
CoLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INc. 

485 MAorsoN AvENUE, NEw YoRK 2 2 , .Y. 

WI CKERSJ'L\M. 2-2000 

Dear Mr. Biderman: 

thanks for all the information on Dr. 

Szliard 1 s letter to Stalin. I enclose a rather rough carbon 

of a broadcast I h :1ve just done on the subject. WBBM used 

to play this over on Sunday mornings; I think at 11:15. 

If you want another copy of the more accurate transcript 

I'll see if I can get it for you. 

Sincerely 1 

~~U) (~ 
November 21, 1947 



Novaaber 28, 1947 

Mr. Quincy Howe 
Co1umb1a Broadcasting System 
485 Madison Avenue 
New York 22, New York 

Dear . r. Howe: 

Thank you very much for your letter of Nov ber 25 and the rough copy 
enclosed. I checked with 'BBM anti they do rebroadcast the proc:ra.a on Sunday 
morning. All of us here will be listening with some interest. 

r"roa ay own experience I can heartily agree with your com.'nent on the role 
of the scientist 1n politic , with one m.ajor exception. The l'Jc1entlsts &1.1 
too ~requantly s12. leave hum&n :ne.ture out of account; but this, it se"ms to 
ae, arises out of an expectation that man will act, not lite gods• but Uke 
rational beingn. 

I would apr;rcciate a copy of the actual transcript if that is poosible. 
I am sure Dr. Szilard would be inter·;sted in it when he returns froa the 
east. Many ti.1a.ruts for your cooperation. 

GB;ccm 

Sincerely, 

George Biderman 
Public Relations 



Quincy Howe C>S News Frontiers of Science 11/25/4'7 6:15PM 

As the Big Four Foreign Minis t vrs sit dov!.n together in London to make 

a last stab at writing a peace treaty for Germany, one of tho foremost 

atomic scientists has ad essed an open letter - over their heads -

to htm•xfdt;r Premier Stat in. ~he lette~ appears in the December issue 

of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists; just published. It is 7ritten 

by Dr. Leo izXt.za Szilard, ore of tho men who first brought tho pos­

sibi lity of the atomic bomb to President oosevelt 1 s attention and 

then played a large part in developing the actual weapon. Since the 

fro .tiers of science and the fronti ~rs of politics so often overlap 

nowadays, it's not ne s for · an atomic scientist to speak his mind on 

-\'.Orld affairs. But the proposal Dr. Szilard has made does call for , 
special attention and comment. 

Dr. szktwri Szilard point out that Russia and America have now 

reached a co lete deadl ck on the question of co tollin0 atomic energy 

and on almost everything else. He fears this deadl ok will lead, evan­

twa~ tually, to a war nobody wants . J:1e says that most atomic scientists 

share his fears . He says that most atornl c scientists feel that both 

tho United States and the Soviet uover.runents are pursuing mistaken 

policies; mistaken b ecause they are completely irreconcileable. He 

therefore has Written this open letter ~ suggesting that Stalin 

speak directly to the American pooplo at regular intervals, perhaps 

once a mon th, outlining a general settlement ~ that ~ould 

enable Russia and American to live at peace with each other. He also 
i nvite · 

urges Stalin to ~tx•/Prosident Trumnn Xla:At to talk frankly to the Rus-

sians people through the ~oviot press and radio. 

Dr . Szilard speaks for hi. self alone . ile does not claim the 

support of any other ato c scientists. 1bo Bulletin in 7hich his lot-
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t e :D appears has not endorsed his suggestion. One editor conments that 

of course Dr. Szilard has sho\m po l itical innocence and that only a 
..L. 

miracle could make his suggestion come true. And he quote the talian . 
scientist Dr. Fermi as «a having deEincd a miracle as an ovent rbich 

has only a 10 percent chance of happening. Dr. Szilard does not think 
even 

his proposal has ~ one tenth of one per cent of a chance , but 

he ' s t aking it anyvm:'/ • 

Dr. Szilard's letter deserves comment on two points . First, the 

layman cannot be reminded too often hdw much the ato c s cicntists 

fear the atomic bcmb . Second, the proposal that Dr. Szilard makes - vi­

sion ary as it must appear to most la;ymen - puts the .scientist 1n a 

new role . Dr. Szilard is not only taking part in politics . He has made 

the kind of proposal that we used to associate with the mo t extreme 

type of r e ligious i dealist. The Bulletin to wh ioh he contributes has 

also printed many articles • including one in its current issue -

favorable to world gover . .ment. Like the case for complete non- resistance , 

theca.se for world gover ent is morally unassailable . The trouble , ac• 

eord" g to most of its detractors , is that it leaves human nature out 

of account . ~ If so , we have come .full circle . xi:xMsa'*kP«I"Xqra , 

xdJUrllri!X}qlllxtrbnatttHatrttxra:ttxwt1;1rx1dur A century ago , tho scientist 

the arch-

men to 

act l ike gods . 



July 11, 1955 

~. Robert S. B wie, Chief 
Policy Planning Steff 
Department of State 
feshington, D. C. 

ar Mr. Bowie: 

~ n I celled on you we had no time to go into 

ubstence and discussed oatly procedu a. 

Enclo ed J,OU will find emorendum an the pro-

posed procedures for your files, end lao you will 

find enclosed e memorar~um which de ls vith substance~ 

It i itten for th~ special purpose at recruiting 

mbere for the Commie ion end is not !!!Cent for publ1-

cation in its present fo If you have chance to 

reed it, I would spp .ciete your comments . 

I plan to stay for the at of the :nonth at the 

Sheraton-Park Hotel. 

Very inc rely yours, 

IS: rr Leo Szilard 

Enclosure 



·~~ t'\ 
628 I W est 15lst Street, New York 31 N Y k • e \ 1\1 or -

Mrs. Albert E. Blumberg 





UNIV E RSITY OF CAMBRIDGE DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

T E LEPHONE 

C AMBRIDGE 54481 

Dear I1i r . Bor~en , 

CAVENDISH LABORATORY 

FREE SCHOOL LANE 

CAMBRIDGE 

29th July, 1957 

He1e at l ong l a st is the proposed list of 
my art icles. For those mar ked \t i th an z,s te risk s ome 
arrangement about copyr i ght \lould have to be made ui th 
the respect ive publishers; v1 ith B . ""3 . C t a l ks the copyright 
is retained by the au thor . The lengths of the ar ticles 
are very c1,udely estimc.ted to the nearest multiple of ~OG 
,,·,ords but the sum total ought to be ab out right . 

The a rticle 11CilLOCKi lTG .... E S_OR fiGUSE OF 
JPERGY 11 will pl,obably be l1 eprinted in an an thology produced 

by r.::c· •. /ai te of SyPacuse Un i ve l'S i ty. 

From September l s t onrmrds f or ab out one year 

my address will be: 

Car roll G. Bonen , 
~ditor, 

Ins titute of Huclear Studies, 
Cornell Univers ity,~ 

Itha ca , 
N. Y. , U. S . . . 

Yours since rely, 

0 . R . Frisch 

The Unive sity of Chicago Pes~ , 

5750, ' llis venue, 
Chicago 37 
Illinoi s 
u. s .;_ . 



~rt~~los b~ O. R. Frisch (List s of J~y 1921) 

ATO. !C 'EA'PO~"'S 1954 I..J,OOO 1ords 

Published in "Atomic Enorgy, A Gurvoy'' by Taylor & Francis 
(London) 

SamovJhat dated by scanty mont ion of H-bomb. 

i .. TO!.IC NERGY TODAY 

4 l3.B~C .. talks 

ATOI'IC "'I'&"'PGY F HYDROGEN FtiS ION 

::> n.n.c. talks 

'HAT AR4' THOSE ATOMS? 

3 simple B.B.C. talks 

TfiE ATOMIC NUCLWS 

1955 7500 v1 ords 

1957 l 000 words 

1956 5000 ordo 

1952 5000 w 0- dO 

·~hat io it mndo of? Ho11 doos it hold together? 
Sarno now ideas about 1 ts structure. 
3 n.n.c. talks 

ATO 1IC liERGY - HO' IT ALL BEGAN 1954 4000 ~lords 

British Journal of Applied ~hys1ce., 2 PP• 81- 84 
A talk e1 ven to ac:l.once teachers 

HOi~· WCLE. R FISSIOU CAM~· 'J:O BE ISCOV ·:HED 1~57 2000 I'Orda 

Herr Scientist 
Similar, but less technical and more pcrsonol 

UNLOCK! rG TH .. ~ STOREHOUS~ OF E Q.Y 1956 5500 words 

Tho Times (London) , Spocial uealdorlmll" "upplement 
non-technical 

r• AVI~S AND PARTICL ~s 19.56 !jOOO vords 

3 n . n~c. talks on the fundamental ,roblem of unntum 
Theory. 

THE AUTl-PROTON 
u.B.C . talk 

THE N_·, TR INO 

B.B . C. t lk 

1955 2500 ' O"""ds 

1956 2500 wo ds 



' )ERI .EN'T OR THEORY - UICH I'"" MORE 
OI TAUT IN n IYSICS? 

Tl1onslation of a B.B.c . ta.ll .. in German 

CAUSA ITY IN MODER?f PHYSICS 

B. .c . llc 

I IDIVIDUALITY If' ·oDRRN PHYSICS 

B.B.C. talk 

Ll~T ';R TO A YOUUG SCI ~~ IST 

B ,.c. ll~ 

GI. iT ACCELF.I TORS - !HAT DO WE EXPECT 
1: ROM TH • 'l 

Times nc1enco Review 

COUNTING AT IO PARTICLT'S 

2 

1955 2000 wordS 

1953 2500 10l'ds 

1954 2500 ·vo -aas 

1956 2000 , rds 

1955 4000 ·ords 
Timoo Science ReView 
Its hiotory and methods up to tho modern oointillation 
countot' 

.ANTI \RTIOL ;s AND ~ J:f.r ATTER 

Including · ntineutrinos 
Timos Science Review 

PARITY IS UOT COUSE )VED - A 1 I 'I rtiST TO 
PHYBICS? 

Tho Unive sitios ~uarterly (London) 

Total tbout 74,000 ~ords 

1956 4000 words 

1957 4000 wo_ds 

Sevor~l , t1cloo ~ere loft out because tboy wore rather 
sho t, outdated or toehnical onough to demand di s "rune. 



Fritz Bolle 
c/o ORION 
Murnau in Oberba~Brn 
l{ayr Graz Weg 2 6 

Western Germany 

Postkarte 

Dr.L. S z i l a r d 

University of Chicago 

c H I c A G 0 I IlJ. 



Seh ~.- geehrter Herr 

D ear Dr •. Szilard \ 
Monsieu·r·' et tr~s )io~"orE}\ c_qllegue 

~ ·"f, >:,,. ... ".; . 
Fiir die Ube_rs~er(d\;tn:g · einels 1Sonderdruckes Ihrer Arbeit: 

I would greatly· appreciat~ a reprint of your article: 

J e vous serais tre~ oblige si vous vouliez bien m' envoyer un tirage a part de votre 
article intitule: 

Adenosine as Antimutagenic 

(s~e: SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, June 20 ,1953 pg.375) 
ware ich Ihnen sehr dankbar. Mit kollegialen GriiBen! 

Sin cerely yours 

J e vous en remercie pa r ava nce e t vous pri e de croire, Monsieur, a mes sentiments Jes 
plus distinques 

(Fritz Bolle) 



2852 Bircn Street 
Denver 7, Colorado 
June 13, 1960 

Dr. Leo Szilard and/or Dr. Gertrude Weiss Sz~lard: 
Memorial Center of Cancer and All~ed Diseases 
New York City, New York 

Dear Drs. Szilard: 

I can hardly dare hope tnat tn~s letter f'rom me, whom :; uu 
do not know ana coul.d not expect to be a source of' some wed.Lcal 
information tnat way ne o1· l.LJ..e or aeath importance to .J uu can 
actualJ.~ get through the varluu~ intermediaries to you ; b~t 
because o1:· the urgency v1· ~ ts message, I am gv..u.Ig to hope and 
pray that it wiJ.l. 

I have read th.Ls pa~~ spring several art~cl.es in tne De1wer 
~and ln Cervi's Rock4 Mountain Journal about Dr. Szilara's 
wilJ.ingness to sacririce h~msel.f' 1·or what he believes in. "Greater 
love hath nv man ~nan th.Ls, t-uat he will lay uvwn Il.LS ll.Le I ur 
another~' In tn.LS case Dr. Szilard is wi1.l1r1g to .Lay aown hJ.s 
own 1.~1·e in nis e.L .L urt to save all 01· us; and I admire hl 1 1·or 
tn~s more tnan I can express. I agree lUV% w~th Dr. Szi.Lard's 
iaeas on uisarmame11~ an~ pl.ann.Lng beyond that to keep the countries 
from embarki ng on international suicide. If' the powers that be 
would just listen and act upon his ideas, real peace could come. 
Especially good, I think, is the suggestion that international 
leaders go i nto "exile" together, learn the customs of ea ch other, 
and develop true brotherly love that coul d make them capable of' 
working out today 1 s problems wisely. 

I want to make a suggestion in all sincerity, and I hope that 
you will take t h e time to read t h is through. Maybe it is not 
necessar y that Dr. Szilard s a crifice hin1self. lv.aybe he can continue 
his work and live to continue it for a long time. Krebiozen is a 
kind of cancer therapy that is ba sed on good medical logic, is used 
by over 300 physicians in the u. s., all i n good standing in the 
A. 11.1. A., (even though the A. M. A. does not officially sanction the 
use of' the drug; in fact, it does eve~hing it can to suppress i~); 
and is championed in this country by tfie doctor, who, up to t~e t~me 
of' the controversy over the drug, was considered the #1 medical doctor 
in the U. s. You will not hear anything about it at the hospital 
where Dr. Szilard is now, nor at M:zyo' s nor at Walter Reea. Hospital, 
though those pla ces ought to be the source of tNery kind of informa­
tion relative to treatments that show promise in cases of malignancy. 
If I am not mistaken John Foster Dulles was at Walter Reed Hospital 
during his illness; 'and though hi~ do9tor~ were offered case studies 
of' patients successfully treated wJ.tb Kreb~ozen (by ~· Andrew C. Ivy 
or the Krebiozen Research Foundation, I'm not ~ure whJ.ch); and tho~gh 
h · S doctors ware offered the ehance t 0 pe put ~n touch personally WJ.th 
t~e doctors who wrote the reports on their own patients, they refused. 
Even Pres. Eisenhower was appealed to, but he would no~ help because 
it would be giving government sanction to a controvers~al drug. It 
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apparently did not matter tha~ a man's life might be saved. His 
wife, I understand, wanted to get Krebiozen for him. If she had 
known ahead of time that she could have probably had him removed 
to another hospital where he could h ave received Krebiozen, he 
might have been saved, though, of course, we cannot know for sure. 
As it was, Dulles diea without any chance to see if Krebiozen might 
have been of benefit to him. I believe this circumstance is related 
correctly. It has been some weeks since I learned of it, and I 
have no opportunity right now to check on it; but I feel sure that 
I am not misleading you in stating it as I have. 

I am enclosing several publications that you will probatly be 
interested in reading if you have not already had an ppportunity 
to see them. Through them you will see that Krebiozen is not a 
hoax; it is not a quack "cure"; it is not a patent medicine; it is 
not a secret remedy. The theorizing behind it w~kes sense. More­
over~ it works to some degree on 70% of the patients (mostly 
cons~dered terminal cases by doctors using standard methods of 
treatment) that it has been used on (some 1500 now over a period of 
10 years). If it could be used on someone who has so much worth­
while work yet to do in this world that he has a great deal of 
will to live, and especially on £Omeone ~ cares not for ~ 
prejudice surrounding the drug but cares only for the scientific 
~vidence of its efficacy and will give it ~ chance, it might ~ 
another miracle as it has many times before. Though I know it seems 
very presumptuous of me to be writing you thus, I am doing it because 
I admire you for what you are doing and hope that you can live many, 
many more years. 

The biggest hurdle~ that anyone in the U. S. has to ~t over, 
if he wants to have Krebiozen tried on his case, is getting a 
doctor to give it. Since the A. M. A. bas not approved its use and 
it and the American Cancer Society hav~ut more than one stumbling 
block in the way of its being fairly tested, many doctors are afraid 
to risk using it. You, however, should have no trouble.getting it 
since Dr. Weiss is a medical doctor herself. I would l~ke to 
suggest that she phone or otherwise contact Dr. Andrew C. Ivy or 
Dr. Stevan Durovic i-mmediately. That way Dr. Weiss could talk personal­
ly as medical doctor to medical doctor, and find out exactly what you 
ne~d to know. Both are men ~nose medical, scientific, and ethical 
qualifications could not be higher in the field of cancer research. 

Following are the addresses you might need: 

Dr. Andrew c. Ivy 
1853 w. Polk Street 
University of Illinois 
Chicago Professional Colleges 
Chicago 12, Illinois 

Dr. Stevan Durovic, Krebiozen Research Foundation 
Suite 3802, Bankers Building 
105 West Adams Street, 
Chicago 3, Illinois 

The procedure for getting Krebiozen, which is administered 
under the Federal Food and Drug Administration, is as follows: 
The patient's physician sends the Krebiozen Research Foundation a 
detailed case -stnc;Jor. Blank forms required by the Fe&eral Food and 

~· 
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Drug Administration are mailed by the Krebiozen Research Founda­
tion to the patient's doctor. When these have been filled out 
and returned to the I<rebiozen Research Foundation, one of the 
~octors there.acts upon the case? and, if Krebiozen is sent, as 
~t probably w~ll be, recommendat~ons and full directions as to 
dosage will be given at that time. The patient's doctor keeps 
in close touCh with the Krebiozen Research Foundation as dosage 
may need to be changed from time to time. 

Herbert Bailey, a medical writer of high repute, has written 
a bo?k, A Matter of Life Q!:. Death, ~ Incredible Story of 
Kreb~ozen, chronicalling the events, step by step, in the c ontro­
versy over Krebiozen. He has made every effort to be scientifically 
accurate. No less a person than John s. Sembower, the attorney that 
Eisenhower appointed to look into the dockworker's strike, has 
checked every fact in the book for accuracy and has given his opinion 
that there is no point in the book that could be questioned a~o 
fact. A number of cases are described in s orne d eta p.. Patienls 1 

and doctors names are given in ma~ cases; in othe~cases the facts 
not filled in can be checked by a Cloc wor in the records of the 
Arebiozen Research Foundation (address given above). 

Yle lost my mother to cancer about a year and a half' ago. In 
her ,case malignant melanoma was diagnosed, and radical surgery 
was performed almost immediately. Then for nineteen months there 
was no sign of the cancer'sreturn. Then a second radical operation 
was necessary. About that ~me Mother and Dad heard about Krebiozen. 
They asked the main doctor on the case, a very fine and highly 
respected surgeon in Denver, about getting it for her. Though he 
seemed to be in touch with many e'-perimental rcancer research studies 
then in progress and though he was sincerely trying to find some 
treatment for her in the line of chemo-therapy, his lack of under­
standing of the Krebiozen controversy showed up in the answers he 
gave my parents: 

"I've read about it. It's been tested and found worthless. 
It's quite expensive, I understand and hard to get. But even if 
you could get it, I V\OUldn't give it to you, for it'~o good." 

:My mother• s fate was apparently .sealed right there--as many 
other people's fates have been similarly sealed--by misinformation 
from good, reputable doctors Who in all sincerity thought they were 
telling the truth. (As far as the eocpense part goes, those who are 
able to pay all or part of the cost of producing Krebiozen, do so. 
Those who cannot, get it without cost.) 

I realize that no d ector can hope to know everything or keep 
in touch first-hand with every experimental .study which is underway. 
Doctors have to believe the A. M. A. Journal; and I'm sure that 99% 
of the time it is highly accurate. But the fact that, in the matter 
of Krebiozen, its reports have been inaccurate, partly falsified, 
and grossly biased is a matter of legal record. 

The A. M. A. "Status Report on Krebiozen", whicn.was J?Ublished 
in October 1951, purported to be based on 100 case h~stor~es. It 
is the onlY medical report against Krebiozen. The A. M. A. is still 
referring to it as if it were both true and upto date. On page 124 
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of Herbert Bailey 1 s book y:ou' will :r~nd t.ue following: 
''Dro Ivy presented an excellent summary of the A. M. A. 

report--the one wh1ch causeu all the dam~ge to Krebiozen: 

"I proved under oath ••••••• that 24 of the 100 cases 
were falsified; that two favorable cas~r eports were watered 
down; that in bvo othercases favorable results reported to 
us by attending physicians were omitted from the A. M. A. 1 s 
afcount of these cases; that A. M. A. files contained no 
more than 20 words on some oases, in one instance th~eport 
having been obtained over the telephone; that 40 of the non­
falsified cases were so close to death thatthey lived long enough 
to receive only two doses of Krebiozen and that 33 were so close 
to death that they received only four doses. Obviously, the 
official Status 100 Case Report of the A. M. A. is not a research 
report at all. It was and is only a "smear report. 111 

In our experience we learned the truth too late to save Mother, 
though we weraable to spare her a month of pain; and for that we 
are deeply grateful. It was not until Mother had endured a third 
ghastly operation, was going downhill fast, and had been told by 
the doctor that there was nothing more that he c ould do for her except 
to keep her a~omfortable as possible, that he finally agreed to 
administer Krebiozen. 

From the time of the second injection there was practically no 
pain and no need for sedatives or narcotics. Yet her mind was 
completely alert until at the very last when she Slipped into a 
coma and slept peacefully away. 

It is my firm belief that tir:1e will prove that Dr. Stevan 
Durovic, the discoverer of Krebiozen, ~~d Dr. Andrew c. Ivy, the 
main champion of the drug in this country, are two great martyrs 
of today and will someday be completely vindicated. Since cam er 

is such a common affliction and such a serious one, the "some day" 
ought to be "now". If my memory does not fail me, the doctor who 
first proposed the theory of the circulation of blood through the 
human body, the doctor who first said that bacteria caused illness, 
the doctor who first insisted that doctors should wash their hands 
before helping a woman in childbirth, the dentist who first used 
anesthesia, almost all real medical pioneers finally friumphed !£ 
spite of the medical men of their da~r ather than because of them. 
So it is, I think, with Dr. Durovic and Dr. Ivy. I have met them lx>th; 
and f iner men than theywould be hard to find. 

Enclosed you will find a number of pieces of information that 
I hope will be of benefit to you. If you would care to read Herbert 
Bailey 1 s book, A ~~tter o:f Life ,21: Deat?, I wil~ ~lad to mail a 
copy to you at no expense to you. In tne meant~me, I do hope you 
will contact Dr. Durovic or Dr. Ivy and get their help in getting 
Krebiozen to see if it would be of benefit to Dr. Szilard for his 

sake and for the sake of people all over the world who can benefit 
from his wisdom and exPerience. 

Very sincerely, 

(~)~ ::>.~ 
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Dr. Leo Szi lard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington., D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

SEYMOUR BLUHM 
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR 

AT LAW 

47 MAIN STREET 
PLYMOUTH. M A SS . 

PI 8-2070 

Jan. 4, 1962 

Have read carefully your proposal for organized 
efforts for peace. It is the best thing for peace I have read 
in two years (other than the Foreword to "World Peace through 
World Law" by Clark & Sohn). I 1m with you lOO%, including the 
2% that constitutes my pledge of that percentage of my annual 
income. 

Your proposals have the potentiality of success, 
if only because they dodge the controversial, though essential., 
is rue of modifying national sovereignti,~§ to bar na tiors from 
using arms on their own initiative. or/fi~~ing the capacity to 
do so. 

Since I am an area coordinator (South Shore Mass.) 
for Turn Toward Peace Can paign, which in many essential respects 
parallels your plans, I wonder whether you knew or gave tho~ght 
to the effect of your campaign on the TTP Campaign, and what 
you think now of the parallelisms of the two gampaigne. Can 
they be coordinated! The TTP Campaign is so flexible that I 
think you ought to give this consideration - if only to assuage 
the doubts of those who., like myself, have long loyalties to 
the various organizations of TTP, such as SANE, American Friends 
Service Committee, ADA, etc. 

Above all, my heartfelt appreciation for your 
devotion to peace, and thereby to the most important aspects 
of the welfare of my family and all other families in America • 

. God ble sa youJ 

SB:mk 



- -··n.ii ~ a full-rate ' 
Tel~er~rn , or <;:abl~ 
gram unltSS ltc cle­
f~rred c:haracteri$ Jrt­
dicated by a suitable 
tyfl\bo( above or p~ 
ci-.dlnu~t. addr~, ; 



Dl .. • Do.rt J . Bok 
ilnrvnrd Lollogo Observatory 
Cunbri ,,..o 38, !ru::sa.chooetto 

a.r Dr. Bok: 

1155 st 57th Str'o t 
Cl1ica.-;o 37 , Illinois 
July 20, l!LO 

1'his ·1::..11 a.okno•Ilodgo rec ipt of th she t c£ 
mi.r..'l.Cographed correctio:nn to tho r:nnusoript , ''FroodOlll of cionoo" 

d also the circul le~Gt r t;o tho I:lembers o. the Co:.mt-boo on 
Scienco and Ito Social Relations which you sont to Profosoar 
Szilard. I haw i'<:r\1ardo v is to.t rial ·co ~o.reso<r Szilard 
'Jho is not7 on vo.oation and r.i.ll probably not reUlrn. to Chicat;o 
b· "'"a· o Soptombor . 

V ei"y truly ;{0'-ll'S 11 

rm- . o t:ann :Jrs. ) 
Svcrotory to 
.. of' e.:;s m· Loo S<. ilo.rd 



iED BONGORT 
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Department of 
MATH E MATICS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRI NCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

April 24, 1961 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

Thank you for 11 The Voice of the Dolphin. 11 

It was a relief some weeks ago to hear that 
you are in g ood health again, and I am w riting to 
wish you further succ esses in appeals andr e ­
sponses. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
S. Bochner. 

Address reply to 
F INE HAL L 

BOX 708 
PRI NCETON, N . J . 



MRs. DAviD BoDIAN 

9 0 6 ROLAND VUE ROAD 

RUXTON 4, MARYLAND 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Dr . Szilard: 

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE 

SPRINGFIELD 9, MASSACHUSETTS 

Feb . 22 , 1962 

Today I read a copy of your speech, "Are We On The Road To ar? 11 

Both my wife and myself are in general agreement with your proposal 
to init i ate a movement to lobby for peace . Those who favor peace are badly 
in need of such creative thinking regarding the question of how to 
implement t heir beliefs, besides holding meetings, picketing and writing 
l etters . However , before my wife and I contribute two pe r cent of our 
income for t he support of your proposal we would like to see several 
changes in the plan of organiz ation . We would like to have something to say 
regarding the composition of the Council of Fellows and/or the Boar d of 
Directors . 

In line with this we would make this suggestion: one year after your 
selection of the original boqy of fifteen Council members all people who had 
contributed 2% or more of their income would be polled for the purpose of 
nominating new members of the Council . Following the nominations all people 
in the movement would then vote on the slate of nominees . Perhaps in order 
t o maintain conti nuity only ten new members should be elected the first year 
and then five each succeeding year . 

Our second suggestion relates to the matter of the Council cons isting 
only of scientists . Even i¥~-tfse t he term "scientist" to include the social 
scientists we feel that businessmen, cle r gymen, novelists, poets, pl aywri ght s , 
etc . should not arbitrarily be excluded from considerat i on . And we f eel r ather 
strongly that the behavioral scientists should be r epr esented. To be sure 
t heir generalizations lack the l evel of predictability of some of t he physical 
sciences, but regar dless of t heir pr esent limita tions t hey-ao-represent the 
people in our s ociety who best under st and t he behavior of man. 

One other suggestion: perhaps it woul d aid you in your selection of the 
original fift een Fellows i f y ou were to ask the various professional scientific 
societies t o nominate or suggest one or t wo of their members for your 
consideration. 

I am ordering eleven copi es of your speech to send to friends and other 
people . I am goi ng to send one copy to the President of the Society for the 
Study of Social Problems , essentially a gr oup of sociologists who believe that 
sociologi s ts as sociologists should be concerned with social action as well as 
social analysis . 

Please accept our heartfelt admir ation for your personal courage and for 
the campai gn t hat you have been waging for peace . 

;('~#~ly,~ 
Robert H. Bohlke Ada R. B~~ 
Associ ate Professor of Sociology Citizen 



Professor Leo Szilard 
Department of Bioph sics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

Systems Re search Center 
Bedminster, New Jersey 
March 17, 1961 

I have for some time been aware of your personal in­
terest in public reporting as a method of arms control in­
spection. Enclosed is a paper on 11 Knowledge Detection", which 
attempts to g ive a systematic yet imaginative presentation of 
a full range of "non-physical" inspection techniques. You 
may possibly have seen my several earlier papers on this sub­
ject, inc luding the copy of the orig ina l 1956 internal RAND 
Memorandum, which was reproduced and circulated by Donald 
Brennan, a little over a year ago. 

I would welcome your comments and suggestions on any 
aspect of these matters. It would be especia lly interesting 
to l earn anything more of the reaction you have had from 
Premier Khrushchev and the Soviet scientists to such proposals. 

I feel that many aspects of this subject are research­
able and should be investigated by appropriate specialists as 
a matter of some urgency. If this is also your feeling, I 
would particularly appreciate suggestions on how such research 
might be encouraged and where and by whom it might best be done. 

Let me take this opportunity to mention that I have for 
some years admired intensely both your profound concern with 
the need to discover other ways to encourage the survival of 
the species than those on which we are now embarked, and the 
highly creative and stimulating suggestions you have made to 
this end from time to time in Bulletin articles and elsewhere. 

I wish you good health and every possible success in 
your -v1ork, and send you a personal vote of thanks for what you 
have already accomplished. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lewis C. Bohn 

enc. 



Mr. Lewis C. Bohn 
Systems Research Center 
Bedminster, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Bohn: 

March 25, 1961 

Many thanks for your very kind letter of 

March 17th. Enclosed you will find, in page proof, 

a book which should be obtainable in the book stores 

witpin a few days. The lead story deals with the 

subject of disarmament. On the basis of conversa-

tions which I had in Moscow, I have, in the meantime, 

revised that section of the story which deals with 

inspection and I am attaching a revised version for 

your information. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



BOeTTCHeR. FOUNDATION 
828 SEVENTEENTH STR.EET 

DeNVeR. 

CLAUDE; K. BO!OTTCHE;R ,CHAIRM AN OF THE; BOARD 

CR IS DOBBINS. V ICE; CHAIRMAN OF THE; B OARD 
ROBE:R T L . STEARNS. F RE:SID E. NT 

CHARLES BOE: TTCHE;R II. VICE. FRE.SIDE.NT 
JAM !OS Q . NE.\o/TON ,J R .,SE.CRE:TARY 
L . C. BRO\o/N, TRE.ASURE;R AND ASST . S!OCRE.TARY 

OFFICE:RS 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
King's Crown Hotel 
420 West 116th Street 
New York, New York 

My dear Dr. Szilard: 

March 22, 1955 

CLAUDE. K. BOE.TTCHE;R 
E:DNA C . BOE.TTCHE.R 

CHARLE;S BOE.TTCHE.R II 
JAMES Q . NE;\o/TON. JR. 

HE;NRY C . VAN SCHAACK 
CRIS DOBBINS 

HUDSON MOORE.,Jk 
TRUSTE.!OS 

I have read with great interest your letters 
of March the 7th and March the 14 th and the related 
correspondence accompanying them. I have also discussed 
the matter with some of the Trustees of this Foundat ion 
and I am convinced after thought f u l consideration with 
them and of the material you have sent that it is qui te 
beyond the purpose and policies of this Foundation to 
make a grant to the proposal which you have descri bed. 

I n the first place, the charter limitations of 
the Foundation restrict its activities to the territorial 
limits of Colora do as I discussed with you. This pos­
sibly might be overcome by having the activity at least 
start in Colorado duri ng the period of the Boettcher grant. 
However, I am convinced that the grant itself would not 
fall within the purview of our charter and statuatory 
purposes. The very purpose of the organizatio n which you 
describe is to mold public opinion in an attempt to avert 
the imminent danger which is clearly before us . To do 
so would of necessity require a certain amount of com­
munication and creation of conviction o n the part of other 
people. This is coming very close to the prohibited 
aspect of propaganda (an awkward word but one used in 
the statutes) which an organizat ion of this kind is dis­
tinctly prohibited f r om engaging in. 

I regret very much therefore to have to reach 
the conclusi on and to advise you that it will be impossible 
for this Foundation to undertake a request for a grant on 
the matter which you are so enthusiastically undertak i ng 
and which I hope will be accompanied with success. 
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Dear Dr. Bourse: 

420 West ll6th Street 
New York City 

April 19, 1940 

Since I know that you are a g raduate of the Naval Aca-

demy, I hope that you might be able to answer a question, to 

which I am anxious to find the answer. It involves some ele-

mentary knowledge of naval strategy which I do n o t poBsess • . 

As you will see in the following, I have put the question as 

a hypothetical question, and you need not have or express any 

opinion on the subject whether the hypothesis on which the 

question is based is moonshine or reality. 

For your information I wish, however, to add that it has 

become necessary for me to raise this question in connection 

with some recent developments in physics, of which I am keep-

ing the US Government fully informed. These developments mi ght 

lead to results which have a bea ring on questions of national 

defense. There are in this respect auite a variety of possibil-

ities, and in presenting the case to the Government I am anxious 

to g ive .. : each of them its pro per weight so as to convey a well 

balanced picture. Just how much emph a sis I shall put on the 

point of naval applications will dep end on the answer to the 

hypothetical question which I am submitting to you in the fol-

lowing: 



- 2 -

Let us assume that we had a new fuel of which one ton 

could sup ply as much power as 3000 tons of oil, and let us 

assume that it would b e possible to produce about 300 tons of 

this new fuel per year. In this case one could increase the 

cr~ing radius of larger naval units by g iving each a reserve 

of about 50 tons of the new fuel, corresponding to an oil re­

serve of 150.000 tons. In view of the limited supply, the 

ships would continue to burn oil in peace time, and the new 

fuel would have to be considered as a reserve to be used only 

at manoeuvres and in case of war. The equipment for 11 burning 11 

the new fuel would represent an additional weight of pe rhaps 

1000 tons. This i.ncrease of we i ght would however be more than 

comp ensated by reducing the oil load from a maximum of perhaps 

4000 tons to a normal oil load of about 1000 tons. I wish to 

illustrate this b y quoting an example based on data which I 

found in Jane's "Fighting Ships '' for larger units of the Brit­

ish navy. 

A 30.000 ton battleship of the fastest type has nowadays 

a maximum oil load of about 4000 tons and uses somewhat more 

than~ ton of oil per" mile if cruising at an e c onomical sp eed. 

This corresponds to a c r u3sing radius of about 8 000 miles. Let 

us now consider such a battleship e nuipped with an installment 

wdighing 1000 tons, adapted to "burn" the new fuel, and carry­

ing 50 tons of it as a r e serve in addition to a normal oil load 

of 1000 tons. The 50 tons of the new fuel repres ent the e qui­

valent of an oil reserve of about 150.000 tons. The limitations 
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which arise out of the present finite cruising radius would thus 

be removed. There would also be a saving in weight of about 

2000 tons due to the reduction of the oil load, and this ought 

to lead to an increase in the top speed of the vessel. 

I should imagine that the combination of high speed and 

a greatly increased cruising radius might be of decisive import­

ance in case of a war with Japan. Am I right on this point? 

Could you let me have your detailed comment on this subject? 

If you are unable to answer this ouestion yourself, please 

feel free to put it in confidence to some of your friends. In 

this case, if you ask the advice of somebody who is in active 

service, you ought to mention that this is a purely private in­

quiry for our personal information, and conse auently, in answer­

ing the question your friend oug ht to c onfine himself to draw 

on such knowledge as can be considered public p ro p erty. He 

ought to make sure not to disclose anything which might be con­

sidered as a secret by the n a val authorities . Naturally, I 

shall mention no n a mes in pa ssing on your information unless 

I am authorized to do so. 

Thanking you for the attention which you are g iving this 

matter, I am, 

Yours sincere ly, 

(Leo Szilard) 



Dear Admiral Bowen: I 

420 West ll6th Street 
New York City 
May · o, 1940 

At the meeting whi ch was helg unde r the chairmanship of 
I 

Dr. Briggs at the Bureau of Stan&ards on Apri l 27 , 1940, you 

suggested that the scientists mi~ht form a so~t of voluntary 

association and impose upon theJselves the restrictions concerning 

publications about uranium which appear to be necessary in order 

to safeguard the required seer cy. 
I 

At that time I expressed the opinion that it would be 

difficult to get the majority of the physicists to comply. In 

the meantime, the invasion of Holland and Belgium seems to have 

brough about a noticeable change in attitude which also manifested . 
itself 

~u prize 

was awarded a few years a~o. He is at present head of the Chemistry 
i 

Department at Columbia Uni versity, New York City. ~Fofess~ Urey 

is willing to take upon f imself the task of or ~anizing a small 

committe e of scientists o fulfill the function which you proposed. 

At the same time this s 11 g roup of scientists could be helpful 

in coordinating the wor on uranium which is being carried out at 

various universities. understand that Professor Urey will 
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-Bowen, ..of 

get into touch with you in he near future and explain in 

greater detail 

~urs very truly, 

(Leo Szilard) 
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Dear Hr. Clark, 

34 Occom Ridge 
Hanover, N. H. 

Feb. 18 '54 

I thought you would be glad to know that I had need of you and 
your "Detailed Proposals" today: it was a. lecture to the senior 
class in the Great Issues course on the subject 'The World Community 
a historical sketch'. 

It was a great pleasure to reread through your proposals and fit 
them into their proper place in the emerging world order; 11The 
Virginia Plan of 195&1 I called them. Let us hope that I managed to 
innoculate a few with an interest in the subject. 

It is time for you to reconsider your phrasiology in the light 
of recent events. As you know this country began the development of 
the H-bomb before the end of the war, and the development of raw 
materials about three years ago. Last year they successfully detonated 
a small "experimental" model; the AEC is at this moment back at Bikini 
to try a full sized H-bomb. No question about this, judging from the 
statements in the press. 

Now the success of the H-bomb brings to focus a further develop­
ment: the C-bomb, the Cobalt Bomb about which you have doubtless heard. 
Let me make it absolutely clear. 

Cobalt is a mineral which will absorb neutrons and become 
artificially radioactive: half-life 6a 5 yrs. It is already in use as 
"poor man's radium" for the treatment of cancer. One has only to 
surround a large H--bomb with sufficient amounts of ordinary cobalt 
to produce enormous amounts of radioactive material (dust). 

Since we know, clearly, the lethal amount of external radiation 
Since we know roughly the available cobalt 
Since we know the H-bomb works 

it is not difficult to calculate the amount of such radioactive cobalt 
which would literally 11 wipe out all higher forms of life." Einstein 
three years ago called it "within range of technical possibility". Leo 
Szilard put it more precisely, at the Chicago Round Table (with Harrison 
Brown , Hans Bethe , Frederick Seitz (also three years ago): 

nr have asked myself 'how many neutrons, or how much heavy 
hydrogen, do we have to detonate to kill everybody on earth by this 
particular method?' I come out with 50 tons of neutrons ••• which means 
about 500 tons of heavy hydrogen." 

Dulles has recently said the same thing in general terms and 
indicated that he meant it literally. 

Harrison Brown went on to point out that it was ironically true 
that "it is easier to kill all people in the world than just a part 
of them." 

Other elements besides cobalt may be used. Thus radioactivity 
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could be taylored to the need. I won't go into this further except to 
say that arms development has now about reached its logical ultimate 
conclusion. 

I see no way to avoid this conclusion. Perhaps there is hope in 1it. 
It seems to me likely this will create a new situation in international 
affairs: no general war can be allowed to happen; numerous peripheral 
limited Koreas are certain, of course. But this generation is 
certainly faced with giving an ultimate answer to an ultimate question. 

Perhaps the physicists have found a method of peace enforcement 
which the statesmen have never found. 

Let me add too that we are hoping to get a discussion group going 
up here on "charter revision". Local peculiarities have made it not 
easy to do but perhaps they will now be willing to consider the matter 
both serious and sane. 

Best of health for your continued work, 

S/ David Bradley 
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37, Belsize Park Gardens, 

London, N.W. 3. 

Primrose Hill 1363. 

Ys rch 31st, 1930. 

My dear- 91 r-. 

Dr. 3z\lprd tellR me thet he hAS n1~A~A, ~ 
~ritten to you some account o~ o ur me~ 
convers~tions Ht~ Ache~e interePts me, but my 
difficulty in mP~ing· up my mind about tt is 
Sf~rnveted by the fact that I know nothin~ of 
the uereonalities connect ed "'ith it. If I knew 
that a very devot~d and very able groun of younF 
men in Germany was nreuared to ~ork for the idea 
with unshakable fnith, I should be more dis~~eed 
to viva my help in thts country. 0ould you tell 
me whether such a p:rouu ext ste, and v•hether men 
in it ere kno-n to you~ I have seen enoup:h of Dr. 
Szil~rd to reeltse that he ts an attractive 
personality, end he evidently has "·hat he cnlls 
the relt~ious snirit. But I sho uld welcome any 
estimate "ll'hich you might be a.ble to gi ve me of 
his capacity for this very difficult utece of 
work. May I, in conclu~i on, venture to ask a 
more direct ouestion~ bo you your-self approve 
o~ hi~ tdea of a Bund, and Tiould you, at a 
~u1tahle moment, be nrenar-ed to gi ve it your 
nuhlic auunort? If r thou~ht it probable that 
you would do 80, that -ould we1~h mith me in 
formin~ a houeful horosco~e for- thi8 or~nnisation. 

I am sym-pathetic, b11t not as yet convinced. · 

You may rememher me as a nerson who has 
bothered you with questions before. You were 
good enou~h, about seven years ae:o, to ansv,er 
a long questionnatre uhi ch I printed in the first 
number of the New Lender, when I was its editor. 

Prey excuse me for eddressin~ you in English; 
it t~ perhaps most ~onventent that we should each 
use our own len~ue~e . I reed German ~ithout 
difficulty . 

Sincerely yours 

. ~~ .N. /dyv.~~~ 

( 



THE SUNDAY TIMES 
OF LONDON 

HENRY BRANDON 

WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 

3501 RODMAN STREET, N. W , 

CA BLE ADDRESS: KEMNEWS, WASHING TON 

Dear Mr . Sz i lard, 

WASHINGTON B , D . C. 

TELEPHONE: EMERSON 3-5950 

June 13, 1961 

Many t hanks for sendinr.; me a cony of yonr book whi ch 
I am l ook i ng fo~1ard to reading . 

Th e Fe l trinellis mentioned it to me when they were 
here . I was sorry to have missed you but I had to leave 
with President Kennedy for Europe . You probably remember 
t hat you c ame t o my hou~e a few years ago when Ge orge Brown 
was my gues t . 

Mr. Leo Szi l ard , 
The Enri co Fermi Institute, 
Ch icago 37. 

Yours sincerely, 



Mr. Henry Brandon 
The Sunday Times 
The New York Times 
New York City, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Brandon: 

May 30, 1961 

I had a letter from Inge Feltrinelli in which she asks 

whether you have called me. She does not say why you should 

have, but I assume that it may have something to do with my 

book which Feltr1nel11 is publishing in Italy. I am therefore 

taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of the book. 

The hard-cover copy sells for $3.00 and it is also 

published by Simon and Schuster (the release date was at the 

end of April). I have no hard cover copy left, but I am certain 

that you can get a copy mailed to you - for the asking - by the 

publisher. 

At present I am staying in Washington {Hotel Dupont 

Plaza; Telephone Hudson - 3-6000, Room 842) but I might leave 

here Sundy, June 4th. Mrs. Mann, my secretary in Chicago 

(Telephone Midway 3-8000, The f!.nrico Fermi Institute for Nuclear 

Studies), will know where I can be reached if I leave Washington. 

Yours very sincerely, 

LEO SZILARD 
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DER BAYERISCHE RUNDFUNK 
ANSTALT DES OFFENTLICHEN RECHTS 

BAYERISCHER RUNDFUNK • 8 MONCHEN 2 • POSTFACH ABTEILUNG Sonderprogramm 

Frau RUF-NR. 5900 / ............. . 

Professor Szilard 36 56 I ........... .. . 

z . Zt . Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten 

Miin cben 
Maximilianstr . l7 

lhre Zeichen lhre Nachricht vom Unsere Zeich en MONCHEN 

br 4 ~ 0ktober 1963 

Sehr verehrte gnadige Frau , 

Frau Dr. M~ sler ist zur Zeit dienstlich in K~ln . Ich babe 

mit ihr telefoniert und mir erlaubt , ihr Ihren Br ief vorzu­

lesen . Frau Dr . M~sl er lasst Sie und Ihren sehr verehrten 

Gatten sehr herzlich g riissen und bedauert, dass sie Si e dies­

mal in Miinchen nicht sprechen kann. Ich soll Ihnen noch mit­

teilen, dass die Sendung von Herrn Professor Szilard am 

14 . November im Nachtstudio des 2 . Programms l a uft . 

Mit vorziig licber Hochachtung 

V3-v~ 
(E . M. Braun) 
Sekretarin 

8 Miinchen 2. 
Rundfunkplatz 1 

Sammei-Ruf. Nr. 
Milnchen 5 90 01 

Drahtwort 
Bayernfunk Milnchen 

Femsthreibtr 
Munch en 05 23428 

Bank-Konten Postscnelk -Konto 
Bayerische Staatsbank Miinchen 81613 Milnchen 8401 
Bayerische Gemeindebank Milnchen 6 400 

Bankhaus Merck. Finck & Co Munch en 20 646 



APA(spsn u s\ 

March 20, 1963 

Dear Fellow-Member of SPSSI: 

Something new in the world of peace organizations has begun to work during the 

past year, and its impressive impact on the 1962 Congressional elections convinces 

us that it is the best thing yet for people who are interested in effective, realistic ac­

tion for peace. We are members and contributors, and want to bring this movement 

to your attention and urge you to join also. 

The Council for a Livable World (originally called Council for Abolishing War) 

was founded in June, 1962 by a group of outstanding scientists assembled by the pioneer 

of atomic physics, Leo Szilard. A Board of Directors, on which one of us serves, was 

set up; it is sued a platform in the form of the enclosed Action Program, and invited 

the general public's support. 

Without any organized membership drive, the Council picked up a couple of thou­

sand member-contributors, who in turn contributed over $58,000 to candidates in thf> 

November elections. The Council selected races with care, concentrating its mem­

bers' attention on close contests in which money could make a difference, and directing 

most of the funds to five senatorial races. Our man won in each race~ One of them, 

George McGovern of South Dakota, the former director of the Administration's Food 

for Peace Program, squeezed through by a spectacularly small margin; it is generally 

agreed that his victory was made possible by the $22,000 contributed through the Council. 

In all, the Council was involved in 18 contests, 12 of which were victories. We think you 

will agree that this was a most auspicious start for a fledgling organization. 

To exert a continuing pressure towards peacefu l a lternatives to international con­

flict, the Council for a Livable World must expand rapidly. We hope that it may ulti­

mately unite the political efforts of the large segment of the American populace which 

wants an organized and peaceful world rather than an arms race terminating in thermo­

nuclear· war. Even as a political arm of liberal intellectuals, it has demonstrated that 

it can be a force to be reckoned with on the Washington scene, so initial efforts at re­

cruitment are being directed toward psychologists who have already shown their social 

consciousness and commitment by joining SPSSI. 

Read the enclosed materials, therefore; study the progra m outlined, and see if 

you don't agree that this is the most exciting and promising of efforts to do something 

about the drift towards catastrophe. The Council could have happened only in an open, 

democratic society; let's make it work. 

Sincerely yours, 

Margaret Brenman 
Robert R. Holt 
Sibylle K. Escalona 
George S. Klein 
Henry A. Murray 

l 



33 Park Trail 
Croton-on-hudson, Hew York 
15 March 1962 

Dr Leo Szilard 
Jupont Plaza rtotel 
1iashington, D C 

Dear Dr Szilard, 

:4- \o L~ 
'~ \fJ.. 4-A. !1. 

I read in Joseph 1vershba 1 s New York 
Post article yesterday about your interest 
ln a peace lobby. Having read some of 
your writings in the Bulletin of the tomic 
Scientists, I am convinced thar-you are a 
person who might be very effective in such 
a role, and 1 offer my support and encour­
agement. 

1 would be happy to be on the list 
of people who will be informed of your 
activities . .H. colleague of mine vmuld also 
like to receive such information . He is: 

•.h 6anford r{osenzweig~ PhD } ~ CAr' 
f 13 Castle House lJrlve tftJ 1 .<.. 

1'1,..' t-Dobbs Ferry, i ew York ~ -,7 

May I say that I am deeply grateful 
for your recent recovery from s~nptoms of 
cancer. 

~espectfully yours , 

~fl!;:;re~~ 

/''h 



STANFORD RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

MENLO PARK, CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 
May 22, 1961 

Prof. Leo Szilard 
Enrico Fermi Institute for Nuclear Studies 

University of Chicago 
Chicago 3 7, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Your article on the sex ratio in Nature, May 21~ 1960 presumes 

that the decline in sex ratio is a genetic trait. 

It is indeed possible; if so, a similar decline must occur for 

horses, or similar species. I understand that this is not the case, at 

least not to the extent it occurs in man. 

A simple hypothesis will explain all the data I have; I shall not 

put it forth until I examine further data which you may be kind enough 

to furnish, say from reprints of your publications. 

JLB:np 

Yours very truly, 

1 iiJNJ..,_. • C4 .I 

J. L. Brenner 
Senior Mathematician 

P. S. I see that Comfort has raised the same point. I have 

your reference and Comfort's both from J. Lcfderberg> to whom I 

directed a question on this matter. I feel that, although there is an 

underlying genetic trait, the ex:planations I have may be simpler 1 and 

may explain more - racial differences, etc. 



VIRUS LABORATORY 

BERKELEY 4• CALIFORNIA 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



DR. BERNARD J. BRENT • 238 SIDRLEY DRIVE 

Dr. Gerard Piel , President 
Institute for Biological Studies 
Sun. Di.0co , Cal .. 

Dear Dr. Piel: 

• BRISTOL, TENN. 

J"Wle 5 , 1962 

I ail d'3liCJlt ... d tn see from the edi·toria.l in the current i..,sue of 

Sc . ~ncr:: t!:r· t ;ron e.re in the :r."ocess of orefrttng an Institute il ihich 

pron~ses to rt roid thP dep!'rt!l'lm_taJ. iz~tior.J of sci.entific thought . 

I 'l;.pve "~~o:rtr.r:d for thrBe ·yeA.rP in suo• ~n Institute , thB Kaiser 

\:ilJ-E::~ .:!1 Instit1;te 1md.er Prof. F .. H~:;~ber and theref'ore con apprE"!ciate 

wte.t such an a tmosphere nmms. It r e.E~ there wher~ I had the pleasure 

o~ b::.cominc ac l'~e in ted wi tl1 Dr. I.eo Szil;!F.rd • who I oo glad to 

see anong . our first life-time appointees • 

... 'i.fter b.uving v·orlced t.he •e on Resonance in Collisions of the Second 

Kind a<'10 at the University of Hambure under Pro:r . Otto G~ern on 

dolecv~ar Beams I turned towards r1ed:i.oinal Chemistry and part icularly 

Endocrinology. 1ost of this activity was as Research Director of 

several Pllarmace tical Companies , such as Roche - Orcanon,. Warner­

Chilcott Div., 1Iassengill etc . except for 9 yoa1 .. s during which I 

taught t:ndocr5.nt logy and d some Research P.":i Rut~ers University., 

Collt.rl'o or :Pha:!:'!l'l(', o~ • I am enclosing my :r-esu.me and I \ lould appr .ciate 

it if you would kindly consider or discuss vith me in which 'li ay 

I may be of help in your new Institute. I have many ideas for Research 

in the field or l!:ndocrinology and Hematology , which were too "academic " 

to be persued within t:-.te budgets of industry , and which I \'JOUld love 



P. 0. BOX 1625 

GRAND CENTRAL STATION 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

J1.ine 24, 1954 

Dear Friend: 

We invite you to join with us in signing an open letter to President 
Eisenhower urging the granting of amnesty to the fifteen men and women now 
serving prison terms as a result of conviction under the Smith Act. 

We who sponsor this appeal do so because we consider the Smith Act a 
serious violation of the rights of free speech and free thought guaranteed in 
the First Amendment. The 112 indicted under this Act, the 15 in prison, the 56 
convicted and those now being tried are avowed Communists, or alleged to be 
Communists. But these indictments, trials and convictions have contributed in 
no small measure to the spreading political persecutions which have reached far 
beyond the ranks of the Communist"Party. 

In various independent amnesty appeals addressed to President Truman 
and President Eisenhower in 1952 and 1953 some 500 ministers, educators, and 
others expressed their deep concern about imprisonment for ideas and the evil 
effect of the Smith Act on the-freedom of the American people. As long as there 
are people in prison for their ideas - however unpopular those ideas may be -
the basis for repression remains. We believe also that in speaking out against 
imprisonment for ideas we can make an important and basic contribution to the 
general movement against McCarthyism. 

We urge you to read the open letter which we are enclosing. If you 
approve of it, please sign it so that your name may be included when it is sent 
to President Eisenhower. We also ask that you send a contribution to help defray 
the cost of circulating it. 

Prof. Dorothy Brewster 
New York, N. Y .. 

Rabbi Abraham Cronbach 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Fyke Farmer 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alice Hamilton, M.D. 
Hadlyme, Conn. 

Rev. orge Lyman Paine 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Willard Ransom 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

f/ !I tf)·~ 
Prof. H. H. Wilson, 
Princeton, N. ~. 



P. 0 . BOX 1625 

GRAND CENTRAL STATION 
NE W YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
"Sfti;veTsi ty of-9-hiea.go- Ln~~c~, 

-ehicago, • 
~C-p . ~ 

I 



President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

We call on you, Mr. President, to grant amnesty to the men 
and women now in prison as a result of conviction under the Smith 
Act. 

They were convicted for agreeing to "teach and advocate" 
their political views. In the words of Justice Hugo Black: 

"They were not charged with non­
verbal acts of any kind designed 
to overthrow the government. 
They were not even charged with 
saying or writing anything designed 
to overthrow the government." 

While we may disagree with the political and economic views 
of the imprisoned Communists, we feel that imprisonment for polit­
ical ideas is foreign to our best traditions. 

Starting with the Communists, political persecution has spread 
and constitutes a growing danger. What is now called "McCarthyism" 
alarms our citizens and our friends in other countries. It is because 
we feel 1:hat it is in the best interests of our people and our country, 
that we call for an end to political persecutions and imprisonment. 

We call on you, in the spirit of the Declaration of Independence, 
with its promise of liberty for all, to grant amnesty to those serving 
sentences under the Smith Act. 

Respectfully yours, 



Date -------------------------------------

Dear Doctor Brewster : 

I have read the open letter to President Eisenhower and would like to add 
my signature to the amnesty appeal. 

Signature --------------------------------------

Name 
------------------------~-----------------

(please print) 

Address 
----------------------~-----------------

I enclose $ _____________________ to help defray printing and mailing expenses . 



Dr. Dorothy Brewster 
P . 0. Box 162.5 
Grand Central Station 
New York 17 , N. Y. 



BRIEF 
ROBERT J. LEVIN EDITOR 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Argonne Laboratories 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

270 PARK AVENUE • NEW YORK 17 • N. Y. 

Janu~ 281 1953 

I have just been reading a short account of a talk you 
recently gave to a group of bacteriologists in which you took 
a satiric look at the future of science. 

The subject is a fascinating one and we here at BRIEF are 
most interested in the possibility of using your speech either 
as delivered or in edited form as an article. We would, of 
course, pay for such an article at our regular rates. If the 
idea appeals to you, could you let us see a draft of your speech? 

I am sure that if you agree we will have a most entertaining 
article. 

Yours sincerely, 

l!dif::i~:!d 
Associate Editor 



Leon Brillouin 
88 Central Park West 
New York 23, N.Y. 

to: Dr. Leo Szilard 

My dear Szilard: 

May 5, 1961 

PERSONAL 

Too much time elapsed ~; ince the p&ri " · '::::c:n ·. & "J. .:-E-0 to 
.eet at Columbia, some years ago. I saw recently some 

advertj_sement about your new book published by Simon and 
Schuster, and I am writing you because I would like to 
send you a copy of a book recently published by one of my 
dearest friends, Dr . E . Revici, under the title: 

"Research in .Physiopathology as Basis of Guided Chemotherapy" 
~ith special Application to Cancer 

I have known Revici for nearly twenty years and I 
follmved his research 1.vork with the keenest interest. He 
finally decided to publish his results, which he did not 
want to write down in detail before he could achieve his goal, 
namely a scientific treatment of cancer. I am a trustee of 
his hospital in New York and I watched him for all these years. 
He has been able to treat and to improve condit ions in a very 
impressive way for many patients, including a number of cases 
classified as "terminal". I would like very much to send you 
his book ; you would see in the last chapter some of the 
typical results obtained and I would feel very happy if you 
could give us an appointment some time in the next future, 
so that you had an opportunity to meet Dr . Revici. Let me 
know, please, where and when we might come to see you. 

I am leaving for Europe by the middle of June and will 
stay abroad for a few months. 

Best regarj s and remembrance. 

Yours very sincerely, 

L. Brillouin 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

HEAD OFFICE : BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.I 

TELEVISION CENTRE: WOOD LANE, LONDON, W.I2 

TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX * CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-WI * TELEX: 22182 

TELEPHONE: SHEPHERDS BUSH 8ooo 

26th September 1963 

Dear Professor Szilard, 

I am t-rri .ing to thank you very much indeed for your contribution to the 
programr.1e nNan 'l'omorrm.r11 l..rhich we filmed vli th you at Dubrovnik. I have seen 
the result and I am very pleased \lith it. I think it Has very good of you 
to break off in the midst of all your Conference problems to give us your 
assistance. 

Cur Contracts Department -vrill e getting in touch 'l>li th you about your 
fee. Heam.rhile, I hope that you had a successful PUg'l>Jash, and a pleasant 
time in Europe. 

\!ith kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

ro . cer, 
Television Cutside Broadcasts 

Professor L. Szilard, Ph.D., 
The Research Institute, 
University of Chicago, 
Illinois, 
u. s . \. 
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FEDERAL RES E RV E B ANK OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 90 

October 7 ~ 1946 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Institute of Nuclear Studies 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

A friend of mine at ~e Cowles Commission has 
shown me your recent manuscript on a double monetary 
system. I have been greatly impressed by it after the 
pleasure of a cursory reading. When I outlined it 
verbally to Dr. John K. Langum, who is Vice President in 
charge of research at this bank, he too expressed great 
interest. 

If you have extra copies available either of the 
September 16th draft or of a later version, I would 
appreciate one for my own use, and Dr. Langum has com­
missioned me to obtain another one for him. 

Very truly yours~ 

M. Bronfenbrenner, Economist 
Research Department 

P.S. In later revisions (expansions?) of your paper, you 
might consider explicitly the international aspects of your 
double currency proposals. would you make each country's 
red a~d green currencies freely exchangeable for both red 
and green in each other nation? Would you limit inter­
national exchanges to red for red and green for green? Or 
would you seek complete insulation of the red currency from 
the international money market? 



The Brookin 
8 

Institution 1775 MAssAcHusETTs AVENUE, N. w .• wAsHINGToN 

g Robert D. Calkins, PRESIDENT Robe1·t W. Hartley, VICE PRESIDENT 

CONFERENCE PROGRAM ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS: James M . Mitchell, DIRECTOR . 

SENIOR STAFF: Roy W. Crawley George W. Grier Walter G. Held John Osman Harry R. Seymour 

RESEARCH ASSOCIATE: Barbara Kemp RESEARCH ASSISTANT: Henry E. Holmquist 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The Dupont-Plaza Hotel 
Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

December 22, 1961 

If you would like to talk about the proposed program of 

supplying consultants to the Defense Department, please let me know. 

I am enclosing a folder describing our new Program at 

Brookings. 

Cordially, 

Enclosure J~l ~ · ~(;;;~-
Director 

6, D. C. 



Miss Esther Luoill Brow 
The Russell Sage Foundation 
505 Park Avenwt 
New York 22 , lew York 

Dear Miss Browns 

The Urrl. versi ty of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

The King's Crown Hotel 
420 West 116th Street 
lew York, New York 

Denver - March 4, 1955 

I spent the last two weeks in Denver , and it was very 

pl asant . I thought you mi~t be interested in a copy of a 

letter which I sent to Dr . Young, and the material which I 

nclosed with the letter. 

Please let me know if any thoughts occur to you in this 

connection. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosures 



RooM 1626 

STA1\TDA R D OIL C o MPANY 

Professor Leo Szilard 

( l :"'<COHPOlL\.TEll I N N l~W ,J I~ H:SEY ) 

30 RocKEFELLER PLAzA 

NEW Y ORK 2 0 ,N.Y. 

Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

March 24, 1952 

Those of us in our department who are working with the plans for 
the Jersey Roundtable are pleased to hear that you can attend. 
In a few weeks you will hear from us in more detail about the 
program and arrangements for your coming. 

Each year we included in our program, as you will notice in the 
1951 Program you received, a brief biographical sketch and photo­
graph of the participants. We would appreciate your sending us 
your biography and photograph for this year's Program; everyone 
seems to like the idea of including such information in the 
printed brochure. 

We have had some suggestions for discussion topics and would be 
glad to receive any further comments from you on this matter. 

Ve are looking forward to meeting you, and in the meantime, you 
will hear from me further. 

Sincerely yours, 

CBM:emk 



5650 Ellis Avenue 

Mrs. Charlotte Bro\vne-Mayers 
Standard Oil Company 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, Room 1626 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Mrs. Browne-Mayers: 

April 28, 1952 

At the request of Dr. Leo Szilard I am sending 

you the enclosed photograph and biographical sketch. We 

are sorry to be so late in sending these to you. 

Our Office of Press Relations has asked me to 

request that the photograph be returned as soon as possible 

8-fter you are through with it. You can send it directly to 

me, and I will see that they receive it. 

Enclosures 

Very sincerely yours , 

(Mrs.) Shirley D. Sykes 
Secretary~ to Dr. Szilard 



From The Desk Of: ELIN€>RE IIRUCE 

I 



_meta:llurgita:l 'la:bora:torp 

ovember 24, 1944 

Lt. Col. c. Vanden Bulck 
Office of the District Engineer 
anhattan District 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Dear Col. 

I 

. I 

0 

r 

gn a voucher in connection with 
old Mr. Carter that I am under 

le for me to deal with the 
contract somewhat along the 

Since Mr. Carter was the o~ 
I was unable to get legal advice ~I s· 7ned a voucher 
for the original amount and gave s uch ~a • Carter in 
escrow so that if it should prove impossi e to m·· e arrangements 
for a supplementary contract by the end of this Y. r. Carter 
should be in a position to forward the voucher t ope to 
et an opinion within a few days on the incom t· ch I will 

be required to pay and that will make it pos i 
termine the exact etmount to which the original amount of the con­
tract ought to be reduced. I take it that you will want me to 
settle the d tails with Mr . Carter on Mr . Carter's return. 

You will appreciate that in the circumstances 1 do not 
expect that a check will be tendered to me until a supplementary 
contract has been drawn up or, failing this, until the voucher 
given Mr . Carter in escrow is released. 

LS:ls 

cc: Carter 
McKinley 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 

- --- . 



District Engineer 
Attention: Lt . Col. c. 
U, S. Engineer's Office 
P. 0. Box E 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Dear Col. Vanden Bulck: 

November 

Vanden Bulck 
. .... . . 

M UC- L, 5 - t/ Z 
Th' I ,. 

I refer to the telephone convers tion which you had with Mr . 
Carter today. I am writing in order to f out i~ we c~ complete 
this matter of drafting a supplemental agreement for the reduced amount . 

I am advised that it would be desirable to have in the supple­
mental agreement a clause specifying tne manner in which payment by the 
Government would be made (of a sum that would lie $450 below the sum 
specified by the original contract). In particular I am advised it 
would be desirable to have the supplementary agreement state that 
'4,000 would be paid before December 31st of this year and the balance 
before arch 31st of next year. It seems to me that a sentence should 
be inserted to clear up the discrepancy between the original agreement 
and the supplemental agreement, inasmuch as the text of the original 
agreement indicates that I have received the amount of ~15, 417 . 60 on 
December 3, 1943. 

I would appreciate it if in the second paragraph of the 
supplemental agreement the date of execution of the first agreement, 
i . e . , December Jl, 1943, would appear in place of the lst day of 
December, which appears in the draft which you supplied to me. 

The third paragraph of the supplemental agreement ought to 
read as f ollows: ' hereas Szilard has determined that the considerations 
set forth in the above mentioned contract exceeds by the amount of $450 
the amount which he desires to accept, and has voluntarily requested 
that the consideration as set forth therein be reduced as a prer equisite 
to accepting final payment, and •• •• 11 

The next to the last paragraph of the first page of the 
supplemental agreement "It is understood and agreed .• • " seems t o serve 
no useful purpose and I would propose that you delete it . 

I tiope that you will find it possible t o draw up a supplemental 
agreement along the lines indicated above and that it will be possible 
to settle this matter within the next few days. 

Very truly yours, 

~ . 
Leo Szilard 

LS:ls " .. 
cc : H. S. Carter 

<::: t 







Mr. I"'or Bubnov, 
Embassy of the Union of 

Sovi t Socialist Republics , 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Mr , Bubnov • 

S ptember 14, 1960 . 

!-ir . Nikifor Levchenko told me over th telephone today 

that I should send you copies of the material, which was enclosed with 

Mr. Marshall 1~cDuffie's letter and which you have forwarded to 

Moscow. You will find such copies nclosed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Leo SzUard 

Enclosures 





99 GRACE AVENUE 

GREAT NECK, N.Y. 

MAY 10, 1960 

My dear Professor Szilard: 

Through the press and through our mutual friend 
Sidney Davis, I have held you in a~e for your many 
accomplishments and , recently, for your superhuman en­
deavors in behalf of humanity and your efforts to save 
us from annihilation (on the assumption that ~e're ~orth 

being saved) . 

I read ~ith great interest your letter to the 
Editor of the Herald Tribune. With your usual sincerity 
and perception you have brought forth the underlying 
problem in the plane fiasco (and conceivably in our pres­
ent dilemma generally)-- our lack of morality at the 
highest levels. Ho~ can ~e expect a squaring of corners 
by students in their learning, by taxpayers on their tax 
returns, ~hen our presumed leaders set such a lo~ standard 
of morality! Regrettably, expediency has become the common 
coin of the day. 

With my very ~arm ~ishes for you. 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Memorial Hospital 
444 East 68th Street 
Ne~ York, NY 



Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Hotel Dupont Plaza, 
1500 New Hampshir e Avenue, N.w., 
Washington 6, D.C., 
U. S. A. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Department of Geodesy and Geophysics, 
Madingley Rise, Madingley Road, 

Cambridge. 

17th August, 1961. 

It was most kind of you to send me a copy of your 
book about the Dolphins which I have read with great interest. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

E. C. Bullard. 

p,s\ T~JJ~ 
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March 16, 1961 

Mr. William Bundy 
U. S. Department of Defense 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bundy: 

I r egret that, the other day at Jim Newman's 
house, I had no opportunity to talk to you. I am enclos­
ing, in page proof, a little book of satirical stories 
which I have written {its publication date is April 28th). 
In the first story, 'The Voice of the Dolphins", I am 
trying to show what it would take to achieve disarmament 
--twenty-five years hence. The other stories have no­
thing to do with disarmament and you might find some of 
them amusing. 

I have prepared a condensed version of the first 
story, out of which I have edited out the less serious 
part of the fiction, including the dolphins. If you think 
that such a treatise on disarmament might be of interest 
to some of your colleagues, I can send you a copy of this 
condensed version. 

I am staying for a while in Washington, at the 
Hotel Dupont Plaza, and perhaps at some later date we 
might get together and talk about certain aspects of the 
disarmament problem. 

With best wishes, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

/ 



March 8, 1961 

Mr. George Bunn 
Attorney 
1229 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bunn: 

John Silard thought that you might be interested 
in having a copy of my forthcoming book, which treats 
social problems in a satirical fiction form. The lead 
story gives the history of the world from 1960 to 1985 
and describes how disarmament is accomplished -- twenty­
five years hence. What I am trying to say in this story 
is not what is likely actually to happen, but rather what 
it would take to accomplish disarmament. You will find 
a condensed version of this story enclosed. The condensed 
version is still fiction, but I have edited out any refer­
ence to dolphins and eliminated some of the other fancies. 

Because I am short of this material, I wonder 
whether you could return the enclosures to me after, say 
about two weeks, to the Hotel Dupont Plaza where I am 
staying in Washington. 

Perhaps at some later date we could get together 
and have a chat about all of this. 

Yours sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



Prof . Dr . G. Burkhardt 

Herrn 

Prof . Dr . L . Szilard 

\'lashinrton 

Eotel Dupont -Placa 

Lieber Herr Szi~rd! 

Hannover , den 22 . 6 . 1962 

'r i zianstr . 5 

Schon lange oll te ich Ihnen schreiben und C>ie fragen , ob 

Si e wieder einmal nacr~ "Zuropa und speziell nach Deutschland 

zu kornmen beabsichtigen . I c" erinnere mich noch gern und 

dankbar der Gespriiche , die ich mit Ihnen im vergangenen Jahr 

bei der Kon:;:erenz in Stowe/Vermont fLhren k o nnte . Leider 

haben sich die politischen Verhiiltnisse in Deutschland ganz 

so entwi ckel t , wie v, ir es darnals , unmi ttelbar vor den Bundes­

tagswahlen , erwartet bat t en . Ich arbe i te zur Zeit mit Herrn 

v on Ve i zsii cker und e i n i gen anderen Knllegen in einer neu 

gegr(ndeten Studiengrup~e ~ber Fragen der ''RUstungokontrolle , 

RUstungsbeschrankung und InternationalenSicherheit in Europa" 

der Deutschen Gesellschaft fUr Ausw~rtire Politik . In dieser 

Gesellschuft wird bnde Juni auc:1 Herr Lissinger sprechen . 

Le i der bin ich zu d i eser Zeit i n Ghana be i einer Konferenz 

der blockfreien Nationen Ube1 AbrUstungsfragen . 

Mit getrennter Post Ubersende ich Ihnsn rneinen Bericht von 

der 7 . und 8 . Coswa- honferenz , den ich fLr die Vereinigung 

Deu t :s cher Wissenscho.ftler angefertigt babe , sowie e i nen 

Aufsatz von Eagon (Prof . f~r politische \lissenschaften in 

Darmstadt) tiber Berlin als .fissenschaftszentruw . Vielleicht 

haben Sie Interesse daran , 5elegentlich uinmal hineinzuschauen . 

· I ch hoffe sehr , dass es Ihnen und Ihrer verehrten Frau , die 

ich freundlichst zu grUssen bitte , gesundheitlich gut geht . 

'.~enn nicht bier in De~_t schland, so hofie ich best immt darauf , 

0ie in Cambridge oder London bei der niichster Pugwash- Konfe ­

renz zu treffen . Diesmal vvill auch Herr von 1.feizsL.cke1· rni t­

kommen . 

Jit meinen bestcn WUnschen und Grtissen 

Ihr 



AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

280 NEWTON STREET • BROOKLINE STATION • BOSTON 48. MASSACHUSETTS • TELEPHONE: 522 - 2400 

23 October 1962 

T O: Hudson Hoagland 

FROM: Ralph W. Burhoe 

With regard to the invitation to Sir Bernard Lovell, both Bernie Feld and 
John Edsall agree that it would be a good thing, and they both agree that it 
would be well not to do it during rhe Cuban crisis. John Edsall wanted me to 
communicate to you the feeling he has that Barry Commoners AAAS Committee 
on Science and Society, of which John is a member , had some notion of bringmg 
Sir Bernard oyer to the Philadelphia meeting during the Christmas rece ss of 
the AAAS. John also felt that if we do mvite Sir Bernard, we should allow 
tim e enough to set the vis1t up in a good way so that suitable advantage can be 
taken of public ity and oppor tunities and ar rangements. 

If Barry Commoner js going to invite him to the Philadelphia meeting, 
perhaps Szilard should be informed of this and Mrs. Marshall . 

B:a 

Sincerely, 

/} --~ /.(__ '_ u</ \ 



AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

280 NEWTON STREET BROOKLINE STATION BOSTON 46 , MASSACHUSETTS ..JAMAICA 4 - 0303 
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Dr.. F ~ !.!. Burnet, Director 

11~~ "":Ust 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
:. ay 15, 1951 

Walter and 1i~--t P.a11 Institute of ~.:edical &search 
Royal ~ielbourne Iiospital 
llelbourno, Austro.l~n 

Dear Dr.. Burnet: 

1 vin~; just read your article in tho Scientific 

1lraericau. I feel like telling you hmv vory m~~~~}K' 

joyed it,. '1'here i~ somethin~ about t:C spiriywhich 

is reril.Elrko.ble; what it is is difficult to define and 

I a.'U not c;oing to ;at t.Eatupt it, but the fact i s that. a 

number of people here were struck m- h it. 

Enclosed you vrlll find some reprints.. 'l'he 

one on 'l'2- 1'h mi ~ht interest you i.f you hadn't heard 

about it wr.J:m you 'dai. ted t~1is oo':l!i't.ry. 

LS/sds 
Enclooures 

Yours sincorely, 

Leo Szilard 



THE WALTER & ELIZA HALL INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL RESEARCH 

Clinical Research Unit, Department of Experimental Medicine, 

University of Melbourne The Royal Melbourne Hospital 

Director: 

SIR MACFARLANE BURNET, F.R.S. 

D r . L e o Szilard, 
The E nrico Fermi Institute for Nuclear S tudies , 

The University of Chiaago, 

Chicago. Ill. 

D ear Dr. Szilard, 

20th January, 196 0 

Many thanks for sending a pre-copy of your two papers whic h 

came to me from t he National Academy. I found them m ost inter e sting , even 

though being no mathematician I had to take some portions o n trust. I felt that 

your basic assumption was that each antigenic determinant (or haptene) can be 

regarded as equivalent to one of the metabolites which are involved in biochemical 

processes in all mammalian cells. This I find ve r y attractive and since talking 

with Monod and Jacob last summer I am also greatly impressed with the view 

that repressors are the chief operative mechanisms in the behavio u r of enzymes 

in the cell . 

On t he other hand as a biologist I feel that there are s om e 

highly unlikely features in y our f ormulation and one main omission. This is the 

point which I regard as basic to all immun ological discussion, the necessity to 

provide a means of differentiating between self and not self. Why is rabbit serum 

a lbumin not antigenic in the rabbit? If we acce pt your picture of immun e tolerance 

then I believe we must also apply it to every potential antigenic dete rminant in 

the acc e ssible components of the rabbit 's b o dy which might well be half the total 

number of differentiable antigenic dete r minants . This would imply that in 

each lymphoid cell there are 5000 type s of ribosome, each blocked by an 

antigen-antibody precipitate. Having regard to the great difference between 

what I regard as quiescent (small lymphocy te with virtually nothing to be seen 

in its cytoplasm ) and antnbody producing (plasma cell) c ells of the l y mph o i d 

series, I find this almost infinitely improbable. If anything of the sort happens 

it must surely result in the elimination of all the Bf ribosomes that correspond to 

body determinants. If this does happen it is simply a transference of the clonal 

selection idea to a ribosomal rather than a cellular level of organization. If 

antigen at an appropriate stage of cellular maturity can elimin ate a g enetically 

d e termined ribosome of complementary structure , I s e e no reason why it s h ould 

not eliminate a clone of cells. 

My other main objection is the physical uniformity of antibody. 

I find it hard to conceive that all the enzymes con cerned in metabolic processes 

in the cell can have a non- catalytic analogue t hat is always p hysico-ch e mically a 

gamma globulin. 

Address: C/o ROYAL MELBOURNE HOSPITAL POST OFFICE, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA. TELEPHONE: FJ 9177 
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I wonder whether the essential features of your approach 

could not be grafted on to the clonal selection hypothesis. As a first rough idea 

could it be that the globulin-producing mechanism of early mesenchymal cells 

is. such that its 11 pattern'' will be determined by whichever repressor-metabolite 

comple:k~ (of all the multitude available in the cell) first makes effective contact 

with it. Once that has been made the corresponding enzyme pattern is applied 

in non-catalytic form to the globulin being synthesized. This would provide 

something formally equivalent to the randomization that I have postulated as 

due to a process intermediate bwtween somatic mutation and differentiation. 

This view, if it is possible to develop it logically, seems to me to have all the 

advantages of your approach plus a means of generating the information needed 

to differentiate self from not self. 

Yours sincerely, 



BURRELLE'S PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU 
16!5 CHURCH STREET • NEW YORK 7 , NEW YORK • BARCLAY 7-!5371 

In replying to our N.Y.C. 
office plea5e refer to our 
number of your account: 

SECOND REQUEST 

March 20, 1962 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
DuPont Plaza Hotel - Rm. 745 
Washington 6 , D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

We have a reminder to get in touch with you at 
this time regarding the continuance of your order 
whichffiSdue to expire on March 15 th for press 
cl1.pp'ings. 

Will you kindly let us know by return mail if 
possible, whether or not you would like to con~ 
tinue with your account after the above date . 

Sincerely yours , 

AVW/dhm 

2618 



Arthur V. Wynne, Sr. 
Burrelle's Press Clipping Bureau 
16.5 Church street 
New York 7, New York 

Dear Hr. Wynne: 

26 ·!arch 1962 

RE: account 2618 

In reply to your letter of 20 'larch please be advised 

that I wish to. keep the account until 31 August of this y·ear. 

Yours truly, 

Leo Szilard 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

October 3, 1955 
SCRIPPS I N STITUTION OF OCEANOGRAPHY 

LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57 Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I am very pleased,indeed, to have your favorable answer 
to my invitation to come to our Symposium on "Perspectives in 
Marine Biology 11 • I think it will be very useful for all of us 
to have you contribute, irrespective of the fact that you will 
not present a paper. I have invited several people other than 
t he official speakers in order to allow a lively discussiono 
I, for one, have had the pleasure of enjoying your stimulating 
conversat ion at ColdSpring Harbor a few years ago and am looking 
forward very much to having you hereo 

Thank you for your suggestion about allowing people to 
present contributions on proposals during the weeks following 
the Symposium. I know that the majority of people are rather 
reluctant to give manuscripts unless they have to present them 
at a defi nite time. I will try, however, to follow your advice o 

In a few weeks I will be able to send you a preliminary 
program along with other details of the organization. 

We will, also, be happy to take care of your travel 
expenses. 

Looking forward to seeing you here in the spring, 

Yours s~erely, . (! .~ "'dt.f ;-1/ct "-tl '(' 
11
f-:if A~ . 

/ 

A.A. Buzzati-Traverso 

AAB-T/rh 
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ISTITUTO DI GENETICA 
UNIVERSITA DI PAVIA 

VIA SANT' EPIFAN I O , 14 

PAVIA 

Dear Leo: 

October 3, 1961 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Du Pont Plaza 

Washington 

I was pleased to get your news from Gian Giacomo and 
Inge Feltrinelli when I saw them a few days ago. 

At the recent International Conference of Human Genetics 
I have presented a proposal of which I send you enclosed a copy. 
A number of people including J . B.S. Haldane, Curt Stern, Herschel 
Roman and others became very interested in this. 

What do you think of it? To my mind if a proposal somewhat 
along these lines would be officially endorsed by a group of leading 
scientists it may perhaps exert a usef-ul psychological effect on the 
dangers of a nuclear war. 

I will appreciate it if you will let me know your opinion. 

Cordially, 

A.A. Buzzati-Traverso 

Encl. 
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