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Dlatrlct Officer, 
Dlstr1ct ieadquartera, 
J&.M 

Herevlt 

The first, wh eh coyera 
la ~ n oyerdua tiut you .. T r 
to 

Bo h patrols wer~ ot a • 
t o t under t~• QS •l he dliic• 

re.eYant lnformatlon obtalnjd to 

Two oop1ea tor torvardlri& o ho 
a instruction recar 1DI 1'9'1tar 

s. 



opula 

I 

. { 

Te l' it r.r of f opua and ! ew Guinea 

District Officer, 
District ~ · clc;.uarters, 
lorobe D1stric t 

L E 

<JAU L ' a ASE~ I 

ub- !strict Office, 
l enyaxwa 

28.10.56 

1 ~1 ·I '/ • '° I 

Following the ~atrcl of May/JWle o~ this year to the 
Kapau River it was decided that the~tation planned fort~• 

obak1n1 are: should he sited at seki, and that this sta~1cn 
should then ~e adrn1n1ste1·ed through Menyamya. 

ccordingly preparat1~ns w&re m·ne to return with 
suff 1c1ent stores· nd supplies to commence building a post~ 
and requisitions or supplies were forwarded for approval. 

However, befor e the required approvaLwas given dvice 
was received that the r·i ter would be required at Meny IQ'& 
in mid-vctober to r~place 1r Cheste~. It was thererore dee ded 
that the patrol should leave immediately and do as much as 
possible in the area before October. 

Fortunately some trade ·oods were available at Wau and 
some pick heads were sent from Lael but th re were no bulldlnc 
t ols, other than axes, and n n· 1 s. · 

Anticip ~ ting a stay of ~ome two months I arranged tor 
a large qua .. 1tity of scores, and I intended that tha car 1ers 
should be returned as soon as o. slble so that there vould be 
no food shortage. 

This was done, and work commanced clearLng an~ buildtnc, 
u~ 1ng local people as much as possible, However a sud en cbange 
in the staff position made it necessary to take the pa o1 en 
through to r enyamya only a few days after we arr•ved. 

I was a little dubious about the chances or getting local 
carriers, b ~t they came 1r. quite well and did much better tnan 
I had expected . We were careful to give them light loads, and 
although some of th~m once said they t1ought Menyarny was too 
far they were persu ded to continue and later appeared pleased 
with their pay. 

The attitude of thA na~1v~s generally was better than l 
had expected, and certa inly bettAr than on my first visit. 
I suspect that they thought we intended to take .all their good 
land or make ourselves unpleasant in ~ome other way, and when 
they f"mnd that we paid well for anything we re\jeived and 
arranged payment for anything likely to ~e d maged they became 
quite fr,1endly and co-operative. 

At pres~nt there seems little chance of an officer being 
available to resume operations at seki for some time! as 

enyamya needs another man nd must, I think, have r ority. 

It is a pity that the staff position 1 sc bad, as I 
estima+. t 11at there are about ten thousand ,t1.eople who coUld 
be adn11n1$tered f ... om seki and most of them are at the s 1• 
where a re~' ye· rs of: consoli<ic~ tion work and constant contact 
wo Id probably result in quite effective control. 

Howev r I -will ttempt to visit the area ev ry fou1· or 
five months from enyamya, nd it is hoped tlat the road 
bet~een sek1 and dikwong will soon be complet a. Bxc6pt for: 
a few miles of rough timbered countr!7 where tracks are or 
the poorest kind, there 1s a gooa wa.ucing track ~ om Mentyamya 
which make~ t t pos:Jible for ca.i. riers to -ao the trip 1n o 
d;..iys. 
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·;_=.;~----..-I'--rE=-·· hen mo1 ·~ o t h t im er s ·l eared f om 
-C he p ... 0posed a in,, ~rip site l t became 

a pa r n t tt · t uch more wnrlt would be r qui r d than 
h d a t f i s t thoug ht. The original 11n of lev l w,tQken 
t r ough bu.Jh .ountry, se med ·co 1nd1ca t t h' t t h l at r 1 
s lope wa s e h less t hen it was later seen o be, and 
shallow cepres i on t owa rds the lower end l a d not bean 
no ticed at bll. Conse uently r aker, f the Departm nt 
of Ci vil v1at1on , was not tavour.ably impre·sed. 

If the l ocal people could be made enthu 1ast1c 
about t he proj et I think it could still be done within a 
year, but the s e local nativ~s a1·.., not given to such enthuiasr.as 
and roadbu1ldin· seems a better sch me. A vehicle road to 

seKi from ~nate Creek would be an even bigger pro j ect b' t 
1 t would be shar d by a verj large section of the pop1.liat:J.on 
and no one group would be required to do too much. 

r oad would also g1eatly benefit the people 
or the Uppe r Watut, a s I noticed that i n t he late Creek area 
they ar e beginning to plant coffee and they could also grow 
cash c r ops such as potatoes and other introduced vegetables. 
It is suggest d that if a atrol Of ·1c e r is tc be stationed 
at Wau consideration shollld be gi . • 1 to his spending some 
time surveying and building a vehicle road westward from 
the end of the exis ting road hich ends aome two miles we t 
of the j wic tion -:>f lE:te Creek and the Watut. 

Th~ lack of useful 1~fcrmat1on ln t is report 
ls regretted, but s ost of the t1tte was spent arranging to 
get personnel nd stores into se J. nd then out again I had 
little opportunity to m ke detailed observations or do any 
of the routine adm1n1st~at1ve t sks usually part of patrol 
work. 

{fo4 -
.................. p. o. 

( .N. ·Desai ly) 
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By mo t or t r · J t f r om u to 
81 tc Creek, atr iv1n 6ou • 

.-...ci.=..;a;;..--..-;-..;...;;;.c:::.....;;.:~-=s:...xt en t Ol t f i c rr i l" • Some 
1, . ln t l k wi t h ~ecal op e. 

' hu sday 16th mil. 

ridny l ? th 

SW}dav 19th ugust 

ugust 

1 hours walt for he·vily 1 d n 
carrier~ to au1ata. amne. · 

. uuwata T,o .: oba ini si hourn. 

Jome car iers paid off, 48 
replacements arran. ed for. 

t Kobak1n1. 

r em .obak1n1 about six hours 
~geiwan a . Camped. 

1rlved sek~ noon after four 
hours walking. u~arted on house 

site after payin 1 the bulk of the carriers and a short 
discussion wit' 1oc 1 n at1 es. 

Wednesday 22nd ugust Main bodily o.f c r i rs returned 
to the r villages and only a 

srn· 11 number ur Watut natives retained as the m.icleus 
of a earl· ier line. ork one on the house with som 
assistance from local n · tives.Checked stor e s ~nd provisions. 

Compensa tion p id to n tives 
owning 6 ' rdens ard f od trees 

on land whi0' we may wish to cle r to examlre the poss1b111ties 
of putting ln an airstrip. 7 tomuhawks, 11 small knives, 
3 bush kni ve , 10 laplaps, 1 ku.malmm· shell, l spott d 
kuma uma shell , 3 mir ors, 4v boxes o matche , ~5. tins 
of meat, a quantity of s alt and some girl giri shell 

iven to the small group of natives after 1nspect1n all 
of the area likely to be concerned. This action had a 
marked effeat on the a tt i t 1ide of the people, and when 
they were told that s,lt and shell could be earned by 
bringing building mate r l~ ·nd for other assistance, 
they brought us all we asked for. much more friendly 

tmosphere th£Jn previously. Mr Ches er, .D •• Menyamya 
arr l ved during the aft rnoon with 1r Baker of the I>Opt. 
XU of Civ.L.l .i.viation, t.he latter· to inspect th si-.rip 
site and r port on its possibilities. 

Friday 24tt ugust 

the st~ip site. 

mall party worked on house while 
the main party cut timber on 

S turday 2 ~th ugust R er from enyamya arr1v d 
and advice received of my trans er 

back to ,enynmya immediately. 

'unday 26i h ueust 

~ondar 27th tUgust 

t he wal s completed~ 
of p· tl c .... l stores t 

i1r Chester l eft for enyamya. 

Continued work on house, whicL 
now has the roof and part ot 
anged or ea ·r ers to ta~e part 

. yr ya . 
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ecinesday 29 · 

N .c. O. i i th tl :ree polic lef t 
to put "'1ni~h1ng touches on 

:r·emai.nder of the patrol to 
h approxima t ely sixty carriers 
by police left for this purpose 

trol r eached Sikwong nd camr, d, .... elf 
..-nyamya so t hat tt e latte ould be ble 
th usual Wean sday a1rctaft. 

Patrol arrived ·eny mya noon, 
carr ieLs paid of • 

l nee Corporal Laiu re .c r ted L1 1i th the r m 1nde, 
of the poltce and all patrol stores except for some pick 
heads ~~le i ! h was instr ucted to leave t .. eki t be 
used ~at r on road building. The house has b~en co pleted 
oxce t for doors and windows, •Dd the ocal nat1,es ha~ 
stated that th y 'ill take care o it. . he last ot the 
p trol carri .!'s, with laiu, arrived on the 3rd of September after thr~e easy days tr vell1ng. 
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B. i 

ThA I ira c tor 
Department ol Native Affairs, 
PORT MORE mx. 

.Vo 

In '1.' ep!i 
l'frau (Jur /,· 

30-1-9 - 327 

DP,pnrtm nt o"' ative ffa!rs, 
Di tr et O:ff lc , 

L • 

22nd. July, 1957. 

~ OHT NO. 2 . OF 19'ji5/57 fAU 

Your NA.)0- 81+ of 12th. July, 1957, refer~. 

his District h~s be n desp rately hort of st f 
and tl re has no b en a P tro 1- Of ic r t lau for some 
con .. 1 er· able tim , the 0-1.'ficer nrevio4 to Mr. C tnming 
hav lng resign ~a nd t .re h av lng been no r .... placem n t. 

t is p actit:ally impossible, of cours , for th 
Assic:;t nt Di tr:f.ct Off~.c r, Wau, to be ab'-"fmt from his 
township for more th n a few days t tim•~. 

r).,7 
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