
NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BFN YELLEN 

~eotP~her 25, 1970 

E_~ C~_i\JTl~C1 

C o.~.L./--\_ ST l\_/~S 
The ·: :l 8P.nt:ro, 81:ilif. officP. of the C,il1forn1u ·.nr,,l .Le,r: ,l h::s1E:t

, ,,.,ce h, s 1-:tP.cn 1)U.tt1vi~· out ri1,nv press rele,, ses 1•r.hich t,re ryrintF.'!d 171 
t'1e loc,,,l n~·-•~p ,ne.:: .. s 1-nrl the t>1 ,n D1e•~·o :...n1on. In this prop1:.1gund.u 
nut out 1'y t!·1P. c • . • L.,\., it t,~ys to build UP its reuut •tio"l : •F- t~e 
defe~d er o:f' t'.ie. T)Oor tmd the protector of thP cl vi 1. :r.1 ,.-ht~ of' t!:e POO!'. 

TEE TRUTri IS THAT THE EL CENTRO OFFICE OF THE C.R.L,A. ACTUALLY 
PRACTICES DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE lvHITE POOR "(1\NGLOS), TliIS J4G-::r,;cy 

HAS REEN hf:RE 5 y-;,\ :3 .1 ~0 ~S NEVK:1 FILED ONE PRACTICAL LAWSUIT OF 
.r:, ~: "CU1S~ V•• ·,r~•1'Y'' WHICH WOULD ACTUALLY BENEFIT THE POOR WHITES. 

i'.!1e 1·J'l'l)O!'t.il'lce of "cl PSS su1 ts" !llUSt b('. r.~c,Liined. to :i::eci 11 ze ho ·• 
the C.111f. :u:r. .. ,l LrF .. ,1 Assist.nee in Imperiul ,,;a_ Co .. ,c:1B).l. ; '/,., lle~rs, 
1s ~e-pr1 vin° the poor F111 tes of the le'"i.!l 1e,id to ~rhich tl~ev ,.; ~t A P.r1ti t
led. 'i'he C. :·( • .c,;1i • r.ets the noney to operu te f'rom. the ·: 'ed er., l <.,ove~·,1-
''lent throur,:h t!1e OT"::-'IC: OF ECQ .,:o;:IC OP.P0.1·fi.';,·;JI'l'Y, 

,,t :orest?nt, the:--e ure 4 ~-,hi te l.1•1yers in the €1 Ce'1tro office, 
fhE=iy ure }::)t:110 '"•·ood S;_ L,r1es by the Governr1ent to 'he "bleedl 'T :,' '. c; :ts• 
for the poor• I e~1ph: 1s ize this for i.:s you lrnor,• I !11 Ve filed .. 1 l ,_ .•s 1.11 t 
in Jw1u.urv 1970 (Civil :•o. 297-70} in the ~ • .3 • .Cist!ict Cou· ,t of 
•ushi"'J.,7:ton, D. C. ,, "Vi '1st t!1e clecretury of the Inter1 or to co:1:)el 111 ·11 
to set the ret, . 11 electr1c1 ty :i:'ti tes of the Iriper1,, 1 I:r:1:- · t1011 J.J1~tr1ct. 

::i:his 1s ~' "cl;,ss su1 t" tincl if r-ron will result 1 'I') elect:r1c1 ty bills 
11e1r,.--s 1/J of -~·rb,,t t'.1e,r ",re ~ot•T not only for tlle poor :r:·i ites ( .. ·"J:: lof:), 
but '":lso for the -poor br.o•ms (f :P,xic4111-.Americ,.ins} : incl. for the :noo!' 
blf,cks (Ne::.roes). I h,;v~ ; lre...~.y s-r.>ent tl,600.00 on thiB l 1 ·.·rsu1t 
for ~1h1c'1 I 1.1"1 not be1nn• t>, ,1d (' siilar:v by the .n·overri'Tle·ot to do. I 
,.1m u 0 bl~ed.1n~· nock~tbooic1 ,.,ho 1s spe~<Hn[: his OTn, l"'!Oney to ~1el':) trA 
'"'00'" ''!,;>fl,, . i_~.-;, T" .·,,, 4 T' I , • .,,. 'J:::: I ·i 11T-' '7 7 :. c~" .T i'O C ' ·:· ,\ i. i; 1·:r,•c·,;,1 ··v·n ·_,, _r_,.1 .r··~-:.·, ~ J . . ', -.i.__, v...., • .. ..,_ JJ .J.. .i """""' · ~ ... . , .J J.f-1 _ .,j .,, -1 . • •• -..J• . • .... \.. l, _, ·'"' _, .. _..,1 

.ro :;T; "1:LEEDL:G . ·_:.;_,\ ~-rs" .. ,., 'R _ _;i {Y1' Dv ;~ r;.~~I 1 Jo:· $ P,.il.Jl··: ~ :LY. 

So you u~d.e:i:-st.ind no,,r th·t , ; 0 cL•fl~ snit'' is ,-1 l2wr:111 t ·•!~1cr- if 
T••on "'!ould r~sul t 111 the benef1 tt1 '1:·-; of H1<. :ny DeOJ)le '"' t o-v1e tir•1e. Ir,. 
the instl1·nce of the 1, !S!1in(,•tcn .D.C. L•i:,,su.1.t to -::et the .;iccret. ry of 
the Interior to set the reil iil electricity r ,,tAs, 110,000 peonlA 
1n I~l:)er1~1l und Couchellu Vulleys r,rould be h11lped , .n1. it ~-rould not 
tnutter if they ~1ere r,oor or 1n mod.er-ute ci :r 0 c 1Y,8t; ·:i1ces, 

1'here c.1re :r!li.!ny problems 1n l:TJueri ,. :l 1hlley ;_ind there ; ire only 
4 C .1l.J'.,..i'. lm-1yers tind they hive only limited ti me und. "10''187 ";V,_; 11-
rible, So 1nsteud of "!lr;.,stinc; their t1111.e 0:1 .. · bunch of nonsense, the}' 
should use their ener~1es t:1nd. the ~overn:r:1e.11t 's money for "clt.,ss su1 ts• 
t~1t banef1t ull the poor, 

:i:-~ · is Peceasur:r to show the dJ.scrirniru, ti 0':1 sho1·m by the C. , t • .G-.J\ • 
u~tdnst the poor r!hi tes by recitin'! some of their le.a-.:,1 ,,cti vi ties for 
the benefit or the ::ro•·ms .,mo. ta~,cks. i'here 1·1ere vbout 10 t·Texict n-
1\mericf.rn families 1n the To1,m of ImPer1c1l 't'rho d1d not h.-1ve ;-1 .. , t~:-.- : , nd. 
sewer connections. The C rR.L • .A. 11:1.wyers put out press rele1:.1ses to the 
newspapers 1n which they r8Ved und re1nted Etgainst the injustice of these 
10 Mex.1can-Amer1cun fum111es not helving these conveniences. rhey 
threutened lttwsu1 ts. But whut they forgot to tell the public W;.;1s 
that the other poor Whites. poor Browns, and poor Blucks hud pu1d to 
get these conveM.ences. It would be d1scr1m1nut1on ugulnst these other 
poor if these 10 Mex1can-Ame.r1..c~n fumilies got them for free • . 



Every f~m1ly 1n Imperic.11 und Co::::,chellu V~1lleys buying their elect
ric1 ty from the .. Imperil:11 .1Irr1g~ttion District 1s che1:1ted by the high 
prices out of $50.00 to ,250.00 ye~rly in ,m electricity swindle thut 
c:1mounts to ~14 millions rtnniwlly. It hus never occurred to these 4 
brtiintrusts who ~re the C.R,L,i\. l~w:vers thut they should file 1:1 

lc.1wsu1 t like I did to get the exorbi tan~ rutes of electricity cut 
to 1/J of wht1t they ure now. In this Wt1Y these 10 poor Hexic;:m-,.Jimer1cc.1n 
fum111es will be ttble to suve the money to be spent for getting trc:1ter 
~nd sewer connectiono. 

I 

You must be reminded aguin of whut I wrote in the Newsletter of 
Jt1mwry 5, 1970 entitled, "CALIFORNL\ UURAL LSG1\L 1\SSISTANCE CHEATS TL.E 
POOR". I told how t' group of Mexicun-Americ1:.1n boys in the Hruwley 
High School Wtinted to weor a button on their lc:tpels w1 th the inscript
ion, "CHICANO POlfP.R", So the El Centro C. H.L,A. files u "cluss 1c:Jw
su1 t" on behvlf of these Browns. why should the C,H,L.A, spend t1me 
und money on such c.1 luwsu1 t? HOW IS IT GOING ;ro EELP TEE PCOi-1 vJEIT:CS 
AND THE POOR BLl C'.L'(S? 

Lvck of sp1.,ce does not perm1 t me to give details of similur types 
of uctlvity by the C.R.L • .A. I know of not one instcince where there 
h1:1s been 1:.1 single i'ch1ss luwsui t" to help the poor whites. The El 
Centro office of this 1:.,gency 1:.1ppeurs to be under the dom1ru.,t1on of 
the nex1cun-Arner1c1:.m Poli tic1c1l Jlssoclc:1tion so th..,t it does not eng-.. ,ge 
in uct1vit1es which will help Hll the poor. 

. .. J~Jmes Lorenz,. Jr. of the C. T-1.L.A • c1:.1me to the El Centro office 
and filed 1:1 1.-.,wsuit (i/40096) on Dec. 16, 1968 which ut the present time 
1s just u luwsu1t to re'"1rl'unge the t1retts of the I,I.D. for the election 
of the D1rectoxs of the Imperial Irrigc:1tion District. ·rhis essent1ully 
is t;t L.,w·sui t by me.:ms of which the Ilexie1;.1n-Americ,m Poli t1cul Assoc. 
hoped to get elected to the Bottrd of Directors u Mexicc:m-Americc.m from 
the C~lexico ureo • BUT TEIS REARfu\NGEMENT OF VOTERS Il'J V1LUOUS A.dEAS 
IS NOT GOING TO RESULT IN LOWER ELECTlIICITY HATES. Whnt benefit do 
the Poor Blcicks 1:ind Poor 1.Jhites get from such H L:1wsuit? 

The loci1l newspupe:rs and the S,m Diego Union on Sept. 18 und 19, 
1970 1:mnounce 1:1 l1:;1wsui t by the C.R.L./l. t.ind the ilexicun-t,mericun Polit
ic11l· .i\ssoch1tion and the Notionnl J~ssociiition for the 1idv, :ncement of 
Colored People in the u.s. District Court ,,t Sun Diego, c ... ,lif. The 
l~wsuit c~,rges the Imper1Hl Irri~1t1on District with discrimin1tory 
pructices in the hiring c:ind promotion of the Bli:.1cks und Bro~ms. 

BUT HOW IS SUCH A I..ki'ISUIT GOING ·ro HELP THE. POOR WHITES? 

The newspupers tell tbut Fred Altshuler of the El Centro C .a.L.A, 
office filed the luwsuit. But why should the money und the services 
of the C.R.L,A. be spent for ubout 12 blt1cks c.1nd 90 Browns th..it work 
for the I,I,D. when there ure 110,000 people w .. ,iting fo1~ this ugency 
to file H l1:.1wsui t to get relief from the electricity swindle? 

It 1s customary ~n such inst~nces for those who feel injured to 
file charges w1 th the Cc:.lliforniu Fuir Employment Practices Commisssion. 
The Browns have ,, legc1l orgimize1tion "Mexici:m-Americun Legul Defense 
1:md Educational Fund" ~md the Bl,1cks htlve u s1m111.Jr orgcJn1zut1on to 
help them in such mvtters. The Poor Whites hc 1ve no such orgunizution 
and the money imd ,ittorneys of the C.H.L.A. ru:1s not once been used ln 
a "clt:.1ss suit" for the poor whites. 

t heJ 1e"'re t t ls fair thut the resources of the C .R,L.A • be used 
io:r ~ll ".;hE- p;_;,01· 1:i..: ... d ilO;_; i.:~ :l.L..< u,i.~ .• .il.ric..1 t: s .. ,e; ... ;:._,,;: t the P.1'or Whites, I 
challenge the c.R,L.A. h,wyers to t1:.1ke over the \Tushington, D,c. li:-.1Ti

suit which will help itll the ·podr. I ru.1ve ~pent :t,600.00 on ~t and 
am running, out of money to puy the pri v1;1te lurrye,rs • After all the 
Feder~l Government does not give roe money to fight for the poor, 

I ulso ctmllenge the lawyers to file l:l luwsui t on this s1 tuution. 
The AlJ.-.Americti~ Canf:11 wus built by the Federc.11 Government ut ti cost 
of ilk30 millions. In the contrt.1ct for repayment of this money, the 
I.I,D. must collect l!:tnd tuxes ta PttY buck the cost of building. •rhree 
yeu:rs ago, the I .I ,D. stopped collecting the lund taxes. So ... ,bsentee 
landowners 11ke the Irvine Co., United Fruit Co., Purex Corp. etc, 
which own 70% of the l~nd, escupe p~ying their shure of the repuyrnent. 
S~1::A1.J:·- tha. _poq.r::-4¼nd persons. in moderate circumstunces do the pdying!!! 

I 
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