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The Five Years which preceded the War 9 °

customs, by casting a spell over people’s minds and by
material bribery, and prepared the people’s spirit for the
breaking out of the Revolution which could be predicted
almost for a specified date.

On the 27th February, 1936, and immediately after the
triumph of the People’s Front, the Russian Komintern
resolved to decree the Spanish Revolution and financed it
with exorbitant amounts of money. On the 1st of the
following May hundreds of young people clamoured openly
in Madrid “ For bombs and pistols, powder and dynamite
for the coming Revolution.” On the 16th of the same
month the representatives of the U.S.S.R. met the Spanish
delegates of the Third International at the People’s House
in Valencia, resolving in the ninth section of their
agreement ‘“ To charge one of the wireless stations of
Madrid, that one designated with the no. 25, consisting
of police officers on active service, with the elimination of
the political and military personages destined to play an
important réle in the counter-Revolution.” Meanwhile
from Madrid to the most distant villages the revolutionary
militiamen learned the military instructions and they were
armed plentifully, to such an extent that when the war
broke out, they were able to rely upon 150,000 shock
troops and 100,000 reserve.

It may appear to you, Venerable Brethren, inappropriate
in an episcopal document to enumerate these facts. We
have preferred them to the reasons of political law which
could justify a national movement of resistance. Without
God, who must be in the foundation and on the summit of
the. social structure; without authority, which nothing
can replace in its functions of creator of order and main-
tainer of civil rights; with the material strength at the
service of the Godless and of men without conscience,
driven by powerful agents of international type, Spain had
perforce to slide towards the anarchy which is the contrary
of common weal and of justice and social order. To this






Military Revolt and Communist Revolution 11

of Communism. It was during last January that a leading
anarchist told the world by wireless : “ We must say things
as they are, and the truth is none other than that the
military have stolen a march on us to prevent our letting
loose the revolution.”

Let it remain, therefore, established as the first assertion
of this document, that five years of continuous insults to
Spanish subjects in the religious and social order put the
very existence of the commonweal in the gravest danger
and produced enormous tension in the spirit of the Spanish
people ; that the national conscience felt that, once the
lawful legal means were exhausted, there was no other
recourse left but that of violence for maintaining order and
peace ; that powers other than the authority considered
as legitimate determined to subvert the constituted order
by the violent introduction of Communism ; and finally,
that through the fatal logic of the facts, Spain had no other
alternative but this ; either to perish in the definite assault
of destructive Communism, already prepared and decreed,
as has occurred in those parts where the National Movement
has not triumphed, or to attempt a titanic effort of
resistance, in order to escape from the terrible enemy and
to save the fundamental principles of her social life and of
her national characteristics.

(5) The Military Revolt and the Communist Revolution

On the 18th July of last year the military revolt took
place and the war which still lasts broke out. But be it
noted, first, that the military revolt was not produced,
from its beginnings, without the collaboration of the sound
element among the people, which joined the Movement in
great numbers, and it can therefore be qualified as a civic-
military Movement ; and secondly, that this Movement
and the Communist revolution are two facts which cannot
be separated if one wishes to form a fair judgment on the






Military Revolt and Communist Revolution 13

the Communist Revolution, allied to the Government
armies, was, above all, anti-divine. So the cycle of
secularist legislation of the Constitution of 1931 closed with
the destruction of all that was connected with God.

We allow for every personal intervention of those who
have not consciously fought under this standard ; we only
mark out the general direction of events.

And so in the national soul there arose a reaction of
a religious nature, corresponding to the nihilist and destruc-
tive action of the Godless. And Spain remained divided
into two great military factions; each one of them as it
were cemented by the two deeply popular tendencies ; and
surrounding and collaborating with them, there stood
out, in the form of voluntary militiamen and assistance
and rearguard services, the opposing forces which hold
the nation divided.

The War is therefore like an armed plebiscite. The
civil struggle of the district assemblies of February, 1936,
when the lack of political conscience of the national govern-
ment arbitrarily gave the revolutionary forces a victory
which they had not obtained in the elections, was trans-
formed by the civic-military struggle into the cruel fight
of a people cleft into two tendencies : on the side of the
insurgents the spiritual, which aimed at the defence of
order, social peace, traditional civilisation and the mother-
country, and very markedly, in a great section, the defence
of religion ; and on the other side the materialist tendency,
beit called Marxist, Communist, or Anarchist, which wanted
to substitute, for the old civilisation of Spain with all its
factors, the ultra-new ‘‘ civilisation ”’ of the Russian Soviets.

The ulterior complications of the war have not altered,
but accidentally its character has. Communist inter-
nationalism has run to Spanish territory te help the
Marxist Army and people ; just as, for the natural exigencies
of the defence and for considerations of an international
character, there have come to help the traditional Spain












Characteristics of the Communast Revolution 17

Although the figures are premature we calculate that about
20,000 churches and chapels have been destroyed or totally
plundered. The murdered priests, counting on an average
40 per cent. in the devastated dioceses—in some they reach
80 per cent.—will sum up, of the secular clergy alone,
about 6,000. They were hunted with dogs; they were
pursued across the mountains, they were searched for with
eagerness in every hiding-place. They were killed without
trial most times, on the spot, for no other reason than that
of their function in society.

The Revolution was “ most cruel.” The forms of murder
took on characters of horrible barbarity. First as regards
their number ; the number of laymen who have been
murdered only for their political ideas and especially for
their religious ones, is calculated to surpass 300,000.
In Madrid and in the first three months more than
22,000 were murdered. Scarcely is there a village where
the best known men of the Right have not been eliminated.
Secondly in the lack of form : without accusation, without
proofs, in the majority of cases without trial. Thirdly, in
tortures : many have had their limbs amputated or have
been dreadfully mutilated before being murdered ; their
eyes have been put out, their tongues cut out, they have
been ripped open from top to bottom, burned, or buried
alive, chopped to death with axes. The greatest cruelty

‘has been used against the ministers of God. For respect
and charity we do not wish to give any more detailed
account.

The Revolution was ‘‘ inhuman.” The honour of women
has not been respected, not even of those consecrated to
God. Tombs and churchyards have been profaned. In
the famous Romanesque monastery of Ripoll the sepulchres
have been destroyed, among them that of Wifredo el
Velloso, the conqueror of Catalonia, and that of Bishop
Morgades, the restorer of the famous abbey. In Vich the
tomb of the great Balmes was profaned, and we read that












The National Movement : Its Characteristics 21

We reiterate our word of pardon for all, and our purpose
of doing them the greatest good that we can. And we
finish this paragraph with these words of the Official Report
concerning the incidents of the Revolution in its first three
months : ‘“ The Spanish People must not be blamed for
anything more than for having served as an instrument for
the perpetration of these faults.” This hatred towards
religion and towards the traditions of their country, of
which so many things lost forever are the proof and demon-
stration, “ came from Russia, exported by Orientals of
perverse spirit.”” In discharge of so many victims,
fascinated by ‘“ doctrines of Demons,” let us say that when
they were dying under the sanction of the law, our
Communists have been reconciled in their vast majority
to the God of their fathers. In Majorca only 2 per cent.
have died impenitent ; in the southern regions no more
than 20 per cent.; and mn the north they do not reach,
maybe, 10 per cent. It is a proof of the deceit of which
our people have been the victims.

(7) The National Movement : Its Characteristics

Let us now give a sketch of the character of the Move-
ment called “ National.” We believe this description to
be a fair one. Firstly, on account of its spirit ; because the
Spanish Nation was disassociated, in its vast majority, from
the position of a State which was not able to represent its
deepest needs and aspirations ; and the Movement was hailed
as a hope throughout the entire nation. In the regions not
yet liberated it is only waiting to break the weight of the
Communist Forces which hold it down. It is also national
by reason of its object, inasmuch as it aims at saving and
- supporting for the future the essentials of an organised
people, in a State which may be able worthily to continue
their history. We express a reality and a general strong
desire on the part of Spanish citizens ; we do not point out
the means to realise it. ;
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profusely and new manifestations of Christian life abound
and flourish.

This situation permits us to hope for a régime of justice
and peace in the future. We do not wish to hazard any
forecast. Our ills are of the gravest. The relaxation of
social ties ; the customs of corrupt politics ; ignorance of
the duties of the citizen ; scanty formation of a full Catholic
conscience ; division of ideas in regard to the solution of our
great national problems ; the elimination by cruel murder of
thousands of select men called by their condition and
training to the work of national reconstruction ; the hatreds
and scarcity which are the result of every civil war ; foreign
ideas concerning the State which tend to uproot it from the
Christian ideal and influence; all these will prove an
enormous difficulty in making a new Spain, engrafted on
the trunk of our old history and vivified by its sap. But
we hope that the enormous sacrifice realised will assert
itself in its full strength, and that once more we shall find
our true national spirit. We are entering upon it slowly
through a legislation in which the Christian sense prevails
in culture, in morals, in social justice, and in the honour
and worship which are owing to God. May God be the first
good to be served in Spain, an essential condition that the
nation may be really well served.

(8) A Reply to some Objections

We would not fulfil the object of this letter, Venerable
Brethren, if we did not reply to some objections that have
been made to us from abroad.

The Church has been accused of having defended herself
against a people’s movement, transforming her churches
into fortresses, and thus leading to the massacre of clergy
and the ruin of the churches. We deny this. The attack
on the churches was sudden, almost simultaneous in all
regions, and coincided with the butchery of priests. The
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protected by the law and the nation had entered decidedly
on to the way of a better distribution of riches. The class-
struggle is more virulent in other countries than in Spain.
It is precisely in Spain that a great part of the poorer
regions have been spared the horrors of war, which have
been fiercest where the standard of prosperity and popular
well-being has been highest. Nor can our advanced social
legislation be forgotten, and our prosperous institutions
of charity and public service, of Spanish and most Christian
ancestry. The people were swindled with unrealisable
offers, incompatible not only with the economic life of the
country but also with any class of organised economic
existence. Witness the prosperity of the undamaged
regions and the misery which took possession of those which
have fallen under the Communist domination.

It is said that the war in Spain is nothing but an episode
in the universal struggle between democracy and- Statism ;
that the victory of the National Movement will bring the
nation to State-slavery. ‘‘ The Church in Spain "—we
read in a foreign magazine—" in face of the dilemma of
persecution by the Madrid government, or of servitude
towards those who represent political tendencies which
have nothing Christian about them, has chosen servitude.”
This is not the dilemma which has been put before the
Church in our country, but rather this: the Church in
danger of perishing totally at the hands of Communism,
as has occurred in the regions where it holds sway, feels
herself protected by a power which until now has guaran-
teed the fundamental principles of all society, without any
consideration of its political tendency.

As regards the future we cannot foretell what will happen
at the end of the struggle. Nevertheless we affirm that the
war has not been undertaken in order to build up an auto-
cratic State on a humiliated nation, but simply that the
national spirit should arise with the strength and the
Christian liberty of old times. 'We trust in the prudence
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every excess which may have been committed by error
or by subordinates and which foreign reports have methodi-
cally enlarged, we say that the judgment that we correct
does not answer to the truth, and we affirm that there
is an enormous and unbridgeable distance between the
principles of justice, of its administration and of their
application, on the one side and on the other. We would
rather say that the justice of the People’s Front has been
a terrible history of outrages against justice, against God,
against society and men. There can be no justice when
God, the principle of justice, is eliminated. To kill for the
sake of killing, to destroy for destruction ; to plunder the
non-belligerent opponent as a principle of civic and military
action ; that is what can be affirmed with reason of the one
side and cannot be charged to the other without injustice.

Two words only on the problem of Basque Nationalism
which has been so much misunderstood and falsified, and .
which has been used as an arm against the National Move-
ment. All our admiration for the civic and religious
virtues of our Basque brothers. All our charity for the
great misfortune that afflicts them, which we consider ours
because it is that of the mother-country. All our sorrow
for the confusion which their leaders have suffered in a grave
moment of their history. But all our reproof for not having
heard the voice of the Church, and for having realised in
themselves the word of the Pope in his Encyclical concerning
Communism : ‘‘ The destructive agents, who are not so
numerous, profiting by these discords among Catholics,
make them more strident, and end by throwing Catholics
into the struggle one against another.” ‘ Those who work in
order to increase the dissensions between Catholics, take
on themselves a terrible responsibility, before God and
before the Church.” ‘ Communism is intrinsically perverse
and it cannot be admitted that those who wish to save
Christian civilisation can collaborate with it on any ground.”
‘““The more those regions where Communism succeeds in
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effort and prayers of all, may be checked this inundation of
Communism which tends to frustrate the Spirit of God and
the spirit of man, the only foundations which have sustained
the civilisation of yore.

And complete your work with the charity of truth about
the things of Spain. * Non est addenda afflictio afflictss,”
to the sorrow of what we are suffering at present, has been
added that of our sufferings not having been understood.
And that of increasing them with lies, with subterfuges,
with the twisted interpretation of facts. Not even have we
been done the honour of being considered as victims.
Reason and justice have been weighed in the same balance
as wrong and injustice, maybe the greatest that the cen-
turies have seen. To paid newspapers, to impudent
pamphlets or to the compositions of the Spanish betrayer,
who has dragged through the world with contempt the name
of his mother-country, the same credit has been given as
to the voice of the Prelates, or the conscientious study of
the moralist, or the authentic narration of the mass of facts
which are an affront to human history. Help us to diffuse
the truth. Its rights cannot be set aside, especially when
it concerns the honour of a people, the prestige of the Church,
and the salvation of the world. Help us to divulge the
contents of this letter, watching over the Catholic press
and propaganda, rectifying the mistakes of that which is
indifferent or adverse. The enemy has copiously sowed
the cockle ; help us to sow profusely the good seed.

Let us make a final declaration. God knows that we love
in the bowels of Christ and that we pardon with all our heart
all those who, without knowing what they are doing, have
done the gravest damage to the Church and to their country.
They are our sons. We implore before God and in their
favour the merits of our martyrs, of the ten bishops.and of
the thousands of priests and Catholics who died forgiving
them, and also the suffering, like to a deep sea, which Spain
is undergoing. Pray that in our country hatreds may be
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