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3. Harpey Mclarthy

Herman W, Hellman Bldg.
Xas Angeles, Califarnin

—

S tarch 4th, 1919,

Mr. Zd. Fletcher,
920 &th St.,
San Diego, Celif.

Ny

Ny deer lre. Fletcher:-

Yourcs of Februsry 20th received and would have
beecn egnswvered longs before this but I heve not bcen to my
offieez ir th- lact four or five months as I have been quite
ill. As to the orgsnization of the ilount Tecsrte lend &
Zuter Coirceny, I heve referred your letter to my fether
D. C. lleCosrthy wko resides at # 3170 Segn i'erino St., this city.
He will b2 pFlod $o furnish you with the desired information.

Rerrcttine thst I am unsble $o0 give 1t to you,

I om agc ever

Your ‘riend,

L A

orch 6, 1919.

Mr. D. 0, LeCorthy,
ol70 San Linrino “t:eedt,
Los ‘npgeleg, Celifornic,

Desr lir. licCorthy:-

I gn writine o history of the water
ieveloPmcnt oi sen Dieso Cownty Irom the vaginning. I

nove stoveneilss T=om T. 5. Van Dyke, F. 5. Jmocoek,
Futerbough. Gront. licRce, Allison, Spreckels, ::nd 50 or
60 others. AS you knuu T have been Tor rears in the

w ter devclonncnt of San "Din o0 Count;y, and I om vor:s

zious to gmet the history of rour oter develornent

ﬂnd Tour exyarlonco , ineluding the Tecute and 0tor
svasltens.

Jhot I went perticulorl:y isc an explanction of
wvhet yowr intentions were, clso d@.tcs oo to when "on

e Nt

started, the »arties thot were assoecicved with you,
nnroxlﬂrtel" wvhaet ceonstruetion wwoits 7as 1wue W.at
onposition ou met, Who fousht rou, “hat our “oofor

woaes to the eity, nﬂ © comrlete o,“l nistory with
hunorous incidentu, 211l of which will be inunvc:ting
rexding. I would also like & whc“ﬂgv ohh of you.

*\..v

I have been twrorlzing on this wronosit on Lor

- .}-

years 2nd om mutting ¢ great decl ol ﬂﬁhtt in 1%.

ny history thot you lznow of, wvhether it fLailed or i
of Zan Dicgo County yill be grectl: opn reecicted.

Yours very truly,

SEemls
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o8 Anzeles, Calif,,
Mareh 26, 1919,
Ldward Pleteher, iisqe,
920 iin-hth olie,
unan Lio-o, Cnl,

w7 danr Ilre Mlotener:
reagaect and my weonise o sou 4o give ou o gl
Ve 4 1
that in Janusry 1570 I 1l&n ko ity of cen Blero Tor Lho
S

Al wvour c 2
hiagtory o ri cf™aria ta puaslr the eidr a2d connty of uon Sies
with water Tor domeshic an 5 rurnoses I w-l1 sunlc
purrogse o mptinw i we noymsnaeat homee TGO lﬂn'inf over wact
was then eatled linr Tom and H18 Yam, hoth Lomehiler aving: o
5T npnnte o o ¥ tima ot abowt 5,700 nsanies 1 vory coon

goneliied tHhu' *ta «onl impoThart nggausite o an LiTeo Tau Smeher
Py alt nurracan, Yoo e ¥ sokar Foe g gty oT HEn JI0P0
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viewoo eyver;y vovcr-hien residing in e eommbty ong obteince thelr

-~ .

glgnaturen oL cndorsement reeormondins tao l*'irtsfvvc vetil 1n
A~

sglon ty raay @ Loy guarandecing tho wnbsresl »n the LDORCS ol Liue
gonpany witi bme urovisor: If ot anr Jlas G eoanadyy 1aiiod O
promply ney . latorest on tTe Londa, bian ond in gang ovent Gho
entire proneriyr Saonld o8 %aolen owar L Tho cohy nad LEGTRE LWL

™ !

properiss 0L Tha edUNTT,

D007 altey vat petitions 1o the loclnlntiive sars Feltarned
] - e ™ == L L. - - e - Y » - f"! . N t;‘ 3 B e ey Y - ™ L e ¥ .
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a prominent citizen who Lind Pouvoesanted o Hese connty 1n it

atate gonate, ogcisted L Tho ouer Sivlsons of i“ﬂ onee wid I0e
minancs, hera were Ot ¢ % ieins In am Dlesd sevoral ons
fions, jealous peoplz eulled ™moss baelks®™ wis nover o anryvhing
for the community in whnich ther '1lve, and alu.': 2020 every Nroe
#roasive entcrorise anderti: | ' wulic apirited citizons,
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ant «nsd and Paiged o lerss Mnd Lo be esn
ANT H2G BIIG AT IQC O LGLO 481 0 Lo L,..Jt,.lut a
he vlll thien before the lesislature with favor=
its possamg. 48 s0on &g our waber conm any learned
Lavbyrists were in «wscraments bucikad b 2 luyse
P wignaw, ' directed ony commiitltee to wilthdraw
POGATIE 0Me,
L 2tbempts of anr Jne, 0T of oxranized canitel to
izxeSins syobon oy Uan Dieso couantie. Loveral
seatans asader shate laws ove sinee Lesn uader-
Fur s I know have beon succossfnl
¢uig after this mieat enterprise wis blocitoa :
1™, I conceived tho idegs of suopnlyiung tie city of
hiindancee of »ure water {or domestic uUrpoces
egiczn well i~ she soatv'wrest cormer of wWiigat you
Turz, I consulied some of my frisnds in rerard to
Anony themn was sne vory lepgrmed praceictl mechanie
ek nathersg T valaad wery hichly, Rais wes Lir.
2T Tardner'g AGditioa Yo San Diesos Jie endorsed
i e d axarvesced & wiljiinmmess to join mo in the
mi%ted %o o%ter wrosressive eitizens on equal
“en thie Tinancizl sbility So ray their proporiion
rouiired $o eolupletec the anterprise. &Lt the
Lo of the Toard of Ciyy Trustees alter our orzan-
™ e =iy Sho eiby A oan Diezo with w3UeTr Wes
g withont an- delay sranted the San diego Waver
grg 0f horiar a well ia the nark btosetiher with all
st baildings and 26.8r ovarposes for facilitaeing
e (S RAYG Wor< dxiliinp we reg d & depvn of &560
it LlLe well horer Logh the bHiv of 218 agger, &da
vo than a wonbh for i%s recovery he failed Lo
¥ +hat when tho nit was last e had jugt bors
golid roek striking o swilit stream ol nnre ig
15t heve earried Ltue wib of The auser ount of thelr
Cina e wzier Tind risen in the pipe 300 feetb
ci.e surfaces 2his azceident pat & stop o our work,
gnandary 8 $9 what we lizd better doe Finally atver
T the mbor company we deciied o sln; an onen
amzter 100 feet deoenr leg vins ﬁ.e w ter pipe of the
5 :

L wags at onco bricized us with hard burned glace
cnweﬁﬁ on o Toundation 97 s@lid cement wiich cov red

il 11 2 feet in depth, This &8 open=-woll gave
ﬁ 12 feet 1a digneter into TdLuL tlere wao & conshant
cet in denth,
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ey 18, 1919,

¥r. D, 0. licCasrthy,
ol soan lwxino owrect,
Los inmgolos, Culiloxnin,

iy dear iix, licCorthy:-

I thonk yov izindly Do jour
lotter cf ilay L-tk. This indormotion ic Jued
vhet I vanted ovd eny Turther infermetion yovr cun
wrlte mo will be apwrecieted, viko Lformoed the
original liovnt Tecurte Invd ond Vator Comsany,
vho nut we the woney, and do you miné telling me
how much youn vae v»aid by the Southern Culifornins
Liountain Watexr Comerny :nd obout vhen yvou sold
out o them? Any oxpense you =yre put 4o I vwill
bo glea to naoy.

. X would olro likze Ho invow abcut bow muoh
gctuel work vns done by the liovani Tocaxrte Iund
and Vater Compeny, how mony acvor vieva tecuired
Zor dem 9itos or resarvoli nite.

I vont &ll thie pirmniy o rothior of ictoris
cal record in yriting wp the o rly history of tha
wetor dovelornent of San Diecro Cownty.

Yourn vory truly,

T =il
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10e angelee, Cel., may 1o, 1vylY,

Ldward Fletcher, rZcq.,
920 wighth Streat,
ounn viego, Ceal.

iy deer Mr. Fletcher:- _;

Sofn after Chief irginecer lerris'e raport
wae rade and adornbted by the scerd of Livectore cf the ilount Tecurte
Land =nd weter Company a large force of men wore put to woilk wut
Dulzura Paes Tor the purpose cf making a deep cut there, becauce
it wae found to be cheaper tc mak: this cut then to run a tunnel
throuch the rass far the flume conveying the water. For =averal
monthe before tais, operatione were under way making cresvatloans
for e distritutine dam at the reed of the Otsy liess. oseling the
Suverintendent of the Compsny, L weas kep! buey frou early worn
4 til 1ate ir the evening between the two campe of laborers. Xor
many tarthe the president of tha Company had been in corregpondance
with sm Zuxzlish eyndicate of capitaslists, whoee egent was on his
way to Can Diego, Cazlilornie, for the opurvoegce of inspecting the
itsant Teenrte Lond smnd water Company's érainage snd reeervoir cites.
Our meter sheé had sn arca of 4700 sguare mﬂes; whicr included the
Cottonwoed Cempc, riume velley, Tecarte z2nd come terrilory gouth of
tha bbundary l1ine. After the rep-rt of the incpection had been
m-de to ‘ho Syndicate, & deel wee made for all the money that the

Company misht reqguire for the rarpid conctruction ci the system

provided wa obtain the contemplated conceselon from the government of

mezico.
Barls ir april 1888 the board of Dircetore decided to send

g reprocentotive to the City of ilexieo with full power to negotiate

MAY 15 1918

—

LM
s

with the gevernment for the conceesion desgired, and age I wace }0miiiar
with the Epanish langunge and well khown to promiment influertial
Calﬁnrniape, among whom were my perconal friends, Senator lLelané
Stanford, Governor Geo. C. Perking, Governor Pio Pico, Conpressman
Kumeldo Percheco and C. Y. Huntington, from whem I obtained lettere
of recommendation snd endozsement. Soon &ftcr thie the Directore
requestod me to procced at my earliest convenience to the City of

llexico, sccownpanied by the Chief Enginecer Lew £. lerrie, taking =211

- mape and onther date that might be concidered uiecegegary for the

occasion.

It wae sometime in Llgy 18E8E thet we left Sen Dicgo for the
City of lexico equiprned & directed; we mede the trip in gé66 tive
which was pleasant and uneventful. Upon our arrival there we &t ornce
proceedcd to business by employing Judge Ignacio fepulvaede ss our
attorney, wno wes tho peretonal attorney of Gen. Porfirio Diaz, then
president of Liexico. Thie eminent and distinguisked lewyer I had
known in Cglifornia when he wee Dietrict Judge in thie Ctate in the
early daye. The next day I cslled on the uinistér of the United
States, Geners] Hdwgrd S. Bragg, and wse introduced to him by Judge
Sepulvada; Genersl opragg at once made ¢n appoiniment to meet the
President for the purpose of irtroducing hin tc me. T meti the

prerident a faew daye afterwnrde with our minister (who are now

designatcd ambasesador) whom I found very affable urd sgrecatle. Lfter

I had stated at 1eﬁgth the purpose of my visit to lexico to wnich
the Precsident lietened with arparent intercet and ratience suia,
"Mr. lcCarthy, there will e no difficulty in you obtsining guch &
concescion for your ccmpany, i can sce al once the ereal advantages
it would be to our rcorle living on that frontier, and I will do all

in my power to encourage granting euch a Concestsion." Unon leaving,



the President tcok iy hand snd caid, "Now, Lr. McCarthy, at any time
you want'to gee me before your deperture, send in your card and I
will zive you an audience at once." I met President Diaz, many times

during my stay efter this, sometimes with the United States minister,

and I always found him the courteous elegant gentleman that he was -

when I first met him. Chief Engineer Harrie finished his business

with the government suthorities in sbout six weeks after our arrival,

‘fk} vd-v\t},bﬁw "@M— u’vé’av‘?if- 2/7

220 @7««7;&
LS%«n. Sfltxz}a

line between the United Statee 2ond llexico ran almost diresctly through : | - ,ésﬁé’

tha center of the reservoir site. The saqueduct as propoeed leading : 04/ 2 1'04252- jz,f ?77/
et/ oy * A ‘;'L..
from this reservoir to the Otey liesa crosceed and recrossed the % 55; h}L &
- arn il N

boundsry line several times; this was becaucse the line of the f t:. L- '47;_ *5 CZ i

agueduct was forced to pass down through s deep erooked precipitous’

and returned to San Diego, but I wae detaincd there for nearly three
months before I succeeded in sccuring the Conceesion which wae a very .

liberal one, giving the lLount Tecarte Land sand Water Comveny the right

to bpuild a portion of the Maron Dam South of the boundery lire, as the

Y S
AL i e et o e

canyon. All tha material of every description that would be needed in
the construction of this rescrvoir and the aqueduct to the Otay lleea,
any other lateral conduit or ditch extending on fo and over any lande,
or into any town or city in Lower Celifornia wac to be aduitted free
of duty and importation tax. Thie Conrcession waes said to be by thoee
beet informed on such matters the most liberal Conceesion ever granted
to any Corporation by the kexican Government. In my opinion it is the
very best and moet voluable asset the Southern California Lkountain

dater Company, the arsignee of the liount Tecarte Land and Water Company,

hae at this time, but they do not know its great value. There is a
lerge acreage of the moet fertile and mosct productive soil on the

dexican egide of the boundary line and one or two towns that could be

supplied with gravity water from thie branch of their water syetem.
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San Diggo, Vune 2ad, 1919 .

lir. D, 0, lleCerthy,
o170 Sen IZlaxrino Gtreet,
Los 4ngelos, Colifernic. ,

Hy dcar ur. ¥eCorthy:

I thenk you.for your kind letver o the 29th
and the nictures which you sent. I will roturn thom &
1ittls later aifter I neve had than paoik grophnd for re-
nroduction pwrposes.

I cortainly thank you for the information.
you have give:n mo,

-~ L
Yours vaory truly,

EY /o
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