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Map 2: Tauna and Surrounding Villages
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defining characteristics listed; none of these are dis-
cussed at length. Thus, it would be difficult to be more
definitive concerning the exact equivalents of the terms
used for Auyana social units, since other group character-
istics are not mentioned by other authors. As will be
argued in this chapter, several other important politico-
economic attributes can be added to and identified with
different group levels. In many previous studies, these
attributes have been neglected to the inclusion of genea-
logical and territorial criteria.

A sovereignty is "the largest social unit whose

members help one another in fights with outsiders and who
are taken as a legal unit by outsaders" (p. 6). The
sovereignty has 14 attributes each of which will be des-
cribed as they apply to adult males and secondarily to

adult females in Tauna. A member of a sovereignty, or

unit within the sovereignty, is defined as one who has
obligations and interests to act on behalf of the sovereign-
ty and is subject to all the economic and politico-legal
obligations which are implied in it. These obligations

are imposed on him, in different ways from coercion to
insult, by other group members. In terms of Robbins'

(1970: 6) analysis, there are both "pressures" and "demands"
made upon group members by other members. This definition
implies nothing about the actual degree to which individuals

actively or passively participate in group events.
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