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as he affectionately termed it, was the resi

by his obligations to his cou

beloved Ranchito

Golorful characters abounded in early California,

but few are better known or more interesting than the last

Mexiean governor, Pio Piec

iiakﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁas or Renchito,
dence which
pon Plo considered home, He was called away very often

mnds which

atry and by the del

his many scattered properties made upon his attention.

Nevertheless, the most t

ured in Don Pio's memory

he might be revil

pressed by th
at

unrelenting cares of life. At the Ranchitc

he was goéee. He could there enjoy the art of living

handelasp of a true

friend, and the mellowing influenc
Pio Pilc¢

0 was born at Misid

gson of J osé Mar fﬂ Pico, an army

npretentious start, indeed, that

geant, It was a very
young Pio had in life.
when his father died, in 1819, he was left largely respon--

He was one of ten children, and

sible for the care of his mother, sisters and brothers. Un-

like many of the people who later became prominent, young

Pio did not have any extensive patrime and and cat-




tle to fall back upon. He had to rely on his own native

Very little formel

early california, and beaause of lack of rinaﬁaaa, rio

education could be obtained in

ntage of what there was,

Ve s 3 5&%t to ra;&’by.av “ '
;fﬁ

young Pio was ‘twelve

'1&§a ﬁﬁ@ilﬂﬂ %&wri;l@s

the wife of Jva»x Arce who was atatinn@é at San Diego,

ge, he attended a

years of a

on Jose Ane

tull X~

dio @f San Die

onio »arrillo, Pio's brotk@r~1l~law. Abfnt the

Z & When asked by his
mother, he would recite it - all of it - for the edifica-

perhaps to the

ti®na and dismay, of his audience. Mean-

is mother would nod h

er head and smile approving

Also, Padre Fernando Mertinez of Misidn San Diego

mess, Even so, Pio never learned any

Pio to assist at

1P @. ). Barrows, "Pio Pleo," in Historical Soelety of
So ~.<éalifcrnia, f*bliaatienn, IIx, 111 5!.

. Smith, Pfo Plco




g aanh tumbler was uxgeaaivm.

irds he so glibly

Latin, or even the meaning of the
rolled off his tongue.
Upon the death of his father, in 1819, Pio set

He Bct a; a dx

S &  his g’itit?@ﬁﬂ

‘qu Pi', with a aa&ten burst ¢

“mtd;thy for tam@aran@a. decided that

ith false wooden botto

the use of @x«ho¢nu, eg:t;;;s;

ghted by having their dr:

rhe customers were deli

in what seemed to be
t,»irty‘*wn Pio

uch 1ar¢er atntainers, wh.

had the satisraatiqn of

n&@iﬁas“that the

onsequently, he introduced

b




In meny ways the youthful Don Pio showed an in-

dependence of spirit and a refusal to aeq

Phis qulity of

iiesee to arbitrary

authority, his helped to bring about the

political importance he la%er‘aaj@yad.' In fact, rebel in-

was temporarily

- favor of *sxiaan inéaf*nianco.‘

vouna nan. he had @acasian to ride up to

- Los ﬁn\fles on a viait. There tha alaal&e,wwz ,

the new aqueduct, ‘1"@ » On horseback and arm d with
bid &afi;@aat@§¥ila and spurr

. Some time later, ‘in, 1826,
ge which instilled in

ket ,

"The sacred rights of a eitizmﬁ.' in thia 1:&%&&0@, Don F
had been made aaarotary‘ia a sult tried in military etiat

against a certaln Sef

insisted that a eivil

citizen was not answerable to the arbitrary decisions of
the military,

Pleo was sent for the audaeious objector.

w4 W L FY ! @@ ‘ III ‘ 111 ] L+ '3




However, the impressionable Pio, after sleeping over the

problem, decided

that the eitizﬁn*wms 31£ 7
é,,lw f {"« 

to execute the orders of the Comar

in 1831, and interim governor

xarygavwracr‘of'a11f¢~3;-:;f*~“vs

‘ ;Q yﬁb;&a career ended With the
a in 1846 to 1847, -»?1nane1ally.'aln@.
‘ ’ hit M»at the Faaa

, ~itall@y;1ndu§t¥yn?~

n Mmm   .




It was at the Ranchito, rather than at some of

his more extensive properties, that

g an adobe there as early

 He 1s sald to have begun buildin

as 1826 intil several

®

However, it probably was not

years later that he actually began work on the building
W@raaftarlaaa, tk@f%f-

called his Vensidn.®

Don Pfo had reason to expand and beautify his house as

possible, for he was engasged to be married, It

much as

ords

was, 80 far as rec show, his only love affair.,

on nothing where his bride was concerned

The wedding itself made history in Californisa,

he nuptials of Sefior Don

B34, invitations announeing

arie I

gnacie slvarado were sent out

teo and sefiorita i

the retainers of the

't@ all the FW@"iariﬁt@@?&Qy'a&i
ind the

Ccarrillos. The merriage celebrations took place at

Pfo's brother-in-law, Do

intonio Carrille., It was the

most prolonged and

salifornis ever witnessed.

For an entire week the guests enjoyed entertainments of

kvary'iaaeripti@a and riehly spread banquets. At niffﬁ,

. E‘nﬂeh’ ana Eo ao Ranagkc
southern gounties, 68,

8. He E,
fornia, the

L




imnder tl

rough the heady mazes of the dances 1@ romantic

light of tellow dips.®

Don Pio wanted to share his happiness with the

As for the bride, she was indeed worthy of the

best thet Don P{o could give her, Her sparkling beauty

and faﬂﬁiiw* %Q@R@rﬁﬁkﬁwp"yl'

not axprcaa har lnwks nnr har eygw u,'
way when she aoaversea with people, She
smiled the most sweetly of all women

I festivities, the beaming

carried off his bride to the large and beautiful 1:

mmediately after the

Thirty-three well appointed rooms formed Pido

sy With

Pleo and Maria's home., It was two

adobe walls snd gabled roof. The rooms wers fairly

he time., One, the sala, wes built express]

for dances and for other hospitable uses.

unhsard-of luxv

even those ries in a day of charcoal bre-

gzlers, fireplacesy These, though somewhat small and

y "Historie houaaa 11 L*af.$@1°8.” Historlecal
. Publications, III, 111, 65.

end fro in Southern galifornia, with
ukateha: 1m ;riga*r'“a vew llexico, 207, ‘

90 de Mo Guinn
wweioty tf ﬂ@lthern Callfor




radiated an impressive amount of warmth snd cheer.

were also wooden flooring and shutters, which were rare in

the time of few sawmills., 1ZEnclosed was a spacious patic

iful garden.lt

 ; _$®§ Y@t ;tia JA$ -ggﬂA§  g' g |
l g '8 " likﬁ th@ m d1 1 Y Awawn

'Teat setrvs~the ayc @f f?fim, & ¥
'a-s@ida wia iavv tfa.t@@n,

Under the guidance

tive wife, Dofia Maria, hospitality was lavished on every-

and servants all loyally ae~
ich

one who came, The guests

claimed the smooth, peaceful,

pleasant

time passed at the home of Don Pf%. Meny pienies, fan-

Other amusements, including such outdoor

+ De Franeis, "The pio Piaoqaanaioa, a rellie of
'.,ijo days, " in ;aliforliak;1at@r;,aa:fot, III, 15~17.
-'rla. Ibid,, 20. ¥ A Rl
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aged in at the Ramchito.

sports as horse-racing, were eng

Don Plo's horsesraces, although not taking place

at the Renchito itself, becam

2 somewhat famous. Senor

v pony, ecalled sa

> uphold his family's p
Black Swan, all th

xqg'graa@isg@‘aa . 8an Diegt

to witness the con-
test.

heifers, $S00 eal There was no esti-

fflas‘warauaaily*tak@a

sereo, The last two :

by‘flaﬁkfgmmnt

champion ha¢

fallen,t®

Many other stories are told about the geniality
- Don Pio Pieo., One time, during

Fa

and generosity of Senoz




‘sfvarnorthiy, and Dona Maria stood |

and godmot

‘ ey

fhﬁr;&t & ehristening in ILec
brilliant @@@aaitn., ALl th

attended.,

time was a)ant¢¥thﬂr

High Street in son

ingeles, or at the Bella Union hotel
building until, in 1888, ar

1gAtk@a“*rtﬁ;m31m whieh Plec

vernmental reforms and lm@ravuma¢ts. Don

} an aézxuat@ of Qdﬂ@ﬁti@ﬁ, sound governmer
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ma &

The latter was prob-

and even of more rights for we
ably due to the influemce of Dofia Maria, It was said

that, with Pico's rise, the difference in women's station

.d seize her hus~

was such that even the gentlest wife wou.

  ””$3 have been

band by the beard on occasion,.1®

 extremely unpopul married com-

patriots}

ﬁfg’ COoNl~

o th&t ragista&eg ﬁaa 1%@@331%1@5.

squently, cast about for the best course to follow under

constituted authority. 1In this way

dissolve the

*{5tgvgr peace negotiations mig

1t later take place ir

be the least embarrassed by any concessions

Mexieco would

governor or the assembly.,

casion when Don rfégwﬁo his aoaiaiou known tfrieially,

he took leave of the assembly, after pointing out the sit-

uation and the reason for his dee¢ision, in th@ following

| 17

' ﬁf,rrients, taretell! 1 take leave of
you, I abandon the Gountry of my birth,

16. zaner@tt,AuA 
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| Yy v@wely,»w» ’f.p@?t?} and whatever else
1s most grateful to men, all to save the
national honor. But I go with the sweet
satisfection that you will not second the
deceitful views of the astute enemy; that
your loyal Lty aud fir will prove an
“inexpugna i@rmmahisa%inna
of the 1ava%or. | In any'ovmnt, guard
your h&wor,va;&fthaerve that the eyes of
the awtire‘a>avwrsa are fized upon yw&.

left

Its @aaﬁr Ma@

in er«-im‘,;au exile, in mmamg *-rm? was in the land,

;pa of tha gnda

and hagaa th@ir last w;sa# on the eity of Lus E#Eﬁl@s.
Past de lartol@, of which thf;;;

'éiraetx;

“‘r; stockton 1aft San fi&t‘-
H@ hai ahut 600 1

me

n, of whnm.ﬁwly~Gilles,&m'a volunteers

were ﬁaF;tQQQ The tr@@paaa a2 whole were badly eclothed,

vas., It was very

11t ecow
| | m ‘ Pty . ‘

some of thelr shoes bei:

cold and the roa

1g made out of car

ds were over quite diffie

%0 help them over the particularly ataay@r sandy places,

yet the spirits of the men were high.}® It was quite

ydore Stockton's report," in His~-
4*%@Iicatianq,jx,

1@. Re ¥, i g.@kt.ﬁ ﬂc‘
torical $eaiet- of sauthera California,
31, 117~110.
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otherwise on the part of the Cali

fornians. While it was

hat theynaro excellently mounte

true ©

nufa¢tured powder, and no heart for

inferior, locally ma

what seemed obviously to be a hopeless task - that of re-

nore nu

d amd

pulsing the better arm merous forces of the

‘Upon receipt of the news that Stockton was ad-

g towards Los Aaxalaa,ﬁl@raa, whe was in command

ans, quieckly moved from his location 1

anced to the San Gabriel

ckton would attempt

vhat easier, ford of La

to eross at the lower

use of the willows eand

,Jab@nerfi. Flores hoped to make

wild sld his men and to

mustard at La Jaboneri

Stockton's foot-soldiers at a g

Not only did Flores intend to use the willows as an ambush

but he also intended to fire the mustar

, however, heard

cover of the smoke, Stoekton

and ip the river at the Paso de

jecided to eross higher

Bartolo. This ford was only a short distance from Don

19
mensidn.

pio's deserted

ng of January 8, the two small foreces




14

River. Flores

each other across the San Ge

faced
had about 500
take ad

horsemen, and had them carefully placed to

antage of whatever help ecould be obtained from the

nto hollow squares,

stream, The Califors =

jampeded a herd of

s ordered a countercharge, which might reason-

and an crder by a subordinate

however, was

':°~.tl& situation, As a

‘eonamgy‘ayw.s«a;«*.a~x men were able to repulse the Call-

1lans with little difficulty. ' ﬁr%aritn@pﬁwiarau;,"

‘depleted, Stockton success-

| his way across the river, up the four-foot

e
nd on the other side.

~and onto the level grou

gtates forces opened fire with tkaﬁwartille‘»

he Californians were foreced from their

5@31ﬁ1@333.¢=*-

 guns was éiﬁﬁ&ﬁ@lﬁiq

e

20.
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npa'killeaL;&d‘nims.we»%daé,‘and the Californians had

lost about the same number; howsver, th

ere is no exact in-

‘ormation about their essualties.

ton's oamp forawhile but it did not lead to

bhing serious, When de ght came, a

party was dige

from camp,

When nothing

@f7ﬂl§§ to other invaders was four

28 discovered lurking the Renchito was left in
k in the me T
and filed awey, slowly and pain

2l _ YR T s S R S
Bl In & short time the dust

rning, the United

peace, About nine o'e¢loc

‘States forees broke camp

midday hush took the
peous shouts of men,
ansion settled back into its sleep, awai%ingtkarew

turn of the Picos.

When the war was over, and life begen on
N RS TR RS R R T
to flow through its usual channels, Sefior Don Pio P

1848, to California., His saerifice had

d not
of his O

unavailing, but the catastrophe ha

been nearly so

great as he had aftiaiﬁataa. Few *iends were

21. Stockton, Report, X, 1i, 120-121,
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gone, his property remained, and the Renchito still beck-

PR 1 SN J R R R
Don Pio end Dona Maria econtinued

to enjoy 1ife %o

gether at the me

nsidn. They lavished, if

E ossible s more N uod

One thing alone was

a@ntinaaét@ inaraasa in 3@@@3.

. property.

Flores r@{ah@, and the ¥

and floecks and hﬂrﬂﬂa |
1860, a shadow fell over the life of ge
faria

In that year Dola Me

nial
died., It happened in

a way which particularly affected Don PYo because of its
suddenness. In the early days of California, it was the

n to smoke cigarettes as freely as did the

r Pico himself was an incessant smoker., One

lgarettes to-
vioclently 111,

bon Fi@'waa numbed with

Wzthin an hour she was deaé.

L e R

grief, and because of the aaa recollections connected

with it, he never smoked again. Don Pf% never remar-
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BE

ried, but remained true to the memory of Dola qaria.

Pio Pico, as the new soclety and new customs be-

iround him, did not find everything always rur

, he begen to have

ing, on Afrili?@@f that year, and decided tha:

more than his share of tha flow in the Sen

was gﬁﬁﬁiﬁg

They determined to break th Pieco and

 adherents threatened to rebuild it. Not until sol-

diers were ﬁi&gm7,xad to the

spot was order secured and

the whole > avw;arly adja'waatad.ga
w4

Don Plo received his final

At

; time 1t was officially recognized as being 8,891 acres

in extent., Alas, Pico did not have much longer to enjoy

One of the traits which made him the most

proved to be his

- attractive - his unbounded g

onerosity -

230 ﬁﬂ&mﬁ,‘y"ag‘ |

; . e 4 . by &< 2 $ w3 st e 1
w .‘. 3 r. ‘r o 2 ]
4 2 X A Lol X . 3
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¥

he met by borrowing

nancisl difficulties, These

ney-lenders at ruinous rates of as high

FER) |

loeceal

loose business methods,

e los

per cent on short tim ns., Such

snd reesonably safe in the mor:

honest early Californis days, were fatal when the charper

men appeared with the new

W e L e
" blow came when Don Plo Pico had to bor-

row $62,000 from Charles Prag

~ As security he, without fu.

ge for all

being required of him, gave a blanket mortg

When the debt fell

rope rty, even for the Ramchito

gation, He lost

i to be a striking figure,

ticularly handsome in features, he had a comman

'and a cherming personality. Also he had & weakness for

ssive jewelry and all his

gsed to wear ma

deaatat1@ﬁ§

When his fortune had

Mexican medals,

to pert with his expensive ornmements, One thing he never

lost, however, and that was the eir of a gentleman,

he was eigh

1ty-three years of age he was described as fol-

!'?“\IIIa iii,‘ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ.
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Don rf&, *the last of the Plcos,' is a
person who, onc¢e seen, could not well be
forgotten. He is of medium height, stout-
ly built, with straight shoulders fnll face,
dark eyes, snowy hair, and brown skin. He
is social, charitable, polished in manners.
The gifts and graces vin him high regerd of
all acquaintances, and the admiration of his
kindred, He 1s one of the few representa-
tives remaining of the Mexican regime in
califdrnia.

During Don Pio's last years, he lived for the

. part with his relatives and friends. He divided his

d the home of his sister

time between the Wearner ranch ar

Don Juan Forster, on the Ma

nds and

An Warner was one of Pio Pico's warmest frie

Time must have seemed heavy on the hands of

t deal of discomfort,

s gave him e grea

pogsessions,

many friends, and most of
mories remained

7 e L U Wkl

‘&all his beloved “«ﬁh %aria, @Rl?ﬁ&

fact a new world, he

faces, new customs, in

Don Pio had lived too long. He must have
death

around him.

felt very few regrets when on Sﬁptmmr 11, 1894,

took him away at the age
and falling into

;‘,ma@aiég, alone, deserted,

almo=zt half of the ©0ld adobe

25 . Aﬁamg, To and fro, 209,
£26. Newmark, Souﬂhorn_calitornia, 608,
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was swept away in a flood from the San Gabriel River.

seventeen rooms rems

_of Whittler beg

ining were standing when, in 1906, the
women of the tow

the old buils

an to take an interest in

ings A Governor Pico Museun

wa s

'ﬁ 1)

a Landmarks Club were for eds The

eity of Whittier, to

soelety and

leased from the which ownership of

ed repairs were

on April 14, 1914, the elty de
one~-third of

the old adobe- h Vany need

an acre of land wupon

which the ””ﬁiﬁﬁﬁauAaf

e made additional repairs, and

mark 1s administered as a monu
sion of Parks.2?
Adobe days are past. But it is ind

Doha Maria hes been preserved.

time of Don Pibo Pico, peace ¢an be found in the venerabdble

Pleco

aé@ba,féaaiéa. A stroll through the garden, which

and one taelnaaaimthwatmwspkara of the

early California days - a time of laughter and carefree

knew how to live.

hours among & people who

27. Frenois, Pio Pico Memsidn, 20.
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attend to his off




council, in 1828, Three years later he was one of the lead~

ers in the rebellion age

inst Governor Victoria, and became

iing meny other of=
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) ) s i 4 A i B ’ R R : g
> A 6 % A 4 > 5 o & 1 3 : ¥ 3 ¥
" ki s Y o - d fas b ., o fou pasit ity n g ML o o 5 s it
L]

banquets and dances, lasted an entire
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was leased and many needed r 5
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