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District of New Britain.

onducted by: B.T. Copley.
Area Patrolled: Bali and

Witv Islands.

Patrol accompesnied part time by Mr E.S Sharp and Mz
and six native police E.M.A.

Duration: 13/6/53 to 11/7/53

Objects of patroly TC pay
}. ;v vw;-fr
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Jun 13 Depanted 1 lasea for Wwitu, arriving at the Catholic Mission
site at 5.%0 pm, %

{
|
14 Departed Witu for Bali Plantation. Moved to PENATAMBOTONG. : ]
I

15 Census PENATAMBUTONG. Pzid War Gratuities. Organised working
parties to reckh im eroded ground in the village. Talk on co-ops.
16 To PENATAKUMBU, 10 minutes welk., Pdid war gratuities, ounducted
census-taking, inspected village. Retw ® & PENATAMBOTONG. ]
17 To MALANAI for census and payments wm gratuities. Most pleasant
site on the hill overlooking Bdi Plantation. Insp cted ancient J
carvings. Returned PENATAMBOTONG for one Court of Native Affdirs. % ;
1
|

Opened inquest into the Aeath of BAMBAI. Co-op discussion
18 HMoved to PENATA conducted census snd paid war grat uities . ‘
Met Mr Miller who sought to apply for a Trading allotment Licence f
near FLNATA village. Discussion of co-op marketing with natives. I3
19 To MANOPO. Census and war gratuities. Inspected villoge.
Returned PENATA and went down to Mr Keogh's trading sllotmaut. ]
Inspected in company both parties (Mr Miller revresenting Mr Xeogh) |
and g prove of the spplication. Rough traverse made. A
20 Through MANOPO to MAKIRI where census wes checked and war gretuit-
ies paid. No complaints and the village in excel lent order. Moved
on to KUMBU up on the mouhtain behind the mission station. A
lovely village site if it wasn't so badly off far water. Whole of
Village area lawn, All drinking water carried several miles from
Bali Plan tation. Tul-tul absent working at San Remo Pla. tation.
21 Sunday observed.
22  RUKUKUMBURUKU, TAMANGONI and PENATKETINARAVI censs ed to-day
as they are close to one =n other., Paid wer gratuities. Talks
on copra-marketing. One complaint settled.

23 To MATAPUPURU. Census and war gratuities. All in order, no
complaints. Village quite good. To KUMBURI No 2. Census war
gratuities and ispection. This was a filthy village and was
cle eaned yp, Investigated application for T.A.L at land cd led
POTUNAEKAKULAPE. Application by Mr Keogh. lLand cleared and trade
store erected. Only twenty yards from Mr Coldham's allotment H
and application not recommended. Is within statutory distance
required by ordinance from next dllotment. |

24 Censused KUMBURI No 1, paid war gratuities and had villesge cleaned
Up. Moved on to Bali Plantation for native lesbour inspection.
25 Continued labour inspection. To PENATAMBOTONG to check on ~h

Inquest witnesses.
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Jun 20

N

28

29

Jus X

10
11

Moved to MAKIRI to join 'Theresa May'. Sailed for MUNDUA Is
disembarking at Ningau Plentation, Conducted census. Paid
war gratuities and war damage compensation. Inspected village,
drier and copra in stock. Quite a reasonable grade,

Conducted census for SILINGE and GORU. Silenge is separate
island to MUNDUA and oniy 10 minutes by canoe. War damage

and war gratuities paid at each village. One complzint
settled out of Court. GORU village now on war-time emergency
landing ground.

1o KORI. Conducted census, paid war demage and war gratuities.
A very pleasantly situsted village on clean sandy beach.

To KURRAVU. Badly needs new houses but short of building
meterial. War damage ana war gratuities paide. Returned w
NINGAU plentation and inspected native labour.

Inspected NINGAU labour barracks and facilities during
morning. 'Theresa May' due but did not arrive.

No ship. Returndd KORI village. Some information gathered
about illegal peddling by Chinese from Witu.

No ship. Remabned at KORI. Visited KURRAVU.

'T.M.' arrived. Moved to John Albrecht Hbr. Conducted B/GORI (2)
~ensus, routine payments. An excellent new village. Previously
situated on hill but now adjacent ho mission so that the
pedple have no excuse for not dttending church, also to mdke
village easily accessible to mission staff,

To BALANGORI (I), checked ceusus. paid war demage and war
gratuities, A few minutes walk back to LANGU Plantation

where labour and eonditions were inspected.

Pidu village census, war damage and war gratuities.Village
situated on old emergency landing ground.

To LAMBE. Census and war gratuities., Interviewed I.F.McLean.
Inspected small lebour line ot Ilia and buildings etc..

Slept ati METO Plantation.

To PUTPUT village via ILIA Pln.. Census, war damage and war
gratuities, One District Court case. Returned to ILIA Fln

for two District Court cases. Returned to METO.

Visited NDOLLI villsge. Usual routines, census. Inspected

9 laboureres at METO Pln during ofiternoon. Also buildings.
Ore-Dis-briebk-Ceurbv-exse.

Inspected LAMA Pln and labour. Re‘wrned MsTO Pln for

District Court case during &fternoon.

To LAMA village. Inspection. Moved t. BALANGORI anchorage.

To BALI to pick up witnesses. Scsiled for Talasea.

L
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INTRODUCTION.

The BALI and WITU people nave little in common =znd the

’ groups are dealt with separately in this report. This is

the second patrol to the islands since the war, the last being

conducged by Mr I, Skinner in 1949, end in 1950 a short visit

to pay war damage in part. The monih aveilable waes equally

F divided between BALI and WITU. Though the n=ctusl time available
was quite sufficient to conduct the usual business, the Witu
people would have liked us ta stay longer. They were interested
in co-operative marketing =nd what is going on in other perts

of the District and I expldained to them how Kandrian and Talasea

natives were beirg quickly organised to make more use out of their
copra.

Many WITU men visit Rsbaul and Kokopo, and though they
invariably tell theéir stories wien they arrive home, accounts
are varied and garbledy The trouble with the WITU's is that
they have never had anybody on the Islands who has been slightly
. interested in helping th.w, that is awongst residents of the
| Islands. Naturally emough coumerce is the first consideration
of business people, but, had it gone hand in hand with a partner-
ship with local natives, European and native could huve benefited;
The Buropean from the labour point of view, thereby helping
himself at the dame tiime. WITU traders I think have probably
Jeen ‘'lways a Llit tle too shrewd ; The isolated but pleasant
group is somewhat of an attraction tw the 'beach-combing' type;
these together with notoriously high prices and always minimum

wages have made natives and Buropeans a little suspicious of

one another, However there is no spparent rosentment, except
between Furopeans and this is dying out a lou compered with what M
' it was, I am told, three yearc ago.

; AN R T o
T . o e o

WITU GROUP.

This consists of pawple on Garove and Mundua Islands,
: numbering . They were surprised and pleased to see the i
'government' once again. As far as they knew and had been told L
by a local missionary - the government at Td asea was no longer
concerned witn the Witu people. They were to take no more of their
troubles to the 'kiap', the missionary would settle them all in »

future. This was told to me by alwost all officials and Buropeans
in the area. My advice to them in all cases ran =long thcse lines;-
* It is good for anybody to come in 2nd settle disputes before

real trouble arises; the government having nc objection in thase




4.

remote places, as to who should help with mediating; to be

watchful that advice teadered may be only beneficinl to the

party tendering it; generally that village officials had to

make decisions without being influenced by their own people

’ or local Buropeans. (Ahard thing for them to do). Having

made their decision, it must stand even if disputed until

the arrival of the patrol officer to straighten matters out,

if necessary." There were no eomplaints about village officials. |
They were all quite good, except the Luluai at GORU whe is far i
too much under the influence of the local priest. The

village KORI is without a Tul-tul and DUMBI is recommended

at the request of the villagers.

HOUSING AND SANITATION.

Considering the scarcit;, of building materials, houses
were of a reasonable standard. All rubbish is satisfactorily
disposed of in the sea.

TRADING.

Native copra is bought by Burns Philp (Ningau), Mr.I.F.
McLean of Lambe, Mrs Chang Sang (NDOLLI) and Mr Coote (Langu).
The role.of Rev. Mayerhoffer was to collect copea and deliver
to NDOLLI charging owners freight, then later distributing
cash and trade goods to growers. With copra then aft £68 per
ton one village received on paper £45 for 22 full bags. Out

of this they pgid 5/- per bag freight to the store. The
priest's share was 8 bags or thereabouts. I witnessed the
final payment to GORU growers which was close to £20 and a

a handful of trash from Mrs Chang Sang's store worth about
Four or Five Pounds. Mayerhoffer says the Crinese pays £2.5.-
per bag. The Chinese in charge of the store claimed £3.-.-.

A1l in al!ll it was an unsatisfactory state of affairs and I

insisted that the M.V. '0tto' should be licensed th carry

pascengers and freight for reward if it was to carry om, or
that Mrs Chang Sang took out a Pedler's Licence for Mundusa
s Islani. My estimmte is that of the £3.-.- per bag paid by \
' the Chinese, Mayerhorfer collected in one way and asother ‘
at least half of what should have gone to the grower, The
: obvious salution was co-operative or colleztive marketing and b

the affair wes discussed with the District Commissioner and

latcr Mr Wiseman (Co-op secticn). It is to be hoped that
Witu copra can be marketed in Rabaul. One lead did actually

in with a Iuluai, and once the results are seen the people

themselves will find the remedy.
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Mr Henn at Ningau Plantetion paid £2/5/- per bag for copra.

Mr I.F. MeLean also purchased copra and shell. Lee Hing gpplied
for Mr Mcleans TAL at LAMBE which Mr McLean was about to abandon.

FOOD AND WATER SUPPLY,

Food and water are short st this time. The only spring
water was a small outlet on Ningau Plantation. Occasionally
vater can be obtained on che beach at low tide, and I think it
would be better to start patrolling Witu in early April.

A Mr Wakeford made a survey in the Witu group in connection
with the over-alienation nf native lands, and to determine the
remaining amount of land suitable for gardening. His report was
not available at Talasea, where it is required, but I am told
by the Man ager at Ningau that part of the plantction was resumed
for the natives of KORI as a vesult of his work, Natives on
Mundua are certainly in a2 be tter position than those on Witu who
are really hemmed in on all sides by plantations.

The very hot 4ry period which was being experienced at the
time of our visit had just about finished off sweet potato and
taro. Practically no yams were seen, and here, I explained to them,
the solution was in their own hands. Plant plenty of yams and store
them in April and May for June, July, August and September.

There were plenty of fish and coconuts so0 no-one was
really hungry. Therc are very few fowls and pigs on Witu. Cross
bred pigs taken there by Mr Skinner in 1949 have 2ll died and/or
been eaten.

BUILDING MATERIALS.

Some natives complained that all the sago leaf on Witu had
been exhausted on the construction of churches. I saw the
churches and can believe it. They were of enormous proportions
and could more th:n ~ccomodate the whole population in their
respective areas.

Considering the scarcity of building materials on Witu,
houses were quite good. Some people un=ble to obtain sago leaf
were using banana palm le af.

W

ROADS.
The few tracks in use were in first class conditian.

PLANTATIONS.

e e e e

All plantations were inspected and reports were submitted
separately. Relations between management and labour were poor
at Ilia and Meto plantations. In each case I could find no fault
with the mansgers or conducs of tlee places. At Ilia, two natives

were charged with assaulting tle manager and convicted.

R e g TS
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The
burns to his chest and arms, wa

Manager at l.e.o, while still recovering from extensive
5 assaulted by five Sepik

There was no justificution
whatsosver for the assaults in either case. All contracts

were cancelled on the application of the employers.

A native was convicted of stealing coconuts from ilia Pln.
There are very few Witu natives working on loeal plantations.
Those who are warking within the district are at Rabaul,

Kokopo and Bainings plamtations. The majority of labour
imported comes from Morcbe =nd Sepik districts. Relations
between foreign labour and local natives are good; Finschhafen
mountain natives tend to keep to themselves and are a biti surly.

labourers who were imprisoned.

ANCHORAGES. (South-east season) - GEOGRAPHICAL.

(i) Western anchorage Langu Pln. Near WIDU church.
(ii) John Albrecht Hbr.
(iii) Meto Pln. All ab ove three on GAROVE Is.

(iv) North s de of Munduz Pks near copra shed.(Ningau)
There is a thermal region inside GAROVE Is. The area is
: bare and emitting a little steam. This may not be known to
the volcanologost &t Rabaul.

DARAGA Is, 25 miles west of Mundua Is is included in
the Witu group.(Not visited). It is uninhabited except for
a few copra cutters who go over with their wives and families
on Ningau launch to cut Butns Philp's copra. Mr Hann reparted
that coconuts and pigs had been tallen from Burns Philp's
portion of the Island and that he had warned a certain
Buropesnn ageinst any repitition of the of fence.

It would be more convenient for tle next patrol officer

l to remain at Bali for three weeks. Trensport is necessary
between Bali and Witu. There is no need for the ship to wait for
him at Witu. It is far more economical for a vessel to make

a second trip than to wait..

MISCELLANEQUS.

I refer to previous correspondence from the District
Commissioner to A.D.O. Talasea in the matter of inheritance
of native land a2t NDCLLI by Mrs Chang Seng's offspring. Having
regard to preseant ower ali¢nation of land at Witu, and the
readiness of thne Witus to dispose of anything likely to lead
to cash or favours, the lack of permanency of the likely
occupants, differences in culture, pessible occupation by

Chinese
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I would not recommend that any of Mrs Chang Sang's family
have rights over na‘ive land, unconditionally. In the event
of any decksion to the contrary then it is recommended that
the inheritance should go to the present generation only for
their own use exclusively, and that they should have no.power
to pass on such an inheritance without the approval of the
Admgnistrator or t¢ allow its use by any other non-native
persons or to use it in any way to the detriment or
disadvantage of the NDOLLI people. Further, that absence

from the land for more than two yesrs should determine its

occupancy and that it should pass to the next in succession
on the native side.

TRADING (Continaed from pp4-5).

There were two enquiries from natives re restaurant
licences. They were from KIVIA, Tul-tul of LAMBE and PANDI
of NDOLLI. Each paid £4/10/- into Trust pending the issue
of licences. Both premises were inspected. and had good
stoves tables and chairs, clean utensils and cupboards. They
proposed to serve mesls, mainly rice and meat, tea and biscuits.
THSy are both intelligent natives and I recomuend the Bsue
of trading licences bo them. Mr Bell, E.M.A. inspected the
premises and wes quite satisfied with them.

MEDIGAL .
Mr Bell, E.M.A. accompanied the patrcl to Witu
and inspected medical posts. The .natives' health everywhere

was very good.

WAR DAMAGE COMPENSATION.

Witu claims had been paid in part by the previous
patrol. All claims to hand were finalised. However some
natives working in other parts of the Pistrict were unabie

to receive their claiks.

WAR GRATUITIES.

Those held were paid and medals presented.

gy W . 2 o J.
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BALI (Unea Is)

NATIVE AFFAIRS.

The Bali people are quite a spirited crowd and often
indulge in fist fighting at the slightest provocation. Even
so relations between villages are as cordial as they could ,
be anywhere and they are pret$y well intermarried. There
was only one complaint brought to the Court, concerning an

unfaithful wife, and th ings were generally very quiet.

vhat might appear to 8 desolate wilderness when viewed
from the sea is probably the richest ground in the District,
Everyone has plenty to eat, although the diet is strictly
controlled by the season and 2t times monotonous. Natives
cannot grasp the importance of growing yams for starage,
and have to content themselves with & fruit diet during the
off season; there being an abundance papaws, mangoes and

galip nuts when ro ~getables are short. At the same time,

Bali people are a laz, and indolent people, fond of an excess
of pleasure and a minimum of effort; knowing full well that
they could easily plant and store yams, but preferring the

£

easy way out.

Most of the officials are elderly wen and are criticised
by local Europeans because they are not doing as much as Yhey used
to do. How this should concern the Europeans i1 dO not know.

What they probably mean is that the younger men are having

an easier time in the village and consequently do not

fedl so tempted to go out and afifer for wark to avoid toil

in the village. Officials at Bali are quill reaspnab.e

compared with others 1 have secn 1L other parts of the

Territory and 1 see no reason 101 replacing the old men

because they are olde. They at least see to it that the old people
are not neglected, which is more than come young officials

care to do. If they are not entirely respected for their

age and loss of brute strenghh, they are respected for their

experience.u

COPRA MARKETING. ‘

Some copra is produced and would a sunt to no more
$han two tons per month. Mr Skinner was of the opinion that

there was an asbundance 21 couvohnuts t Bali., Mr Skinner':

count of palms in the area divided by latest population

figures average between 7 and 13 per head. As 10 palms are
considered the desireablt pninimum for a native adult, there

is no great margin. Children consume lmost as much coconut:

| 0% = ; X i <> 2 Q ~: N <
T e T ’

— .‘ -
e
y




9.

as 40 theilr parents. Bali is without natural water, except
on Mr Caldhem': plantation an the

nuts ol course are
used extemnsively for drinking . ter; this not without
continual damage to palm:
down. It does not zppear to me that there is much hope for
copra marketing by Bali natives., The little that is produced
is being sold to Mr Coldham and Mr Miller w! : is representing
Mr L.Keogh. Any atitempt to persuade natives to push their
resources would be unwise; it must be remembered that Bali

is an island some 50 miles from the coast and food is more
important than the elusive Pound note, difficult to capture,
Quick to escppe. Before anything is planned for Bali an
accurate survey is necessary, production limited t» a2 quota
calculated to be surplus to requirements and new arcas to

be planted up.

There is the need for orgenisation even if only to
provide money for a water supply. The terrain is for the most
part steep and water runs off in a few hours. It would be
a great saving for villagers to have two gwod concrete or
iron tanks in the vicinity of the villages to catch some water

from creek-beds,

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK.

The patrol arrived at the height of the dry season,
and the usual taro shortages were being experienced. There
was still plenty of fruit including excellent oranges selling
at 1/- per dozen. Anything except peas can be grown, and of
excepting Bnglish cabbage and cauliflower. bles grow
beautifully on the slopes of the island's oniy smell
mountain.

Fowls and pigs are plentiful. All except one of the
cross-bred pigs tzken there by Mr Skinner in 1949 have died,
However their progeny show a marked improvement feom the
native pig, and the project benefited the islanders greatly,
even if soiwe of the pigs found their way to the table. Many
died because we think that they were not hardy enough to
withstand the little care and rigorous diet that natives
provide. I believe that they were the first cross from
thorough-bred pigs and may not have had suificient ol the
wild strain in them to enable to compete with their wilder,

more hardy neighbours. The usual symptoms were apparent

C

sickness, listlessness for a period, loss of welght and
appetita, Mr White at Bali Plantation is caring for tne only
survivor and nursed him back to health. He is ol the opinion
that the r¢ onably valuable anamals wi lost because of
the lack of knowledge of the nativ f how to care for pigs.
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and not caused by any disease,

The average price for fowls
is 4/- for thése that rema

in on the island and 5/- for those
that are taken to the Talnses coast., They wouldn't give any

reason for the difference, but I suppose the 1/- is a

protective tariff designed to guard against depopulation of
the fowls. That principle doesn't apply to pigs wro are the
seme price if they are taken away from the island; not that

fowls are in short supply. They ere of course far more plent-
iful than the pigs.

COURTS,

One native was convicied of relations wiih a married woman.
Messrs Bell and P.0. Sharp were present =t the opening of an
Inquest’ into the death of BAMBI of PENATAMBOTONG. The Court
was adjourned and 2ll witnessec accompamied the patrol to
Talasea at a later date. A native wos later committed for
trial on a charge of manslaughter of BAMBI by the Cormner at
Talasea.

R TIES.
These were paid where applicable and medals presented.

- There were several queries. W.G.1ll No.l072 wes sea: to Talasec
without wedal:. (LAUPU of SILINGE domiciled at PENATA - Bali)

One other native was under the impression that this was a2 part
payment and that he would receive the baslance later,

VILLAGE OFrICIALS.

Retirements and deaths have caused vacaucies and in
each case below the recommended man was elected by the villagers
to take the place. '

Bage. Nom. for. Village, Reason_ for
posétion. . Vacanc

KORCI T-t. Luluai BALINANAKUMBU Death of Iuluai

BITO Tul-tul do. Vac.if KOROI promot.

UMBILIVI Tul-tul PENATA Tul-tul decd.

MATARA Tul-tul KUMBU T-t resigned.

NATIVE IABOUR INSPECTION.

Mr H.T. Coldham's plantztion, the onl; one on the island
was inspected. A report was submitted separately and everything
was very much in order. Mr white, the manager, was of very
much assistance to me at Bali and sincere thanks are due to him
for his help and information. Central highlands labour are
employed there at present. Bali natives are naturally enough very
frightened of them. One local lad, ceught by Chimbus when
defecating near water supply was rescued by Mr White, terror-

stricken but unhurt from a mob of 70 odd labourers.
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& The Directer of Distridt Borviees

and Native Affairs,
PORT MORESBY.
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It is understood that Mr. E.T.Cepley
made & patrol of the Witu Group last year.

This patrel is referred to as Ne. 8 om
the patrol report returns, but ) have not received
a patrel report, and the ‘auiltant Distriet Officer
Talagea informs me there is no copy there,

Avparently dr. Copley took his motes
w'ch him to compile the ort during his leave.
{ would be glad if you would ask Mr. Copley te let
me have the patrel report.

-—

(9. K. MeCarthy)
District JASLs

te to: District Conmissioner, 7 : t

— Please find attached two copies of the Report requested which 4+
arrived from Mr, Copley in Sydney a few days ago, one for your office and one for d
gub=-district office at TALASEA B\ a K
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