
Dr. Leo Szilard 

125 East 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
October .29, 1947 

Atomic Scientists of Chicago, Inc. 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Thank you for your letter of October 28 and 
the enclosures, namely your proposed article in the Bulletin 
and copies of your letters to the Secretary of St at e and 
the Attorney Genera l and copy of the letter of the Emer­
gency Committee to Secretary Marsha ll. 

I have forwarded all documents, i ncludi ng t he 
copy of your letter to me of October 28 , to Mr. Ernest 
Gross, legal advisor to the Department of St a te, in­
forming him tha t the copies I wa s sending to him were 
an informal submis s ion f or the purpos e of expediting the 
matter. I also told him tha t I ha d advised you to con­
sult your legal counsel with respect to your responsibility 
under the Logan Act and any other pertinent l aws. 

I regret tha t I will be out of town over the 
we ekend but I hope to s ee you soon. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ /.J.( -'L"-< J1f 
MM :evp Marshall MacDuffie 



BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS 

MIDWAY 0800 EXTENSION 178!5 
MIDWAY 100!52 

Mr. Marshall MacDuffie 
c/o Blair & Ogden 
20 Exchange Place 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. MacDuffie: 

1126 EAST FIFTY-NINTH STREET 

CHICAGO 37, ILLI.NOIS 

....... 0 

October 6, 1947 

I was doing a little biology this summer, and when I got to New York 
City about the middle of August, the symptoms of the present strained 
political situation struck me with full force. 

I am enclosing the manuscript of an article entitled nLetter to Stalinn 
and a copy of a letter which I have written to Secretary Marshall. Both 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication. 

I wonder whether you could find time to · read the article and to scrutinize 
the letter addressed to Marshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to Marshall printed 
in the next issue of the BULLETIN, which should appear around the 28th of 
October. Advance copies are being sent to a number of people by the 
BULLETIN with a request of commenting on it. 'lhe comments would be, if 
possible, printed in the same issue of the BULLETI N. 

It is felt that if this article were accompanied by good comments on the 
part of persons whose voice carries weight, the chance that the article 
might have a good effect would be considerably increased. It is not ex­
pected that all people who have been asked to send in comments will be 
in a position to say that they approve of the contents of the article. 
Comments which would draw attention to the seriousness of the situation 
would also be helpful and could by implication express approval of the 
decision to write such an unusual article and to take such an unusual 
step as writing the letter to Marshall. 

If you feel you can make some comment which might be useful if publi'shed 
along with the article, please address it, either in the form of a letter 
or -a telegram, to the BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIElUIST.S. They would 
presumably be in a position to have it printed in the same issue. Such 
comments ought to be reeeived, if possible, by October 10 and not later 
than Mond~, October 15. 

I would, of course, be very much interested also in any private comments 
you might care to make and which you may send to me directly. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
p.s. ~ am sending an identical letter to Theodore Waller. 



' ' / 

Mr. Marshall MacDuffie 
Merck & Co. 
161 - Shth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Deer Mr. MacDuffiea 

November 12, 194 7 

Enclosed are copies of documents which I sent Mr. Gross, 
to~av. 

Enclosed is also a memor~ndum which I wrote in 1945 and 
which also will ftpPeBr in the next issue of the BULLETIN. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



Mr. Marshall MacDuffie 
161 Sixth Avenue 
New ~ork l~, New York 

Dea.r litacDuf'fie.: 

1156 East 5'/ th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
AprU 41 1950 

Enclosed is a memorandulf, for youl· infora1a tion. l 

ahnll let you ~now if there is any signific~nt development 

beyond it. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szibrd 



ib·. .F owle1· iilcCormick 
In~ern tionGl Rarvest~r 
180 North icbie;an !venue 
C. ica6o, Illinois 

Dear Mr. McCocmicka 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
A, .ril 25, 1350 

Profest>or Han,ison Brown and I e:x.c:ect to eee you .Friday 

at 9l3G. Enclosed you ~ill lind a memorandum which relatee 

to a topic which I discus ed with you before. Shou d you 

find time to rebd it and 5 1 ve 1 t. some thoubt t before our 

interview, we could then E"-te.rt Frida.)' l;iOrnitl~ in our conver-

ss tion where thio memor~1ndum leaves off. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

wv 



161 SIXTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 13 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

February 8, 1950 

The question of a new look at our 
foreign policy and our atomic control plans is 
going pell mell. Monday the Times and the Tribune 
had long editoriaLs, one dealing with McMahon's 
plan and one dealing with Wol:fi's statement. Also, 
Lippmann had another article discussing a new re­
view, such as a new Ach eson-Lilienthal ,Committee. 
Then, Senator Tydings came out with a proposal 
for world disarmament. 

I really think you should review in 
your mind and perhaps with Hutchins and others 
out there whether this isn't the time for you to 
go to Washington and put this plan successively 
to the Alsops, Lippmann, possibly somebody in the 
State Depurtment and somebody around Truman. · 

I really am beginning to feel that we 
can g et the President in conjunction with the 
State Department to appoint such a super-duper 
committee. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Marshall MacDuffie 

MM :JLM 



~Jt~.J 
(,_ C MARSIW..L MACDUFFIE 

/ AAA ' -~~ s. 1954 ;.;., 
~ -~~~~ -

;;~~~~) . 
He graduated from the Yale Law 

~ (~ ' 
Sohool and joined Sullivan and CroJDrell but 

went into Government se~oe during the war where he was, for a time: 

Chief of the Board of Eoonomio Warfare in the middle East: Director of the 

Foreign Eoonomio Administration ~uropean Branoh,~Lend Lease Liquidator in the 

State Departmon.t/ in oharge of the Control Commission of UNRRA. in the Ukraine. 

(/., 

~-----1 

He was associate Director of Ha.rr· 's Campaign for the presidential nomination 
~ 

and , suas~quently New York ~tate ·volunteers for Stevenson. 

Last fall MaoDuffie SY1411nt two months in Russia ,tn;. whiuh be (IO oerQ8 &Be§ill:Rs- a..~ r- ~~ ... vi 

ibout: whlclP-hf' wrote four articles in Collier's~ If8 ,describe(_nis trip in a 
I~ 

book to be published by Norton's in January. 

COPiE F 
~ IN THI 

\ 

\ 



Ii' t.ne Fun a. .r' or t n e Republic is .hat I thiDK it is , then 
t 

\ 
I h ave a man to su~gest lor it. 

You may remewb :; r 
Ap~ 

him~ he WtMS at t h e meetings 

we held in Cl-J<iicago in .lXK earl.)' 1 ~47 ;£ -,~.c.,ch Teller, 
f ~4 ::t.'( ~ 

/) I 

Finletner, Ju..~ 

and others .:.;.pe~Hl.s n c..me i :s il'.arshal.l MacDuff ie, and he spoke at t hat 
I 

ti~e about k±XXXKXBnt about hi s exper~ences in t h e USSR as chie f o f 

an UN RRA Mission to the Ukr~ine. 

I have iwown :L .cDui'fie for a nwnber of years cs-~ 
I 

I feel I can fairly ;;,ay tha t , while he is a t\ cained lawye~ (Yale Law 
\. 

Journal,&\j_llivan&Cr omvJell and a ll t 11a t) amrt f\e has , wh e r ever 

possible , preferred public seevice or the pur\ uit of idea s " hi ch 

mi t:,ht be useful. Outsid ,-:: of t.ne la'~'' , the bulK ' f his interests 

h ~ve been international--Chief of . tbeBoard of Ec~nornic Warfare i n the 

Middle East; Director of the .F'o.c eign Economic Adrri~ni s t r a~~?!} 
1

S European 

Branch; Lend Lease Liquidat~ in the the lle~odm•J ~ .... s{']tt; UNRRA in 

the Ukraine; the Indonesian Ser(iie Corporation~et\. he ha~ also been 

Etctive in Ne ·u York State ;~· o.litics, mo s t recently as Exlm:M.t:i.lcExDi r ector 
51~ )\ 

of the NY Steven~on Vo~un c eers. j 
mile "X 

1\ 

Late last fal l M&cDuff ie mc.d&. an unpre c edented 1 0 OGL 

tri;) througt. · the .:>oviet Union- - wbich he wr ote a oout in Collier' s- -and ~ 
which he b a s just descri oed in a book,~.l to be published by I~orton 's ~ 

in J c..nuary. 1-
I know that, now that be ha ~ fin i shed th i s ac ~ount, h e 

was planning to return to the law--but that also he is ~the k iNd j 
of man ~ ,ai lli · ;a·:· tQ; -;I:io-illei-~-ie;·-rA;;-·hez;;-ne---e'R--z-l.:~ta who could b e , 

~w ~'?~-- i' ~~\J 
persuaded to pursue & H!6f'~·~eful eee;jijlti ;P., ff t \ .• , Of en to him 

("'~Jl Iee;;easi't fo~ '~QhYfn\ e:t1feq,Ftunad <Jf~vet"Wcr'terlt job, fat exam ~le, if the-
• ~eru"O:XCI at:5 WOPQ ~a f.lOYJO~ 

I do not Know wna t J OUr plans are, · or what / OUr 

needs for r.e "' pers cn rJlJel comprl.· se • .Lt J·u s t · d t ~ occurr e 0 me --

seeing ~acDu f' fie re turning to th ~ US and a bout to \ r e t urn to -tWrs7..C 



r2) 

kind of man wi t h imagina tion who would res.f: ond to a chal..t. enge--and 

that you migh t be dea ling in challenges. 

~:~ 
If yo u c...re interested, I ould be glad to x:tx.~mx±x:tNKX 

lead him to / OU. 



Mr. Marshall MacDuf~ie 
152 East 94th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mar shall a 

The Un1vers1 t:y of Chicago 
Chicago Yl, Illinol:s 

February 28, 1955 

Enclosed you will find a eoP7 of a letter which I 

addressed to Father Cavanaugh. Please consider the same 

letter* addressed to you also - mutatis mutandis. (I am 

trying to save time by not having 1 t retyped.) 

Do you think you might be able to make yourself' avail-

able for a period of seven months, assuming that the setting 

and conditione are satiafactory to you? 

Did you have an opportunity to <-..on tact General Hugh B. 

Hester? He is staying at the Penn...Sherwood Hotel in 

Philadelphia, and you could suggest that he contact you when 

he visits in Nev York. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
Enclosures 



MARSHALL MACDUFFIE 

Doctor Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

March ]rd, 1955 

Your 1 etter of February 28th reached 

me this morning. I have not as yet contacted 

General Hester because I am still engaged on the 

Collier's article which will be locked up today. 

At the moment it consists half of a description of 

Khrushchev and half of the interview. The title is 

"The Ehrushchov I Have Known" (we are spelling it 

a new way because that is how he pronounces it and 

how the Russian magazines print it). 

Yes, I could make myself available for 

a period of seven months "assuming that the setting 

and conditions are satisfactory". Needless to say, I 

must soon make new plans. 

With best regards. 

Sincerely, 

A~/aLf 



Mr. Marshall l-1aoDnffie 
152 East 94th street 
Penthouse I 
Jiew York, New York 

Dear Marshall! 

King's Crown Hotel 
420 West 116tb Street 
New York 1 New York 

Denver - March 18, 1955 

Enclosed are copies of letters which I received. 

I expect to be in New York after March 21st. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosures 



r . arehall ·-. c uff1e 
152 ~a t 94 · treet 
'sew York , • •· • 

. ) 

i'h n1v rsl ty of hio go 
h1oago • :r ll1no1s 
pr1l 16 , 1955 

· olosod is a olipp1n3 o a H tt r to th itor 

w ·1ch · ppe r d 1n the .~,, 1-1 York ;.1 es Sun a.y, FE~bruary 6tn. t 

r p int d 1n 0v ral ott r p ra ~~1 thou t o han· • o you 

know, J wa r t 1er ovc:rwhel1· -.1 by the rea pan n1ch 1s t111 

oom1ng, nd more or l ee r reed to try a 1 .aet up a. proj ct. 

he ttaoned emor ndum d sortbo t. ~e pro.., 1ot I tmv 1n .1nd nct 

the iddondum ol1poe to 1t br1n yot up to date on my curre t 

th ught • 

':ro . my c-ontact 1n- a hington -~n · el w or , 

oeltev that tte ttme ie rlpG. tor a new n 'l 1mf~H 1nat1v a .lpl"'oac • 

ot'eeeor • . c., . t;rey nd I had conver atton 1th "'howas L. ln· 

thought 1., nl t t r wo, 1 be i ook d 1 l told 1m that J. h 11 

mak ., an attempt to obt in halt o th f nds needed o-.r trJ.e pro-

.1 ot. from tt"r..e t.uasian gov rnm ·nt. ( ThG funds would. be adn11 iat.ered 

by SOI'i Un1vers1 ty or e arch 1net1\ut1on, )OS&ib y b the lln1 .. 

vsr 1ty of ,tf1c ;r,o). to my ur r1 • h t o ·ht 1t was an xcel-

l nt 1d& • ni , of co re • a only 111 of r n f.' Ar t r ao t on 

r&· we mu t r.o hold him to 1 t . 



2. 

ehoul lUOh r preo1 t 1 t if ou woul explore 1n 

h1ng w1th t.h e 1 n mbaaay, 1f' you h ve n oppor-
unity to 0 o, i'lOW they r l ~.out t "'18 11ea and eth.er 

t. y oul b wU l n to xplore, to tto I o t to dr • 
t1n1t request 1 or er to v th b no 0 t vo-

r bl o r1o1 l otlon . 

t .r.. ht 'b t t t..e u 1 b e y woul nt to kno 

eo thin bout th 1 or thin 1 houl' ent r 

th e11 ion '=>f the ,.,0 18 1on . l a tt to pell 

0 t a r h1n :a 1n thl r sp o an m1 nt v 1t. re y l t.h-

1n a re w eks. 1t' tne· oar to e 1t . 

tt oh d 1 a copy o oornmun1.oo. 1o which :r rece1 v 

rro at r v n u h, torm r :ore 

• It ow the c no ·rn 

upon h10. mu t u1l 1f tt1e 

·nolo d you w1ll f1n 1n. 

r1 l a t you may l av t· 

t u houl w nt to reo 1v t 1 J 

l tter for your o n ! .11 • 

1.. /nr 
e ol 

1 nt of th 1v r 1ty of 

.nrl to rve 

roj ct 1a t auoc • 

upl1 te 1 tt che m -
co. 1 with th. y, 1f 

m t rl 1, n co y or th1 

i o r y y our , 

. o ~ z11 rd 



NEMORANDUM 

TO: Marshall J:viacDuffie 

FROM: leo Szilard 

DATE: June 13, 1956 

1. 

After the chain reaction was demonstrated on December 2nd, I 

1942 and it became evident that the u. s. Government wanted to take I 
I 

out patents on the uranium graphite system, I wrote dovm what I believe' 

to be my contribution to the invention of this system. 

These contributions were :rmde prior to Noveniler 1940. 

The purpose of writing dovm my inventions relating to this system was 

to enable the representatives of the Govern .. '!lent to evaluate my contri-

bution and to make me an offer in case they wished to acquire a patent 

covering tre system. I was given to understand that this was in fact 

the case. 

Since our work Has highly secret, it 1wuld have been 

inadmisable for me to do this writing down job after office hours at 

home. It seemed more advisable to do the work during office hours 

on the premises of the guarded project. I theref~re asked Dr. A. H. 

Compton, the director of the project at the University of Chicago, not 

to put me on the payroll as long as I would take sometime off during 

office hours to write down my inventions. It so happened that our 

employment contracts ran out at the end of 1942 and everybody had to 

be put on the payroll de novo. 

2. 

Captain Robert o. Lavender who handled patent matters 

for the 0 S R D, discussed with me my inventions. At same point of 

this discussion he told me that h9 would reco~nd that the Governrrent 

pay me ~25,000.00 for all of fuy inventions made prior to November 1940, 

and th~t , if I dia not want to accept this offer, he would recommend 

tha,t I be removed from the project. 

1. 



'\>Then asked for the reason for this unusual proposal he 

told me that if I had a claim against the Government, I would be in a 

better position to pursue this claim if I had access to information 

-vrithin the project than othel"\-Tise. 

When I completed the writing dovm of my inventions and 1 

again devoted my full time to the work on the project, I asked Dr. 

Compton to put me back on tre payroll. Dr. Compton told me tba t he had I 
orders from General Groves not to put me back on the payroll until such 

time as Gereral Groves directed him to do so. 

Dr. Compton told me a short while thereafter that he 

had orders from General Groves to cut me off from all secret informa-

tion - which at that time was essentially all information - and inas-

much as there was no wey in vrhich he could do this short of keeping me 

out of the laboratory, he was forced to ask me not to come to the 

laboratory until such time as I 

I told Dr. Compton at once that 

assigned my inventions to the Governmen;. 

I was forced to choose between dropping I 
I 

the -vrork in which I was engaged and losing the rights to my inventions. 

I would choose the latter. Dr. Compton thereupon told me that I might 1 

continue my work on the project, and I would not be cut off from secret 

information. I also told Dr. Compton that I would write to Dr. 

Vannevar Bush, head of the o. s. R. D., protesting against being farced 

to choose between two such alternatives. 

I wrote Dr. Bush such a letter. In this letter I 

stated that I i·TOUld be willing to enter into an undertaking whereby 

the Government could use all of my inventions free of charge so that I 

would have no claim against the Government but otherwise might retain 

the rights to my inventions. I showed this letter to Dr. Compton 

before sending it off. 

2. 



6. 

Dr. Bush in his reply did not respond to my offer and did 

not say that I could remain at \-TOrk if I did not sell my inventions to 

the Gover:nrrerrt at tre Goverrurent 1s price, and evaded tre i s sue which I 

had raised. 

7. 

My offer stated in the letter to Dr. Bush (whereby I 

would abandon any claim against the Government but otherwise reta i n all 

rights to my inventions) was regarded by Capt. Lavender as unsatisfac-

tory on the grounds t:b..at it did not permit the Governmmt to take out 

the patents that wuld have protected the Govermrent against poss:i.hle 

claims by other inventors, and this is the reason, I understand, vThy my 

offer was not accepted. 

All through tre year 1943 while I continued workil'€ on 

the project, I received no salary. Pin amount equal to my salary for 

1943 was paid to me in 1944 after I assigned my inventions to the 

Governrrent under circum:;tances Hhich are stated further belo..t. 

8. 

Towards the end of 1943 Captain Lavender informed me 

that General Groves would cone to Chicago and wanted to reach a final 

decision concerning the Govern:roont purchase of my inventions. My attor-

nay was out of town at that time, and I so advised Dr. Compton, askirg 

that the conference be postponed until my attorney r etm~ned. Dr. 

Compton took up the matter with Col. Metcalf (who worked with Captain 

Lavender in this matter) and, I believe, also with Captain Lavender 

himself. Subsequently Dr. Compton informed ne that he vTas not able to 

persuade them to change tre date in order to penn.it my attorney to be 

present at the final conference. 

In the abse:ooe of my attorney I :root Col. Metcalf, 

Captain Lavender a nd Gereral Groves. In this conference I asked General I 

3. --~-t 



X I 

Groves vrhether :re would be willing to say tmt I could remin at 1-1ork 

on the project whether or not I accepted Captain Lavender's offer of 

$25,000.00 far my inventions. General Groves declined to say that I 

could remain on the project. I then asked General' whether m would be 

willing to say that I could not remain on the project if I rejected 

Captain Lavender's offer of $25,000.00. General Groves said that he 

was unwilling to say that, becaus e if he said so, that would be duress. 

Since I understood from Dr. A. H. Compton t rn t I could 

not remain on the project unle s s I accepted the Govermrent offer, I told 

General Groves the following: 

I believe as do a number of my colleagues, on the 

project, that the Germans might be ahead of us in the development of 

the bomb, and that therefore I can not leave my post. I also told him, 

however, that I am not going to accept Captain Lavender's offer of 

$25,000.00 but instead will accept my expenses for which I presented 

an itemized list. 

These expenses included living expenses of ~333.33 per 

month in New York while I worked at Columbia University w-ithout a salary 

from March 1939 till November 1940. 

I therefore signed a contract assigning all of my 

inventions to the Government for $15,417.60 which represented the sum of 

the itemized expenses. 

Tmre was a rubber stamp on the last page of the con-

tract which expressed that I signed the contract of my own free will and 

not because I was forced to do so. I have never before or since seen a 

stamp of this sort on any contract I have signed. 

10. 

Within 2_4. hours after tm conversation with General 

Groves I wrote a Memorandum describi!€ the conversation tha t led to my 

signing the contract. 



X 

11. 

In addition to the expenses received I was subsequently 

paid a sum equal to the back salary which I would have received for my 

work during the year 1943 atiS had I not been kept off the payroll 

throughout the year. 

* * * * * 

5. 



Mr. Marshall MaoDuffie 
7 East 44th Street ~ 9th Floor 
New York City, New Yo~k 

DeEW Marshall, 

August 11, 1956 

It was very ktind of you to inquire about my a .ffairs • The 

attached memorandum tells you where matters stand now. Harry Kalven 

at the Law School of the University of Chicago informs methat the 

University would be vary happy to receive sueh funds and to administer 

them in a way to provide me with a lifetime fellowship. ~t~ 
~~ of course, 

would cover only my "salary • n Expenses for the first five years would 

be covered by the National Science Foundation, and after that period 

of time provision for expenses would be made on a year-to-year basis. 

This, I believe, is as it should be. 

I 'W'l.derstand .from Dr. Bernard Davis that there is so far a 

pledge t oward - ~ -

the fundwhiCh is sought .from private sources of ~15,000 

by the Lasker Fou..~dation (Mary Lasker), and that this pledge ia condi­

tional upon the -rest of the .fund somehow being raised. 

I quite agree with you that it would be desirable, i.f such 

a .fund can in fact be raised, to have some of the money come from sources 

which are interested in my activities relating to peace and- disarmament 

rather than exclusively from sources which are interested in my work in 

biophys:t.es. As you know, I spent almost six months last year in Wash­

ington, starting with the Quemoy•Matsu crisis, and I would be somewhat 
~r+ensv~l2. 

reluctant to give up my .freedom to do s o again ;t it looks as though 

S"'mething useful can be done. 



Do you think that you can help the University of Chicago 

to set me up as a "knight errant" according to the plan presented in 

the memorandum of Geo~ge Beadle et al.? 

m 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



Mr . Ma~shall MacDuffie 
7 East 44th Street - 9th Floor 
New York City, Ue Yo~k 

Dear Marshall, 

The Quadrangle Club 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
August 11, 1956 · 

I am e.n.closing al"'o the Letter to the Times and the de­

scription of t he project which this letter initiated and · in which you 

collaborated* As you rwnember; there we. no favorable Russian reapon.se 

to this project and, t herefo:t'e, the project was abandoned. I think 

this 1nformat ion might be relevant in discussing my peace and d isa.rma-

ment activities. 

This is now on another subject. I talked to "Nalter Hamil­

ton yeatarday at V ~ite Plains (N.D.A.) about my difficulties with the 

lack of clarity of the Atomic Energy Act. Hwmilton has been for about 

ten years on the ntaf.f of the Joint Committee, and he .felt tha·t l..f 

properly approached the Cma~ittee might be willing to sponsor an amend­

ment that will make it clear that it was not their intention to dis• 

criminate again t tho e ho made their contribution prior to the crea­

tion ot: the A. E.C. The big issue now is how should the Committee, be 

approached, and t his I propose to discuss with you early in September. 

Hamilton is a very solid citizen, and it might be that he could help. 

{Ue is now with N.D.A.) He has very high regard for Durham, Postore, 

Hickenlooper, Price, and Ccle, and as you know high esteem mostly works 

both ways. He also has a very intimate knowledge of the personal rela­

tionships within the Committee and betwe n the Committee members and 

the Commission. 



Please keep this letter in your files for the record as 

we may have to come b ck to this matter later. 

m 
Encl. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo SZilard 

2 . 



MARSHALL MACDUF'F'IE 

A TTORNEY AT LAW 

7 EAST 44TH STREET 

NEW YORK 1 7 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
~uadrangle Club 
University of Chic ago 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Leo : 

MURRAY HILL. 2·6060 

CABLE ADDRESS : 

"MAMACOUF NEW YORK" 

September 24 , 1956 

Here are a few brief notes 
quick trip to California . 
Septemb er 26 and t h en I am 
Octob er 4 to be away about 

for you before I g o off on a 
I will be back i n New York 
go ing to the Sovie t Union on 
three we ek s . 

Enclo s ed is a memor andum which I wrote for Br antz and 
which he sent to t h e dire c tors of Unitronics . We a l s o 
want , sometime s oon, to make some pub lic announcement 
about you and therefore I should appreciate any coiT~ents 
you h ave on this memo and any possib le quotati ons f rom 
it . I refer particularly to the quotations a ttributed 
to Dr . Beadle, Dr. David and Dr. Puck . This , I a ssume 
would not be in any publicity statement . Coul d y ou also 
send me a copy of a recent photograph which we mi ght u se 
and any comments you have as to possib l e publicity . 

Katzenstein is in town today and I hop e we will s oon settle 
the employment contract . He i s now looking for a home in 
this vacini ty. The Ji' lowmeter patent is in t h e hands of 
our patent attorneys for furth er check because t here is a 
poss i bility of a slight c onflict with one by a man named 
Kalmus in the Bureau of St andards. However, i t does not 
worry us verymuch. Kat z enste in and Easton made a presen­
tation to various gove r nmental officials ab ou t a week a go 
and had a rather favorable resp onse . We are all quite 
hopeful about the Flowmeter , and incidentally, our top 
engineers seem delighted that Katzenstein is coming with 
us. So that I d o not think we will h ave any p ersonnel 
problems . 

Brantz asked me to tell you that he 
conversations with John Menke. For 
we might be able to build computers 
because Menke is so busy with other 
any attention to that at present . 

has had some int eresting 
a time it a ppeared t hat 
for Mr. Menke, but 
mat ters, he cannot g ive , 

}l;'t~ \ ' !l""' !.-'"!;;). 

~I~./·( • rt;L J(At. .. f.. 
~~4..~ r 1. At.-t.v-TV 

(}~TJ'"' 
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Dr. Leo Szilard September 24, 1956 

Brantz has not had time to talk to me about your letter con­
cerning the use of a different machine and punch cards in 
the food markets . My own reaction is tha t i n the case of 
many cans being the sme weight, say, a brand of co f fee , 
t here would be a great temp t a tion to grab the ch e a p er c a rd 
and I t h ink that too many p eop le would try to skip through 
on the weight p roblem, or the re woul d be too many argu~ents 
when you detected somebody whose weight v a ried. Too many 
pe ople would attempt to get away with it and t h en just s ay , 
"Oh, I made a mistake. " That 's my first reaction, but I 
will try to t h i nk about it some more . 

I d o n ot know what you t h ink about the campaign, but I am 
beginning to be somewhat hopeful that Stevens on may wi n . 
It could b e a close Truman-finish a gain. 

With best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

£ 1v. ~ h CJ__/ 

MM/jj 
enclosure 



Mr. .~arshall MacDu.ffie 
7 East 44th Street 
ew York City 17, New York 

Dear farshall, 

The Quadrangle Club 
The lniversity of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
September 29, 19$6 

Many thanks for your letter of September 24th. when I received 

it l sent you a telegram to tell you that Kalmus of the Bureau of Standards, whose 

name you mentioned, is a friend of mine. 

In the meantime I assume you have received a copy of my letter 

addressed to Katzenstein about the magic whistle or magic wand. 

liith regard to the publicity issue which you raise in your letter, 

I have serious misgivings about any publicity at this time. It might be much better 

to wait and have the publicity if and when I should join your Board of Directors --

a possibility which we have discussed. 

My aversion to publicity at the present time has two sources: 

If a distinguished scientist joins a company a an employee, then you would expect 

some publicity, but if the relationship is merely that of a consultant, such publi­

city is hardly customary. That does not mean that I •vould object to it provided it 

looks an thoueh the arrangement is more or less a permanent one. By permanent I 

,.,ould mean something like five years. e have not discussed so far for how many 

years the arraneement is projected, and right now I would not be able to commit myself 

for any fixed length of tinte for the following reason: 

An application has been made to the N tional Science Foundation 

for a grant which VA::>uld establish for me a roving situation. The contracting institu­

tion under this grant would be the c.alifomia Institute of Technology. I suspect that 

under the rules under which they operate I would not be as free as I am under the rules 



Mr. Marshall k~acDu.ffie -2- September 29, 1956 

of the University of Chicago to act as a consultant to outside companies. If this 

difficulty should arise I shall, however, try to meet it by proposirg to Cal Tech 

that they make a subcontract with the University of Chicago for the grant and that 

I remain in the employ of the Oniversi ty of Ohio ago. I have checked With the 

National Science Foundation and find that this would not be objectionable to them, 

and I assume that it 'lvould not be objectionable to Cal Tech either. However, I 

cannot raise this question at present "W1 th them. 

The .Board meeting of the National Science Foundation, 'Which is 

supposed to decide the grant application that Cal Tech made on my behalf, takes place 

sometime in December, and I fear that any newspaper publicity between now and then 

might jeopardige the awarding of such an unusual grant. 

If and when publicity becoff!es possible, I think you ·tdll have to 

limit yourself to documents Which are in the public domain;. the memorandum of Beadle, 

Davis and Puck does not fall into this categor.y. 

1 imat,tine that you are very busy now prepal'ing for your trip to 

Russia and so 1 shall not bother you Wi. th other problems . tJpon your return we will 

have to make some decisions as to how to handle the patent compensation issue about 

•lhich I wrote you earlier. 

With kindest regares, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
m 

r .s. ~any thanks for your note re Compton's book. I just borrowed a pre-view copy. 



Mr. Marshall UoDu.f'1'1e 
3 Eaat 63rd Street, Apt. 5 A 
New YOl"k, N. Y • 

Dear Marshal~, 

- IS 

December 14, 1956. 

Enclosed 1s a photocopy aud also copy of a l r; tter 

whioh I wrote to the Comm1as1onor of Health of New Yo:r•k 

City who baa asked me to suggest mod1fioat1ons to the pro­

posod sanitary code. Please note the pasga~a in my letter 

wh1oh I have marked 1n the margin on pages 1 and 2. I am 

told that there are about 130,000 fluoroscopy machines in 

the u.s. wh1oh should provide a fairly large market for 

the eleotron1o gadget that would be needed. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lao Szilard 

enol. 
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