NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BFN YELLEN
Frawley, Colif. ‘
september 25, 19270

L CENTRO

L_— S \_\_/,
A SEINKS

The i1 Centro, Culif. office of the Culiforni: ural Leanl Asisist-
«nce h:s heen nuttize ovt miny press rele:ses wnich «re nrinted in
the locul nevsp.ners imd the S:n Dieco inion. In this propagundu
nut out by the T, ..L.d., 1t trys to build up its reput:tion .s tre
defender of the noor und the protector of the civil ri~hts of the noor,

TEE TRUTH IS THAT THE EL CENTRO OFFICE OF THE C.R.L.A. ACTUALLY
'PRACTICES DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE WHITE POOR (ANGLOS). THIS aAGTKCY

HAS BEEN WRRE 5 Y )3 4°) HAS NEVER FILED ONE PRACTICAL LAWSUIT OF
£:7% “CLASS VasITYPY" WHICH WOULD ACTUALLY BENEFIT THE POOR WHITES.

the immortince of "cless sults"” must be exvliined to re.lize ho
the Culif, ‘urcol Le-~:l aAssistivice in Imperiul «md Couchell: vi:lleys,
is denrivine the poor 1hites of the lesnl «id to thich they wre entit-
leds The Cuieliels rets the money to operute from the 'eder.l Goverm-
ment throush the OMTIC: OF ECONQITIC OPPONITLAILY.
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At present, there ure 4 white luwyers in the £1 Centro office,
Mhey are puld ~ood s luries by the Govermment to he "bleedin Lenrta”
for the poor. I enphisize this for s you know hive flled ¢+ 1. 'sult
in Jonuary 1970 (Civil o. 297-70) in the L.3. cistxict Cou=t of
wshinzton, D.C. nreinst the Secretury of the Interlor to compel ninm
to set the rvet:i1l electricity rutes of the Imperii:l Irrir: tlon uistriet.

fMis 1s o "closs sult” ond if won will result in electricity bllls
Bein® 1/3 of what thev ure now not only for the poor ‘riites (-n-los),
but :1so for the poor browns (iexic.n-Americuone) :ind for the noor
bloeks (Mecroes)s I Mive ; lre.dy svent £1,600.00 on this l.rsult
for which I um not bein~ p.id o siluxy by the ~overnment to do. I
am 0 “bleedin~ nockethook™ who is spendins his o'm money to heln the
paor DEBCAUST T2 4L 'Y I TED T4 CETARC Coletuette B e s BN ps BVBISET TR 22 SR prafl)
7O DE "ELEEDISG (A T8® avm. G0 DONR TLZIR JOS3 Palrs LY.

30 you understund now th-t o “clums sult” 1s o lewsvit -hich if
won would result in the benefittins of muny people ..t one time, In
the instonce of the ':shin~tcn D.Cs lowsult to et the vecret. ry of
the Interior to set the reti:dl electricity r.:tes, 110,000 peonle
in Imperi:l und Couchelln Villeys would be helned «nd it would not
matter if they were voor or in moderute clicumstinces.

There ure muny problems in Imperi::l vulley und there :.ire only
4 CueLetre luwyers und they hove only limited time und noney .vall-
able. So insteud of wusting theilr time on ¢ bunch of nonsense, taey
should use their enercies und the government's money for "cluss sults'
that benefit ull the poor.

1% 15 recessary to show the discriminution showm by the CattsLad s
ageinst the poor Whites by recitint some of thelr lerwl wcctivities for
the benefit of the “ro'ms und Blucks. fhere were wbout 10 ilexicun=~
American fumilies in the Towm of Imperial who dié not have in.ter :.ng
sewer connections. The C.R.L.A. lawyers put out press releuses to the
newspapers in which they raved and runted against the injustice of these
10 Mexican-Americun fumilies not having these conveniences. Ihey
threntened luwsuits. But whut they forgot to tell the publlc wus
thut the other poor Whites, poor Browns, and poor Blacks hud puid to
get these conveniences. It would be discrimination vgiinst these other

poor.if these 10 Mexlcan-American fumillies got them for free.



Every fumily in Imperiul and Couchellu Vulleys buying their elect-
ricity from the Imperiul Irrigstion District is cheated by the high
prices out of $50.00 to 250,00 yeurly in un electricity swindle thut
amounts to 14 millions unnually. It hus never occurred to these 4
bruintrusts who ure the C.R.L.A. luwvers thut they should file o
lawsult 1like I did to get the exorbitant rutes of electricity cut
to 1/3 of whut they ure now. In this wuy these 10 poor iHexicun-imericun
fumilies will be uble to suve the money to be spent for getting wuter
and sewer connectiona, '

You must be reminded uguin of whut I wrote in the Newsletter of
Junuary 5, 1970 entitled, "CALIFORNIA AUBAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE CHEATS TLE
POOR". I told how u group of Mexicun-Americun boys in the Rrauwley
High School wunted to wear o button on their lupels with the inscript-
lon, "CHICANO POWER", So the El Centro C.R.L.d. flles u "cluss luw-
sult" on behulf of these Browns., #fhy should the C.li.L.A., Spend time
and money on such a luwsult? HOW IS IT GOING TO HELP THE PCOR WLITES
AND THE POOR RLACKS?

Laock of spuce does not permit me to give detuils of similur types
of uctivity by the C.R.LeAe I know of not one instuance where there
hus been u single "cluss luwsult” to help the poor whites. The E1
Centro office of this ngency uppeurs to be under the dominution of
the Mexicun-Americun Politicul Assoclution so thut it does not eng. ze
in activities which will help «ll the poor. .

- .. Jumes Lorenz, Jr. of the C.RsL.A. cume to the El Centro office
and filed « lawsuit (;40096) on Dec. 16, 1968 which ut the present time
is just u luwsuit to rearrunge the ureus of the I.I.D. for the election
of the Directors of the Imperiul Irrigation District. This essentiully
i1s a luwsult by meuns of which the liexicun-smerican Politicul Assoc,
hoped to get elected to the Bourd of Directors u Mexicun-Americun from
the Culexico uren. BUT TEIS REABRANGEMENT OF VOTERS IN VAIIOUS AREAS
IS NOT GOING TO RESULT IN LOWER ELECTRICITY BATES. Whut benefit do

the Poor Rlucks and Poor Whites get from such o lawsult?

The locul newspupers and the San Diego Union on Sept., 18 und 19,
1970 announce & lawsuit by the C.R.Le.A. und the ilexicun=-Americun Polit-
lcal Associution and the National Associution for the Adviimcement of
Colored People in the U.,S. District Court ut Sun Diego, Culif, The
luwsult churges the Imperial Irrigution District with discriminatory
pructices in the hiring wnd promotion of the Blucks und Browns.

BUT HOW IS SUCH A LAWSUIT GOING TO HELP THE POCR WHITES?

The newspupers tell thut Fred Altshuler of the El Centro CeReLests
office filed the luwsuit. But why should the money .nd the services
of the C.R.L.A., be spent for ubout 12 blucks and 90 Browns thut work
for the I,I.D. when there ure 110,000 people wuiting for this ugency
to file a4 lawsuit to get relief from the electricity swindle?

It 1s customury in such instances for those who feel injured to
file charges with the Californiu Fulr Employment Pructices Commisssion.
The Browns have a legul orgunization "Mexicun-Americun Legul Defense
and Educational Fund" and the Bluacks have o similar orgunization to
help them in such matters. The Poor Whites h.ve no such orgunizution
and the money and uattorneys of the C.R.L.A., hus not once been used in
a "class suit" for the poor whites.

I believe it 1s fuilr that the resources of the CiR.LeAs be used
1or ail the pooy aud Aov 1o didesiidnates ugaifst_the Poox Wh&teS. 1}
challenge the C.R.L.Ai luwyers to tuke over the Wushington, D.C. luw-
sult which will help all the poor. I huve spent 1,600.00 on it and
am running out of money to puy the private lawyers, Aftexr all the
Federul Government does not give me money to fight for the poor,

I also challenge the lawyers to flle a luwsuit on this situ.tion.
The All-Americun Cunal was built by the Federul Government ut u cost
of 430 millions. In the contruact for repayment of thils money, the
I.I.D. must collect lund tuxes to puy buck the cost of building. Three
years ago, the I.I.D. stopped collecting the lund taxes. So .bsentee
landowners like the Irvine Co., United Fruit Co., Purex Corp. etc,
which own 70% of the land, escupe puying their shure of the repuyment,

Tere

S0. 81Xk the. poar_and persons in moderate circumstunces do the payingiii
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