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Impressions 

of the 

Henry Stammel: 

It is with diffidence that I have 
accepted the invitation of the Editor 
of Oceanus to comment upon the 
Oceanographic Congress at the 
United Nations in ew York. The 
meetings themselves were very stim­
ulating, and the program well 
organized. Everyone who attended 
expressed admiration of Dr. Mary 
Sears' arrangement of the Congress. 
And it was certainly impressive to 
convene in the handsome auditoria 
- especially the Great Plenary Hall -
a marked contrast to the uncomfor­
tably hot streets and stuffy Hotel 
Commodore. 

• 

Two weeks is a long time to sit 
and listen to talks. Fortunately, the 
subjects v.·ere varied and covered a 
wide range of topics. The idea of 
having "feature presentations", or 
invited formal lectures, in the morn­
ing, followed by various shorter 
papers and round tables in the 
afternoon was successful in produc­
ing variety and maintaining interest. 
Since it is difficult to get large groups 
to discuss any connected theme co­
herently, the round-tables in the 
afternoon were more in the nature 
of "selected short subjects" than 
genuine discussions of a central 

15 
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Congress r \ 
theme. But this was probably inevi- Albatross Award 
table, and I think no convenor could 
have managed a genuine discussion One important event which was 
under such circumstances, ... the interests apparently not widely publicized nor 
of the individual participants being ·a strictly official part of the Congress 
what they were. was the presentation of the American 

One of tne pleasant consequences Miscellaneous Society's A Iba tr o s s 
of the prolonged two-week period Award to Prof. Walter H. Munk late 
was that there was plenty of time one night. The award signifies recog­
for delegates to renew personal nition of high attainment by an 
acquaintance with old friends. American in the field of oceanogra-

Also, there was enough time for phy. Unlike the Nobel Prize, the 
everyone to fraternize with Russian ~lbatross Award does not rely for 
colleagues from the splendid research its renown upon a large sum of 
vesse·J Michael Lomonosov. During money. Indeed there is no money at 
the first day, I had the impression all. However, the recipient has the 
that we all felt a little awkward but satisfaction of owning for one year 
that within a few days the tension a handsome stuffed and mounted 
eased, and we felt free to discuss Albatross - which he can display in 
most subiects (except politics and his laboratory or at home. It· was 
Pasternak). At the meetings, · some announced that the next presentation 
American oceanographers questioned will be in Helsinki in July 1960, at 
Russian speakers in a slightly h~stile which time the possession of the Al-

. manner - unbecoming of hosts and batross will pass to the next tecipient. 
embarrassing to the maiority. In some Of course the distinction of being 

· cases, the pertinent answers were chosen Albatross Laureate far out­
already published in the Soviet liter- weighs the inconvenience of trans­
ature. Indeed, most speakers of all porting this rather large bird across 
countries essentially amplified pre- the ocean by ship, in airplanes, and 
viously published researches; even through · various customs. And though 
the very important current measure- it is ine~itable that the buffeting of 
ments by Swallow and Worthington so much travel will, in time, some­
in the Atlantic and by Knauss in the what dim · the splendor of the 
Pacific had already been announced Flumage, the .accumulqted lore and 
in Nature magazine. No one of the nistory of this Grand Old- Bird will 
1000 odd participants had a funda- make it the most coveted distinction 
mentally startling fact or mint-new in our profession. 

idea to announce. Though thrills were '-,_ J 
few, there was a . feeling of im- ...__ _____________ _ 

. Dr. P. T chernia: 
press1ve progress on all fronts. And 
even more stimulating was the very 
wide range of topics covered - and 
the excellent summary lectures - so 
that many of us felt that we were 
being re-educated in our own science 
and our horizons - narrowed by 
years of specialization - opened up 
again. 

In your letter you asked me to 
give you some of my feelings on the 
congress and, more precisely, state­
ments which may be usefu I for future 
planning of another International 
Congress in five or ten years. 

First of all do not take my state­
ments as a criticism of our last meet-
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H'AR V ARD UNIVERSITY 
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING AND APPLIED PHYSICS 

Dr. alter H. Munk 
University of California 

at La Jolla 
La Jolla, California 

Dear alter, 

'Pierce Hall 

Cambridge 38, e-Massachusetts 

October 25, 1960 

On behalf of the university Committee on Oceanography, I 
am pleased to be able -oo ask you to deliver a series (perhaps 
three, during a week or so) of lectures . here at Harvard some­
time this winter at your own convenience, and on any oaeano­
graphical topic you may choose. . e can of fer you an honorar­
ium of only $1000, so that perhaps you may find it convenient 
to combine this trip East with another to make the money stretch. 

Elizabeth and I are doing our best tA:> make a life in the 
big city and are having a good time. The children enjoy their 
school. e do look forward to seeing you if you can come. 

Yours truly, 

Henry St Illllel 

HS:Js 
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copy of wire 

TO MR . HENRY STOMMEL 

10/ 23/63 
Honolulu 
9 : 32 a . m. 

c/o Walter :1 Munk , Scripps, La Jolla 
WIRE FLIGHT ARRIVAL CARE RCA. 
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MASSACH US ETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY CA MB R IDG E 3 9 , MAS S AC H USETTS 

November 22 , 1963 

Dr p a lter H~ Munk 
Scripps Institution of Oeeanography 
La Jolla, Californ ia 

Dear alt r : 

Dr B.o Mandelbrot , visiting professor at Pier ce Hall~ 
Harvard University has akked me about the dat from 
the Bermuda ther~mometric cable that you and Bernard s.nd 
I described in that art i cle~ wrote together years 
a~o o He has an interest in rather odd looking time 
series , and thinks it would be fun to play e_ro nd with. 
ou r numbers . I have them in msnl1cript form 9 but 1 t 
woul d be most convenmBnt to him if you could le~ him 
ha.ve the cards from which you mad.e the an~lysiso Probs_bly 
they have long since been di 0 carded , but jut on 
the slim chance tl:'"l et they are b: nging around I thougl"!.t 
I ought to write and ask o 

Dr~ Redfield tells me that you are getting all ready 
for the d.edics_tion of your new ·rnsti tu te , Congratulations , 

slter-". You must be very pleased end hA py~ and I must 
s a y that I am too to hear how ell things are orking out 
geophysical l y in La Jolla. 

Yours truly , 

Henry Stomme 1 



13 September 1965 

Professor Henry St01111ael 
:oods Bole Oceanographic I - stit·ution 
oods Bo.le, Massachusetts 

Are you planning to attend the PSAC 
meeting on Beptember 17 and 18? If .so I wonder 
whether you m1gh.t come a little early or stay a 
little later, and give me a chance to talk to 
you about some recent work for at lea ta few 
uninterrupted hours? ! have become very 
interested .in the problems oft e abyssal 
circulation and the- di tributi-on of the variables 
in the deep sea. I think 1 have seen :all your 
papers on the ·subjec·t by now. There seems to 
be a very staple way ot ~ittiug the observations 
into a patteirn, and I would like to discuss 
wit , you the merit of the procedure. The work 
is an outgrowth o~ our plans, beginning tb1s 
fall, of doing oceanography from the bottom up. 

Wit.h best regard-s, 

Sincere1y yours, 

W·al-ter H. Munk 

WHM/esm 


