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TCHZR COIPANY,
20 Ninth Strset,
City. .

Tentlemnen:

I have to acknowledge receipt of your

lLlarch 27th enclosing your check for

letter of lla
318.90 being return premium on cancelled

Phoenix Insurance Company policy No.162760,
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Attention 1l.2. #letcher.

Thanx you for your very prompt attention
in this matter.

Yours very i:mly,

L.C.,RIDOUT, Auditor.
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JAMES MACMULLEN,
EDITOR AND MANAGER

L.C, RIDOUT, AUDITOR
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WILLIAM R, WHEELER
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Im:eh 17, 1905,

H’l‘. L. co R\it"iout, Auditor,
Scn dezo Unlion,

Sen Diego, Galifornia. 1r, Lester Bradley

lianaging Editor
San Diego Union=Trilune

L o idout: i
y dear :lidoub San Diego, Celifarnia.

for the check for w200.00.
Tha_jﬂ:s for ¢ I’y dear Lcster:

: ¥y 3~
It is boing sent off today to Calexico. The City of Sen Dieso owms 1000 or 1500
acres in the lower end of San lasaual Velley on both
sides of the liver, invadiuable for flooding purposes
if a dam is ever raised enc mofe valuablc as a punpl 3
proposition for undergre nd watiers. Betwvecn that land axd
the lani flodded by Lake Ilodses there arec o or three
pieces of property wiich keep the land owmed by the city
. from beings contisuous. These propertics arc known as
SFsRL | the Trentice property and the Tnide propert. .

Yourz sincerely,

_ . The City of San Diego contracted O cars

f azo to buy the Prentice property for 129,000 with some
reseivations as to water ricshtse The eity paid | 20,000
cash and $100,000 was to be paid, I believe,in two years.
I an not sure as o the vinc.

Scnator L. A« Viright gave an opinion that
the ecity was lcgully bound to-pey thet (100,00C so, on
Senator Vright's advice, F. 1, Thite purchased Toxr 70,000
the Prentice contract and toolr a decd to the lrentice
property. WThite also sold to the city far sonethiig lile
£ 25,000 another 180 aeres riparian to the siream, adjcine-
ing the Prentice property on the East. I belicve the city
paid Vhite something like ({5,000 ona contract. Thc city
refused to make any further pa;ments, the courts determined
that they were options and not contracts and abandoned the
whole deal.

H Whitc had borroviecd the rmoney fronm his brothe =
in=law Yawkey. VWhite died anc Yauley cventually cot a decd
to thec property.



lre Lester Bradley
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I have just submitted to the City of San
Dicgo recently, on behalf of lir, Yavkey, a price of
£50,000 for both the Prentice and the White propertics.
In othe. vords, the eity originally undertook to pay
125,000 for the Prentice property, apvroximately
+25,00C for thc Twhite property, or {150,000, Thec city
paid {25,000 or {30,000 down, leaving {130,000 still
to pay, then threw up the contract.

i Today tihcsc propertics can bLe purchased
for _50,000. Ir. Georze Buck the Civy lanager, and the
Hydraulic Zng;ineer, 1. Pyle, so I have becn inforned,
are in Tavor of buying these. properties at this time,

There are no improvements on these two
properties tut they have not alone the value for vater
rights but for flooding purposes. In case the dan is
cnly; raised 10 or 15 feet as it was at Lake llodses, these
lands will be flcoded.

The a,praised valuce of these properties
is taxable pmoperty on only about {15,000 or (20,000,

They arc rented today for onl: 200 for cattle purposes.

Don't forcet ianwt vhen the eity condermned Louis J. Wild's
larmsite and lands flooded in 1916 at Janul Ilanch, 18 acres
thot were only assessed at 2 an acre, the jury gave a
verdict of 18,000 for and that land isn't worth anyvhing

for ricultizral nurposcs. 4 corpronisce was rzade and the city
saic -.9,000 cash Tor the 13 aecrcs tiat wes o:illy assessed for

T %6e It is only as and when the land is needed for this

-

surpose tzat jou ean get tiese high figurecs. There have been

: The Prenticc pronerty is a tract of 300 or
40C aeres, is praciically cll good plow land exceptings about
50 mgres in ihe river bed.

iy so:, EQ FTletcher, Jr., will oring you this

- -J w 3 .-
letter and show you the majs. 1 wish you would have a con=-
ferenee with the City lleneger in relation thereto.

I on speaking now on behalfl of the eity and in
tne interestis of the city it would be eriminal to let this
matter blow upe Will you kindly contact City lianager Buck
or Lr. Pyle and et their rcaction in rclation thereto and
creatly obline me. Please do what you can to expedite this
maLier.

- S—"TF

!\il' - L C Ster Br!ldley
.'_.'3 /
i

tiith these two propertics chd another small
piece, tie La Pradc property, acquired, t' ¢ eity has a solid
hddck of land for 10 or 12 niles up and dovn the river from
Hoérces Dar to the center of San Iasgual vallcey. :

I an trying to get the riparian owners in the
San Pasqual Velley above, between the city pronerty and
sutheiland Dain, to sell their water ri-hts for {200,000 in=-
stead of {300,000 which thecy ask. Vhen this is acquired the
eity is in full control of t e river.

To ny uitter anazenent the State Engincer showed
me a report which is soon to be made putlie showing T at,
ineludins even the Santa iarcarita River, the San Luis Rey
the San Dicguito, the San Diego River, the Otay and a large
part of the Tijuans, there is only enouch water in the county
Tfor domestic supply for 825,000 people. Doy, it's a !mock-out.
I have asked for a copy of the official report and will hav
it in the near future.

As vou: knor they have soent ({25,000 in malking
these investiguticns cduring the last rear, half naid Tor by the

Supervisors and Liall by the Stave,

Yery sincercly yours,
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UNICHN TRIBUKE CO
EDITORAL DEPT

SANDIRGO CALIF

‘xﬁﬂJLJ
THE NATIONAL COURSUL OF STATE COVERNMENT CONVENTICN ,\TODAY UNAMIMOUSLY

ADDOPTED A RISOULTION INTRODUCED BY SENATOR ED FLETCHR OF CALIFORNIA
CALLING FOR THE CREATICM OF A NATIONAL COMITTEE OF FIVE MEMBERS TO
INVESTIGATE AND REPCRT TO THE NEXT NATIONAL CCXVENTION THE QUESTION OF

FEDERAL AND STATE OVTNERSHIP AND REFORESTATION OF MANY MILLONS OF ACRES

IN THE UNITED STATES OFXNKREKZ MARGINAL AND CUT=OVER TI.LBER LANBS, MRTHODS

OF PROTECTICN, CCRTROL COF CUTTING XEKEXXKRXXZXZXEX AND PRACTICES THE

COM:ITTEE ¥ILL RiCOM@ND LEGISATIOY ~ EFFECTING BOTH PUBLIC AND,FRIVATE TIIDE:
LANDS IN THE PUBLIC XNSTEXX INSTERST OFXENEXSEXENRX PRESERVATING CNE (F OUR
MOST VITAL RESOHRCES SZMNATOR FLEECHER 7ILL RETURN TO SANDIRGO AHOUT FEBRUARY

18T
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April 22, 1955

Mr. lloward Taylor

San Diego Union-Tribune
919 Second Avenue

San Diego, California

My dear iir. Taylor:

As you know, both the U.S. Reclamation Service and the U.S. Army Engineers
have investigated and made tentative reports on the feasibility of bringing
water from the Feather River and the Klamath eventually to Southern Cali-
fornia. Bills have been introduced in the present Legislature which, if
they become law, will be the first step in taking Trinity River water into
the Sacramento drainage and into Southern California and San Diego. The
Trinity River dumps into the Klamath River, going into the ocean through
llumboldt and Del Norte Counties. The Ed Fletcher Company have for many
years had large interests in llumboldt and Del Norte Counties and many per-
sonal friends.

The Eureka Rotary Club have invited me to talk on this state-wide water
project at Rotary next llouday noon in Eureka. Enclosed find synoposis of
my talk. As you probably know, I was 12 years in the State Senate and for
8 years identified with water legislation while there as well as being
identified in the development of the Cuyamaca water system with my cssoc=
iate, Mr. llurray, with the Lake [lenshaw project with William G. llenshaw,
and was president of the water company controlled by the Santa Fe Railroac
who built the Lake llodges system.

I want to be a factor in bringing about a friendly relationship with the
north in our efforts to get the water which they cannot use now going into
the ocean. If interested, I may send you a dispatch from Eureka on llonday
afternoon if anything new develops. Am trying to be an ambassador of good
will. What is your pleasure?

Sincerely yours,

Ed Fletcher

EF :yme
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