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Dear R, 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
·ay 27 , 1950 

This is in reply to your letter which you addressed jointly to belo and me: 

The way I see the situation is this: M1en you come over here, you will, within 

a few months, see whether you are able to earn a satisfactory liviill in your 

special field. This will probably depend on the way the trade is organized here, 

of which I know nothine:., and your ability to make friends . I think you v.1.ll 

find that everybody will be helpful since this is the general attitude towards 

refugees from &trope of your sort. I do not think it should take six months or 

a year for you to know definitely whether or not you wish to stay here. Whether 

duri05 that period Lolo will be able to paint, I do not know, tut it is ~uite 

possible that he will not. 

There is little doubt that you could earn a livins here many ~ays outside 

of your field of specialty, as everyone v.ho is sufficiently flexible end free 
~ 

of prejudice can do. But that might easily turn out to i nvolv]fxore worK and ~ ~~ 

less pleasant way of llvinJ than your pre~ent situation. I un erstana that your 

own field of Sf.J eCialty might mal(e it necessary f or you to live in one of the bi g 

cities-New York, Philadelphia, or Los An5 eles. 01 these three, Los ADoeles is 

probably the most pleasant , ut ha s a ver.; different way of life to which you 

might not be willin5 or able to adjust. Ne1 York is pleasant enough, except in 

July and Au~ust, but it is a big city ·.-: i th all the limi tations that thc t involves. 

I think in the circumstances, it Ytould be ·, ui te ir:: ortant f or you LO make 

arranbements in France which would permit you to return if you wisL to do Go. 

I would probably go as far as kee • .,ing your apartment, at le< st for a number of 

months, and you might even consider letting Lolo come over here on Au5ust 10 

and defer your departure until you have satisractorily com 1eted all your work 

in Switzerland fo r which you h ve contracted. 
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I assume this would enable you then to pick up ai'ter six .onths about where 

you left off, i f you wish t-hen to return to France and Std 'Jzerland . In this 

respect I cannot bive you any advice , since I do not have enou6 h information 

a.tout your si tuation. I o not Kno , f or instance , how lon.., it v;,ould ta.c6 you 

to become a French citizen if you stayed there , which I assume would be uselul 

in th e loDJ run. 

If you come to America, you can become a citizen ~ithin ive years, and ~ven 

up to that time, you will h ve ractically all the rights of a citizen. I think 

that while an economic set-back in this count17 is possible, a major de~r~ssion 

here is unlikely since there is a general tendency to resort Lo 5~verr~ent 

expenditures and a mild inflation ~henever it i 3 necessury to avoid a depression. 

There is also an increasing tendency to take cc..re of older people by extending 

the system of Social Security to more and more catcguries. I t is possible, f or 

instance, that they might extend this sy s~em to University professors , and that 

those who retire after haviDt, only 18 mon1.hs under the system of Social Security 

will get the f ull benefits after 65, v.rhich amount to about t?O a onth. This 

amount in itself will buy very little in America; but sinco i:, woul:1 be additional 

income t J whatever income from savinc.s he mun has accumulatea , il will make a 

l ar.:;e ifference for those who retire in t e next fe,. years . 

It is uite conci§ivable that if you and Lolo e re sufficiently i lexible and 

if you work in one trade or another v:r ich is under Socia Securi cy fo r & l.imi ted 

period of tirr.e , you mi.;ht be oble to come under the >.>OCicl E:ec..1ri ty S~'Ster 1 
Mlj, 

whict would enable you to be le2 s concerned about savino ar:y t .ire ir, the next 

five or ten years than you othArwi~e oue,ht t o l::e . I have not investi&ated this 

matter, however, and do not know very much a1ouL it. 

The 4uestion of my attitude towards Lola's eiminc. \dll in &ll p ·obabili ty 

never a ise since in p1·actice wh· t I can do for hi11.1 v1ill prob&l::ly be deteroined 

by the following circumstances: 



In the position I ho.ve been holdifi6 since th e \'<ar, I ha ve been e rning very 

little. 'Ibis position is quite secure, but. I have to "retire 11 at 65, tha t is, 

in thirteen years, and ou~ht to save eno%h t.o 1Je abl~ to live on my savings 

(assuming a li1 e expectancy of · bout fifteen years, when I reac! t he: a~., e of 65). 

Because of my low income, I have not been able to cave anyr,hin"' ' but I ha d rather 

to draw on t h e r·ather small savir15s which I had accumulated ' urino the war when 

I bad a hi6 her salary than I now have. 

In these circumst&nces, I made i t a principle if I ha ve to hel) out in an 

emergency to matte it a loan ra r,her than a gift, repayable e:; t th e time wh en I 

have to retire. Tnere are , of course, emergencies and needs to extend assistance 

where thii:l principle cannot apply, buch as, for instance, if it is a quHtion of 

supporting my father· , etc. Ho ever, if it is a '-iuestion of helping a y ounger 

person <5et started or even emiddle-aged person to establi&h himself, I think the 

principle should be applied. It is vossible that my income mic.ht become .,reat:.er, 

but whether it actually \il l is dif.!.'icul t. to predict . 

Bela's situation is somewhat different, but not very much more Sb.i..isfactory. 

He has been in th e last ye~rs con~istartly earning considerab l y moe than I have , 

but he also had a number o1 ubligations and was not able to save up anything worth 

mentionin0 • His business is noL very secure--r ev .. oi suet ::>n..al bu · i nesse are 

secure in America--and his business den:ands 5rt:~::.t i Lexibi..L..i.c.y, cunstant inc.enuity, 

and hard work . He is burdenecl wiLh certain S}Jecial expenditures for his family 

which iill protably go on ror a number 01 years . In ao.aition t.v r,: ese special 

expenditUl·es , he idll have to ::.ee Johnny through wo more years of law school and 

Andrew tLrou.;h some ten more years oi school and colle15e. Because oi this general 

situation, I think you can look to Bela 1or every J?vSsibla hel in ir.'Ying t o estab-

lish youselves here , but I aoubt very much 1.. ..at you ou15h 1.. to l ook for him for 

enabling Lolo to continue ldo pain t.ing here durin5 the J.n r. erim ~ eriod while you 

are tryi!lG to establish y urselves or that you ought w look ior hi ior help 

enabling Lola to make occasional trips to Pari s to maintain his contbcts t here. 



4. 

I Bela had no other obligations which had to t ake rececience, I am certe in 

he would b e very glad to do this for you, but in w.y o.-·inion, l:.e does he ve ruch 

oblit,etions. 

I f you find tb&t y cu can establi sl·· yourr.el vew her-e , j n you:· s_. e.c ia..L ty 

you might earn enou,;h to arrf!!l;!e your lii <tnd Lolo 1 s t .ne v.a.y you wi sh t o a.rrang e 

it. You may Col.!!lt on my h elp and Bela's help in any emergency, but i i you a re 

ab l e t o earn enough , you ou.;h t to save e. reasonable amount i n good ti, es in order 

to ha ve bOrne r eserve in less ~ood time, and k eep down as far as ~ossible the 

emer g encies in w! ... ich you may neea outside 1e.J_p . 

I am certein tl:t3t i.;~ you f ind thk..t you would rather r e turn t France , v.e 

shall f in ' th r; money to en,,b l E: you to u.o so . I nci e:nt<Jlly, I ~ o rL. ot t o Sci tl1at 

you Ylill not be able to tlo n.uch tmmrds explorin5 your pos s ibiliti es ove, bere 

in Alibu~; t prior to Septeruter 4, since .Au~ust is vacation time and many · eople 

do no t re turn t o their offices until September 4. 

1 am sorry tl!B t this lette1· is not wore encourac.in6 than i 'L .::.~ , but I 

believe it ie only fair to you t:;, be told all the fact ... s0 :.ha t you cc:. n b[•Se 

your decision on facts r a t.l~er t ban uncertLin as s um tion ~ . 

I f you are crossir>-c; in A115ust, you will pr-obebly 1:-_.,ve <- K~ :moo t h sea, bu t 

-chis is never certain, e n you l at bett'"-r t ake with ;o 2 sef.t- sickness r medy , 

dramamine, whid, you can obtain over t l ere on doctor ' s ;Ue acri. tion. I ~ i s ui te 

excellent and will almost certainly kec1J you free 1 ro n "'eu.- bi ckness . 

Yours, 
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Care of or Apt. No.~-------------------::-----'=",;=:.-.:.....c::!~"'-:--=c:------c~~ 

S~tand 

Sender'$ name and addrus 
(Fqr re/ormu onl11) 
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RECEIVED AT 64 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK 4 . AT IJ CT27 H!ii.fr/ STANDARD TIME 

?liaRCl. 
HBS/CI SZ 5592 VEVEY bl/59 2bTH 1915 ~ 
NLT SZILAFtD 888 WESTEND AV 7 C NEWYO~KCITY 
WAER.E SEHI\ ER,FR.EUT LEO ZU TR.EFFEN _STGP -·WEGEN AR.BE I TSVER.-
PFL I CHTUNG UND VI SA BESCHAFFUNG R.E I SE SCHWER.L I CH DUI\CHFUEHR.BAl 
VOR. 22 WAEHR.END ICH AB 29 GANZ FR.EI BIN STOP ZU EI\R£1CHEN 
JEDEN SAMSTAG SON~TAG VEVEY TELEPHONE 54067 JEDOCH IN 
WOCHENTAGEN A6 10 IN LANGENTHAL TELEPHON 60832 TELEGR.AMMADR.ES! 
LEHSA STOP NACHR.ICHT ER.61TTE MOEGLICH 1\ECHlLEITIG KUESSE 

R.OSZ I 

T I h HA 2 1811 To 11ecure prompt a.ctlon on inquiries , th is original RADIOGRAM should be presented &t the office of e ep one: DOVer • . RCACOMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In telephone inquiries quote the number preceding the pla.ce of origin. 
J:o urm 1U TA 28-R 
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1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
March 13, 1952 

Mrs. R . Detre, c/o Mrs. Wachtmann 
124 West 55th Street 
New York, New York 

I just received the enclosed which I am sending on for 

your information. Please drop me a line to let me know 

whether Mr. Sonnenberg c:iroy:ed in or not so if need be 

I can thank him. 

Yours, 
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'. 



Mrs. Rose Detre 
1291 Fairfax 
Denver, Colorado 

Dr. Leo Szilard. 
The Quad.rangl~ Club 
The University of Chicago 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Please find enclosed. a check for Forty-Three 

Dollars and Fifty-one Cents ($43.51) retmbursing 

you for the drugs which you have sent away. 

Leo Szilard 



Mrs. Rose Detre 
1291 Fairfax Street 
Denver 20~ Colorado 

Dear Rose: 

3 January 1962 

Many thanks for your letter of December 21st. Call me 

collect when you have had your examination with Bloch. 

I expect to leave on Friday, January 5th for the West 

Coast and shall be away until Janaary 23rd. 

I am enclosing the current version of my Speeeh. You 

might read this and pass it on to Joseph Korbel. You may 

tell him that in principle I would like to give a talk in 

Denver but I would have to do it at the same time as I give 

a similar talk at Boulder. However, it would have to be ar-

ranged at 'Short notice - say three weeks notice. I would sug-

gest that he drop me a line so that I have his name and address 

and I will then call him over the telephone when I am ready 

and he could tell me whether he could fit it in. 

Leo Szilard 
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