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Letter, 

II 

II 

" 
Memo, 

( v A' t) 

Additional t-1aterial for paQ'e 98. 
; 

_)w 

Academic Assistance Council. SErin/!, 1933 . 

Einstein to L.S. 25 Apri l , 1933 

L.S. to Wm. Beveridge May 4, 1933 

L.S. to "Dr. D." 
Enclosed: 

(probably Delbrueck) May 7, 1933 
memo, undated, re international framework to assist 
dismissed German scientists. 

. -
L.S. to "Dr. D." (probably Delbruec., ) May 8, 1933 

L.S. to Schlesinger and Marschak, May 9, 1933 

Letter, L.S. to (blank) (probably Marschak) ~1ay 14, 1933 

' II 

II 

" 

L.S. to Laski (undated) 
on .s'ame page 

copy, Letter, L.S. to Beveridge , May 14 , 1933 

L.S. to Guilbert Murray May 14, 1933 

May 23, 1933 

'B 

c~~r; 

L.S. to Wm. Beveridge 
Enclosed: Report. May 23, 1933, on visits to Belgium and Switzerland. 

Memo. "Summa1, , the interviews with the Rectors of the Belgian Universities." 
Undated. (In spite of title, mostly about England) 

Letter L. S., to John MacMurray, ~1ay 23, 1933 

" Beveridge to L.S. May 25, 1933 

II L, Rosenfeld to L.S. June 5, 1933 
L. S . r~> C-~6:;0"\. ~I.L.t.'\.€ I "3 I f{ ~3 

II L.S. to Liebowitz undated 

II M. Laue to L.S. May 17, 1933 

K.W. c a}l ~"V< Col/{ ~"' f) A1 ~·I( 
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Lieber Szilard, 

Le Coq-sur-mer,den 25.April 1933 
Villa Savoyarde 

Entschuldigen Sie meine Schreibfaulheit, ich ha.be 

aber ungeheuer viel zu schreiben und zu tun. Ihr Plan leuchtet 

mir nicht recht ein. Ich habe das starke Geftibl , dass man auf 

uiese Weise nur die gernachten Manner unterbringt, dass abe:;t" fiir 

die noch unbekannten jungen Universitatslehrer und fUr die 

Studenten a~f diese Weise nicht gesorgt werden kann. Ich bin 

vielmehr der Ansicht, dass man versuchen sollte, eine Art jtidi-

. sche Fltichtlingsuniversitat zu bilden, die am besten in England 

ihren Sitz haben sollte. 

Mich zu besuchen hat jetzt wenig Zweck, da ich 

sehr tiberlastet bin. 

Freundlich grlisst Sie 

Ihr 

I 
I 

I 
I 



Uay 4, 1933 

Sir ~illiam neveridce, 
London School ot: Economic& 
Aldv;ych. w. C .l 

Dea~ Sir Willinm; 
-

1':7e talked l&st tit'le a'bou.t t he fact thv.t f:l ome ..Tewi h croupu 
mey -r:ioh to l"niee !'lOlley for purpo~ea Yl1ic.t1 e.rc different from 
ours. There are t v1 o eu.ch plans: A. to rniae money :f'or the 
Palestine trniver&ity, B. to rai s e money tor an ooierants• 
uni v 0rsi ty to be foW1ded s ornfmhere in Europe. I ss\v to-cl&.y 
Sir Philip Hnl""toe, &nd s pent the day attencline t h e meeting ot 
the Jewish commlb ttee of which he ie the cha.in1an. 

Sir Philip Hartog agrees th.:"t P.lternative B. ia not des irallle. 
I informed Sir 11hilip t h ... ~t there is a v~~uc lj.ope of eettine 
Oxford, C~mbridee and London univerli; ities to take the matter 
into their own hands in England, and that they may tako some 

etc.ve to rnis e t\mt\s. He aeemed to be c.z.ui te willing to ~orcvent 
e~ythine t~t would wunteract or interfere wiUl such an Qction 
on the part of the un1vers 1 tics. As he '1ill ll.Uloh l-:ith you on 
Friday, I need not go into further detaile. 

Dr. Weizr:mn•s ee9retary wrote me a let.ter sayine th~t. Dr. w. 
\lill £3ee me one of these dQ.ys. 

I do not think I o~n do any~hir~ to persuade Weizmsn to divert 
fu.nde from Pal es tine univertSity for our J.)Urpose, but I ahe.J.l 
inform hi m of the com ensu.s of opini on as far as our l ;; l"OJ ect i a 
concerned, e.mone those Gal·!l'l&ll l}rofeeaors v:hom I ha.1_;,l)eueci to 
meet. in London during the last few days. 

E~clo aed I am ae~1dinc you a copy of a letter wluch I had to-day 
from BelgiW'11. As you cee from this letter. there are t!ltUlJ' ~roups 

everyv.-here already in existence, snd there is a dei"ini te need 
to coordinate theca grOU.1f8• 

A possible way of doing this uould be to he.ve an in ternational 
board of some twenty eci~ntists and scholars. including some 
German profeasore wlw are remaining in office. for inetanoe 
Planck nnd Hilbert. Thie board would not need to meet but each 
of t he members would a£au.me reaponaibility tor aeleoting 
fellows in hie field. 
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If ne had auch a central body of prominent scientists and 
E>Cholars, the felloYTahi;os ''7h1ch would oo granted throue;h this 
body wo ld not eermark those scientists who eet them, even 
if some of the eroupa who rnieed the money would be antaeonietio 
to the German regime in one v;ey or another. The statutes of 
the board w~uld merely hnve to state the willinenese of the board 
to ei ve advice if rec!uired concerning research fellowships, and 
the cooperation r;i th the individual groupe could be as loose 
or es clo6e as would prove suitablo. 

I hcve t~lked over this point with several people, ~lao with 
professor L~ski, and I would very muoh like w have your opinion 
on it before I inform accordine;ly o~r Belgian and American friends. 
Profesoor Laski and myself t~greed that it Ytould not be wise to 
a point s uch a board at the present time, but that we could 
secure rieht now the consent of thoee who would be officially 
asked later. 

I shall possibly try and see you some time to-morrow morning. 
and u1ll eet in touch with ura. Turin for this purpose. 

Youre Sincerely, 

PS. ! happened to meet Professor Donnan (physical chemist~F• U.C.) 
He has already been in touch with Lord I!elchett who promise . him 
hie help, and it m~ be of some uae that you meet him sooner or 
later. I aleo happened to see Sir John Russell at HBl~enden. 
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F r r ~'rom : Dr. LEO SZILAPJ>, 
I1£?"..i:h IJ\1.# HOTEL, 

LO!mQN,, r; . c. ~. 

way 7, 1933. 

Dea:.· Dl"• D., 

Bnclosed you will find an out.llne of 'the ~-ork bet"ore 
us. 

I vrould ~ike also t.o info m you of oy pnrt of tho 
\:ork. I ~ ~ot in touch in Vienna. with Sir \:!illium :3ovoriaca.. 
t.ha DirectOr or , the London School. o"? Econoci.co, \'ih o l.n.ppc."'lcd 
to be t..~ere, and I discussed with. bim and e:t..~ .friends t.h6 
si 'blatio:a. · · ~L-t-e__ 

. 
::>ir 7illi!im Beveridge promi sed to tr.r ar.ad enllst t.he 

sympo.thies -of one Ol"" two of t..ba universities, end &inca bis 
ret.urn to London be h&s been VG'l:'Y' &cti vo in t.rd.s respect. 

/U.t.ho~n I car-mot, fiS ye-t say definitely what may or may 
not ba the f"'.uuJ. res~l t of the int.crvicwa which mvo taken 
place bettleen f:J.r w. Beveridge ar~ the Vice-Chancellors of 
London, C~brid[.)'"'G and Oxford univorsitie.a, I f'eol certain 
t.hat i:li thin a. month or so we sho.ll. havo an. El~ish woup 
undor the leadership of ooma ou"tstEl'Oding pcrsot1uli ty v.rho 
will undcrtuke to r~uGe funds, c:md I feol equally certain :til 'that such funds will be applied to good purpona. 

I do not wish to 1n1:.ort"ere in mJy w:c.;; vi t.h t.r. e f'onJat.i~ 
of tho Enellah gTOUJ? 'flhioh is entirely in the ~ds o'f 
~~sa wxi versi ty p~ople; nor cnn I represent saeh a 
eroup in e:ny w~. Wh.tl:t. I ~ _ concerned w1 th at + .... lte pres- . 
e11t is to co-ordinuto ·the foreign · grou,s ~J!'U.ch are al.raad;y 
in existence, an.d to · stimu.late tho :fol"ffiation of &'l'oups in ·' .' 
countries ·~ero there are I1Q suit.abl.a Lrimlps as yet. 

, o:r ·- the ·di:i't\·a"elli groups',aJ.ready in existence, I voUld 
like 't,l' mention the COlW.dttea of tlle JGvrlsh noa1"d of 
Deputies and /-il"lglo-Jevrlsh Association, appointed for the 
purpose of avmrding i'allowahips to {)...c"dled Jewish scient­
ists. Sir P'.o.ilip Hartog is the Chlhi~~"l of t.bis CormU:ttaef 
of which I have attended tho f'irs~ me~. 

Sir Philip Hartog will, I am convinced, s0e that. 
nothing s.r.'lould intertere with t.he fo:nuation of a broader 
En8llsh group.. I also bad & long md eatis.factory inter­
view wi t.h Dr., ~Veizrnarm9 to t.h.at af'.fect.. 

iUl goirs.g well, in Engl.e.nd.,. ! a:1 frQe to leave for 
Belgiura Whel"' I !1ave an appointmen.t. w1 th tl~ iai-eet.or o~ 
t.he Lio.cro tJnivorsi t-y• ~. Duisberg, on Sat.urday next, 
fl~ 23th. in lh""Ussel.e (I sbnl l b e at t.h& Ponda.tion tlnivG::r­
si taire). I hope he will take up the ttiat.ter wi t.e the 

i 
l 
' 
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other Del i c'1 ,mi ue::--si ties. 

'ou ;'T'Obably knovr that Dr . Liebowitz is in touch 
\'.'it,_ t he Anthropolo gist Franz Roas of Columbia University 
and that he has had an interview with _ 'iels Bohr in 
C 9 enhagen. He has arranged an interview between Bohr 
a~d ~oas and hopes to hear soon from Boas about the steps 
vrhich have been taken in the u .s.A. as a result of that 
interview. 

I had conversations here with Niels Bohr, Harald 
Bohr, Sir John Russell (Agricultural Chemistry), A. v. 
Hill (Physio:UOgy); Professor Hardy 0 1at hematics, Trinity 
College, Cambridge), and Donnan (Physical Ch emi stry). 
They all aeree regarding the spirit in which constructive 
work should be carried on and would be glad to co-operate 
in ope v1ay or another if funds were available. 

It seems now to be important that an international 
Board of some twenty scientists ·should be created, and 
I hope t o have conversations with some personalities on 
t he subject whom we would wish to be chairman of such a 
Board . I hope I can do something along these lines 
before I leave fer Belgium. 

This is ?ll the information · I can give you today, 
and also I am not able to make any suggestions as to the 
details of how to co-operate with Bristol University. 
If you have an opportunity to disGuss this matter with 
your friends there, please do so, I hope Dr. Liebowitz 
vrill be able to send yeu within the next 48 1;1ours information 
of a confidential character. He will act instead of me 
during my absence from London in_ the next few days. He 
would also be glad if required to come to Bristol and 
discuss tne matter vnth you personally, if the Vice­
Chancellor should care to have more detailed information. . . 

Yours very truly, 
I 

I 
I 
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There are at present in various countries movements for 

r aisin.; funds to assist dismis s ed German scientists and 

scholars so a s to enable them' to continue t heir work as 

guests either as researchers or a s lecturers at Univers ities. 

It would be of i mportance to uni·t,·~ al.l t hese e:fi'ort.s 

with a viev: to '· the creation o-r an Inte r-n<'~tiona.l :fr&mework 
'I '\ 

v:hich could be o:f p ermanent value. : It h<-:.s been sue.zes~ed 

t hat an Inter national Organisation should be set up \'thi ch 

s1-..ould be able to advise on the a:wardin.:; of ?ellowshi1Js to 

scholarG and scientists who are at present. without the means 

tv continue their work. Fellowships would be 6i"'ante.~ i:f 

possible :for a period of three to i'ive yea.:cs, and t !:1e scholars 

and sci entists concerned would be ' allowed to work in any countr y 

of the world , s o a s to h .:;;.ve a good chc:.rce of baing permanently 

aosorbed , in the course of time, in t he countri es to vi 1ich 

they ;;o. 

A _p os s ible \"te.y of co-ordi-r.~.atinz the d.istJ.:•i'Gutior .. o:f 

Fellow~hips would be to fon.n immediat ely an Inter·nati on a l 

Boa.r·d of some 20 to 50 scholars and scientists "vho would be 

willinz to c.:i ve advice if required on mat,te ~ s co ~·;:nected with 

the awa1:d of' Fello\:vships, and to a ss'l.lflle res;.)on.s i bili ty , eu.ch 
, , , r • 

in i is O'I.Vll field, i"or '·· ~,H~lecting tho Be whQ should . be awc:..r·ded 

Fel l owships. According to t ne Statutes of the sug.:;ested 

or~_;c.ni6ation, the i ellowship s would be ,;-;iven to the most able 

men who are not in the· position of pursuing their wor·k, what-

ever their country ·of orie in. At pr E= sent, naturall~., most of' 

the Fellowships would be awarded· to German~ ,who nave to leave 

J 



(a) 'I1 .. e f-;- 2s ·.::"l.: ch \,i.ll he re:..::'-• · ·· 'J: .~ cou.r.~.t.:r·.J-, 
·..~.'"" r, .,. -! '1 -~ :· ,. c r:> r.'n -1 " ·'"'a' • ., -=- ., 1"-. .L- ~ ·. • ·c·-. t · '· - ~ -. .., Oe(~L -··-' 

v- ~ ..... o v •....... ... v ........... ~ cu~ t :.....:.-:.. .. J -..;\J ......... ......., .J. ~ .. ~., ~ 

:fo1 ... t.:::G s::;dl nur.'lbe;:· of' ~cim ···=~~:. .. ·.;:·_.;) ld 
co:·.v~r.dent.ly \jO:'ck &.;J ;:Jt... j~~t. s i :l t • .:i.e c~ _..l -'Gl'J . 
':'~:er.:.: ·,:o1 l C. e no : ·o L .i' t. i ;!. c:;:-·m.i:: ~~.:::; t . c :J..(.b-

01'< ... vories in Er.i_;lu1C1 v.'i t.h . .r..;J.: .• ~ sciLr;;.:,i.:;·~s 

vLw C v . 1· ~. :not 'be a~u~o r'Qcd i:~ t~, len .. ._: ::"1 .. • 
.. ~;;..:x ·c. of' t 1.e :f"i ndo r(..i£0<.1 ln J..-:n;., ;· {...!Ji. . :-:.u .:.1•~­

tl:cret ·.r-d o. uae ·: :fo:c ~ci e:rtim: . .;. ~.::.cl scb.)l<:...rz 
.... l:.o ;:o ·...t.l :~ do r :Jcearcn i.'Oi-'l o:r· \;~·•o ·.:.ou_d l G-cturc 
in .:!.ess d.z~ . .relo_ ·Gd co-:..1:-.t:r·ie.; l i::'e fut~L: .. , 7 .:.:./: -~~ 
tLe 2< .11<~ st.w.tes etc .. 

( ...;) Sowe ..::-·oups in sor.u.e count:~.~ie3 LlZ,.,' c .. :;::;.·· .. ::;ice in 
t hei j,"' .-:;:ffort, to r a i se f\.::~-:CG , o::e o:c t.i;.e ot.:le -· ~.!.s:z,.~ ect. 

oi' ~ e <:...cu.te :.:dtuat.ion , W1(: ·c.has becc ,e <..;..J.t,(l~o:t ­

istic ""~o the Gel'[Il£ll Gov-~· .. :nrucnt . 

J.• ,
 .. 

.J.j, a":ly way • T1e scientist t:ould bQ 



IMPERIAL HOTEL, 
Russel Square, 

LOJ\"'DON, \'1 ~ C .1. 

8th May, 1933. 

Dear Dr. D, 

As far as the main details of" our rrork!liS concerned it 
would be best for the Vice-Chancellor to get in touch nth 
Sir William Beveridge to vrhom I shall :rri te simultaneously. 
I \vired to-day:-

" Sugf;est, Vice-Chancellor comr.aunicate vrith Sir 
Willi am Bever~dge London School of Economics . 
Letter :followin,gou 

As far as individual cases are concerned I would sugGest 
that if :funds are available and if laboratory places are avail­
able (~Jndall to dispose of both ~or a period of ~n1y one year) 
i:f the best way w uld be to use these funds in giving :fellow­
ships of £100 a year, ~Ld applying for an additional £100 to 
a committee which already deals lith individual cases. 

You may \'Jrit - to e eit, .er /c Ilrs. Hicklin, 65 ~ 
Gardens, W.C.l. , o:::." to Sir Phili-o Ha_T>to ·r~ Vloburn House, Fourth 
Floor, Upp r Woburn Place~ W.C.l. 

I hope tnat within one year there will be a more general 
solution of the problem with vThich \ lTC have to deal. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours SincerelY:, 

r ), 
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L. ~ZIL .... D 
c/o ;.~:.:·o . Hickl!n 
05 R_r: nm~nt ... o.~"fl ,ns 
Lor:6 r•rJ, • C .1 

/{ LJ,j 

·r sa·v 2:-o-~cnwor Gn:tlb:;_•t !.'Uz'·-·a' :J.~ Ox .. <'>l"d ·;nd I hnu ~' ·:o long 
tnt-2r·vi r.; .• c ···~. ti.l l!:..m. He i3 1.:-X. ti:r·ol;J oi' '-;~w op:i.n:lon t..-iut int ..,:i:'nr. ttcnsl 
coo:)Ol·nt5.on i.;; :lrn.::>::::~~·a ·.t ve .fm:· u.o B:J nz to bo a:ble to uno ~oneJ rui~ed 
in Ar:e::."'ica m~d in Ent~lnnd for lee ··u···el'•s ·; .o wo.lld li.-:o to go to othax­
coun~r· en w'1 ~r, ... 'their "!~lDncv o:::· bcin3 '"'bso:r·bod !cny l>e r;:>.'O:::l!!tor . 

He cons'\.cl-e:':"·-2 t'.> t~:~c t ·, 1nt ·;;:~ ~ti 10 in ON :~r ~o nntt~) all of the 
onJ.t]t~·:1ding oc_ort:iots u 1: sc 1olnr ls t'1:.:.0ut:hout t.:: 0 \lorld in the 
Int .1~ .. ti~a~l Boc~d. ~a ~c~~ o~ ~~o pol~t to lnvLt~ ~cicut1sto in 
t~~::~ ica tl·1:r-•o•.~e.:.h a cable 'Ji:d.ch vmo to be so:~> to B0 ,.,s, but dcci ed nftor 
al~~tm . el·rt;:.1t &t ;rf :1.c1· _; j-./ _.l'"'~dt:C a~~ ~?"J~ ~J? ~ ... ~·c~~ I.>:?~S ::n:t to postp0~1e 
nc~·lon of this tJ~ ·' _·m 1st; or bect.mso v;e f'olt -::.hut Bevorid .so \'ms not 
VO rJ YC..l.~'1 in f~ rrJi.:''..."' Of it. 

..." .. ch •;i th ':"~rernJ 
~uch an Intoi•nstionnl 

I sn.z to-O::!~w ,.. .. :::~..:tci;:~. ;-1"}~0"~1 .~: !'l: :.3 stlll ~:, Br; ·nG .~yrnpflt; Py f•or 
his ol·:i. c·in£11 :;;1 "'>:~ i:'l.:... to c<.A"J:JO..:'::l o in -.rio .'1 o.f ·'"110 
fl c~- t1>ct c.u ... ;>l:.~.n th~-zn th1 ot~1'!::." m1e. I shAll 
~r··n; in to ·-..:~'1 'tl!.t·l ~t::n c:.c.~ · . ..-~11 ~c:':: ::.·o~"' 1-,::n h~lp i:l such n \'JO: as I 
Choll t .. S::i.~ it. 

F...ci\ .. scor· ·~.r:i1"'"'~!1 ~., ~.')~~- :ln B:.•· .. s:·~-s ~n( ' .. ::11 o to HoL .. nrd rm 
t-!on,:icy . He v:"ll ct:.J l:. •. GJ:'.:: o~.,o'-~G o 1 .... •.:·:c~ Q!l: :.:::- • .':!.. -:. st:..rr:ulc. tc t:lc 
... o:-·!:.rrcicJr! of a ._,,r-·o ·:::. it r!olLmd •. 

I a·i 
vor2l t.f:; .T"". :~.!U~F;.:l Y.:r·1~o:r-a C.."!cl Et1i•Jr:tch do --~~n. 1 <.-,C) not ret sec C-C~r 
·~o..:·o on I ·,.,.: ·.rc or ly - Gon _EJ!'e .1. o: t'!.'!Gl ~c hcu ::-·::: . 



I / 

, . !' J:~.: "D 
._ .,J o .~~n . ~ · !'":. ~ n 
•; 4t ll .:~u)~l~1t r('~,.\:\.J;~ 'j 

I oow :.?.t•ot~·~0:1~l' • r.!lt ... ~ .r" J1·· :n=.'{ 1 • \·· :·o-·· .w .. ly 

t :!j ... l<;n or Ct' 1Ui. .... (.. ll D I)" ; r -nt Un:1vux-~ ·l t:r but?:·? tl tlC \ ·)Olj 

con:it ,:oo t.h:. t tr.6 a Wt')Uld not · ·~ an ,~ tl$j' t ... ~:. 

-
Hr) u1-oo foclo th t o o ou. J.t t o eor.<·Em~.r,1 ~·. () o ... o::.o 

_.,, ......... -( "'t "'..,. ... _, -r ...... . "'I. , l '' ('' .. )"" ... ... "' ~· ,., · .~ to n"", '"' •·•· 1 ..., .. l 
/r'"•._ l~.· - · ._ ~,_;~, ':i- 'J t"a.1 .,1 ·~ t.I. J,I:,.;J t, ,.,.._,-., "1,/A {J j \.:-- ;...J ..... ... . •J~ 

ktY\ 1) in touch <-ht l. i:r.'m G.z-~tl s oo ' .1m ~ain in ;:~f'o_ t"l -,! lel·c ;10 

w 11 . ·o in b.-::•Jt 10 rl~t,~u . 

:r .:Jh_,_ • ~ P''t 1•trn itl tr•nell -rith ?rofo~so. r~ lh::.~'t 

:,fu.:·.:t'C'J on.:1 if' :J('J'>..l cons1t.H~r t.l ;.;;o t o ozro ·d I couh" nrz·c;1~~o 

t .. " ... . .. .., 

~l"0• I1it~!-: lin~ 
P.-1 d ~~t.t...,unt ~'io r<' ans, 

Lo1~ _en• : .• t. . 1. 

Dear Professor Laski, 
this is a copy of my letter to 

Beveridge. I met uannheim in Bruessels on hi& way to 
Amsterdamm ; he offered to help in this work th~e e~d 

I informe . .l him about the appeal which will be l au:Q_ched 
in England. He had some doubt4 ~bout the advisibil.i ty of 
making this appeal through the press in the near fu t ur and 
I suggested that he should write about it to you. Of course 
one can not stop any move which leads to raising funds and 
I do not know whether it is possible to make an appeal without 
using·the presb· channel. I thought it will be in any case int 
resting for you to get the vue of xmm»a somebody who just left 
Gemany and that you may like to have Dannheima address in 
Holland. 

Tours sincerely 
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L. SZIL! RD 
cjo Mrs. Hicklin 
65 Ridgmount Gardens 
London, V. C ,1. 

' Professor Guilbert Murray, 

Dear Professor rlfurr•ay, 

Brussels, Mny 14, 1933 

I have seen Professor Einstein, whom I know from 
Berlin, hare in Boigium and told him of our Oxford int e rview, 

He also feels very strongly t ha t one ought tn take 
some initiative in order to ge t inte rnational cooperation and 
b e able to distr:t.bute l ecturers so :< S to have a good chanca 
of their staying permanently in the countries to which they 

go . 

He will be in Oxford in some 10 d oys and I hop~ 

that you will have an oppol'tunity to mee·t. each ot11'j r and to 
dccid. e on some sort of initiative along tho linos to ·vh ich, 
apparently, the ideas of' most of us vii 11 have convorged. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 



Sir ·,'lillian Bcv~:ri dge, 
Lancon School of Economios, 
Hou.::;hton Street, 
AldTitch, 
Lo;mon. 

Dem· Sir mlliBlJl , 

ojo Mrs . Hicklin, 
65, Rideemount Gardens, 

LONDON, W.C.l. 

l~at;r 23 , 193 3. 

I her; wi th enclose o bri el' report on r. y visit to Belg ... um ond 
(' 

§m t zerland. I s"Gggested to the Rectors of the Belgian Dniversi ties tha't 

they keep ?roi'eosor Gilbert Mur1·c.y inf'onnod about the steps that they 

contcn-pl<lto t: ·k ing, and to Dr. KUllmnn of the Intellectual Co-operatior.. 

sec ii on of i be T. .. eogue of HDtions that he r.i scuss the r:.atter bo th with :101..: 

and with Profess or Gilbert Murrey in l£ngland in the cow·se of the next few 

days. 

Yours sincer~ly, 

Leo Szilard. 

J<-1 . 



.. 

eo-ordinc:ti on. 

?roi'o~vl' Jocqucs !r ·l."ti. c.ntt !'.:. r:~nd..rL: t:. ~ ·an would be willing to 

devote ti.:.a o :;my <'>'i'>rk thct n:y bo i'c\~'1C. ~..:Set.'...._., 

Jt<? ocn J:'O of t:tia .;c:n:t: in P'..clland, ccr~ .ith 

.. 1·ivo at c fin J. 

01 be t :. u:rro;y. 



Summary of the interviews rl th the 
Recto:rs of the Belgian Bni versi t .ies. 

R.-1 

1. Following some conversations which took place in Vienna 
with Sir \'/illiam Beveridge, Director o~ the London School 
of Economics, a committee is be~ formed 1n England,which 
will make an appeal to the English public in order to raise 
funds. These funds are to be used in order to help scientista , 
and scholars, who for various abnormal reasons are deprived 
of the possibility of pursu±ng their work. 
G.M.Trevelyan, former Minister 1n Education and Hopkins,Pres­
ident of the Royal. Sooiety, cooperate with Sir William 
Beveridge ~ creating this committee, o~ whioh Viscount Grey 
will probably be the President, and the Presidents of the 
Royal Society and the British Academy will be the 1ead~ 
members (the constant of the Royal Society has been voted on 
the day on which I left London.) 

. 2. There are in England three possible ways of raising funds: 
a. Voluntary contributions from university pro~essors (a com­

mittee set up from the staff of the. London School of 
Economics voted unan1mousl.y ~ favour of a voluntary 
contribution of two to three percents of the salaries 
for three years; but we do not yet know how far this move­
ment w11l spread; 

b. Contrlbutions from ~ealthy bankers eto. 
o. Contributions from the general jewish relief funds which 

is controlled through Uontefiore and the Nevill. Laski. 
3. I~ ~ds were avaUable one possible way o~ using them would 

be to give fellowships for three to fi.ve years to scientists 
and scholars 1n order to enabl.e them to work as guest resear­
ches or guest lectures ~ suoh 1Dsti~tes whioh are suitable 
and which would like to have them as guests. 

4. I~ other countries were w1111ng to cooperate, it may become 
possible to establish a sort o~ ~ternational research fellow­
ship, it would then be possible to use money raised in England 
or America for ~allows who woul.d go as guests to other coun­
tries where · :tunds oan not be rai.aed, but where ona or the 



... ro .t'e ,oor \Ju:tl b.:rt Murruy in Ox.l'or'l c _.n::>J.. ch;;r .:;, to tuk'u .:;;or:ao 
~ort of illi t .l aLi '/u to cn:.:uru iu t urn!l tionul coo~)uru tion 1n t.lii~ 
w ~ttur ; .... 0 iB cL...,.~.:i.rr au. ot tbu Le., tJ.ciU•-' ot l~•ltion:.::.: coLal~itt~,..o ror int t.:l­
L.Jotu:....l ooo.;;ora'tion , but wou.ld uc t .Ll.uro un a F''~ 1/uto p0rwn. llu i~ 
in touch with t ' w :~ u._:l~ill.L oom 1 ttuo und i{' b.u could b~J t~opt inrormed 
a out th rurta~r ct .... vuloi)uwn~ t.ai~ rn;uld uo n~lJ;ful l.n b:t"in ·ing 
~bout saah u oooporJt1on • .Lu't tor::., shou.ld bu uddr<H..t30d : ' )rot'. Guilb :rt 1 u:-ray , 'Y:.... tf.lcomb 
bO;.ird:iill , Oxt~o . d ( BneL:u1d) . 1.. :£ t would 00 ul.oo l.LUl~ful to .:.UJ.V" oopies 
ot' lutLtrr~:. :..:,atJ. t to tJJY j,jO<Jrdtury lii.ckli n , )5 Hl(ig~..:mount Gurd ... n.s , 
London ."' .C. I) 
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···ro!.· :> '"-Jr jo'!-Jn ~ :1-cr U!'l' flJ • 
1, St:zs .. x Fc·-sa 1 
CHt'::::illo f!GDd , 
LC ·~'T'(/!\7 , : .• 'r . Z!.. 

c/o ;,:rn. m.cld.!.n, 
65l Rid~?,or:;otmt G::.:rdons , 

T.JO!TD0t·1, ~~ .• C .1. 

I Cl:l(1cn. t~~ st~ff' of the London School c'f ~ 'ccn-· •. . ics votcn ur~o:ninlously e 

prec~C.cd by ~ unc.n:t-r:,_o •s vote on the pv..rt of !! 0or:::n icsion. specio.ll:,.,. a~:roin.~d 

minutes, Bl:'! the 0.~ point:r~~a"nt LO CU2 :es 't:>d OH"tnhed Witl: that I!iede i th 

F .l' ~· vt.l' nro..~::,e~ion I a::~. eu.clo~Si l'lg a b1·ie.t' ro ,ort on L'!Y vh.;i·~ 
to Sf!l · ~\ t:m nnd Cenev e. .. 

L· -o Szilard. 

'. 
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THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE. 

(uNIVERSITY OF LONDON) 

Telepnone, Holborn 9783·7. 

Thlegrerns, Poleconfcs. Eslra nd. London. 

HOUGHTON STREET, 

ALOWYCH , 

LONDON, W. C . 2 . 

25th May 1933 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Many thanks for your letter and report 

about Belgium and Switzerland. I shall look 

forw~rd to seeing Dr. Kullman and Professor 

Murray next week. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Szilard, 
c/o Mrs. Hicklin, 
65, Ridgemount Gardens, 
w.c. 1. 

- ( 
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A .A 
Liege, June 5th, 1933 • 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Many thanks f'or your letter and the inf ormation contained in it. 
Here is a summary of' what has been done i n Belg ium: 

1.- General. The Fonds Francqui grants each Belgian University 
a sum of 25 .000 rr per year for two years. This means the possibility of 
providing a p osition for one scientist in each University. 

2.- Brussels. Funds are being raised by subscription . It is h oped 
with help of these f unds and of the Fonds Francqui contribution to provide ~ 
for two "big" positions (sala ry 50 . 000 ~£ per year) for two years. 

3.- Liege . It has been proposed off'icially by t h e -<•ector that 
e a ch lecturer of the University give s t% of his salary to a specia l Fonds, 
which would provide for one position more iri Liege (also f or two years) . 
Until now there have been many adhesions to this proposal, as well as 
some resistance from chauvinistic ci'rcles. 

\ 
-1. 

On ac c ount of the regretable influence of these circles ( you 
will understand that in that respect a s mall, but arrogan t minority is 
sufficient to spoil the whole thing!) it is advisable that Liege Univer­
sity (in Brus s els this difficulty does n ot arise) takes up only non ger­
man elements ( 1~us s ians with .iJansen passport, austrians, &c.). 

Until now it is certain that Goldfinger (an assistant of Haber 's) 
and 1asareff (Privatdoz ent in nerlin ) will be secured a position in Lie ge. 
The case of Rosen (Pringsheim's assistant) is also being examined. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

---

' 

J 



D:r. l.co ~.:;~ i l:·.r<..i 
I nt11c : ·i<:l. l ~i c t .: 1 
Ruucell S(_ i.ln.~o 

London , June 1 ~, 1033 

I ~ould like to put dow~ o~ pbper nhat I di~cusoed ~ith ~au the 
oth·-:J:' d;J.y S'J t~:.ut a d ·3ci::lion of' tho exec~ : tive cm~:r.:.itt.ec c :.: :n ~~Jc 
bro~:~ :1t <..:_'bout . 

:Profess o:r. Fr•..1nz Boas, t~.e ·.vell-kno,·m an't.h ropol~;:~i st of •:!o}IJru.:yi a. 
'tJnivcrci ty fl ,J. ?l invited. -:Je,:·ey, :.:our.d, Tc,:.lsci r;; 10 -:::~y::Wl'H: :..: ._.;_; rJ., ·:· .·.lter 
C.:-.. n!:On r.n r1 por.~i -vly SO t:'i ~ Ot il.8:t' G to £C~~v e O:G 2. OO<.::r0. v: ~·~ iC]j \'.'3.S 

~/ 
{ -

SUp}?OGCcl ~.;c. UO Jn.t U:p ftJT t~e IJ~J.._QOSe Of :;"iYin::; C. d ViCC ny~ ;a~t~ C !:"S I 
of fallc~ch]~s unC to huve es me1~crs scientists or o61ol~~~ ~ho 
y:on1(1. b'~ -, , iJ.li:'1{~ to ;3~vc ~dvice if rec~uire<l, eac·a i11 hi:.> ov.-n field . 

Cc:rr8;.; :; ol~i'iP. nce t"itl.:: ::;o<=.s h.L..r-; ·Dccn carried on ir:: r:;;.y ;:::.·o~~er:.i;C f.r.ow. ./ 
:::.o:·:u~_ cn ·;J<J ~ ·o:,:·e t 'r'1 0 i-.caclemic f~:::sis-o:z.nce Co ·.lllcil c~r:1 ..: ir:: to exi::d,0nc~':., _/ 
<::.no ::3 oo.f: r.ctcd on t h e: a r, c·li.np tion t1!.B..t eimilc.' ... c:"\'.(!l'e' &1'\~ ll cin~-; tr.~\:cr. 
j_n --~: .:.:.:-·<..~: 13 ;--.. n r'i t i1at f<n:;n.n.:'.. ir,vitat io n s to Ge:r·vc on S·.· C·l ,, 00."1 J'd 

-,,_ri ll o e made from here t 'i1T'0\,;.r;h ?):'OlE:Sf-iOl· Gil'b s rt .:.:u:::orG.y, Ch;; ... ir:·i.1::.n 
of t:10 Lc:".:j ·.W o:f ha ti ono Go m.i t tl3o :f:' or Intt.:'llect ua.l C(>O~~·F'<-1. ti on . 

r~-10 ;;itn>t ion hGir: .. :r dif? ::·;:- ,~. r.. t :::.com \{J'l-:'t he stm i· Of3 v; .d ~0 be, I 
'::ovl~:. like to ::;ug ~_-e st the follo·;;in:; : It i:J do uutf al \' 1 i.>.~t£1c.~1· r:oic.ntists 

er·.~: ::..:chol ;, r.::; ·.:110 \· . .- iL!. '.)c t:;:.rc-:. ntFJ ,:: a f r:. llo ',·;~:·:li}) 'by .. ~~ -·:c :~c <.ic; ·;~!llc 
Ar::t:i:'· t r.!.n·:;~ Co·.n:.cil for a ce:rt2.in perioci. of ti7no ·:Jill oll ~!•-;t ";cr <:L:.r.ent 
·;. r)_·. cint:-:h:'lc ts in .. ~n(?' l' .~ l1d. It i ;:; t :-:.-::l·2.to :~·c i l(L _? O.~.." t t~r.t tc.; ta~·:e ~i-· svcry 
c ;- r.e :1. c s oon ao :l!o::::s:i.-:.11c wi t .. n. Ar.1erica c..nd o-r,hc :i: count i .:: s ir. ():c:c:c to 
c::ct c:~ ao::.· c , 1_r:~:::· v.··m C::LGt:~i1n;t.ion ru: :: n.:r as pe·-:,Ja:. ,:;,t ;;..:_~liGirit ·~ cnts ,:,ra 

-conc •·' !.'ne6. . /-.. c ~;rt -:~ in num'i.18J' of .r\mcricz.n s ci·cr;tict:::: <).n~~ ~ : 01olnrz zhould 
in vi\::n: o ·£' th'ls ;-.rcblc·1"J ·J -:: G.s}u; d to r.'.ct <iS cor :.·c~;;L oy; .: ent. .nc :'aiJ0:r~ of 
~ ~:lC P.c:J c' e <J ic .A:: sis t·~.nco ',jo. mo :il and. t~1.oae ~·;;_lo ho.ve B.J.l~.Jc:.c'.y beer; 
c:::,;_;:: roel.cil2d. by 5 ·. ~s cc tt lc .::.ct in ~',l{.;~ a c ::.yuci ty . In or(;•-::r to co-.;;zr 

' ~ver:y fi i~"ld 1 t.~--; 2. twa( e:li c . .Asnisto.ncG Council could. n;.::.g6~St. r"urth.:::r 
n .... ·q~- s "r -~ I :- · ·1 e·~ · c' O'-'.;rl~ ·· 11· <,~. o1 t:'·'· ..,cr.· \' ' ''•ic;~ mi ..,.ht ·oo -...,r·'J ;.., -t- Jl o.s .c.... .... J \. - ' (..., , \.4. ·- ~ . ... .. • .J... ...:; "'" ~..:.~ r ~ vV - .A.C: ·ul-" ..., •-' • . J. 0- ~ lJ. , '"'; ........ J.. t 

a b~ ~io of ~i ~ cu~ s ion· . 

If it y:ere p c::sjJ ')lc to ::0t the 0ecision 9f the executive co rr.rn.ittee 
on t~ l iF r;.~>;.J t; ct ;-'.lY?.. to lc ·;, me k r:o·;: 

~;. ) i:' U··c coro:!li ttec in ir. fo.vour of 8.t~ku•~ Arrlt"':ricPn SGier.tists 
ar~u sb.:-1olar:: to c.ct an corrc o:p · n' nt r:!e-:nbers ~ · 

b) if ~~cy ~cceyt those who have ~Jre~dy ~oen aekef by 
~- ~c of' . )S G ·J r :8o2.s a!'!::i \V11~t ot~.1~r· Y!Ft;·'1 (~s t·;ley ':;'ish tc b.cld, · 

c) L. :.l· o ~c r:1:; or "'i.n r:~.· .:-ty oro somGbo(ly e lse \;riJl _;m:i c ·-rt .':k c to 
in-ti-te th :~ :f\ ro~es~ors in q_uest ion, an(i - if 'ti.1e co.,..1:::ittce 
~·:i:. :1cs t·~=' t :?rofca:-:;or J3oas f:i~onld r:o on tc cet t11e 

- 9~ ov iG ion~l cnnzent of all ·or these, 
'thE:n I '-'i(Jil1c.1 be able to info:r.;n P:rot'eosor .,.3oan a.c -;or<1 i . n~~ly ::l.nd 
D~OD ~ivc?ginc ~ctions . 

You:rs tlinc~rely , 

-- ...-"""" 



~) (V.uJ) R -l 

Dear Liebowitz. 

Delbrueok teleDhoned to me from Berlin after he has talke~ 

with Lnue • LRue wished that I should eet in touch with Ehrenfest • 

( He c.lfCl emph<?.SJ.sed very much that nothing should be l>Ublished ) ~ 

so I go ·t- j .n touch with Ehrenfest whom I went to XJ§X.:! see in Leiden. 

m-e:m_'l·MX:l'Jin\:C:..U'X]IL~Ut:rn.X .. ~ D. told me on the :phone thc-. t Ehrenfest 

orga.nis ed;_ .. s.omet4.in~.~~long tlle same lines but I found 1 i terally nothing. 
~ 

I believe if ··e want to achieve somethinl; in .AmerH:a. before "~he term is 01 

we oueht to eo over eoon • Ehrenfest could come aloug betvAlE:t:n J'une 2 and 

July 4 he muet r)e in Leicien on theae de.ye. ~ I found oat that he 

also was a 11tt,le worried a~uut ;;oo GUlden which he wol..\ld loose ii' he wert, 

absent in June (eome cx~ .. Uliuntion fees ) I think that if .bonr,Ehrenfest 

Ste.z::p nnd ourt3clV€G wol,\ld sti~' u~ tl"J.e :people we could achieve something. 

Ehrenfest coulclv repre~ent on one llo.nd_ the german .Physicis ts ·'·nci on the 

other hand. ~s COi.l.ld reJ.)rcs~nt l;.m I;inatein. 

Ehrenfes t J.l.af.:M a f:lllm.ll fund to invj. te th(:.:d.lreti cal Plw~i ci[lt~ for a few moJ 

l:d:.:t v:ll<Ui the:{ l eG.ve Jlollr.n(~. 1'ha leading l,Jeople in .Berlin ~:re CJ.Ui te 

desperate Dnd c.t & lOD fi . Seven people n~.V/3 0€(:24 disr·dfiSCd from the Phy­

cali::Jche~J Instj.t~t; in Berlin r·;.mcng the you11eer f:H~t • All cowo:rkera of Lan,; 

( nraech c.~.nd Lr-:.nee ) for inn tanco ; I oo very much %mr1reased and quite de­

termr.e , to make further effortfa. 

P1 ease ~:ead enclosed report of :Eln.•enfes t (confidential hi: ) and have 1, 

ana the enclose.i List copied. 
....,_ .t... i ,0..:!....1. • 
v!'u"" S~::a.~c;t 

In PariB I ~hall stay ,probably in ·W!e Hotel 'l'ermi:lu.~ nol·d but not cert' 

Therefor you better note also Mbrschaks Adress 

~2 r~e ~heopbil G&utier Paris 16. ~ele~hone ~teUl 39l4. 
·~ 

I 

I write this on the train to a 
eneve, where I go with Prot Fryda :or ~· 

< . .. 
·i 



dsn'n and ·whe:re r meet also Dr. SClhleslneer,,qe proceed all 0~ as then to 

Paris • I shall be in Pn~is either on J.~onde.y or on T'14esdc-.y and shG.ll wire 

you dc.te 'and adresc; also wi1ether you are stronely wanted or jt~st welcome 

You cri.n tl'1eu docide ~ccordin£ h0\'1 import&nt your beeinc in London for the 

momr;~nt hCL.):.Ij,'1 Cl1 · tO be Nld C\OOOrcliHg hOW it fits iz to your 0 thez- Ill8.llS Whe 

ther :i. t is raol'c nclvisf'.ble for you tostay in London or to co!ll.e tO Paris 

In o.ny co.Ele \70 o.rc \"·ta.cte inc otu.· tilrle if we do anythinG else but s'timu.late 

ing Americ~ ~nd the next week mus• be devoted toprep&re aome action in • 
America. 

yours L. Szilard 

') ·- ... J. J..JI..l 0 -

. ' 



Den Brtef, der. Ste gestern mtr {;aben, habe tch nun durch-

gesehen und habe mtch ausserordentltch gefreut, dass stch tm Aus-

land• wirksame Htlfe fur dte tn Not geratenen Gelehrten regt. 
t 

Ich mo'chte aber dazu bemerken und Ste btttenJ dtes, soweit r.i6'gltch, 

wetter zu geben, dass es mtr fur den Zweck ausserordentltch be-

denkltch erschetnt, wenn dtes HtlfswerK etne auch noch so ~ertnge 

poltttsche Farbung erhalt. Deswe~en halte tch es ntcht fur gut, 

wenn man stch dafur der Mttwtrkung polttischer Tageszettungen be-

• dtent. Nag etn Aufruf, der auf dtese Wetsa uerbrettet wurde, auch 

noch so unpoltttsch gfasst setnJ so gtbt es doch ketn Utttel zu 

verhtndern1 dass ntcht etne Zettung etnen Kommentar mtt poltttschem 

BetgeschmacK dazu gtbt. 

Sowett Gelehrte anderer Lander aufgefordert werden sollen, 

an dem Htlfswerk mttzuarbstten, schetnt mtr etn Aufrt.:~~ tn chn wts-

senschaftl tc.hen Zettschrtften der verschtedensten Lander e tn geetg-

neter Weg. Wenn z.B. dte wNaturew thn brtngt, wtrd er den Natur-

wtssenschaftlern auf der ganzen Erde schnell bekannt. Wte man die 

ftnanztell tn Betracht kommenden Stellen benachrtchttgen soll, da-

fur wetss tch fretltch ketnen Rat zu geben. Jedoch mochte tch an-

nehmen, dass dte b6tetltgten Kretse Mittel und Wege dafur besttzen. 

~y ~.~0 

tv~n~~~~·~ 

~'-< r· 

~ P-t~ ,£,·(. J;,;~d.·~ 

T~· ~ _} i_. c:, 6" ?K-,~ 

R-
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Sir Hugo Hirst, 
The General Electric Co., Ltd., 
Uagnot House, 
Kingsway, 
London, w.c.l. 

Dear Sir Hugo, 

6, Halliwick Road, 
London, N. 10. 

21st February 6 1934. 

You kindly offereda few ~oeks ago, to introduce me to a Director of your Comp~~y and I suggested that this interview should be postponed until I had further ne~s from Dr Lru~ge. Though I had a report from h~ from Berlin I am not yet in the possess :ton of all the relevant facts . 
Novertheless, I should appreciate it if I cculd discuss the matter nov1 with your Company as I may have to go to America at vory short notice any time from now on. 

I do not yet know for certain if we have got immediate important application for fast electrons but I do beliove that a Company like the General Electric Company would be justif1od in keeping in close touch with the probably ~ary quick development in this ne~ field. 

Yours sincerely, 
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I PLEAS E ACCRESS 

<.: OMM UN tCA.T t O NS T O 

THE D I RECTOR . 

TEL EGR AMS: R ES EAR C H, PM O N E , W E M B LEY, 

TELEPHONE : ARNOLD 43~1 (TEN Llf1 1!8) 

NE ARES T S TATI ON : 

NOR T H W E MBLEY. 

[
154 K ERLOO) 

A L . Jol. 8 . 

OUR R E F E R E N CE LDG/20R28. 
YOUR REFEREN C E 

Dr . L . S z i lard , 
6 , I~ lliwic k Road, 
iuswell Hill, l .W.lO. 

Dear i)r.Szilard, 

RESEARCH LABORATORIES OF THE 

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD . 

WEMBLEY. 

27th July, 1934. 

In accordance with the discussion we had when 

you were here last week, Dr.Campbell has examined the 

spec if ic ation you le f t with us . .As a result, we have come 

to the conclusion t hat we should not be interested in this 

invention, for the following reasons. 

In the first place, we do not think it 

contains anything which is really new; 1n the second place 

we are not convinced that even if the patent could be upheld, 

it would be of any practical value. 

1-l.S regards other ideas which you might care to 

submit, we have noted the suggestion in your letter to 

Jr.Railing that this should be done through a third party 

in one of the Universities. 'Ve do not see how this scheme 

could help, since it would in any case be necessary for this 

third party to communicate your ideas to us before we could 

decide whether or not they were of interest to us. 

We/ 



.. 
- 2 -

,ve should much prefer that any ideas you put 

f orv1ard for our considaration should first be covered by 

patents ; this will allow us t o study them and discuss them 

freely with you v..ri thout any fear of subsequent misunde rstanding . 

lv~eanwhile, we should like to thank you fo r having 

brought the matter before us , and we shall be pleased at 

any time to exam1ne any concrete proposals you may put 

forward , subject to the above proviso . 

v. c . 

Ne re turn your specification herewith . 

Yours very truly, 

For and on behalf of the 
Re search Laboratories . 

~~{~ 
Director. 



c ~ c a PPtc~so~, Esq. , 
;~oDoct:."'c-1:.. LribOl'a'corios o? ~he 
Gc::.-:;.o:r~..!., ::lect .... • c Co:::1:9o.r.cy Ltu. . ~ 
·::o:..:blcy. 

G, -Inlliuick Road, 
I.~~1£"-~,j21 11:1..1lj 
London '~'·r . r: . lo . 

Yonr Ref ., I.2)GL~OTI28r. 

I nr1 vc1~y Ll .. ~::!:c ef'ul to you i:rtdeed f:cr 
hcvl1--; cone to a qu.lclc C.ociolon" This io mont 
eooon.t:..~l fo:r• r:le in t!1o eire :Ui!.S tc.nccs . 

The '1':ac.iu:d for :2cdicn.l ·uso boix o n 
r·ntl~o1:' J.i.!:rl ted .:flclC. :C lid no t G .. :nticipnto thc..t you 
-, 'Jld. be very ~::-.. 1:ch :L1tCl"c.::;to'l in i·c . In viow 
of' t::o Z~ct.? hovnvcz> ~ t.u.:;.t ·cLo pl''oceso put 
i' ·.J::""~·:rm•Q in r·:y pa -o t a~')plicntion :1s ua.scd or .. 2..!"'1 

c.:'i'cc ·c n:;xlch 1ls.s been C.ieco·;crod by Pl"'ofe~sor· .,..,m .. "'mi 
n.f·cc:r I i'ilod Jr:y np!;lico.tion.., I ohou.2.d npprociuto 
it vc:.~y much if if·ou could 1dndly nubc -Gan·i;ie..to the 
rcasonG for> j~01J..l'"' belief' thn:c tho pnt;ont flpplication 
docs ~!ot contain un.ythlnc; ....-·,:·d .. ch is really ncrr. 

I also should ~)0 VCl"Y :ruuch intercs·i;-Gd. 
to ·1cnrn U-1Y you t~TI.nl:: that ·che patmTi.i..., if it could 
iJo u:p:1old., 1·1~)uld still not be or c...ny .Yrnctica.1 
value. Do you noa.n thut ·c!1.o nnnor conm.i.r:mt:ton 
L volvccl L1 tho proco:Js uoulcf lend to u price •a>ich 
could not cor.11)e·cc with nc.tm.ntl radim1? .And if so , 
on r;.rha:~ .llSGU.."'TT.ptionc did jOU co~o to t1:nt conclusion~ 
Ii' you ncn.n :.::omethinr; else couJ..d you perhaps 1-:indly 
lot I:J.O lmO\Y tlhat precisely you had in r.U.nd' 

;<-I 



~~-~--Y ·cl::"l:..:l·:::: ::'0""" .;..;.c --: r:f'c:.r~ cio:.:. co _·.., a:'J _Gd :..:1 ·:: ::c, c e;:; ... :_(: 1:o._£ o::.., ;;~:;·~::..-- lc c .. · .. cl~ ~.!.~o:;.?o ::a probo.b l y 3 ,_,:-:::.r.., ~~ -=-~~:G :Li~m:C.o:.."\cca .. :l:l?lC sorJ.n~.,:'1c:"\ o , ru1d. :.."'c clcl~t ., t::.c.. : ·c.:2orc 3 ~ <.; •wci'u.l t":· t I ::::'1o~l<! rovol't to ·ch !:-r~., :;·::;c~ \JO:? Oj,1 . 
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' PLE~'t:iE ADDRE SS 
CO~'MUN IC I\T I ON8 TO 

T~1 E O IRECTOR . 

T ELEGRA MS: RESEARC H , PWONE,WE M B LEY , 

T ELEP H O NE : A R NOL. O <4 3:21 (TEN L..I"E• ) 

NEAR EST 6TA.TION : 

NORTH WEMBL..EY. 

[
BAKEFtLOOJ 
A L . "" · 8 . 

T -:~~ ;- - ('I/ '" n -=>2 ., 
OU A AEFEAENCEL;jj- j.' · .1. V ~VI\ 0 • 
YOU R REFERENCE 

1 . Szi la rd Esq ., 
6 , ~~9 l i 1::ic k oad , 

.. :usY:el l .dill , 
T·T ·--r 1 ' 1 . • H a l) • 

J ear Jr . Szilard , 

RESEARCH LABORATOR IES OF TH E 

CEN ERAL ELECTR IC COMPANY, LTD . 

WEMBLEY . 

. th ,; ll[;USt , 1934 . 

In reply to your l etter of t · e 31st July , t ' e 

reeso1 s ·~r our bel i ef tat your atent appl ication lacks 

novelty is t hat t he discovery t hat disintegration could be 

_)roduced by neutron bombar dment was made by the Joliots 

ad was prior to yo~r patent . ~fter triat discovery it was 

naturally t o be expected tnat neutrons could disintegr ate 

i. eavy &s v1 ell as l ignt nuclei . 

.l~s regards your second point conc ;rninr; t e commercial 

value of your invention , it appears to us t · at oris inal 

)articles , first produc i ll[; neu tro~ s and t 1en alpl a partic l es , 

;, oulcl produce not more t ' an one alpha parti cle for 1olJ 

orie inal parti cles . Accordingly to produce a current of lu - 12 

amp . carried by alpha parti cles would require the expenditure 

of several thousand kilowatts . Tat does not seem to us a 

com~ercial proposi t ion .. 

J e note t at you t ink there is a slight misunder ­

standing concerning t1e rest of our letter , and that you 

may/ 
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'11ay revert to t '1is matter later on . 

Bi.W . 

Yours very truly , 

~or an] o belalfof t e 
esearch Laboratories . 

Director . 
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11 LE O SZILARD 
Strand Palace Hotel, 
Strand~ London ~ .c. 2 . 

14th Ausust, 1904. 

Dear 11r . Paterson, 

~.Ia.ny thanks f or informing me in your letter 

of the 9th 14ugus t of the reas ons for yov . .r belief that the 

manufacturing of radio-active bodies for medical use which 

I discussed with you would be: 

1) too inefficient to be of any practical value, Bnd 

2) thr~t the process for vhich I filed a patent ap~1 lication 

could not be considered as new at the time of filing. 

I am af raid I hav'c to contradict almost 

every statement you make in you:> last letter . I am. enclosing 

a detailed statement on the subject from wh ich you vrill see 

that the efficiency of the process is in my opinion 107 to 1010 

t i me s l ar ger than st ated by you, and t hat the process involved 

is entirely different from t hat discovered by t he Joliots . 

As I told you I li::nited the convers a tion 

':J ith you t o one issue bec ause I was anxious to make only 

stateme nts for vrbich there is evidence already avai lable in 

form of exper iments that have already been published. 

Therefore I am in a position to prove every statement t ha t I 

make on tl1 ls issue on the basis of publica tions from the 

Co.vendish and the Paris ancl •Rome Laboratories . I am avvare 

that it mus t be very difficult if not impossible for any of 

your experts to f orm an opinion on t he subject wfthout being 



in possession of the reprints of certain recent publicat:i.ons 

vthlcll ar·o not fl.Vailo.bl·e in your libro.ries, but I can let you 

g o over thnse reprints. 

~.1ay I emphasize that r1hile the assmnptions 

on which you based your decision, r;hic~ bas been communicated 

to me by J.Tac:,net IIouse, can in my opinion not be upheld, it is 

not my intention to ask you to reconsider your decision . 

On t he other hand I would rather not leave the matter where 

it is, and run certain you will appreciate my reasons. 

As you know I discussed the possibility for 

practical applications of nuclear physics with Dr . Railinc; 

which 130 much beyond the scone of the issue with 1!!hich ·::e . -
have to deal here; if I am to t;o on with these discusslons 

it is essential that no doubt should be c a st ·1pon rr:.y statements 

thl"ough the fact that there is a divergence between your opin:.on 

and mine expressed by a fcctor of 107 to 1010 • If I were 

v1rong by a factor 10 in thB present issue I certainly 

would have no right to claim the full attention of M2.gnet 

House as I intend to do . 

I i"Jish to thank you once more for having 

substantiated the ree.s0 18 en ·::l ich your decision was based . 

Yours very sincerely, 



• . 

\, 
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Enclosure to the Letter of the 14th !.ugus t, 1934 to 

Iir . Paterson . 

------------------------------------------------------
1 • Ef f i c i en c :r • 

You state that in you:r opinj_on original 

particles first producint=: neutrons and then radio-active 

a toms w01.lld not produce more than one radio-active a ton 

for 1013 original purticles. I can show that your f i[:,rure 

is Y/rong by a factor 107 to 1olB. 

2. Novelty...!.. 

a) • You state tha t the discovery of induced 

radio-activity by neutron bombar&nent was made by the 

Joliots. I assume tlus stateMent of yours is a clerical 

error and that what you meant was thu.t the Joliots 

induced radio-activity by al~ :particle bombardment, as 

evidently the effect in question was discovered by Fermi. 

b). ·.~J11ether after the discovery of the Joliots 

it vras natural to expect a similar effect for neutrons 

for li ~"'ht elements is a question ·which we may leave open 

for t he present . All I have to say on this point is to 

emphasize the fact that in the tbree months that elapsed 

between -che Joliots and Fermi discovery no other laboratory 

r.1 ade Fermi's unquestionably i :nporte.nt discovery, and that 

in spite of the fact that it takes a few hours to i mprovise 

an e.x:;/G r:lment for its denonstration in the laboratories where 

Geiger counters and Radon are tools of routine work, and 

that your expectation for uhe Fermi effect as stated in your 

letter is oif tl:emark by many powers of 10. 

c). As to t1e question whether a similar effect 

w s to be expe cted for neutrons in heav1 elements I wish to 

state t hat such ~n effect v1as not to be eJq)ected and has not 

been fonnd . ·:.nat has been found is a different proc.ess 



-
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in wh ich there is no chemical change as the neutron 

apparently gets svrallowed without a simultaneous ejection 

of a proton or a n ·alpha particle a..Yld th)_s peculiar process 

is 100 to 1000 times more efficient than anticipated . 

(See one of Professor Ferr.1i 1 s papers in 11 Nature 11 ) 

) 



c.c • . 0 ~t~8o~, Lo~ . , 
i CDO(Y..:')c.:~ J·,.J.bo:~fl"CCJ J?iCS Oj': ·G .. "..0 
""en.-· ... •:.~l -::_.lee· ric co·:1pn.n:J L·:-d ., 
' ·~.::;r;.:.; lcJ- . 

Sti'cn<.: Pr• l nco )~o ·::c:~ ., 
~1-::ra:n. , I..o_~,1o:1 . c . ~~ 

I , ·is h to tlm:ri!: you ::o1" yonr le tto ·• of 

/~u.:Jt G~l :t·1 _ \:~::i.. c ~1 you o.r·o ;;:::'nd on0 c• .h to dlaclose 

in 

I <lo not ,; ro ~)ooo to re- open t 10 s ubject 01~ 

1~ow but r.w.y coi:lc iJa.c l<:: to ~~:;.o subjec t lnto 1~ on. 

-Glloro u o··J.ld bo no point 1 _ coin,_'} i'urth.or unt:J.l t h o Pl' r' sont 

: iverc;enco of opin ion han o om1 settled . 

'J.'ha..l1ldn.:.; you c~ain f or t h o ntton cion :rou r;a·.·e ·to 

the mu ttcr .., I l"e.na:ln 

Yours very truly, 

P---f 
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PLEASE AOOA.E 88 

COMMUN IC ATIONS TO 

THE DIRECTOR . 

OUR REFERENCE CCP. 20R28. 
YOUR REFERENCE 

TELEC RAMS: RE.SEA RC M, PHON E,WEM 9 LEY , 

TELEPHONE : ARNOL..D 43~1 (Tt:f"' LINEa} 

NEAR EST STII.TION : 

NORTH WEMBLEY. 

(
8AKERLOOJ 

• L. ,_. , a . 

RESEARCH LABORATORIES OF THE 

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD. 

WEMBLEV. 

Dr . L.Szilard, 
6, Hall iwick Road, 
Muswell hill, .N . Vf.10. 

1st October, 193~. 

Dear Dr . Szilard, 

In our letter of August <J th 193~, we stated that 

di sintegra tion by neutron bombardment was discovered by the 

Joliots. In your letter of September 5th you challenged that 

statement. 

V/e realize now that you are right and we are wrong 

and that this statement is false. We ask you to accept our 

apo logie s for an inadvertent er1· or. But we fear that the 

recognition of it does not change our decision on the main issue. 

VM. 

Yours faithfully, 

For and on behalf of the 
Research LaboratoriQf Q 1)

0 

_, __ _ 

~~-· 
Director. 

. ' 
... • · • r· 1 • 

' · . ' .: ~ ' ~ I 

., 
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Dr . Alexander Sachs 
Lehman Corporation 
1 South 'Villiam Street 
New York CJi ty 

Dear Dr . Sachs : 

April 23 , 1940 
420 Wes t ll6 th Street 
New York City 

I refer to the memora n dum contained in my l e tt e r of April 22 , 

and enclose a pho to - stat copy of a short paper which I sent to the 

Physi cal Revl ew and in which it is shovm that a chain reaction can 

be maintained in a system composed of u ranium and c a rbon . 'l'he pub-

lication of this paper as well as the publication of a detailed 

paper on the same subject is beine delayed p ending the outcome ~ 

the April meeting of the Spe c ial .Advisory Connni ttee appointed b y 

tre PrE>sident . 

a memorandum on the subje c t of the propagation of n eutrons liberated 

in the chain rea ction in air a l ong the surface of the e a r th or al ong 
. ~( ?~ ~4-'f'-<::J.-~( 

a water surface'(:: I am herewith forwarding ·ki» memorandum -w.fl.J&.h.. ..... ha 

My statement that human beings could be 

killed within a r a dius of 1 kilometer by the physiological action 

o f the radiation is c onsistent with t.te calculations carried out 
__..-"") 

by Dr . Placze~I am sending you both enclo sures so t hat you mi aht 
......... 

put them before the April meeting of the Spe c ial Advisory Committee. 
~-'1-vjl ....... ~-;::f-C!.:./ 

If the Committee~· .. wanty a co py of my deta iled paper ~h:wn 

~;'Pit.e~ . .compos-ed..Df.,..-car...bon-B-n.d....,.ulua.ni~ I should be 



Letter to 
Dr . Sachs 

V"-l-.._...;.:_ 

- 2 -

glad to send ·a phot-o·...;:st-atrio-·cd'}ty< on request . 

LS/JC 
ENG. 

Yours sincerely , 

(Leo Szilard) 

April 23 , 1940 



Dr. Alexander Sachs 
c/o Lehman Corporation 
One South William Street 
l ew York City 

Dear Dr. Sachs: 

420 West 116th Street 
New Yor.;: City 

May J /}, 1940 

Our work concernine sy...,t ... ns compo..., ed of' carbon 
and uraniU!!l has now reached a sta,c:;e at v1hic~1 it seems nec­
essary to organize a lar ·e scale experiment . Only through 
actually carrying out such an experiment cai"'l it be demons­
trated beyond doubt that a nuclear c" uin r eaction ca.'"'l in 
fact be maintained in a system compose of' carbon und 
ura.."1ium. 

Since it appears necessary and urs~nt to obtc..~n 

certainty in this matter \ 'JC esire to stn.rt or7 c.nizing a 
large scale experiment. This ex Griment wo·wld r equire 
about 100 tons or graphite and p rhapG 10 to 20 ton0 o 
uranium metal. It, would also require elaborc..t,e .cchQ..."1.isms 
designed to stabilize the chain reaction end to co..fo.:;uard 
against overheating and the possibility of 2-n c;~p:..oBion .. 
RcaliziP.g that this is an enterprise "IIVhich mc.y r equire to 
its conclusion an expenditure or $ 200 .. 000 to $ 500.000, 

we propose to carry out this project in successive stuses . 
If the results o tained during t: e f'irst stage arc sc.tis­
factory, then the expenditure nec essary for the second 
stese vrould appear to be justi:fi d., and tho second st~e 
could oe started according to schedule 9 etc . If this 
procedure were adopted, then the expenditure \"lOUld gradu­
ally rise parallel to the increas6 in our nscura.nce of 
the smooth functioning and final success of the laree 
scale experiment . 

In the first staee 'Ne would propooe to c:1rry 
out a general survey of' all nuclear constants involved 
with a view to con:firmill8' the values previously obtained 
and to narrowing down the limits of experimental error 
of the observed values of these constants. A successful 
conclusion o:f this survey would strengthen our assurru"lce 
of th~ ultimate suc cess of the experiment c.nd would en­
able us to find the optimum conditions for its per:fo~­

ance. Concurrently with this s ' rvey , certain otne r work 
would have to be done in order to prepare the ground for 
the experiment. Such work would include the designing 
of constructional details, the carrying out of technol­
ogical tests on samples of materials which have to be 



- 2 -

used in large c:uanti tie"' in the 1..11 tiL."la.te c pcrimcnt, and 
obtaining bids for the manufacturir~ of such ~atcri~l in 
the required quality ~~d quantity. An oxper.dituro o1 
$ 50.000 \'!Ould p~obu.bly be cu:'ficicnt to brin~ i..~lio .fi:-st 
stage in the or.:aLizc..ti.on o:.t the l:n'.S~ sc.:t.lo cxpc-rh -;cnt 
to its conclucion, so that 30 ~culd be in ~he pcsltion 
o:f entering into the s .... cv:tc stc_eo o'f the wor ~, provided 
that the rem.:lt o .... the proponcd surve:,r of the nuclec.r 
constants io fuvorc::.blc u In. this .second nJL.~c the e.:-: cnd­
iture would gradually rise and r.:ight reach a total or 
$ 500.000 by the time vihen the larce scale demonstration 
experiment vlill be cor:1plcted. 

If a fund wore set up under the direction of 
u board of trustees who had the confidence of the Govern­
ment, as sot forth in the letter by Dr. Einstein that 
was v,rri t ten follo·:lins his convcrnationo with you and read 
by Dr. Brigbs at the mcctii0 Ol. April 27 9 Dr. Fcrmi and 
I would be g lad to accept the reononnability for car!"'J­
ing out this vJOrk under tho direction of such a board, 
and would be pleased to have . our v1ork supervioed by a 
smal l committee o:f scientists 'lho might be entrusted 
vd th the task of u.dvising the board. 

I n my person<:1l opinion~ it would be advisA.blc 
that the proposed small commit cc of' scientiots be left. 
some latitude in devotine, as \'JUS suggested at the lnct 
conference, up to 25% of' tho total c;:pcndi tuz-e for invest­
j_gating the possibility of a f'a~t neutron ::-e.:::. tion . It 
is further .r.1y personal opinio'l t.c.t 9 if the study o· th-1 
separation of' the urani n isotope v;ero to be included in 
the pro[;ram of' \'/or:, then Dr. Urcy of Columbia und Dr . 
Beams of' the University of' Vir.::;inia ought to be asked to 
accept the responsability for the direction or coordin­
ation of this line of' ·work in ... c.he sar:te way in which Dr . 
Fermi and I are prepared to take upon ourselves the re~­
ponsabili ty in connection v1i th the worl<: on commercial, 
unseparated, uranium . 

Yours sincore ... y, 

signed: Leo Szilard 



IN REPLY 
R&I'I:R TO 

F.I D, .iV-a 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

MANHATTAN DISTRICT 

OAK RIDQIE, TIENNESBIEIE 

m.o- ?¥o/-~-/.:,-6 

~~s~ 12 December l9ll4.. 

c/ -c-L-As_s_1 F-1 c-AT_I_o r-~· eM~ caL Eo \ 

Date --~~/__?/_~-~--------- \ Dr. Leo Szil ard, 
Metallurgical Laboratory , 
Chicaeo, Illinois . 

Dear Sir: 

Fer The Atc:nic [ n.::rL~' .Go mm:ssion J 

I 
e.;<)-~:._..· ~/)) cR\ ---------------------------! o:rc::tor, Ci •:is:o :1 c.l C:J.· s'f ic::: ti on 

---~--....- ..._ ~..._ ..... ..._ ...... -· .... .._.._ ...... -~---

cieference is made t o your le t t er dated 30 November 1 944, 
relative to drafting of a supplementa l agr eement t o your contract 
rJo. Vi-7401-eng-156. 

Your s uggestion as to a r evisi on of the payment t er ms t o 
provide f or a payment of ·;:i4 , 000 prior to 31 December 1944 and t he 
balance before 31 March 1945, has been considered and it is not pr ac­
ticable to arrange such t erms at this late date. Hhile t he wor ding 
of t he contract i ndicat P- s t hat you pr esumably r eceived payment of 
t he total amount of ~;15 ,417. 60 on 3 December 1942, I can furnish you 
with a photostat copy of the paid voucher "I'Th ich indicat es that pay­
ment was actually made 21 Hovember 1944 . This will be suffic ient evi­
dence of date of payment and can be used in whatever manner you wish. 

l.'fith regard to your desire to a ccept a lesser mnount , it 
is suggested t hat you accept t, e checks covering payment in f ull, r:.ow 
in the possession of Captai n l.:cKinley, r ea Engi neer. dhen you deter­
mine t he exact amount of t he excess, it is requested that your per­
so~al check in the amount you wish to return, drawn to the order of 
the Tre~surer of the United States be forwarded to the undersigned. 

It .is hoped the foregoing meets with · your approval. 

For the District Engineer: 

r J ,::- r, 11 1944 
A .. .., _ P.M. 

I ~ ·· 9 11 0!, 1 ,'1?1'. 1~ 1 ~1 .. ~~ 11 1 

~. 

Very truly yours, 

Gr~ 
C. VANDEN BULCK, 

Lt. Col., Corps of Engineers, 
Assistant. ~~f)~~ 

:i5SJ9 

\ 
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,f' LEGAL PROCEDURE 79 

ac-knowledging the fact that the law "really" has no subje~t 

matter of its own the word really was meant to be a quah­

, fication . The law' after all does have something which be­

. longs to itself and to. no other science, and this is the organi-

~ 
b1ion of its institutions and the way in which they act. In 

1tho widest sense, this i~ what we mean by legal procedure, 

and procedure is both for laymen and lawyers one of the 

' first things that come to m~d when the word law is men-

tioned. · 
There was a custom in ~ncient Normandy which re­

mained in force until quite recent times in the Channel 

Islands, despite the vast changes in .social, legal , and polit­

ical life that have taken place since the days of Rollo and 

~ Robert the Devil. It was called the c/ameur de haro, the 

"cry of haro." Any person who had a claim or grievance 

could seek the presence of the duke, and dropping on his 

knees and lifting his hand, cry out "Haro, haro, I have had 

wrong done me." If and when this happened , the duke was 

by custom bound to hear the petitioner's plea at once and 

do, or arrange to do, him justice on the spot, or as soon as 

was possible. 
It seems to be insuperably difficult to disabuse the general 

public of the notion that such a system, adapted to our 

conditions, to ' be sure, is quite feasible and that it is only 

· the interested . conservation of lawyers and of the vast 

body of court personnel which lays stress on procedure. 

' Even those who have in mind the difficulties that are in­

i volved in determining what is just, or legally right, are 

' qui te sure that legal procedure puts a large number of un-

- necessary obstacles in the way of achieving it. 
Evidently the only situation i'n which it is necessary 

to set legal procedure in motion is when there is a dispute 

, about what is just. This dispute is never on an abstract 

pJ'ane. What is just or right in the legal-sense has never been 

determined, as in the case of ethical , religious , or philo­

sophical doctrines. by discussions between authoritative ex­

ponents in the fie ld on the basis of general concepts. By its . 

very nature, law requires us to deal with a particular situa­

tion, to wi.t, what was just in a particular dispute between 

· John and Richard , and what is just to demand of either or 

both of them as a consequence of that particular situation. 

Unless there bad been or unless there is now a controversy 

between John and · Richard, there would be nothing for the 

law to take bold of. Whether some general idea of justice 

will or will not be involved-nearly always some such idea 

does turn Ol,lt' to .be involved-the prilnary use of the Jaw is 

·to dete~e whether ' !tichard had in vast. tim~ acted 

c~ ~ c ~ • -..6 I , ~ , 

'.:.f p . (• '=;;.,.!:; • ~.. ~ \.j:W. 

' .. 
I 
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80 THE LAW AND YOU 

rightly, that is, with legal justice, toward John, and if he 
had not, how this fact is to be remedied or how such acts 
in the future are to be prevented. 

Why can't this be done simply, somewhat after the 
example of the cry of haro? John complatns to some com­
petent authority who, as an expert on legal justice, ought 
to be able to decide at once whether John has been wronp;ed 

· or whether his claim against Richard is just, and once this 
is decided, get redress for John either from Richard or from 
some public agency. 

But of course even the most determinedly prejudiced 
lay observer would on slight reflection realize that before 

I anyone, however COmpetent Or expert, Can determine Whether 
Richard has acted rightly .in the situation John described, 
it is necessary to know whether Richard acted at all or 
whether the situation was not quite different from the one 
asserted. ' 

It is this latter determination which is the main task 
of legal procedure. Since this is so, clearly before the court 
can do anything, it must investigate the situation John has 
presented. And as its first step, the court must get in touch 
with Richard . Indeed, although we began by saying that the 
determination of the fact must precede any question of what 
is just, that is not quite true. A fundamental question of 
justice lies at the very beginning of legal procedure, to wit, 
the requirement th11t somehow Richard must be brought 
before the court. No man must be condemned unheard. Noth-
ing must be determined unless both §ides have been given 
an opportunity to present thei r conflicting views, not 'Of 
what is just but of what has happened. 

c--~~·· This . has always been one of the great stumbling blocks 
of any system of legal procedure. To one sense, when there is 
a dispute, the determination of the fact is quite impossible, 
strictly speaking . . However promptly John complains, it is 
a past fact that he must bring before the court, and in many 

. instances~ a long past fact. Knowledge of the past for those 
,who did not experience it can be derived only from infer­
ences, which must be drawn from the statements of those 

~ who did experience it and from such vestiges of the past 
events as are sti ll observable. 

So far as the actual participants are concerned, they 
must depend on their memories for their reconstruction of 

J 

the past. How precarious a basis this is for any accurate 
reproduction of the past need not be insisted on. Even at -~ 
best, on the assumption that John or his witnesses observed ) 

· carefully and correctly and that · they remembered with the 
' -. utmost fi<;lelity, it is evident that they can have noted only 
1 \ some of the circumstances and not all 'of them, ·and it is 
! \ ,further: evident· that .only in rare instances does anyone's 

I 

..... 
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DEPARTMENT OF B IOPHYSICS 

D!'. T! t"::oJon ~c; 
';ni -L~l · ~·:i t:r o 8olc-c·aco 

J ea r 'l'ed : 

UN IVERSITY OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICI NE 

.4200 EAST N INTH AVENUE 

DENVER 7 . COLORADO 
·-I 

Si~ce s FPin~ you last week , I have given a great deal o! thou~ht to our sit1.eation r elative to Lir . Szilard . "y thinking :'lad to come to a 1--:ead mor e or less yesterday Yri1en I he ld my monthl y session vrith '"r.Y key adT'linistrative people . 

First , as I am sure you kno>: , I - m very sy:npatnetic to tne i e s relative to Szilard that you have in :r.ind , and I most s:L'1cerely v1ish t hat the resources necessa r y to carry out t r1ese ideas :rere readily at :and . I have written to Le o expressin~ t he hope t hat ,. e raioht z.;et together in Chicag o during t he day on October 29 . .,hen I see him and t Link out loud ·.vi th h i m onc e more , the f ollovri ng ·,yill al , ost have to e my line of r easoning : 

(l) That we are r.1ost des irous of hav i ng hi:1 with us on a full ­tiJ11e basis . 

(2) That I can well appreciate that t :'l e ti.me has come ·:rhen he feels he ca'1not stay lon;::;er in his present s ituation . 

(3) That we also are a'1xious t :,at ::1ot'r.in£ happen to deprj.ve us of t he sti-:r.ul atinh association vrith Dr • . Ie iss . 

(1,) That t he resources ,-1e c essary to placinc h im on a full - time te nure basis are n ot in si[;ht at the present ti· e and t~e only i rxned i ate hope I can see of obtaini ng t hese resources vri ll depend upon t r:e outcome of the for th coming Legislative session . 

( 5) That I "t ish I could be honestly hopeful of a sicnificant in­crease in Legis l ative support t his cominG vrinter . ·:.e will be deal· Df2" .rLth t 'r)a same Le islatur e t h i s t:i.me r1s last . \To increases v;ere fort':icomin.:: last tir.!e , and ·Nh i le I t~ink we will ol)tain some increase t his year, I :tm :ear .ul tha t t :1e amount we will gain will :'lot per mit any expans ion of pres ent faculty or progr am . 

(6) That I ·would like t o hope his situation fo r next year \'!itn Br andeis University vrould be s uch t ha t our pr esent a r range:nent c ould cor1tinue so that w·e cou l d deter mine vrhet her the outc o;ne o f next fall 's election a!ld the attitude and interest of t he resulting Legislature vrou.ld be such that 1:e c o1..<ld obtain tr1e additional Legislative support we need . 

( 7) That in t h e event t his nevr Let;isla ture lets us down , even t hough Szil a r d mit:.h t find it nec essary to set up tenure at the new Dr andeis University, vre could still keep an arrangement in effect t hat vrould br ing hi m to us frequently . 



Dr . Theodore Pt:.ck - 2 October 17, 1953 

I realize th:it , with jllstific -cion , yot~ feel that V1e :'1iversity 
should increase tbe amourtt of its support to your depar~~ ~t , , rticularly 
to t e exte1t th~t rrould per~it you to add r . Szilard as a p .r manent sta~f 
mer..ber . I think you realize that as fast as '.Ye can, this support is being 
increased , )Ut whether or not it can be incn·ased en ouch to meet your desires 
as far as Dr . Szilard is concerned vrill depc:-1d upon developments . 0'1ly time 
will tell if developments ca'1 ta}:e place soon enour.:h to keep Dr . Szilard f r om 
making a er manent nove to Nevr T"nt; land . In tl"Je event that worse cones to 
worst and both Leo anc Gertrud slip f r om our g r a sp, we nill certainly make 
every effort to see that t he a:~ount of mo'1ey now ear- lTlLlrked ~or Szilar d can 
be kept intact so that he can still visit us periodically• 

Sincerely yours , 

.lard :Uar ley 



O F F I CE O F THE PR E S I DEN T 

D_ • Leo 5zi:c.!'Ci 
:unt: 1 s Crm·.~ ·:ouG ::._ 
120 ··.est llot~ . .::u:-.:.ct 
.Im·: York, : (;' Ym·k 

ear Dr . zil.::..rd ; 

BRANDEIS UNIVERS I TY 

WALTHAM 54, MASSACHUSETTS 

I Yrti ted u:1til ,.o·:: c.o vrri t(; to yet.: <·...,-....... b ~-t....:>e = i.:<:..d to ,;.:c. c~cc:.._ · ,.c"" fo:r <:.he 
stc:..tener:t in tr.i::; l tte::: . .. e y;.;... •. -u ver-J :r.;:..c':'! tc br::nr; you ~.:r·.::: , :o ... ;:,roG ha;e a 
;,;rE:o.t deal to t;ive to a your:'-> scl.o:::._ li.:e .... :~o.:-cc~::; . =:t ... :; ::-.• t:r.d..., rsta'1d:i..'1C t,hc:..t 
y o' c o l d obtain a lec:.ve of absc. ce ~:-o'" t::-.~ . iw•r ·:::. -cy o: v:·..ic<:t;o 0. id "Gb.:..t you have 
been cor:si der in[; par t t · r:..e service _.;..or u s cL... ir.::; tho:; j_r s t ye:.:r . 

I f you c arr.e on the days ·,·:!".c~ ; .. <:~.x =.c:-ncr i s ere , 2J;'.e l y , Trn::r::::c<J.:T c::r.d Frjc.~_,r , I ·::ould 
recof.1lne .d the profcssor"hip c.t. c. s.:.lc.:ry of ,;9 , 000 J. or this .:>"'~'t t~~e service . ·.c 
shot.<.ld expect y ou to he~n us in plar::.i:Jt; the ne..,.r s cience buildin:; , a •. :i I .-::'.0'\ !:-r • .::.t 
our ~C..C lty vrot.<.ld be vcr;_,' ::-::t..ch interested :i..'! meeting ·wi th you yrJ.er.evcr po.., ::;ible tc 
explore your su:bestio:Js ·;::i th re~crer:ce t o the science C\:rricu~"J..i, . ::-0c: incticc..tcd 
great · nterest i . counseling sowe o: our students •.·.no Y.'ish to s. eci:.~ ize · r: trc 
sci en es . One cour se of your OY.n ·::e woul d eA-pect you to t<J.l<e , ar~d I 1 ov; th.::.t 
y o v10u ld hc:.ve pleasure in gi vine it . 

::aturally, it is our hone that in the follo'::ing year you co1:ld cur..c "c.c J.S for ;;ood 
and .;ive t.. s a fuller rr.easur e of yourself . The bc:..se salary fo-:· ful:!.-t::.r~.e crvicc 
f or y ou vrould be ~~12 , 000 . 

iil ~ o:f: the:se .atters ;·ro-..:ld have t o be appr oved b:r '!:.he Jo2.r o_ -:;:-- G.S"G::!es , but this 
letter ind:.cn.tes th.::Lt you. can ~o o the assu1nptio . thc.t this is wila"G . .:rc.nce:::..s ·;;ould 
hc:ve to offe r . I am re:::.lly very e<::er nm to clinch our ne;otiatior:s , and : 2.. .• 

hopeful that >vithin a y;eek or so v;e ca n h &ve defini te vrord fror.r you . 

l!{i t h a ll bood v:i s hes , 

Cordially yours , 

t'1{~ _j) ~ J 

. ,. ~~ . • _,_, . ;:)achar 

AI.S :rms 



To 

FROM 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

DATE Hovember 18, 1952 

Pro essor Leo Szilard DEPARTMENT Radiobiolo~y and Biophysics 

IN RE: 

DEPARTMENT Biologi cal Sciences 

V!ith reference c;o our recent conversation i v; ch you 
contemplated wi thdraning from the 4E contract and to the 
request t. a.t you be informed o t.he salary in case :rou 
accept a 3(} appointment J I have discussed the 11atter '::i th 
Vice - President Harrison and •·1 · .;ree that a one t;·wusand 
decrease or an an.Ylual salary of ..?9 ,500 wo1Jlci be ap ropriate 
under t ese circumstances. 



DEPARTMENT OF BIOPHYSICS 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
c/o :W..r . Spanel 
International Latex 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York l , N. Y. 

Dear Leo : 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 

4200 EAST N INTH AVENUE 
DENVER 7. COLORADO 

Aueust 23, 1954 

Corp . 

On my return to Denver , John Benjamin tole me that you had discussed v1i th him the letter ·which I had left iere for you, and that. you ·Nondered whether I had meant to hint t 1-ereby ttat there vvas to be any change in the arrangements which we had previously discussed . I am most sorry to have given any such impression . Undoubtedly, i t was due to t'1e l:aste with which t he letter was vn·itten before I e;ot away . The inforw.ation therein contc.ined was simply that which l had transmitted verbally to all the mem­bers of the depa.rtrr.ent , in order to acquaint tr:em with the current situa­tion, and also to help induce everyone to exercise every possible economy in the work of the coming year . 

I still hope that you can start ex1J'3rimental work here this year , and am still expecting to find f·unds for your assistant, if you do. I am not discouraged by the current outlook; hovrever, these uncertc.inties are ones which I thought you should know about . My personal fe elinqs at the moment are, as t hey were, that unless something unexpectedly bad hapnens, the currP.n-c, arrangement vv:i. th your half- time appointment is safe. Similarly, unless something unexpectedJy good happens, I think it would be most diffi­cult to get a full-time appointment in the near future . 

I hope to see you at Cold Spring Harbor, where ·we can discuss this more in detail . In the meantime, I am sending this out as soon as possible in order to correct any wrong impression I may inadvertently have given. 

I t was good to see you in New Mexico . 

With all re gards , 

Theodore T. Puck 

P.S. 'lie are reimbursing you for the equivalent of travel expenses in connection with your l ast visit here . .Mrs. Weaver will mail the check at t he next pay period. 

TTP:hvr 



,801 ELLIS AVENUE 

TEL.EPHON£1 MIDWAY 3·0600 

1r . Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th S~reet 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear 11r . Szilard : 

- ' 

THE U VE SITY 0 C. ICAGO 
FOUNO CO BY JOHN 0 ROC,.;EI'"CLLER 

CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS 

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROllER 

AUG 1.2 1~oA 

Under authority granted by the Board of Trustees o The 
University of Chica~o, t~e Chancellor has adjusted your appoint ent 
effective July 1, 1954 to the following: 

Professor of Social Sciences o indefinite tenure 
in the Division of the Social Sciences on a full ­
tL~e basis from July 1, 1954 with salary at the 
rate of ~:ao, 500 per annwn . 

This is a four-quarter appointment (4S) as described in 
University Statute 16. 

This appoi~tment cancels a d supersedes your previous 
appointment as of JQ!e 30, 1954 . 

If you vJish to accept t~e appoi!'ltr;,ent , please sign your 
name in the indicated place on the enclosed duplicate of this notice 
and return at once to the Office of the Comptroller . 

The receipt of this acceptance will be requi ed before 
the appointment is effective. 

Very truly yours , 

THE Ui: IVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

1\"0TE.-All academic appointments to the staff of The University of Chicago nrc subject to (1) the provisions of the Statutes 
of the University as adopted or amended by the Board of Trustees, and (2) any reductions in salaries that may be enacted by the 
Board of Trustees. 

ml 



Office of the Dean 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE DIVISION OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 

July 12, 1954 

Dear Lr . Szilard : 

I am glad to set down belovl 1ma t I understand to be your responsibili­
ties as a full-time menber o~ th~ faculty of the Division of the Social 
Sci ences . 

l. For the year begin.'1ing July 1, 1954, you will have no responsibility 
to take up residence in Chicago . I understand t : at you will proba.bly 
study recent advances in micro-biology. I ta·e pleasure in contempl at­
ing that a great physical scientist joins Chicago 's social science group 
in order intially to devote himself to biology . 

2 . For the years following, we vlill wor- out to o·ur nutual satisfac­
tion, from year to year , a pro ram defining i·rhat period of the year you 
shall be in residence on the quadrangles . You wish to define tris period 
as not exceeding three months in any one year . I see no need now to set­
tle this question, since it must obviously be deterr.rined from time to 
time in the light of your interests and desires and t he University's needs . 
But I can nevertheless give you now the following assurance: t he Univer­
sity will be satisfied Hith three months of annual residence provided that 
the University considers your activity while not in residence as being of 
substantial service to the University, to scholarship or to the public 
interest; or the University receives income under your 4;:.; contract \vhich 
it deems to be satisfactory, or both . 

i-Ir . Kiinpton, in Hhose office a car bon of this letter will be filed , ha.s 
approved this state ent. Both of us look forvrard vlith pleasure to your 
long- term affiliation with the Division of the Social Sciences . 

I:r . Leo Szilard 
The uadrcmgle Club 
'l'he University of Chicago 
Chicago 37 , Illinois 

EG : gl 
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Ur. R. Gustavson 
Office of the President 
F ao ul ty Ex:c hang a 

Dear Mr. Gustavson: 

October 12, 1945 

Mr. Szilard asked me to send the inclosed letter 
to you. He ~ould like to talk to you 'about it when he returna 
to Chicago. There is considerable background to thia matter 
which is not revealed in the letter attached. 

lours very sincerely, 

Sao retaey' to llr. Szilard 



October 11, l94S 

llr. Robert. Redfield 
Division ot Social Soienoea 
Facult7 Exchange 

Dear llr. Redfield& 

Could you please persuade Mr. Shils to drop 
a n'Wilber ot his classes as soon as possible? The reasona 
for t.hia request. are t.he same aa the ones stated in my 
note t.o JLr. Hut.ohina concerning another member o! )"'Ul' 
Division. 

Very ainoere.q youra, 

Leo Sz1larc1 

. . 
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flrgonnr .Rational 1CaboratOQ! 

OPERATED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

9700 SOUTH CASS AVENUE 
ARGONNE, ILLINOIS 

TI;LEGRAM WUX LB ARGONNE, ILL. CLEARWATER 7·7711 TELETYPE TWX ARGONNE, ILL. 1710 

January 31, 1961 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Enrico Fermi Institute for 

Nuclear Studies 
5630 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Enclosed herewith are six (6) .Manhattan Project letters and memoranda, 
listed below, which are now declassified: 

1. Letter dated 7-4-45, Szilard to Cohn 
2. Undated Petition by scientific personnel of Clinton Laboratories 
3. Letter dated 7-19-45, Szilard to Compton 
4. Memo dated 7-24-45, Compton to Nichols 
5· Letter dated 8-27-45 , Murray to Szilard 
6. Letter dated 8-28-45 , Murray to Szilard 

In addition to the above, there are also enclosed four (4) other Manhattan 
Project documents which a review has indicated were previously declassified 
and in some cases published in whole or part. These are: 

7. A petition to the President of the United States dated 
7-3-45. This was declassified in 1957 . 

8. A petition dated 7-13-45 (Appeared, in substance, in the 
publication "Atomic Quest, 1956"). 

9· Memo dated. 7-13-45, Daniels to Compton (The substance of this 
document was published in the February 1948 issue of the 
"Bulletin of Atomic Scientists"). 

10. Undated "Petition to the Administration of Clinton Laboratories" 
(This document was mentioned and the 2nd and 4th paragraphs 
were quoted verbatim in the publication Atomic Quest). 

These documents were transmitted to the AEC for declassification review some 
time ago. They have just recently been received f'rom Harry S. Traynor, 
Assistant General Manager, AEC. 



Leo Szilard -2- January 31, 1961 

Please note carefully the following paragraph which Mr. Traynor 
included in his letter of transmittal: 

"It is suggested that if any of these documents are publicized, 
that the names of the individuals therein be deleted or their 
permission be secured to use their names." 

I am pleased that these documents have finally come through and I am 
sure that you will be. 

With ·my very best personal regards. 

Very truly yours, 

ARGONNE NATIONAL lABORATORY 

HDY:dh 
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T HE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCH OOL OF MATHEMATICS 

~~ ~·~ · 

~ tS'~f'"'· 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

JJ. . ~ ' :.~ <'~ ' ,. "'1 N'M,.(}.N.. ' I ~ ,a....ct ~-tq 

~~a t\ 



/ 

1 l 

UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

IN REPI...Y R EFER TO: 

C:CLM 

Dr. Leo S zilard 
The 'Uadrangle Club 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

WASHINGTON 25, D . C . 

October 4, 1956 

Attached herew:i. th is an addi tiollc'll group of documents which 
were discovered and for;.rarded for clearance. We have reviei-red 
them., declassified them, and are returning same for your files. 

1. Letter da ted 12/12/44 from C. Vanden Bulclc to 
Szilard, EIDMV-a. MD-7401-eng-156. (Secret, 
Defense Information, undocumented) • 

2. ~-PA-7084., letter dated ll/15/44 frCITl H. E. 
Hetcalf to Szilard. (Secret., Defense Information, 
Copy lA). 

3. Memorandum from A. H. Campton to Szilard dated 
10-7-42. (Secret, undocumented). 

4. MUC-LS-i¥1 - 11Memorandum on Metallurgical Proble1r1S 
Connected with the Power Unit 1-lhich is Cooled by 
Liquid Metal 11 dated June 12, 1943. (Secre·t, 
Defense Information, 2 pages). 

5. Draft '11Proposed Conversation with Bushn dated 
February 28, 1944, Part I. (Unclassified, 9 pages). 

cc: Dr. w. C. Johnson 
Dr. H. D. Young 

Sincerely yours, 

"--.. -. 

0/ ~)~~ 
""t : L. Marshall, Director 
Division of Classification 
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CHICAGO 80, ILLI N OIS 

15 November 1944 

To : Dr . Leo Szilard 
From : H. E . ; etcalf 

In accordance wi th your telephone request 1 took the matter up with Capta i n Lavender on supplying you with a copy of your December 3 , 1943 contract with the deletions rendering the contract non- secret . Ca ptain ~avender j nforms me that onlY the Manhattan District can supply_you with such copy. 

H. E. i~~etcalf 
Lt . Col . C. E . Adviso r on Patent Watter s O. S .R . D., Cticago Group 

HElll/Sd S 

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED 
Date ___ t!j_fJL-!_-!'_~-------
For The Atomic Energy Commission 

~- K' "YJ__. _ _. -!!::.d~~~L!!.~~ 
! Direct«, DivisiGn cf Clm·li~ 

G7t~7H 

------~· _ _...... 
~ ____ .,._.__ .... __ ... 
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