




















20 SPORTS 

"The .. crHns •• so fast 
they must bikini wu 
them." 

-Gary McGord on the greens at 
AuguSfa 

Spring 
Means a 
New Start 

Fulton 
Corner 

ROBERT FULTON 

I
n the San Diego sports com­
munity, there is a new. unfa­
miliar feeling. It is one of 

optimism. Almost everywhere you 
turn in the city. there is positive talk 
and hope for a bright future. 

Take. for instance. the Padres. It 
is currently the time of spring 
training in baseball land. Hell, the 
definition of baseball's spring train­
IIlg is hope. At this point, every 
team has a chance of winning the 
World Series. From the high rollers 
to those who pay their players 
peanuts, from teams with three Cy 
Young Award winners to those 
with a lot of nobodys, from the 
I ew York Yankees to the Minneso­
ta Twins. every team can dream of 
willing it all. Every ne has the 
same record. 0-0. 

This includes the Padres. The 
Friars are as upbeat as anyone. 
They have promising young pitch­
ers and solid vets taking the 
mound. [n the field . the likes of 
Ryan Klesko and Phil Nevin would 
make any fan excited. and to top it 
all off, Mr. Padre himself, Tony 
Gwynn. is roaming right field once 
again. Will the Padres be crowned 
World Series champs come Octo­
ber? It's doubtful, but right now 
still possible. 

San Diego's other sports fran­
chise is also benefiting from a bout 
of optimism and is actually looking 
like a sports team. The Chargers. it 
appears, are moving toward being a 
team that could earn a playoff 
berth. The team has strengthened 
an already tough defense, and it has 
remedied the quarterback problem 
with the signing of Doug Flutie. 
Plus, the team has the No. 1 pick in 
this spring's draft. John Butler was 
hired as general manager, and Norv 
Tuner was brought in as offensive 
coordinator. The team has made 
itself competit ive once again . 

Sure, it's hard to be positive 
after last year, but there is nowhere 
to go but up. [t makes you wish'the 
football season would start now 
(the XFL doesn't count). 

This sense of optimism extends 
to campus. Sure, it is not as great as 
it was during the fall, when the 
women's soccer team was prowling 
R[MAC field en route to another 
title. But right now, with winter 
quarter winding down, things are 
looking up. 

Spring rings eternal here, too. 
There are about 10 Tri ton sports 
taking place right now. If you want 
softball action, check out UCSD's 
team. They boast a 10-6 record. 
Both the men's and women's ten­
nis teams look like they'll have 
good years. The swim team is ready 
for its final meets, with the real 
possibility of some titl es coming 
our way. Hungry Moses is most 
definitely excited right now about 
UCSD sports. 

See, sports are blooming in our 
neck of the woods. No Padres in the 
cellar. 0 Chargers losing almost 
every game. It's just UCSD sports 
with nonstop action all the way. 

So, even if your tea has gone 
cold and you wonder why you got 
up at all, San Diego sports will 
remind you that it 's not so bad, it's 
not so bad at all. 
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UCSD Has a Hard Weekend 
Tritons lose three games in three days as their record ,drops to 7-14 
By scon BURROUGHS 
Associate Sports Editor 

UCSD and California State 
University Stanislaus faced off this 
weekend in an important four­
game California Collegiate Athlet­
ic Association series at Triton 
Field. 

Stanislaus managed to sweep 
the first two games from the Tri­
tons in a Friday doubleheader 
before UCSD got fired up and 
came back for a victory in Satur­
day's rematch. Unfortunately on 
Sunday the Tritons had no juice 
left as they dropped the final game 
to CSUS 13-3. 

[n the opening game it was 
Stanislaus that drew first blood, 
scoring one run in the second' 
inning on an RB[ groundout to 
short by Todd Russell that scored 
Kyle Sleeth, who had started the 
inning with a double. 

Cal State Stanislaus added a 
pair more in each of the next two 
innings, building a 5-0 lead before 
the Tritons eventually broke their 
string of goose eggs with two rllns 
in the fifth . 

David Hawk started the UCSD 
rally with a walk and eventually 
scored on Blair Suzuki's RB[ 
groundout. Anthony Lococo, who 
had reached earli er on an error, 
was then driven in on Chad Addi­
son's clutch single. The rally was 
cut short, though, when 'designat­
ed hitter Ryan Larsen struck out 
looking with two aboard. 

Get Uck: A Triton baseball player dives back to first after the opposing pitcher decides his lead is too big. 

The Tritons managed to add 
one more run in the next inning, 
but it wasn't enough, as they 

ended up falling to Stanislaus 6-3. 
John Beaven took the loss, 

dropping his record to 2-4, while 
Sam Flores recorded the victory 
for CSUS to improve to 2-0. 

In the nightcap, it was UCSD 
that jumped out to an early lead, 
scoring three runs in the bottom 
of the first in a rally highlighted by 
a Nate Bestul triple that drove in 

Tennis Proves They Can 
Play with Division I 
The Tritons. get punished by San 
Diego State', battle Boston College 
By BIU BURGER 
Senior Staff Writer 

For most Division [[ sports 
programs, the idea of squaring off 
against a Division [ opponent 
seems ludicrous. For even more, 
the idea of actually competing 
with such a program seems like a 
dream. 

This is not so for the UCSD 
men's tennis team. 

The Tritons took on Division [ 
Boston College on SaturMay and 
were narrowly defeated by a score 
of 4-3. 

The ross brought the Tritons' 
record down to a still respectable 
6-4 for the year. 

Doubles was truly a battle of 
attrition for both teams. [n all 
three match-ups, there were ups 
and downs. [n the end, Boston 
College took two of the three pro 
sets. 

No. 1 doubles was an epic 
affair that pitted Sameer Chopra 
and Dan Albrecht from UCSD 
against Justin Slattery and Jason 
Cowett of Boston COllege. 

During the first six games, 
there were virtually no opportu­
nities for a break, so the teams 
were tied at three after these 
games. 

That all changed when 
Albrecht smashed an overhead 
straight down into the court and 
over the fence to give the Thtons 

a service break. 
Unfortunately, it didn't list as 

they gave that break right back 
on Chopra'S serve in the next 
game, and again the match was 
deadlocked. The score was 5-6 
when Albrecht's serve was bro­
ken to make it 5-7. From there, 
the hard-hitting Slattery served 
out the match 8-5 for Boston 
College. 

No. 2 doubles looked like it 
would be over quickly when Mike 
Meyer and Jeff Wilson were 
quickly down �0 �~ �4 �.� The two 
fought back and got within a 
game at 6-7, but in the end the 
hole they dug early was too great 
to overcome, and they lost the 
mftCh 6-8. . 

The Tritons enjoyed better 
luck at No.3 doubles, where Amir 
Nejad and Everrett Schroeter 
won 8-4. 

In singles, the Thtons got wins 
from Meyer at No. 2, Wilson at 
No. 3 and Schroeter at No. 6, but 
came up one win short of an 
overall victory. 

Head coach Eric Steidl mayer 
was disheartened by the loss, but 
not by the competition nor by his 
team's effort. 

"[ expected to have a tough 
match; Steidlmayer said, "and it 
was that. [Boston COllege! 
played with good heart, and with 

two. The lead was short-lived, 
though, as Stanislaus scored one 
in the first and two apiece in the 
second and third to pull ahead. 

The Tritons threatened to 
score again in the bottom of the 
seventh. Singles by Hawk and 
Suzuki put the Tritons in prime 
position with two outs. Lococo 
stepped up and delivered a key 

triple that scored Hawk and sent 
Suzuki racing toward the plate, 
representing the tying run. 

It was not to be, though, as a 
textbook relay from the CSU 
rightfielder cut him down at the 
plate to end _ the rally and the 
game, 6-5. 

See BASDALL, page 17 

UCSD Dance Team Head­
ing to Daytona Beach 
Dancesport will compete against 24 
other teams for national title in April 
By ISUC PlARLMAN 
Associate Sports Editor 

Come the beginning of April, 
the UCSD dance team will pack 
its bags and prance on over to 
Daytona Beach, Fla., to compete 
in the National Dance Alliance 
Collegiate Championships and vie 
against 24 teams from around the 
nation for the national dance title. 

The trip has become an annu­
al event for the dance team, 
which has come in third the pre­
vious two years. 

"The whole year this is what we 
work for; freshman dance team 
member Kanchan Dudani said. 

"We did really well [last year); 
said co-captain Alyssa Boland. 
"We're trying to go back and get 
at least third. Of course, we want 
to get first." . 

The dance team qualified by 
sending a video of their perfor­
mance to the judges, who then 
selected them to try out at the 
preliminaries AprilS. From there, 
the top teams will be chosen to 
dance in the finals the next day. 

"This year is really cool 
because we've been able to do a 
lot more technical things; 
Boland said. "We have a very 
technically strong team." 

According to Boland, another 
benefit of going to Florida is the 
chance to improve team cohe­
siveness. 

"[What we need to work on) 
probably is having fun together; 
she said. "We always have to prac­
tice and work and work. Florida 
will be nice because it will give us 
a chance to be together after 
competition." 

The event marks the culmina­
tion of the team's competition 
season, as they will relax and con­
centrate on recruiting new peopl.e 
during the next quarter. 

"Spring quarter is like our fun 
time," Boland said. "We perform at 
the Sun God festival and at Greek 
events. It's more kicked back." 

The team will also continue to 
look for a coach after losing their 
previous coach last fall. 

"It's hard nQ! �~�v�i�n�g� a coach; 
Boland said. -That's our biggest 
weakness." 

But for the moment the team 
is focused on upcoming competi­
tion and raising funds to help pay 
for the trip. 

"We get minimal funding from 
A.S.; Boland said. "We pretty 
much pay for everything out of 
our pockets. This year we're actu­
ally going to A.S. and asking for 
more funding but pretty much 
now we're all on our own.· 

To raise money, the team will 
have a bake sale Thursday on 
Library Walk, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., so go out and support the 
team in their quest for a national 
title. 


