
for licerces Leing lodged.
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! This however may only ve a stage in the evolution
of husiness as the economy hes reached saturation level and
wany of these stores must eventuslly fail leaving room for
; developuent in othar fields.
; Hovever the majority of the people are ancd will
i ? remei. for a long time typical highland subsistence farmers
;; with little or no anbition.
it
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Atteched ig 2 copy of the population figures set
out os laid down in the Lecretury's Instruction of 25/11/71.

The only main trencs which came to life during the

census affected the groups at 5irop and angemenda.
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st Birop which is in close proximity to the
vestern Highlends Listrict border at hendep, where the
berder seenirdy encroeches into the Southern iHighlanis,
several large clans have been divided by tiis political
border, Consequently for zeverzl yeurs there has teen a
shifting population percially residing in the Jestern High-
lands Uistriet and partinlly in the Southerm Highlends District.
At the time of the census ¢ nuuber of pecple had moved to

500 £ AN M) VI W 8V e

Eandep and had iadecd been resid:ng t ere for up to two years.
These pecrle arc geewingly in =z state of wilc confusion because
the: recide and pay their council tax to the uestern Highlandus
yet moct of their relativeg and friende live in the Lcuthern
Highlands.

I feel that the only soluticn to this problem is
for those who do reside and pay tax in their respec.ive areas
to be censueed in thet area, anc refused aduission to the other
census book unless they cun prove resicency snd tux payment to
that particular area, and indeesd I f~llowed this process during
the current census.

- et ——————
L

The other trend noticed during the census was at
Angaranda, o small clan located in the Egaxi area. There
appeares to have been a dispute auwcnygst these people over a
death in the clan. Censecuentl; several smaller family groups
apparently rfelt that discretion wi.s the bette: part of valour
and heuded for safer pastures. (1 & toval population of 340 it
was found thiat some 45 had woved out and -ettied ia other areas
mosatly within the Census livision. The split in clans occurred
shertly after tlhie last cengus, i.e. 1969. oince then the
splinter groups have been ¢ nsorbed into other clans and apprarent-
ly heve no cesire to return to their forner hoiesn.

hpart from these twe instances there has been very
little change in the overall population trend, working frow
the "clc system" popnlation registers, it was impossible to
obtsin s balance betieen the former and the present cencus.
This occurs nainly Lececusge curing the time between censuses
two tax collecticne had been made in the area ae well as new
births entered intc the census books. W¥hen it came to
decifering the bocks it was c¢iificult te debeérmine which
enyeries had been mace bhetween the censuses, thus a valance
wae net pessible.

cee slso Apperdix C. 'oa¢ 59
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wituation existed where grievonces were ezsily

forgotten,

Often foruer enenies would joip tcgether

to fight & cormon {oe or make & new conguest.
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: two.
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Definitejy the wost uggressive anc succeesful group
in the :rea - althcugh at time idministr:ticn entered

did not control much land.
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fraditional leader of all clene

o education

Never been out of District

although Les finel
68y in everything.

Aged but unimprescive

~on of Kisagop
Cbviously groomed to tuke ovor.
.ppears to be pro administration and local
Government .
at present commands a great Jeal of respect
frow people.
Has been tc Hagen although not educeted.

lresent local Government Councillor.
Unimpressive. 4
Luspect has little poewer, more cf & frontman. -
Llthough his father was the traditional ,;1
Councillor, i.e. settler cf disputes (minor). ‘

All mipor clan le:sdere little influence
over afriars of the group as a whole.

Iraditional leader

wxtremely influential althcugh rules from
the backsround,

Uses front men very well.

Clé village Constable now "coumittee'
prears to te influential.

£I0 Al
although not happy with

‘nistration and locel Governwent
present Councillo:

from Kelta.

Sing eing leader.
eelthy (traditionally) although
probably front man.

lew
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ALé EAYU 2
PAI*IA WALUA <
VOIABE KIM ¢
POMBA ERZNE 3
WENDO KCEGRU

. WAEIU ﬁlNQEEELs

Kinor influc ace only.

Fiesent l.G. Councillor
Trefiticael clan lesder

uite eut:rlligent, merried.

Visived Veatern Highlonds Districte

Pro Administration anc local Covernuent.

Praditional le= ier of
karried.
Mever been cuvside liegtrict.
Influential in own clan - nov much cutuide

clan.

iﬁl&!ﬂkn?d?VBAGﬁ: Freseat ecouncil” .r.
; Tr.ditional leader of
Very influential,
Fro Administration &nc Local

sll clans
marsied.

overnment.,

2 Clan lecsers
¥ainly act es committecs.
A1l governed by KUl . Ga.

¥raditionsl Clan le .cer

Coumittee

Pro &dﬁ%ﬁigtnution and Local Government
; e |

Game 88 abava..
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len, iaflluential - not as

uch &8s above.

Clan lesder

Little influence in Klareg
Conmittee

Varried

Altheugh neued separatsly this is one homogencus goup,
consisting of twe Clanst

(verall hcacre of both groups.

Illiterete, travelled to Jelials
Narried, .ro sdninistration améd Loecal
Govornwents

Leader of lesuer /AJNGI clan

Influence in that clumn only very little
over whole group

Illiterate, merried, visited ..H.L.

Lraditional lesder - influential
Jyo sdministration and local Government.

Yo pidgin -~ nevor travelled.

lesaar lesader of smaller clans ~ has
Little iniluence
Visgited Hagen and speaks i.dgin.

Minor c¢lin leader ~ little influence

cutside clan.
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U}szributed tc nephews = ynen brothars.
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However the situation 88 it

to be more the rule &8

1t is interesting to note that toe wel
reople Al80 retoin land usage rights in their

stands io Birop tencs
‘pplioablnvtovall other aress visited.

ority ol the
mothers aress

That is Af thedr sother is from & wmm\w\Mpﬂw

right extencs to wa

st Do tic~ can they et ~wnership te thisc lends

b. CACH CRUXS

Coffee) tried dub unnuCCCIBIul

plelks P
pyrethru®s growing put people not henpy with
reurng, 1+€e 4500 flowere per 1b.=166?
Cettley Lre panis buiil partislly - ueverl
(e s ffee = 8E above
fyrethrul = a8 8DOVE
Cattle - npon exisvinle
- ‘ ‘/
:'\' } ('
2R3 ),
1 ¢
)
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vLALLG ¢
G J
o LG /
Vaedd ¥
/
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EORN Cattle ;ro;ect stocked, reuecnatly succcssfuln

In gnneral the pajority O
in the parketing ot thedir labo

force) 18 engnied
jgsm towarss a¢ veloping thod

very 1ivtle enthus

xing gardens snd grezing 1iveasacks, however
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It ip & pity that there is so mueh readily available
vork in the kiendi area, as I feel thut thie is & wajor contri-

tution to the luck ¢f rural developuent.

Departrents such ps Fublic ~orks who ere at present
sngaged in twu major projects, i.e. Lendi-lalidu kowd amd the
Vendi-Foroms Romd, both of which employ lavowre - ir lerg
nusbers, end ec well employ & comsiderable luiour force in
normul rctivities. Theee contribute considerably to the
deiinquency of the crea bLys=-

i) ewrloying large masses of lsbour
11. not showing discretion ee to where this labour
is recruited.

This of course crectes sn ettitude whereby wost of .
the younger men &c not worry atvout developing their own aurgd
beceuse if they recuirc momey it is simply o uatter of yolng
to work for @ few weeks until they sccrue sufficiert for thelr

purposes.

However this i1l be dealt with in mere detsdil dn
section (1) of this study.
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Literacy in Lhe ares patrolled ix not of & high 'R
standard, although resent educ tion encdeavours ere naking
inroeds on the area as a whole.

There ar. only two schocls actunlly lcceted in this
census division and of thec<e only one is recognised as being
of acceptable standard.

o el 5 gy e

This one is the Ccuncil maintained frimary °'T°
School located et Mopel. The school has & teachers for 128
pupils located in 4 standards, i.e. 1,35,5 and 6.

R e A s i

The remaining school is located &t Abua and is
scnducted by the Lvangelical Bibhle Miseion. Tunis school is
concerned more with the teschings of their particular religions
dogaa although they co conduct reguler cylabus les:cions for
standerd one enéd slso have, what war described as a "prep"
class.

any yupils who sre interested enough to wani %o
pursus their studies beyond standerd one are encouraged to
do it by correspcndence ard &re cu ervised by the mission l#ﬁ!f«_

Cutaide of the census divieion boundaries there are
three other Primary schocls and one High sechool withim a
reesonable trevelling distapce frou scme parts of the area,

The western ares is served by & Frimary 'I' school
located at Bela. Thiz schc 'l provides & complete education
through the rrimary Syllabus.

The southern end of the aren is served by a lrimary
'iL' Uehoel and a Irisary 'T' Schecol, both of whick s&re located
in kendi Town. 11@

s “‘_-w’ R TR SRR

The High <chonl is in Mendi also and is adjacent
to the area and several students #re attending clesses trere.

Fywever these are mainly concerned with the future
literacy of the area end do not imclude present standards.

It wac found during the patrol that the better
educated cf the pecple were those who are working for the
Adpinistration, Council or kissione, smd only couprise a small




zincrity of the total population. (f these, only 7 pecple
could resd un’ write in Lnglish, these being the school
teuchers anc the “urcpesn kKis ionusries.

However several people were literste in iidgin,

1.e., Aid Fost Crderlies anc IFission workers,

The remainder of the populetion are liuited
handful of ex lebowrers who have usually worked either on
rlancutions or in other highland ar¢as und have learned to
speak Pidgir although tiey cannot resd or write it.

% a

(See Aprendix B iege 2 y for figures)

q 0
i g w"“‘“’;‘*%"“‘?’:@ : Al o




NI ! s llV.)\'u

The pecvple of hin srea still weintain most of

their traditional prectices, thie includes thelr steéncard F3Y
of 1iving. i -
S |
. HLULIFC: OB
(2 ‘-5
(nee agéin in this sphere tradition dovinates with ' E |
3
(

eople enguging in corpunel Jivinge. %This usually consists

nost D
of low roofed housed built around or

af the elongated variety
close to the trecitional "sing sing grounc". These houses

are built from bush materiels and ususlly consist of pit pit

or berk wells wiih kunei grasg roovVeS.

In scme hemlets the tradition of yegregeting the

sexes pessists, 1.e., "haus wan” and "hous era although

this practice is cefinitely waning &nc peing repluced b,
"fuuily® houses for intergreted living.

A few incivicuals are peginning to vuild mors
“Lurcpeanised” houscs, althougn still of Lush wuterials are
constructed with nigh walls of pit piv watting end with sepurute
interior walle. These uwtally house only an imedin?e family,

{.6. wives &nd ch:ildren. 3

e ECULS . "
n . &

Even with che influence of trade stores anc the » e |

larper steres in Mendi, trocitional foodotuffs continue %o = B

dominate. The most prelific of these 45 undoubtedbly "raukau"

¢ set potato) which is ¢t411 the staple cdiet of the peovite b %
¥ 5 I ‘B

TPo this is added sugsr cane and introduced vyegetables sueh o8

cabboges, besns snd curmets.

The only ment eaten in the ares is pig, vhich is.not i

This is only consuned duving a tradi- i S

gn evoryany occurence.
are pot infrequent through this and

tional "pig k111" which

peighouring aress.
¥ el
The other main iteus consumed are those yurchased x
from stores, the bulk ol this c~nzisting of whige rice and
cunned makersl pike. Although the consuxers of this require s S I N
poney to purchase the goods, several people use it to vary .
their main food of keu kau. The nost prolific eaters of fisch : ‘
=t .




end rice are the younger pecple who esrn wopes and have
usually worked on (rolects where such rations have been
isoued to the workers. .~ hilst the clder people atill
doggedly adhere to the traditional foods.

The situetion fcr dress is ciwiler Lo that of food
wvhere the clder people tenc towerus the traditional, whilat
the younger generations are influenced Ly Luropean standerds,

Traditionsel cress for malee consists of « strip of
bark saround the midiiff which supports, at the back "tangat®

Wy 2 "

leuves and at the lront & saad woven "Lilum" or cloth made
frow handspun suring.

The fewale garb is traditionally & “pul-pul®™ or
grass "nodesty" panel at Loth th: frout anc reur.

However as mentioned before "_.urcpean" influence
ip dress is becowiny wuite obvbug, with shorts 2nd shirts for
the melese and "meri" tlouses anc skirts for fewsles.

in the more noriherly parte of the asrea"sols.irts”
are nct only popular put extremely neccusary s Lhe temperature
ean “rop several degrees in & shovt tinme.

d« BE ﬂUhg;ut

he sree itself produces very little and the major

-2

infiuences ternd to come frow cutside. <Jhe enly cash in the
area is circulated through the Lrede stores crnd $his accoumts
for almest 90% of the bunk bLslanc: s in the vicirnity.

The zajority of ~ush incowcs euinate from labourers
wapes earpel on projecte conducted Ly .. ... au. kendi Council.

A sumsary of benk blasnce  cun be seen in Ap en?ix U
on page %

I fee). that the bank balandes would ucccount for no more
tkan 5/ of the mone; in the ares but this is cnly an asaukption
as no accurate Aurvey cen be mede. However om this lLasis a
figure of {1-6v per head of population can ge gusged Tor eres.

Total bankssvings 3433
x 70% &
13732

Total ilop. B641 or apiroxe. »1.50 per hesd.

’*’i‘n:" a
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liseion representation in the srea is quite considerable
although most of it is conducted by loceal catechists or pastors.

The oniy exception to this is at Abua where an
Awerican Lvangelist and his wife run a stution for the w.vargsl-
ical Bible Mission. The Lvangelist Mr. Geramd buston conducts
the norral miscicon business and in sddition he &lso meintains
8 trode store and hes & serious interest in rural development.
The wiscion has coniributed a great dssl to the immediate area
in not only knowledge but also casu, uwost of whioch was paid
out to have an uccess road built to his ststion from the Abua
Road. The mission hes also tried to interest the people ia
cash cropping the main one bLeins potatoes which are ideally
ruited to tie area, however as with wost other similar situations
the local people show interest imn projects only to the point
where ti.ey stop receiving "hand outs" or ers required to put
something into the project themselves.

Mr. Buston's wife also an american, is & gualified
nurse ond runs & clinic to treat the local populace as well as
supervising the mission "schocl™ located on the propertys

Th¢ remaining mission influence is effected by the
Capuchin Mission an¢ the Lutheran Mission groups with a small
"sphere of influence" being maintained by the United Chuxeh.

The former two maintain smell "statione" whica usually
consist of a btush materials "church" s1d a house for the "care-
taker" usually referred to as a pastor or catechist. These
steticns are Irequently visited b, either priests or ministers,
the former being based at the Capuchin kisaion in kMendi and The
lacter coming from the Lutheran Mission based at Tambul in the
Western Highlends District.

The United Church, formerly the kietbodist Cverseas
Kission, hus extenced its "influence" into a small sectiomn i
the southern part of the area.

Luperficially it appears as thol h mission influence
18 quite substantial thio'ghout the area, however ia actual fact
the pecple ~re only "infl-ienced" to the point of get.ing as much
as t »y csn for nothing, an¢ indeed indulge in the pructice of
playing one mission against another, in order to improve their

prospects.

A AR L NI, oot . (= ol - P . zmas 3 . N
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However most of the people still ectively and cpendy
practice thedir tr:ditionul forus of ancestor and "tambaran"

worship. This although practised ~penlv does invoive &
certcin amount of deceoption when missionaries are present ) 8

or ia the arca.
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The orly non indigenes

living in the apea Patrolleqd
vwere the “vangeligtg

from the E.k.k. ag Adbua - Gersiq buston §
and his wife apg small daughter, who are Urited Stateq citizcnl._[r

Others who viait the are

® arc confirmed to govern-
tments ang visiting miss

ment depar ionaries.

£ J —————
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alalio: kost of the area paetrolled iec zccessible via
reasonably well kept roads, waicb includes the mein road
from Mendi to )ount Hagen. The secondary rouds encompass
a'l villages except Kambael, Wabarate, Jcl sné Vungura and
at present the people are working on a roud to link these
villages with existing roade &t Fangal and Nene.

~IKLTRIFE: The only airstrip in the area is the zain strip
at Mendi which ia of L.C. 3 standard and adjacent to the
area patrolled. There are no suitablec sites for further
airsiripe in the arees, in fact “here ie nc firseechle need
for one thare.

RIVERE: There is only one navigable river, that is the
Mendi, which fcrms the western border of the census divisicn.
Thig is navigeble only fcr smell craft, i.e. canoces, &s '
there are innumersble rapids anu skhallcws.




Thape &re MO persons exporienced and using cdther
technical or clericol ckille in tke ares. The gnl: pudﬂn ’
exceptions Lo this are the ex wtanderd ﬂﬂw*ﬂh snmd,
ususlly work after finistiing wehool end r ..n,:cﬂhufﬁ a2
I.7. Bewbers throughout this sreas Thise would be the emly
poseddidities su the vast majority of the mssses are m

However several of She yeseuns 15 the 8xed CeW
as working cvtgide the Distries Suring \'v mm cay
4n positions shere clerfcsl or teshnissl skills &
%o their homs sres whether their sc uired ﬂkﬂhmw .

to uoe in their owWm mi.nn.
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The Upper Mendi Census Division ie probebly the most
mqmumm.ummswnmwu
brought about by the fact that the road icatis
very good, with approximately 8CX of the m ‘
by vehiclae. , Mm

Faoqwens: whedvs’ by A&zum m :
ensbled & reasondbl> sive Folitical Béucetion
tobourrhtms A!“m pro £
mnmﬂﬁtrﬂvﬁ‘-‘

m:- it is quite spperent that like she majority
of peoples 4m mot only the Mendi area dut the eantire District,
t:ese pecple ere not able tc fully comprehend and therefore
appreciate the need for a solid understancing of the poutﬁd .
situstion and how it will directly affect them. & |

- o
R ol N AR

1 u true to say that there have been some shanges
in their attitudes and indeed there undexstrnding of sost of
the processes of government, however these tend. o beosly =
amcngst the younger people and concern only the bzsiec concepte
of government.

In gersral it could be said that the ultre Wﬁﬁﬁ
80 often attributed to the Highlends is personified in tlese
peoyle. The older generations appesr Lo find the whele Lusinese
too confusing snd consequently dismiss it frow their ainds,
taking the attigude thet everything is quite ressomable as 4%
is and is indeed much Letter tham it used to be se why ehange it.

With an attitude like this prevelaat throughout @»
ruling classes, i.e. older generation, it nas Jeen found theé
the taak of preparing these people for the eventual handover of
government is almost &n insurmountable problem. There is no
forseeable way in which the process could be speeded up as it 2»
impossible to force knmowledge on a mind thet is mot seeking 1%,

and wnat is more is not in the least interested.
e

The omly possible hope for the future is that the -

sceds implanted in the ninds of the younger generation will
devel.p intc a situation of political awareness .
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the econemy of the azea im guestion is still based
on a subsistcnce ferming end will indeed remain so, unlass
the people themselves find some way of overcoaing sheir
reticency regerding lend.

%

ﬁau have heen several viable propossls put ioreard L
for development of these and other lamds, however 1iil idems = !~
are instantly quashed beiause of the nroblem of ohtaining land. ;]

LIHE )

-

Skl

¥

The preple either singularly or en masse have &

"dog in the panger" attitude teo land, &nd cpnsequently refuse %
to pert with even amall trects sbish are virtuslly ussles: te §
them but could be devsloped with the yropes cepital.

; 7
"

Thus the ares romaiu in a state ot sdvanced \ i
stagnatlion.

The main crops of the asrea are the basic need type
such a8 sweet potato, towro, sugar cane and a few vegetables. ;5' |

The larger part of the economy is still vased om
traditionsl vslues snd goods such as pigs, ce: sowaries and
shells, although money is meking quite an impression on their
jdeals.

As in most ceses their are exceptions to the pule,
there are some entreprencurial typez im the sre:, sost of whcm
have set their sights or cattle projects, whish if mamaged
properly have & good return for their initial investment.

In oth - ‘solatea pockete some people are doggedly
persisting in tryi:g to irow pyrethrun flowers whieh .3 a
project introduced by L.se.u.tfs This srea is supposes to be
suitable for the cultivation of the pyretiuum flower and cver
the past few years several “pushes" have beem moukved by
LefiebaFe in order to interest the peolle in growing them.
Hcwever ti initial propaganda for this - -~v was either mise~
leading or misuncerstood by ithe people, as the majority were
under the impreesion that %his would be the 51G cash orop.
Unfortunately small holcer hlocks of no more tham onRe acre are
definitely not an eccnonic proposition and this has led to the
disillusionxent of the e ple. 4As wns explained to the writer
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by one such perron who said thet he had looked after the
garden, picked and dried the flowers aver & period of several
months apd received lecs than $1.20 in peyment.

Thy orly vther aspect of ecomomic development is
the Trade Store, these are bescoming slmost an institution in
the ares, and mwcst of those hu.pdctod By the writer were hirdly
covori.u their costs and in m ﬂ‘m hsd very ittle’-
1des of runring & business, %o a1l sutward sppesrances & Trad-
3"8‘ ie sisply o status sysbol, although they are providteg 3

nprvm %o the concunity. See &bpndlz A Page 30’ tok detmile,

: Another eccavnic facit of the ares, which is being
developad s the labour force, slthough this does ne¥ diwewly
lop the ares it m,wuwmwmw

%\u@lutnm.uomc.' '




As explained in the preceeding scction the greatest
deterrenrt to economic development is the faraticism with which
the pecple hold onto their land,

The area patrolled has immense poseibilities for
eoonoric development in a voriety of spheres. tome of the becs
cattle grazing lend in the Sub District is loceted in this
erea - the poterntial for development cf & -large scale cattle
industry is available. However the people will not part with
this ground as they graze their pige om it,

Another pivposal recently put forward by an expert
in the field, was that of farming trout i the Birop swanps.
This is a large area of low level watershed which, with 1ittle
capital outlay could be developed into & large socale fish :

farming industry.

...

Including the potential for export cf not only cannsd %
fish meat, but also live spawn for which there is an inexhéust- |
eble ovmou narket. Once sgain discucsions with the people
et with the same results, they ugreed thet the ground was
useless for 5!0!1!5 anything, they still xrazed their pigs on
ite It was cxpllinoa to them that this practice would be
eanuxagpd if a fish industry was ertzblished, as their pigs
could graze above the higk water maerk still the enswer was 0o«

o
g

The caly obvious pos itllity for ‘evelopuent for this
ares io t¢ concentrute on suall holder development wherc an
individusl or a srell group is edble to obtain a customery title
to land. There are several posribilities for this type of
development, including cattle projects and pouliry farmipng
end market gardening. Some experirentnl ercps heve been tried
and perhaps the cne with the gre:test potential is that of
potatoes. It has been found that in the higher sreas potétoes
grow not only im good cuantities but also of & high (uality
and as a marxetabvle yroduce would cell very well in Keundi anad
even has pcesibilit.es to be transported to Mount Hagen.

Unfertunately this as with other propcsals have met
with a cool recepticn frcw the meuple. There a pesrs to be
no interest whatescever in d velipment of the 2rea.

A
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The area patrolled hes been under the influsage of
iocul government since 1962 when the c¢riginsl Upper Mendi
Looal Government Council was c¢stablished at Bela. Llater
when the Covmoil was expanded and moved to kendi, this area
became the oldest inm the Councils spheie.

Faoq’
B X
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Coussuentlvy this census divieion hes gained
considerably both directly end indireetly. This has all . .
contributed to whet could bo described ss a fevoursble cttitude |
to locsl govurnment on the whole. 1

= P

-

Ia this srea the Couneil has established two iid
Posts, one Primery 'i' Behool and a water suiRly aroject .
which elthough not wholly successful bas shown the. people that
there has been interest in their srea, and this is appreciated. |

i o aana el e Adveag” &
Even thougb old prejudices have prevented some of

the better men to contest the Counsillors pesitigms, some of
the present serving members sre keen and conssientious. i

The people &re teginning te realise that local
governzent is a strong force in the caamunity and instances of
intence lobdbying are comimg to thefcre. Even though most cases
érc zcmewhat nisdirected the people 2re beginming to grasp
the rculities of the situation.

Unly in séme iBolated instances has there been &ny
organised qgyosition to locsl government. These can mainly
be attrituted to either luran error or risunderstanding by
the naenes a8 to linits on the Cowmcils influence with govern-
nent depsrtments.

However it could be ssid that the people do take an
active intcrest in local government particularly when they cam
o.tain airect bencfite for theuselves. It i3 hoped however
thet this will eventually lead them to a wider sphere of
interest and perhaps a btetter greup of all forms of government.
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The pecple ¢f the mrea do not have what cne sould
describe as any particular attitude to the Central Govermmeat.
They reslise that it exists to administer the country and:
euploys the public zervantes thurough whom they deal when the
ccoasion arises.

These pecple ore more concermed with their omm -
wm-.mummumwm
perscnal equilibriue then they make use of the services tha§ |
mmm‘.mmtumkmormm
or didiman,

{,,-:

‘ nummmmmwmm’
government itself. ZThey consider that it is a growp i
Moresdy who meke laws and gemerally rum the eoumtry Iike e
large council, which 1t is how it's oftsn deserided. &)

Hoxsver it elways remsins to them somethiag & ,
end as such they are convinced that they will nevex m ”“*
understand h.uumrhowwchthqmuumty :
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
s
)
x
Report Number. MANDI_PATROL NO. 3.of 1971/72. !
Q. ... ¥
Subdistrict......... . kPP GED R 3
............................................................................................ ‘}
District......... ... SO UTHERN H I}MDS et o : f
................................................................................ {
Type of Patrol.. CENSUS, ...~~~ g
Patrol Conducted by A-J . .WE’.#AD..:...A.a.qi.-.tsn.t....Pg.trol..erinm: ..... &
Area Patrolled , Kambiri Cenpsus Diyision
(Council and/or L MondiLocalGov.rn.Q t Couneil.
Census Division/s.) l ....................
Personnel Accompanying Patrol :
.................................................................. i
Mr..N..C.ements (Leprosy Control) |
Dhoma Maia - Interpreter... e | |
g R T TS N
N e 3
Durazion of Patrol—from......9.../.8.. /71 w.21/8../721.... i
Ne. of Days........... e A A R N SIS ’
Last D.D. A. Patrol to Arez:.... Mendi Patrol No, 15 0L 2370/ .. ... :i
P s B S e ORI ...y o ol ATy S U P ‘*
Objects of Patrol (Briefly)....... 1a... Cocduct.Census............... *
e R e . 5T
Diny Ml..nn..PQlitd.uJ,,...Scci‘J,..gnd...Eooao.j_.c.-novoloplont-. ---------------------------------------------
?tr........l..lliat...Laprnq...!i.-ion. .......................................................
Total Population of Area o B R R e S e
‘
3 Director of District Administration, :
i KONEDOBU.
42 Forwarded, please.
3 /19
3 .................................................. !
: Districe Commaissianer, """
| i
: G.P—P&NG/F1657, [ .~l %
| gu 5
: ’Ll" /f' D
t p e
o
E ‘(,.‘_«f@ﬁ _ S e ag - S




‘"‘OY\JO' .'BOX ?396.

07=1%-4
léth Jecauber, 1971

The District “omalscioney
2 £og
Southern iHighlands District,

GBI BB W 3 ot 1971 /02

Your mferrnce 67-3wy dated 2nd Naveaher, 1971
L acknowl vdth .
e X ~_““uodge *ata thanks receipt of Area
a i < m:: Hepoxt e Aud, Halstead of

S .

of the area St ' > Fage
. he i u&uts.?lstoa‘i should Le made e
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TERR l1‘()R“Y OF PAPUA _A \J[) NEW GUINEA

— S—————— ——————

e . In Reply
- Yooty .
/';/(""“ ot v ';..t_\ Please Quote
/oA
67=3-2 Al
Lo
b o _, Dwpartment of the Administrator,
5

" District Office,
MENDI

g Ko - '/"Dins;on of District Adninhtrat.ion.

2nd November, 1971

ﬁkﬁuﬁ!ﬁ£'§‘5¥'tho Adoimistrator,
KONEDORU.

MENDI PATROL. NO. of 1971/72

Please find emclosed the nriginal amd one cepy of the
above report submitted by Mr. A.J. Halstead, APO. There is
mo covering memorandum frcm the ADC Mendi - who has departed

o leave.,
1. " 'Wdedt amd tidy report which gives » fair L
upproointicn of the area, however far nore detail is required

. to make a tﬁl moonnt of what is required.

2 ' D¢ mext area study must mot be restricted to
only twelve days.
e The pecple im this division have an excellent

opportuaity to develop cash crops and take advantage of the
excelleat road communication with Mendi and later MNt. Hagea.

b, The CIB a: IEBI have clearly indicated what can
be dome with a rather unattractive piece of ground, and I am
inclined to believe the Kambiri people have failed to benefit
from this example as they are not in &mavour or the hard work
involved. There is also the counter attractiom of workimg for
wages ani at the present time work is reaaily available.

D.J. WLANCY
DISTRICT COMMISSI.NER.

§:8: A.D.C. Mendi
Mr. A. Halstead, 5

APO.Mendi.

o iy By v, 19l
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b 67-3-2
Pivision of District M-iniltntiou.
Sub=-Digtrict Office,
13th Octobor. 1971.
Ascistant District i‘oovllld.onor.
HaNpI.
A or
Please fing attached Fatrol Report sudbaitted by My, AJ.
HEalstead, A--utpt Patrol Officer, as Per instructions.
rthutudohuuulwnuhn
» Bamsly the Mg, Hagen Shoy, and
to the lai Council the
delayed and limited ia iaforcation., I apologise
: R0t balance wity the figureg froa the
satries made by Mendi Local Goverasant
Ung - hml'.
~”’t Moo 3 et 197!/72.
Sub~Digtrict - Hendi.
District: Southern Highlangda.
COUNCIL: Meadi lLoecal Goverament Council.
Patrol Conducted by: A.J. Halgteaq (Aseistant Ratrol
Officer)
{
Area Patrolled: Kambiri Cengyg Division.
Persoanel Accompanying: Mr. N. Clements (Leprosy Control)
Thomas Maia - Interpreter.
Constable Keasod .
4ebedee (A.P.0. Mendy Hospital)
Duration of Patrol: 12 days.
last Patrol to the Area: Patrol No. 15 of 19?70/71.
Objects of Patro): Conduct Census.
Revige Area Study.
Assigt Leprosy Survey.
% Total Population of Area Patrolled: 5,1Ch,
: Map Reference: Map is attached.
Yillage Peoulation Register: Enclosed.
i For yoi.pr informstior and onforvardine Please,
(A.J. d)
‘..i't.‘ﬁ Patwqy ﬂ"‘oow.
" ' o —— W e - i
4 - v " ‘\ : ‘ ~ .
e g s ‘ | c.‘-
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__TERRITORY OF PAPUA A

In Reply
) f 1-'.'»-\. Ple:ss Quote
Ty Ove Roference 67-2-1 No.

" (u’!”l“ .J‘ foe

M.

1.
2

3

9.

time on patrol to dec a good area
each village immediately after the census of that villages.

because of geveral factors, this ic understood,

Department of the Admin:strator,
Division of Diastrict
Administra
Sub-District Office,

MENDI,

28th Jrly, 1971.

Hro A'J. Bﬂlsta.d.
Assistant Patrol Officer,
Sub-District Office,
dENDI,

MENDI PATROL NO 3 of 1971/72 : KARINTS
AND KAMBIRI CENSUS DIVISION,

Please be pre
You are to do tha

OBJEZST OF PATROL.

Censns Revimion of both divisioms,
Compile an area study of both divisions.

Inspect all agricultural projects in both divisions,
to generate enthusiasm for agricul tural developient,
Give advice and aseistance to owners of projects. Talk
to the owners of Projects about their projects.

Inspact all roads andg bridges carefully,
are maintaining them,

Assist the Leprosy Survey Team as much as pogsible, Be
firm and persistent regarding census particularly éth

the Leproesy team. If people are abhsent stop until they
turn up 8 within reason of sourse.

Try

See that all giroups

»
Inspect schools and discuss education with them, check on

maintenance of teacher's residences and adequancy cof issue
furniture,

Have political education di ecuscio

n3 with the pgople and
at the schnoig,

Be on the lookout for tracts of land the people would

be willing to cell to the administration which would be
suitable for resettlement projects.

General administration waen and where necessary.

On no account is the patrol te be rushed.

study. Do your census figures for

You will have difficalty balancing censue Jigures

pared to depart next week for a patrol
to the Karints and Kambiri Census Divigions.

Karints firast, and then at the conclusion you
when the Leprosy Survey Team is ready,
& week after you finish the Karinte,

are to do the Kambiri:
which will probably be about

Spend enough

il s "i";:l‘l“‘ ¥

Satte e
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MENDI PATRO or

Patrel Diary.

: 9-8-71 0745: Reported Sub-District Office. Prepared supplies
for Patrol. Proceeded to Aisaisa Rcad Camp by car.
| Camped night at Aisaisa.

/&7 0700: Walked to Pungia. About two hours walk along
bush track - fair condition.
Inspected economic development em rovte.
Talked to villagers about BSocial, Economic and Pelitical.
development. Inspected gardeus, school at Pundia.
Comped night at Pundia.

w8/ 0800: Comducted Census at Pundia, Limbiali. Villagers
aleso attended. Talks with village pesople.
Walked to Iimbiali a4 imspected village.
Returned to Pumdia.
Camped anight at Pundia.

1/8/nNn 0800: Walked to Adisaisa - about two hours walk.
Condvsted Censuz at Aisaisa. Talks on Political, Soeial
and Eoonomic development.
Camped night at Aisaisa.

13/8/71 Moved effects to Omai. Proceeded to Meadi by car for
discussions with Assistunt Distrioct Commicsiomer.
Camped night at Mendi.

1/8/N Observed at Memdi.
Camped night at Mendi.
15/8/7 Odserved at Mendi.
Camped aight at Mendi.
16//7 07453 R;portod Sub-District Office. Organised suppliecs.

Preceeded to Ommi by car. Coaducted Cemsus at Cami.
Jalks on 8o0e¢ial, Political and economie development.
Camped aight at Omai.

17/¢/7N Proceeded to Iebi. Conducted census at Iebi. Talks
¥ oa 8ecial, ecconomic and Political development.
i Camped night at Iebi.

18/8/7 0800: Completed census at Iebi.
Proceeded to Lambi. No rest house at Lumbi.
Proceeded to Mendi by car and camped night at Meadi.

19/8/7 0800: Proceeded to Lusbi and conducted cemsue at
Lusbi. Talks oa social, political and econorie
development.

Proceeded to Tutam.
Camped night at Tutama.

20/8/7 Conducted semsus at Tutama.

Talks on social, political and economic developzent.
' 1400 hours. Proceeded to Meadi.
1 Camped night a* mendi.

a/4¢/71 Patrol completed by Mc. N.J. Spemce, Patrol Officer
¢ vhile I attended Mt. Hagen Show on duty.

Patrol Tespleted.

No. of Patrol s: 12 days.
Nights casmped out : ?




SITUAIION REPOR?T

A. FOLITICAL

Talks were given at each of the seven villages visited o=
the eleven topics 1isted in the Political Education handbook.

Oa the whole peojpie Lad a fairly good understanding of the
various sudbjects compured te the other areas previously visited. i o
This is probably due to the constant patrolliag and supervision gk

of lsbour on the Mendi-Ialibu road by Departmemtal Officers. o7
(a) Natiomal Unity. e
People, gemerally, sees to be frigutemed of the consequences %

of Independence and self-governmeat. The local people think that
the ocastal people and other Highlanders will come and try to make , A
toouble. Reassurance was given along the limes that if the country IR |
is to progress the people of the Southerm Highlands District must | & 4
use and respect the ideas and assistance of experts from other g kred
Districts. Pictures of the mew flag were shown to all pecpie. ‘hey ' *ﬁ
were alse told that the House of Assembly had decided oa the mare e 2
Papua New Uuinea as the name of their country. ,

() Eactions. < i

Becauce of the ching House of Agsembly Elections many :
questions were asked the people concerning the type of person | 1
they should mominate, how a person is mominated to the -4 )
lqml_gﬂ“ﬂhdnwuumnmu. Answerc were given T A
to ted by talks on preferential votiag and . o
the ance of a secret ballot. The system of preferential voting o
£:1ll precsated a pret._es. ok

(e) lgpeal Government.

¥

Becsuse of the proximity of the Mendi Local Govermment Council L &
election talks were given to the people om the funciions of Coumeillors 1 =

and the impertant rolo they play im the implementation of econowle, w

social and peliticnl development of the area. £

The choiee of a suitable Ceunciilor was stressed. Usually some 4
ineffeetsal member of the village is elected and is unable to manage i

the affairs of the village let alone fight for the rights of hils E 3
particular area. o % 2

(4) ZIaxation. 3

Infermatioa regarding the use of personal tax amd how momey ik 2
ussd to develop aa area throwgh Council Administration was givea. =

Zalks were givea on the method of ueing a S8avicgs Baak Accut. ;
Feopls generally were very hasy about it aad mere or less inferred z
that it was easier to keep momey hidden near the house than wal’k iato 2 1
Menidi and put it iste the dank. 4 i

(o) rs of £ : 21
Iafermatic). was givea ocoacerming the present activitiec in <hs ﬁ

House and how their Member is fightins { r their Distrist in regards
to funds and dovelopwent.

It was explained that not only is it the Members task to reprcsent < 3
their Distrist dat also the role of the people to push ahead by themselvee E- 4
oa a self-help basis.

L o &
il ;
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It was impossible to discuss all the tcpioe im the ssctiom bezause
of its magnitude.

(£) Public Servige.

This section wes not explained at length but was imterrelated with
the other topics.

(¢) Courts and lay.

Because the section on Government was concentrated on, the aspescts
of law and order were mot dealt with. :

(n) Pelitical Parties and (i) Indepepdencs eni Self Govermment.
These two sections were correlatel with Sectiony (a) and (b). e

functions of a political party was simply explained. People gemerally
had little concept ia this step of political advauncement.

Howsver, the achievement of self-goverament and Indepesdenve '30
stressed and efforts were made to reassure pesple of its implication.

B. EcomowC.

Section (M) and (N) of the Area Study deal satisfactorily with
sconomic develcopment.

However, the impact of the Mendi-Iaiibu Road is particularly
relevant to this Census Division. Because of the a ;

, of wages
froa coatract labour, people have neglected their gardens and ”f‘“"
The general standard of gardens throughout sas puor and I feel a
shortage v’ll eveantuate ver; shertly.

There is relatively no significant ecomoxic developmeat of an

agricultural exteasion nature in the area except at the Iebi Corrective
Institution.

This project, I feel, is a perfect example to the surroundiag villages
oun how to make thebest use of the land. The seoil is perticularliy nom-

fertile throughout the area, but with careful dreining and tilliag of the
s0il an ecomomic crop can be produced. The new Corrective Institutiea
was pointed out to the peoprle as an excellent example.

C. SOCIAL.

The greater part of the area is satisfacterily served by schools

although there is need of ome at Algaisa. Thic wocald serve the villages
of OMAI, AISAISA, PUNDIA and LINRAXALI.

(b) Health.

The various Aid Posts scattered aloag the Meadi-Ialibw Road provided
essetial cliaical services to ali the villages.

Other community services are discussed ia the Area Study sectionms of
the Report.

D. MISCELLANEOUS.

The whole area patrolled is governed by the comstructiem of the
Mendi-Ialibu Road.

Although this road provides an income for maay epople adjaceamt to
the werk area the loag term implicaticns are debatable. The peoPrle

oo}/
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have received mors soamtact politically and socislly tham most in
the Meadi Sub~District and yet I think will suffer more eccmomically
ia the loang rwa.

There 4is no doubt that the Highway is a necessity and sild
the whole Scuthera Highlands District emormously but the astual .
axxmmozmm,«;uum L

I-Wﬁn wu-mqonhﬂom
However, due to duty at mmmmmcm

afterwaris, I was not m. wm“uﬂbu&
ntn\hnuh‘. ‘ ou g
ﬂumhnhlﬁu mtmuhuﬁ'i”:ﬂf:"
mﬂ t5 other parts of h lub-uotrht. '
m .‘.s.,, s

ubdtnnpﬂh&oWot

(A.J. BALSTEAD)
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AREA STUDY

A. INTRODUCTION

(a) Geographical Description.

The Kambiri Cemsus Division extemds from Meadi towaship to the
S8outh glopes of Mt. Giluwe. It is joimed to the North by the Upgper
Mendi Ceasus Division, the West by the Kambiri Cemsus Divieion azd
the Southera portioa extesmds to the Kagua aad Ialibu Sab-Distriets.

It has typical Highlands topography. The kumai amd pit-pis
covered low-lying areas extead from Meandi to Limbiali, brokea by steep
gorges coataianing fast flowiag rivers with dease tropical vegetatiea.

The area berders the slopes of WMt. Giluwe which coataims vast
quantities of high standard timber, the altitude wvaryiag froam about
5,500 feet im Meadi to about 6,500 feet at Pundia. The anaual reiafall
of Meadi -ecorded for theyear 1970 is 150" giviag a fair average “eor
the remaia.:. of the ares.

The seil i; suitable for growiang local products such as kau-kau
and tare but is wasuitadle for any type of intemasive agrieulture due
to constant leachiag of the grouad.

(b) Agcessibdility.

The area is serviced by the Mendi-Ialibu road as far as Aisaisa.
This is the proposed Senthera Highlands Highway to be limked to Nt.
Hagen. The villages of Pundia aad Lisbiali are only accessible by
rough walkiag tracks.

The Tutama area is serviced by a rough bush road needing extemsive
road maintenance.

The Mendi aerodrome provides adequate air service faoilisies to
all parts of Papua New Guinea.

(e) Iaflwence of Admipistration Coptact.

The coasolidation of Administration coatact of the area began
after the 1950's whea the S8tatioan of Meadi was opened. Coatimuous
patrolling eimce thea has brought the people completely umder the
influence of the Administration. There is no evideamce of cargo cults
or other movements ia the area.

B. POPULATION - DISTRIBUTION AND TRENDS.

(a) Village Population Register is attached. The migretioas, 5
births aad deaths do mot correspoad with the 1969 census figures s ¥ -
because of imserrect alteratioas made at times other tham Ceamsus.
Therefore it is impossible to correlate the meo-mortality rate. Many
of the deaths recorded, especially in the older and youmger age groups
were caused by the Iafluenza epidemic.

o G

(») All villages except Pundia aad Limbiali are liamked by road.
Pundia is accessible by walking track oaly, approximately ‘wo hours
valk from Aisaisa and Limbiali is approximately ome hours walk from
Pandia. See attached Map for refereace.

(c) The majority of abseatees are employed by Departmeant of Public
Works éa the Meadi-Ialibu Boad. Those people close to Meadi are employed
by local busimesses ia the town and gemeral town agemcies.

C. SOCIAL GROUPINGS.

(a) The Social groupings in the area are clans and sub-clans.
8ee Appeadix "A™ fur details of each village.
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(b) The fuactionmal social unit is the clan which in tura is
divided iato various sub-clane. Tho claas are patrilineal.

Whea discussing the beliefs and ancestry of the Tutama line
the following story evolved.

These people believe that meaay thousands of years ago there was
an o0ld woman named EBINY who lived on the earth. Ebinu first produced
anakes, pigs, flies and all kinds of animals and placed them round and
about.

Whea this was completed she gave to the grouad, grass, kumai, plus
all the natural vegetatioas except trees. The various types of Lrees
thea followed.

Then she carried a type of bird similazr to a bat. This bat aad the
facial features of a msa.

Accordiag to all legends passed dowa by gemeration to gemeration
this bat carried a man to live on the earih.

The first san'sname was MOLUP. Hen then decided to go to Poroma
where he married a wosman by the name of WOWAMI. They then settled
at UNBINI near where the Transport Depot mow stands. Apparently some
pine trees are mow standing at the exact spot.

MOLUP had two childrem WEBEL DOLU and OBIAM who are kmowa as the
"TUMBUMA"™,

Dolu had many wives aamd many children. Ome clan went to settle
at TETA and TUTAM. This was called the Andiap clan. They migrated
to Tutam because there was not enough grouad fer all at Teta.

Froa then on a:iny generatioms evolved and the preseut .-ildrea of
Tutam were abie to be traced right through their father's linme.

{c) There is ome local dialect promiment in the Cenmsdus Livision
namely MENDENGAL, This dialect is promineant among the majority of
clans ia the Mendi Sub-District.

(d) The relationship uvetween social zroups seem to be harmorious
throughout the area, both inside and outside the Mendi Sub-District.

However, one particular clam known as the Asbia clan are aot
accepted anywhere in the area. The members of this clan are ridely
scattered over the Mendi Sub-District. The clan first orig’ ated
near Omei. In 1969, the Lands Title Commission ordered the clam off
the Omal ground because they had no right to use it. Siace then they
have disrersed to Pundia, Limbiali, Aisaisa, Iebi, and Umbimu. Apparently
in the past their wen were unable to secure land by conquest because
of their imferiority and so now do not own any land.

D. LEADERSHIP.

(a) Due to the patrol being cut shori I was only abie to imvestigate
three village leaders. See Appeadix "B" ior details.

It is particularly difficult to find the traditional leaders, hecauss
"Councillors' and Committers' are usually 'front' men elected by t_e
hidden leaders.

(b) See Appendix "B" for dstails.
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Traditioual leadership was inherited if the son was able
to live up to his father otherwise it was acquired. He was the
person who was able to talk out strongly to both his owa people and
to clans xho wers friendly aesociatseg with him but leaders to a lesser
extent were the old headmen of the clans. Persons wio acnuired great
vealth also had sonr influence. Tis pattern still seeas to exist.
However, when choos 'ng Councillors “he reople tend to choose a Younger,
Bore educated perso..

E LAND TENURE AND USE.

(a) Large areas of land were obtained initially by a clan or
tribe through purchase, congquest or merely by the fact that the group
vas first to settle on the ground.

A member of the clan would thea plant and have full rights over
& certaim portion of his choice wdich became, in time, an area of
ground used by his exteonded family.

The user had fuli rights of disposal etc., and normally it wasg
handed down to the sons.

Women did not usuall- inLerit land but the right of ownership
could bs paesed through the female line. A single woman can own grouad
uctil she amarries. Whemn married the land goes to her father or her
brother.

(b) See Appendix "C".

The people have acquired a small aegree of knowledge comcerniag
the system of tenure conversion.,

e

land for the " 4ai and Limbiali quarries, the new Corrective Institute
Branch area at Iebi and several sma.l areas for echools has in the past
t2en purechesed by the Adainistration.

b
|
i
1
¥

At Iebi the Pecple were asked to 8ell more land in order that the
Corrective Ingtitute Branch could be extended. They stated that they
would not sell anymore luxad because they were afraid that they woulad
not have room enough for gardens et-:.

They also stated that the Administration did not pi . adequate sumg
for the areas already purchased.

(¢) Taere was no evidence of cash cropping on an extensgive » cale.

LITZRACY.

(a) See Appendix "n".

(b) Very few people are literate in the Engiiash language. \n
occasional two or three in each village who have previously attended
& school can speak English. The effect of the schools at KIBURJ, OIARIP
and MENDI have not sufficieat impact on the local population as yet.

The sajority of people between ten year.., and tweaty-five years can
speak Pidgin English.

(¢) une majority of these People who have received bigher educatin;
are at present attending High School, University and Teacher's College.

There are a few young p=ople who have completed Standard 6 scattered
around the villages.

(d) BEDE MaPUN Kambegibu Univereity Port Mcreaby.
FRANCIS AWES Kivuru University Port Morssby.
JUSEPH KEPIAM Kiouru University Port Moresby.
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DOMINIC DEA Kambegibu Goroka Teacher's Collsge
PATRIUK OSTP® Kambegibu Goroka Teacher's College
TIVXN OMBIORU Oiarip Adainistration College

Port Moresby.
No people are receiving higher education in Australia.
(e) Except for the schoolteachers in the area only a few people
even read a newspaper or news itea. There were ten radios in the

whole Census Division ownud by individual people.
G. STANDARD OF LIVING.

(a) The general construction and neataess of the hou: =
very good and all are typiccl Highland houses built low tc ground
and well-sealed. The frame is usually made of wood and covex.i with
either matted kumail or pit-pit grass. The houses are scattered in
groups of three, together with an vccasiomal 'loag' house used for
ceremonies at the siang-siag groumnd., Each group usually consists f
a 'haus-man’, 'Haue-meri and haue-pig’', and & ‘'haus-moon 'sik' house.
One is for the men, ome for the womea, pigs and childrem, and the other
for wvhem the women is either pregnant or meamstruating. Very fey mea
sleep with their wives on a simply family basis.

Each group of houses usually has a bush-toilet which is not always
used. Jenaral rubbish is usually burned leaving a remsarkably clean
country-aide.

Clothing is usually the basic string-net lap-lap type coveriag
around the waist with leaves in the rear. Woaen use a reedy material
instead and usually have a cloth coveriag of some description. There
is an assortmeat of European clothing on certaim individusis - usually
those who have worked om the Coast or ia the towa.

Pots, pana anl tia plates are used indifferently from village te

villege togetuer with the occasicnal cup and spoon. The axe still seems

to be the aain t. sl for all manner of tasks.

(b) Kau-kau is cooked in it's busic torm togetber with an assort-
neat of local 'greems'. Occasionally there is a meal with timned fish
and rice and sometimes sugar aand locally grown vegctables are consumed.
Pig is omnly eaten at coremonial occasious.

(c) The only Coamunity project iz the regular visit of the Infant
Welfare Ciinic. There is no o{her commanity activities or sport in the
ares.

H. MIS8SIONS.

(a) The Missions in the area are the United Church, Capuchin and
Lutheran Missions.

There seems to be no conflict between the different groupc.

See Appendix "G" for details.

(b) See Appendix "G" for details.

(¢) The Capuchin Mission would be the most influential in the
area. Mcst people attach themselves to a denomination and have a

fayourable attitude towaris their Churech.

I. NON-INDIGINES.

(a) There are no non-indigenous plantations or factories in the
area.

«s5/
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(b) Not applicable.

(c) Not applicable.

(d) Not applicable.
J. COMMUNICATIONS.

(a) Roads.

The area is serviced by the new Mendi-Ialibu Road as far as
Aisaisa. This is the proposed Southera Highlands Highway. PFor
details of this road see Mendi Patrol Reports 1969/71 - Labour
supervision on Mendi-Ialibu Road.

Tutam is provided for by a small bush track. This should be
upgraded ané extended to service all the people in the area.

At &« later date thought could be given to comstructing a road
from Aisaisa to Limbiali and Puadia. This will probably eveatuate
when the Mendi-Ialibu Road reaches the Aknua Gorge. Above average
stands of timber are available in this area and a road would providas
an avenue for marketing.

(b) SEA. Not applicable.

(¢) AIR. Tue Mendi aerodrome provides adequate facilities for
air transport. It is 4,000' in length and is classified as Category
BA®, Air Services - see Ansett Airlines and T.A.A. Airlines for
schedules.

(d) Rivers. This section is not applicable as the rivers in the
area are mot navigable by small craft.

K. TECHNICAL - CLERICAL SKILLS.

Any qualified tradesmen or people with clerical skills are
employed by Government Departments in Mendi or by private enterprise.
There was no evidence of these people wasting time in villages because
of the availability of this type of work in the town.

L. STAGE OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT.

This section is discussed fully in the Situation Report sec*ion.

M. ECONOMY OF THEZ AREA.

(a) The number of economic trees is difficult to estimate in
this area. The villages in general have few trees in this regard.
People obtain their timber from the r.dges adjacent to the pit-pit

covered valleys. Ample supplies of timber for future use are present
in these areas.

(b) Not applicable.

(c) No coffee or pyrethrum was noticed in the area. Timber for
firewood is the only usable material.

(d) There is no organised market gardening on a large scale ia
the area. However, families bring small amounts of kau-kau and
European vegetables to the market in Mendi. This income is difficult
to estinate in monetary terms.

(e) Many local people are employed by the Department of Public
Works on the Mendi~Ialibu Road, both as salary earners and contract
workers.
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The average contract worker would earn about $4 a week plus food,

‘!ﬁ while the Salary workers are paid rates as stated below.

lst Yoar $8.0C a fortnight.
2nd Year $8.25 a fortnight.
3rd Year $8.50 a fortnight.

If rations are issued in lieu of wages then $2.50 is deducted from
their wages per fortanight.

People living close to the town are cmployed in various capacities
as domestics, labourers, casual workers etc., by private enterprise,
Department of Fublic Works and European paople.

Wages vary according to the ability of the person concermed.

(£) There are no Cooperatives, Rural Progress Societies or Marketing
Societies in the area.

(g) There is only one entrepreneur in the area, Tom Salle. See
Appendix for details.

(h) People were not willing to divnlge the amounts in their pase-
books. The Local bank agencies do not have records of amounts in Pass-

books.

(1) There is 1little difficulty in people meeting their tax obligations.

(J) Thie figure is practically impossible to obtain becauc , there
is Bo check made of income derived from the sale of market produce, pigs,
kina shells etc.

(k) At preseat marketing facilities are limited because of the
high rate of road and air freight. However, when the Mendi-Ialibu road
is coapleted a ready avenue €or cheap freight will eventuace.

N. PCSSIBILITIES OF EXPANDING THE ECONOMY.

(a)b.In areas around Iebi and Tutam people could underta:e sarket
gardeaing or cattle projects on a large scale. However, to accomplish
this the land would have to be drained and properly tilled. The Iebi
Corrective Institutioa Branch should be an example to all villages
nearby for agricultural extension methods.

(c) 1 doubt wizthes wage earnimg could be increased. 'his is due
to maximun cmployment by Department of Public Works on Mendi-Ialibu road
at present.

(d) It is unlikely that a fishing industry could be introduced.

Timber Industry investigations are at present being conducted by
the Forestry Department.

Coamercial pig and cattle projects are possible in this area if
the people can be convinced to sub-divide the land accordingly or learn
the ousiness of rearing their animals on a commercial basis.
O. ATTITUDES TOWABRDS LOCAL GOVERNMENT.
See Section A (c) of the Situation Report.
P. AITITUDE TOWARDS CENTRAL GOVERNMENT.

See Section A of the Situation Report for details.

o7/
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Q. AGOOMNEOII BEVIQ!. FACILITIES.

Dis arcs 15 served by the town of Mendi in this regard.

redsonadble as far ag supplies are ccacerned. High
of living abnormlly high.

Shortly tae new Mendi Hotel will cater for tourigts and busine<s
PeOple when they are Pasaiag through the Southern

Highlands
The imaovation of

All services are
Prices make the cost

& new Mendi Service S8tation will cater for private
motoT vehicles owaers.




APPENDIX 'A'

; VILLAGE CLAN SUB-CLAN
‘ PUNDIA Mol Pereri, Pusdia, Moi, Asbia, Tetoraba,
Nerola, Perepi, Naburup.
LIMBIALI MOI Perebea, Pererat, Arabia, Valimodburu,
Tunduanda, Tisurwbe.
AISAISA Marep, Purambi, Uaiariba, Nemcla,
Tausaru, Yotoroba.
OMAI UNIARIP Musiniari», Melep, Imarip, Tmgitarip,
n Marebo, Tlw, N + Koniniariba
r”i w’o
IEBI OINAIRIP Peru - oimairip, Pinolul - Oimairip,
Koininiarip, Yasburea~ocinmiarip, Ate,
Biol—ohm .I.p. uu-ouunp. mum-no
TUTAM ANDIAP Tegibu, Emge, Moitegibu, Iamiegibu,
Mutuberi, Karabamoit, lapangarip, Aiyap,
Arniberi. 8ikap.
LUMB1 MOITEXIBU Pipal, Subi, Kala, Xalabimat, Kibu,
Sombia, Kalu, Kambegibu, lebarip, Paio,
Pik’l.l'o. ‘.’“. m. m.
@ Tengerip, Tubip.
UMBIMI ANDIAP Sikabo, Jabala, Endep, Some, Pobe.
SURUP
LONK LOMGO Ulape, Talome, Tunju.
TETA Murus, Rose, Yet, Alu,
MJu.
KIBURD OLU Indialu, Rotuberi, Esbiala, Undirial,
Lowe, Puribal, Kiwaperi.
OIYARIP PURIBA Pundiripere, Alapiri, Komba puliba,
Peregeniniuane.
I @ MOISA IMBARU Ibundutup, Wabalipa, Gae, Ibimia.
: KAMBEGIBU WABI

Soliame, Tunduyame, Tregibu.
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TOh_SALLE.

Owas fradestore. Wuolesale and retail.
Smal) mized fars - Cowa, piga, fowls,
goena.

Ags adout 22 Jears. Onme wife.

Averages about $22 o week in store.

Mo coavictiocas. Pro Administration.

IAINI KARA.

Has cne wife aad tvo childrea.

Trdvolled exteasively through the Territory,
to Hagea, Chimdu, Goroka, Port Moresby.
Previoualy a Village Constadle.

Atteads Lutheran Church.

No convictioas. Pro Admiaistration.

KIBY

Has 8ix wives and tewelve children.
Nezdman of Pupdia.

Has x0t travelied Qnywhere but Mendi.
Ome of the few ‘dig-men’ left in Mendi.
No coavictions. Pro Adminigtration,
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P.9.D. (rarry)
P.0.D. (Quarry)
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Education.
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