
3. 8Rn$il~g Jlr;Qlnrlltg 
~eraau 1l. ~bl.JJuu !\lb:g. 

tta ~lfStl~s, Q'!nlif~nim 

. . 

"Jr . Ed . ?letcher . 

920 6th St., 

Son Tiiego , Calif. 

~r ~r . 1letcher: -

~ I 

·\ 

morch 4th, 1919 • 

Your ~ o; February 20th received and ~ould hove 

been ans~ere lon~ before this but I bsve not been t o my 

off ica ir. ~h : l~~t four o~ five ~onths as I have been quite 

ill. As to the o:ganization of the i.~otint Tecarte Land & 

~atcr Co1~ony , l hove referred your letter to my f ether 

D. o. :.~cCorthy '.?!: r_ :r-~.sin.es at -!!: 3170 Sc ~ -!crino ~t ., th:; ~ ci.ty . 

He ~~i1 b;: r,, _,l tr- -rurnis h you v.-ith the desi.ren i.nfor~ntion . 

Rcrrct~in~ that I am unaQle ~o :-ive i j to you, 

! 0'1 oc eve r 

Your "riend , 

• 

,. 
I • I 
\ 

• .. 

\ 

lir. D. o. llcCc.rth:r . 
:3170 •. ,._n I.D..1.rino t ··)tJ t ., 
Lo:... n · l c·· C·· 11.' ~· ,. '1.. • t , # ~ , --~- .L ~ J,.. _ _. ~ . 

lbi.·ch H, 1919. 

.. hat I nc..nt ')n.J.•ticttl:..,~·l . i:J ·.n c: .. l ·,....n ..... tio ·· ···· 
:lr~.t .rom• il1.,Genti . ns liero, (..:.lso c1: tos ~:.~ t~ r.rhen ;or!. 
ot .... ::.--tcd , the ··)O,J.•ti~o tJ · ~ t \7erc ~·Gv OCl ·~crl .Ji ·t;h Yvt1, 
o·nn~oximrtel·- ,.,,, .- t COI1'"'1:-J. .. UC.,u··ion ··o"•·- .. ".., #""'tlc ":'"l~, "l .,. -- - _ .., • ··-- .. • ....J _ _ ,J ..L-- • ._..,...;:, \.L. \ ' - ' .I .....,. .... ll 

o~1:p ooi tion 70u net , ··.'ho ·rour;ht -:-on, · ·h t ·- u"' ·:--·r·c .· 
··-1.:. rJ to the city, . J1d '- com lctt1 c ~rl-- hlctor- .ith 
hu.rnoroun incidents, e ll of" ··:l1ic t ~;ill 1J.- in ·;; .rc ... t1·1 
re :~a. Ing . I .. JotLld l.("'o 1;1.. · - , '· ~ 11 ,. ·"' -)u · • .., u .... '- • ~ - -- L - - .. .. .!.. 

I l"""VO be~.n :.·o""=l·n;· n "·~-~ "·•o _,... . .~.. .. · ~ o;• • ..,__ _ • u. !.~o..~ . - . o ... ~u:. O'i J. J_~ 

.. ,rc ~· rr~ ~·.nd :.":J: . u 1;t in[';' ~- re· .,_ c ~:.l o:.: n n '! : :1l i .l~. 

n:- hlntor y thc .~G : ou .:non o:.:, · ·Ju~thcr · t £ · .il"'J :!." .L\ .. u, 
of .;2.2.1 Di e co Count .. ,r · ·111 b0 t;ro .... Gl:- .. ::·1 recintccl . 

Your .... very tru, .r , 

-:E-ml: 

• 
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i3Ull ltw.l.•il10 :j 'Gl"OC ·~ • 

. ngola:~, Cul i:. o~r:ni:."! • 

•• ,-_·t:r 1 t: 10 ., ~ ~C  .) f ., •• Ol e 

I tJ1· ~ n1r. yo;, !::ir.tll;y ::oi.' .:Jon~· 
l etter cf 1J.n.y .l. ··tn. Th.i ·· i . orrn~,tio 1 i l jw:··b 
,•:llc t I "~J ni;oil. "~ YJrl any fux-t1H'l" :h'lforffi:l t.:!.on yo11 c: n 
rr.ci to mo \'Jill be ~l'! rcoi .tc-,1. ~ ;f:o fo~moll th~J 
orig,_n.al Mov.nt Tcocx•i;n L: .Y'd ~ttd · .. tC'r Corrr:;uey , 
\'Jbo ·uu·fi u·9 tho mon<'Y,. uud do ~' 1 . m:i.nt'. t n:tl :i.nt:· r.10 
11o,:: much ~ou \'.'O.f' " ~e i.d. b~' i;l!c .. ~outhnl"n C:·: lii'or~1i·: 
1.loun1iuin r;s tel." uo!l t).~llY : ' 0 .. l·o~ .t ~.J,en Y<HJ nol!1. 
out i-;o 1jhem? Ji.rcy oxp0nsA yon .. ·.rn r11:h t o I \';:ill 
bo glw.d to -noy • 

. I would v.lr o J.ik<' i;o j::} !OW u. i>•Hd; l, O\'J muoJ1 
octucl work \'Jnf: d ono h~' i;"h<"' liot,.nt Too, :..'·iio M.Htd. 
and ~!c;! ·t~r OompE' ny , Low m-' ~  aorr~e ':ro~t·o .. c r,ilired 
:ror d~m ni toe or 1•oFJnrvnir "'- te. 

I no.n:t; uJ.l th.1.~ Oirtt7'J.'T· pr r·s:,a.t ·=;cr oi: l··l.r• ·tiorie 
en~ rooorcl in ~i tinr nr il1c o · ' rl~ hlHtory of tlHl 
w.tor dov~lo·r.nont o:1: Snn J):J.r-r o Count-y . 

vor"N 1;ru1:y , 
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~ ~igl1th ~trc~t, 

a:n.c.r .Uiego. Cal. 

~Y ~ear kr . ~letch ~r:-

So~n a:ftcr Chief ~1:gi::cer Hcrrls' s rapo:£: t 

I.:t:ld e..nd ·,·;eter Cmr.pa.ny a. large force of ffi(lr ·.y:nre pu.t to ,•;ul k tt.t 

ilu.l:tu.r:1. ?f s~ ~·or th·J rurpo~e cf makins a deep cut there, because 

1 t ''u'= .round to be cbeup·::!l" tc muk.J thi..s e 1t. then to run a tunnel 

thrOil£h thf~ J:acs :f0r the ~lume conve~rlne the water. l!'or ~' veral 

f~O tl t~  ~efore thts, operatl C!le wnre under wny making 1~CJ~vatloac 

fore istributll~ dam at th e ~ead of tho ot~y ~eea. ~eine the 

S:J I'e rir tcnoe.u t f the Company, I we.::: kep t buP.V ~roc; en.1·1y morn .. 
· . t · 1 ltJ. te ir: the c"'lenir~g bet·.-:- en the two OO ~1 p~:~ of luboror~. ~,or 

rr.:t :.y r ~~tee the pre~icent nf th-:! Cor..pnny had bt•en in corr~spondvncc 

.. , i .... .., .. - " ·- 9··, ..:.lt.,lizh eyndic te of c~ ital1sts, wh0se e.eont · ... ·a.s on hlA 

:~c .n.t l~Jc .rte Lund nd ·;;c.t : r Cof!".pany'e drainage and reeervoi · cltoH. 

O:.:.r 7"" ter r:hec had an a.roa of 4 700 souare i. fias. which lnclude<l tha 

Cot tonVio-e-0-, Campo, l! lrie 7ell ~Y, Tcc!lrto n.r.d cor.~e torr 1 tory t:oU th of 
~ 

tha bo~ndRrJ ljnc . ~fte1· the re~ ~ rt of the in~pection had bean 

w. .... de: t~ ~r.:'"'l Syndicate, a. ooaJ ~s ma.do for n l l the money that tm 
Co!~t .any rn! ?ht re !~ire for the ropld conctruction cf the system 

provided wa obtai n toe cont~Jmpluted concesP.lon frol"\ the goverrtment of 

~arl~ l~ ~pr l 1888 tho bo~rrl of Diructors dcc1. ~ed to send 

n l'13p:- r; tentetive to the City of i.toxic'l with full pr)','!C to negotiate 

MAY ' i 191. 
• 

with lhrJ g-ovcrnrnon~ for tho concoeeion doe trt-!d, uno ae I wac f-omi~iar 

•::ith the Spani h lnneu' go nnd VIo l! khown to p)'Ornlment inflnP,r tial 

CalU'orulane , amonf! ·.~·i~ m wt;re my l~ rr-onal fl·ionds. Sonn tor J~elano 
• 

Stunford, Govo1~no:r Geo. c. 1'e rkins, Gov •rnor Pio Plco, Co·.ere ~rr.an 

Itumeloo Parchoco and C. I . Huntington, ft·orr: 'Nl-Jcg:s I obt·lincd lettero 

of l'ecom~enaetion gnd ~ ndolse~ant. Soon fftcr thlg thu Directore 

requested me to proceed at my ear]icst convenience to thcl Citu of .. 
.I:.Ie:xico, .s.ccoUipanied by the Chief r.~.g!.r!ocr Lew ..t.. ~l ~"'rie, tMir•'l aJ 1 

r.1ape and 'lther data. thut might be con~ldered thecesse.ry 'for the 

• OCCB.SlOn. 

It was sometime in hlay 18SS thet ~c left Sa~ Diego for the 

City of 1~exico eqnipped at: directed; v.·e ::.&de the trip ·· n gooo ti u e 

which waF pleasant ancl uneventful. Upon our arri vo.l there ::e e t or.ce 

proceeded to btlsinoss by em~lpying Judge Ign&c!o ~epulvoda ae Otlr 

attorney. who wef th~ per ~nal attorney oi Gen. Porfir"o Diaz, Ll1en 

president of J.le::...ico. This eminent and distinguishe d lowye:r I l.ad 

known in California when he Wet= District Judge io thie- ..,tl!te in the 

e3 rJ y de.~·s. Ti1e next day I cnlled on the l~inis tcr of the !J!1j ted 

States, Gener,~ J ~d "v rd S • .bregg, and ~:e ir.troduced to hit". by Jud~o 

epulv~da; General ~ragg at once made ~n appoin;rr.ent to meet th~ 

l'resid en t for tho purpose of .:r. t1·oon cine hio t: me. I met the 

designatc..d o.mbaeeador) ·,yhom I fo\1nd very a:ff1.1blP. 'Jfld s.er ·~ a'-' J o. Lft • T 

I had stated n t length tho pu ~ O~o of my visit Lo !.~o x i c o t,o \':ni c 'h. 

the Proeident listened it~ a~parent interoet nd JAticnc 3 •id. 

"Mr. 1icCarthy, there will be no difficulty in ·ou obt ... "nir,~ .. :l.h a 

conc~J~CiOll 1'0r .:lP\. r ccmpany, i cnn soe at once th l) e1·e t. udv ntafeS 

it would be to our J.c oy:le living on that fro Lti\:r, ar.o I ·.-.· ·1. do a,l 

in my }'lOwor to encourase erantins e.uc'h a Conce ~i 1n ." 



•• 

the President took my hand and oaid, "Now, ~r. McCarthy, at any time 

you want to see me before your dept.rture, aond in your card !lnd I 

will ive you an audience at once." I met President Diaz, many times 

during my stay efter this, sometimes with tho United Stat~~ minister, 

and I always found him the co~1rteous elegant gentleman that he wus · 

when ! first met him. Chief ngineer Harris fi:tished his but?inese 

with the government authorities in about six ~ce e after our arrival, 

and returned to San Diego, but I was detained there for nearly thr~e 

mo~ths before I succeeded in securing the Conceeston which wae a very 

liberal one, giving the ~ount Tecarte Land and Water Com~eny the right 

to build a portion of the Maron ~ South of ~he boundery line, es the 

line between the united Statee ~r.d ~exico run almost directly tbrough 

the center of the reeervoir site. The aqueduct ae proposed leading 

fro~ this reservoir to the Otsy llesa croeseod and recrossed the 

boundsl~ line several tiwes; this wae becauee the line of the 

aqueduct was forced to paes down through a deep crooked precipitous · 

canyon. All the material of every description that would be needed in 

tha conetructi~n of this res~rvoir and the aqueduct to tho Otay Meea, 

nny other lateral conduit or ditch extending on to ~nd over any lands, 
. . 

or into any town or city in LowAr California ~ac to be. admitted free 
• 

of dut7 ana importation tax. This Concession was said to be by those 

beet informed on such matters the most liberal Conceeaion over granted 

to any Corporation by the ~exican Government. In my opinion it is the 

very best and most valuable aEset the Southern California hlountain 

7/atcr ~o . pan , the ttFeignee o! the filount Tecarte Land and later Company, 

~~e at thi2 ime, but they do not know its great value. There ie s 

lerge acreage of the moet fertile and moEt productive soil on the 
• 

exlcan eide of the boundary line and one or two towns that could be 
an plied with gravity wator from this branch of their water system. 
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