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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of ....... W.lW. ... 1.�......... .. ..... Report No . . M.H.� ... -..... J. .. �.�.��.h..� ... .. 

Patrol Conducted by . .. • �J.�.���,..� .. fl.,t>..O .. ./��-·H.�1 ... �.eL.t...A.��P..A ... . 
Area Patrolled .. .  J.�A��V.A.P4SIL .... C.�l.!.� .... 
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans ... .. .. � ... ! . . � .. . 

Natives ........... ... � .. . •.�··· 
Duration-From . . l.�;.i ... /19.�to.2f.;JQ.j!9"U?. 

Number of Days .. . . . ...... 7.Q ... (..T.9���\... ........... .: ........ . 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany? ....... . P..��·.Q., .. .. . � L 
Last Patrol to Area by-District Services . . M;.f' ... ./191�. 

Medical M .. ;.( . ./19�� 

Map Reference ........• (.C .. �'M ... S.M� ... .J....... . ............................... . 

Objects of Patrol. .... \"·'� .. Ct•k' .. \. .. . Q.Mi1t� .. . ftl4'9�.t .. L.ti1..4 ...................... . 
................................. AtlllW."9.\la.•.�: .. #IA..�"·�· ................................................... . 

Director of District Administration, 
PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, i:!�ase. 

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust F md 

$ ... 

�········ 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of... ...... ...... in:;·,.!.: ... ��f'I"K., .Report No .. ! .... 1 .. :'.'. ... P.IY. .::'.' .. P.: .... ��� .. Y.9..� .. J�t 197 /71 

Patrol Conducted by ... . .. . Ad .• ."!"Jh.11);..e;' • •  .O.QP.,. . .,.,;?J,.?'.r.f.: .. , .. Y.J'.,J.l-! .. .9.IT.W .. ,T:.� .............. . 

Area Patrolled ..... . 

Patrol Accompanied by Europt>ans . .. j;�:O"··:·
,j:]'i 

Natives . . .. . . . . k .. �� ... J.��::.;B.�. )1,.P .•. � .• . �L.��"�·· 

Duration-From.�.9 . .j. ... e. . .;19 . .'7.1, .. to ... . .1 . .j. .... e,.;19 ... 70. ncl � ;/8/70 to fl '10/70. 

Number of Days ... . . . '�-�T. .... �Y..J.'7.0.L .... :\'.':'! ....................... . 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany? .... . . .... .. ¥. .. ;'.;,. •............ 

Last Patrol to Area by-District Services .. . 1J . .j. . .. 5. ./19�5 .... 

Medical .. '.:!.J. . .j .... :i . .j\9\15 .... 

Map Reference ... . M.A)'. ... JP.:Xfi� . . .. . 1 .. ; .. Z50.oOO ......... . 

Objects of Patrol...fJ-�···l!��i·::;t>., ... :'fT''.;:..-�-� .... . 
I .I 

· . .., ....... . r,.··-- ········:········· · ................. ,r·················· 
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Director of District Administration, 

PORT MORESBY. 
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Forwarded, please. 
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Amount Paid for War r 'Tlage Compensation .... $ ............... . 
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA & NE. GUINEA, 

PATROL REPORT. 

Report Number. 

Sub-District, 

District. 

Council/Non-Council Area. 

Patrol Conducted by. 

Designation. 

Area Pitt rolled. 

Personnel Accompe.nying Patrol: 

Duration of patrol, 

Date and duration of last 
D.D.'I. patrol to area. 

Objects of Patrol. 

Total population of Area. 

Map Reference. 

Village Population Register. 

Green River No. 1 - 1970/1971 • 

Aalanab. 

West Sepik. 

Non-Council. 

A.J .Hazlewood, 

Assistant Patrol Officer. 

Idam Yapsiei Cen•us Division. 

Iwo Wahan - Aid Post Supervisor. 
4 members of the R.P.&.N.G.C. 

D ... te out - 1 9/8/70 
Date :in - 21/8/70 

Date out - 23/8/70 
Date in - 28/10/70 

Total of 70 days, 

24/5/65 to 24/7 /65 = 65 days. 

Initial Census of part of Yapsiei 
river area. 
Census Revision of Idam river area, 
and part Yapsiei river area. 
To compile Area Study of Idam-Yapsiei 
Census Di vision. 
Consolidation of Administration 
Influence in area. 

1 835 

May River 11250,000. 

Enclosed. 



19/8/70. 

20/8/70. 

21 /8/70. 

23/8/70. 

GRT::EN RJV •'R PATROL R";PORT NO, 1 jb) OF 1970/71. 

0400 
0715 

0830 

091+5 

1100 

1800 

PATROL DIARY, 

- Final packing of patrol gear carried out. 
- Tractor left for Dio River with part of 

Patrol eq_uipment, and fuel. 
- I denarted Green River by motor cycle for 

Dio River mouth, arri ved 0915, tractor 
al'rived at 0925. Gear loaded on to canoe. 

- Sent single canoe (poVlered), down Sepik 
River to fetch outboard motor left at Maha. 

- Depa1•ted Dio River, travelled up the Sepik 
River. Using double canoe. Both 35HP and 40 
outboards giving trouble. Wate1• pump broken 
on the 40, The 35 repaired. Slow progress to 
Kobararu. 

- Arrived Kobararu, decided to make camp. Cargo 
left on double canoe with three men attending. 
Slept Kobararu. 

0730 - Made ready to depart. 35 HP outboard giving 
trouble. Motor runs, but gears have jammed. 
Drive shaft loose. Tried 40 HP, going very 
slow as I run worried of over hea"ting, 

1130 - Finally departed Kobararu. Stopping every now 
and then to cool engine. 

1330 - Arrived at Isu village. Village deserted. 
Canoe unloaded, gear put in rest house. 

1 500 - Double canoe departed for Green River. Two 
policemen and I stopped at Isu. 
Slept Isu. 

0800 - All morning spent re-packing patrol gear, 
1530 - Helicopter arrived ex Green River, I went 

with Mr I.Smitmanis A.D.O. and pilot, we 
followed the August River (Yapsiei) looking 
for Namauwe and No. '2' Rafin villages. A 
woman having been murdered, Seve�•al landings 
made, informant found, impossible to land at 
scene of crime. Investigate on patrol, I 
returned to Green River, arriving 1 800. Aerial 
survey o'f roads tomorrow, resume patrol on 
23/8/70. 

0930 - Departed Green River with Officer in Charge, 
Mr I.Smitmanis (Assistant District Officer). 
Tractor to mouth of Dio River. 

1 !j - Arrived Dio iver, fuel and eq_uipment packed 
on to double canoe. 

1300 - Departed Dio. One engine caught fire, 40 HP 
only used, ut the third motor, a 20 HP was 
found to be useable. Floth wRter pumps 
repairen, 

1 B15 - Ar1•ivec1 Iim, PEttrol geAr unloaded, and pAcked 
ln rest house 
Slept Isu. r.-ct 



2L�/8/70, 

25/8/70. 

26/8/70. 

27/8/70. 

r 
0930 - Depa1•ted in dinghy for Biake and Kasetau. 

Informing councillors of next Council 
meeting, Also trying to get carriers for 
the Yapsiei patrol, Returned Isu, 

11 i 5 - �r���;, .. e�o 
u�e!h�/�r;��l�i�:r 

n��i��jtll':� • 
Tried to repair Council motor. 

1600 - Contact made with Amami.b via Souad Call, 
Slept Isu. 

-

0630 - Lance sent do1mstre&.m to get carriers frcrn 
t e village of Kob8.raru. 

1030 - Canoe returned With seven men. Mr Smi tmanis 
and I sortlng out and mixing fuel, and still 
trying to repair the Council motor. 

1 300 - Some carriers taken by powered canoe up the 
Yapsiei, will pick them up tomorrow with any 
ext1'a men that they have recruited, Returned 
late afternoon to Isu, will move tomorrow. 
Slept Isu. 

0830 - Departed Isu. Canoe low in the water due to 
la1•ge cargo. Yapsiei water level is very low. 
Progress is very slow, many hidden t1•ee stumps, 
I travelled by power::d dinghy. Late morning I 
became ill, vomiting, etc. 

1315 - Dinghy left at the hamlet of Koktibi, as o.r.c. 

1620 

0645 

1430 

1655 

0800 

1630 

OflOO 

1 ... 30 

Green Mr Smi tmanis, is walking up to Census 
the Wauru village. I continued upstream on the 
double canoe, Yapsiei splits into two main 
branches, one is iifficul t to navigate, Tried 
the other branch, now very difficult to ffiA.ke 
progress. Mans rapids. C& oe tangled on tree 
submerged in water. A dangerous moment. But 
quick thinking by policemen savod the day. 

- Made a river camp at the mouth of the Gwin 
River. Slept Gwin Camp. 

- Eight men sent upstream to Ileis village by 
canoe, taking up rice and rations, salt etc. 
Double canoe sent downstream "'°" � -
to pick up o.r.c. Green st Koktibi. 

- O. I. C. arrived, Broke camp, 8nd travelled 
upstream to Ileis village, P. very slow trip. 

- Arrived Ileis, Rest house repaired, made camp, 
Slept Ileis. 

- Work started on building n new police rest 
house, My leg has novr become very swollen, 
with dark blue blotches, very painful to 
walk, Receiving penicilin, Shotguns sent out 
to find food. Talks with Tultul and Luluai. 
Told to fetch people absent in bush, 

- No contact made with Amanab, Tried, but to 
no avail, 
Slept !leis, 

- People have not all arrived f'rom t1e bush, 
impossible to Census. Still having trouble 
with my leg, v'lork continues on with the Rest 

ouse fo•• the pol 1.cemen<.. 
- Some people arrived from bush, rest of tl-te 

r>e01)le will ar ive tomorrow morning. trc� 
Slept Ileis, 



3/9/70. 

4/9/70. 

0800 - 3ome people still c.llsent, o.r.c. will census 
in the a:rternoon. l1ien sent out to try and 
shoot a pig or cas-S'awar•y. '.l'he rest worked on 
the new rest house. Ini'ormal talks with people. 

1650 - O. I .C. Green started taking census, when this 
was .Linished he q1we Poli ticnl Education talks 
etc, These finished at 11:140. Medical treatment 
civen, One man with his root nearly eaten away 
b a t ropical ulcer. Vlill need to be amputated. 
Ref'used to go to Aid Post. Plenty of food 
bought. Sago and banana. F'ish plentyf'ltl, 
Slept I leis. 

0700 - Men staPted bailing out water from canoes and 
repairing patrol gear :ror early departure. O. 
I.C. departed by dinghy, I travelled by canoe. 

0930 - Departed Ileis. Progress ve1•y slow, many rapirls 
nnd exposed logs, plus shallow waters. Canoe 

early �pset at one point , one canoe full of 
water. Nib items lost, some rations got v1et. 

1L�15 :.. Ari•ived at mouth of' the junction of Bowye and 
Yapsiei. TPied to dry i-ice in the sun. Having 
made camp on the river bank. Camp made under 
canva s�. Squad Call contact with ..Amanab.,no news. 
Slept Bowye River c&.mp. 

0700 - Equipment made ready for patrol to Bai te. !lest 
of' cargo to be sent upstream to Inmai village. 
O. I.C. and I to depart Bowye River, with two 
policemen and twenty carriers. Rest of cargo to 
go by canoe to Imnai. 

0930 - Crossed Yapsiei by can oe ,  then :followed a f'aint 
track untill we reached the junction of the 
Bowye nnd Baita ivers. 

1400 -Declded. to make camp. One pig shot. Rations 
issued. Slept junctj on of Bowye and Bai ta, 

0845 - Depa1•ted bush camp. Followed faint track until\. 
reaching another f'oi-k of' the Bai ta Rivel', Then 
cut a bush track f'or twenty mlnutes, following 
the course of the Bai ta. ten walked up the 
river bed. 

1030 - Arrived at one garden house, six people present. 
Waited for cargo boys and interpretor to arrive, 

·1100 - Talks with people. Decided to camp here. People 
sent into the bush to fjnd the remaining people, 
Plenty of food brought for purchase, mostly taro 
and banana. Will census tomorro w, 
Slept Baita. 

0730 - O.I.C. Green dep,,rted to f'ind his dog, and check 
on the gardens of' these people, to see that 
there are no sick people being hidden, 

0900 - I took census, difficult, as the interpretor is 
not a very good Pidgin speaker, Two absent, 
having gone to the Aid Post at Idam, A total of' 
27, medical treatment was given, and I gave 
the peoule informal t.Rlks on the work o:r the 
l'.dministration. 

1130 - o. I. c. Peturned. Tnf'orm11l talks with people. �i��V 
B
�!°U�od bfought. Dog found later. 

0830 - DepfJrte<l Baita f'or• Imnai. Track very f'aint J.n 
pH.rts. L'lrge swamp sect ions. These roads are not 1rct 
usf:.1 ve1·y often , hence they r Pe overgr01m, � 
1mcl . w1··mp sections hl've aot been linetl with 
timber. 31011 progress due to lack of knowledge 
of correct route. i rr•i vecl ImnaJ 1300. 
31P.pt Inu1a1. 



5/9/70. 

6/9/70. 

7/9/70. 

8/9/70. 

9/9/70. 

0800 - Talks with Luluai and Tul tul of Imnai. Most of 
day spent in repacking and check ing patrol gear, 
tins etc. being packed jnto rucksacks, f'or 
easier carrying. 

1330 - The interpretor to be used in the headwaters of' 
the Yapsiei arrived by raf't. His name is 
Bagarapi, he comes f'rom the Wuru hamlet . It was 
dif'ficul t to get f'ood f'rom the Imnai' s, and they 
were not very holpf'ul. A 11 car� boys paid in 
the af'ternoon, most of' the Isu s to return to 
their village, they are river men and cannot 
carry •1ery well. The Kobararu' s end Wauru' s are 
proving to be good carriers. Recruit tomor1•ow. 
Slept Imnai. 

0800 

1700 

0800 

1845 

0800 

1015 

1330 

0755 

1220 

1545 

- Informal talks most of' the day. Const. Arapi 
reported sick, excre�ting blood. Will have to 
be sent back if' 1 t continues, check tomorrow. 
A littl'l food bought again, one wild pig shot. - O.I.C. G1·oan taking census. Finished at 1840. 
Talks given by Mr Smi tmanis. Medical treatment 
given. Slept Imnai. 

- Had planned to depart today. But Mr Smi tmanis 
decided not to, torrential rain all morning. 
River is in flood, tracks are under water, and 
the Imnai 1 s reluctant to carr•y as they have a 
feast arranged for tonight. I worked on the 
Vll'i ting out of new census sheets. 

- Councillor of Kobararu brought in another line 
of people which h ad not been censused. They were 
from the village of Lawai. Mr Smi tmanis talked 
at great length to these people, it would appear 
that they are residing in iVest Ir1an. 
Slept Imnai. 

- Further talks with the people of Lawai. Total 
of approximately seventy people. Sick policeman 
Const. Arapi, dispatched by canoe for Green 
River. 

- Cargo ferried across Yapsiei by dug out canoe, 
powered ceno<e having left us at the Bowye camp. 
Most of cargo carried by road, two canoes took 
the rice, salt and sugar, plus two of the heavy 
patrol box's. 

- Made camp on the banks of the Yapsiei. Vlai ting 
for the canoes to arrive, they arr1ved at 1430, 
We no1� have a line of over forty cargo boys, the 
use of Ghe canoes has helped us cut our numbers 
down a little. 
Slept under canva sf;. 

- Departed river camp for junction of Vluru and 
Yapsiei. Good walking track, although it would 
appear that the track is seldom used. 

- Arrived at junction. Took a further forty minutes 
to carry the cargo over the Yapsiei River. A 
strong current made it a difficult ta sk. 

- q�noes arrived. Rice was soaked, when one canoe"'"" 
apset. Small group of' people found. Made camp. 
Bought food from these people, they are the ine 
of' Bagarapi • 
. )lent River Side. .rel: 



10/9/70. 

11 /9/70. 

12/9/70. 

13/9/70. 

1 l�/9/70. 

J 

0900 - Started to cross th e Yapsiei River w .ich is now 

in flood a ter heavy r9in over night. Completed 

crossing by 1005. Cutting road untill 1110 until\ 

t e junction of' tho '.'!ogE>rnbe and ·apsiei vms 

reached. "!ai ted for the CA.noes to arrive to recros• 

the Yapsiei, n.nd trnvel up the 'Vagsre.bQ.�. Arrived 

1155, all effects carried across. 1,\ade camp at t e 

junction of t e sumka and '\'ogar:i.ba• rivers. Good 

site -f'or .,irdro-p. n.ound clenred for bush camp. I 

walked around the locri.l g raens, md visited the 

hFmlet of �mfmv1e. Info ed them of the proposed 

census tomorrow. -Poo ir. plenti 1, taro and 

b!"nana. 
Slept Su'llka c. mp, 

0800 - Continued clearing camp site. Good site for rest 

hcuses. 

1 �·00 - Age.in visited Msnauwe hamlet, and also all the 

garden houses, reminding them of Census, and to 

bring in fresh local foods. 

1730 - Arrive back at sumka. Talks with Mr Smi tmanis. 

Namauvie's arrived at 1755, toolate to Census. 

Advised them that we v1ill censes tomorrow roorning. 

Contact as made Yii th Amanab at 1630. Pood was 

plentHul. , lot of' T.p' s, treatment given. 

Slept Sumka camp. 

0800 - Cargo boys .from Imnsi paid and ser..t back to their 

village. Had proved to be un 1illing workers, and 

l'lere causing strife vii th the other carriers. 

0900 - Census taken. These people t!l
;tated to the 1\lra. 

ha mlet. Sorre fri ghtened by ift0 presence ond hid in 

the bush. Further medical treatment given. Some 

cases of' yaws. InformAl talks, etc. 

1415 - Continued with writing out new census forms. 'lork 

st rtea on building two big canoes to take us back 

down the Yansiei River, when this urea has been 

fu.llY patro�d. 

Slept Sumka camp. 

091 O - Dep9 rted Sumka for Raf'in o • 2 • vi llRge. ',!alldng 

over little used track. J.!any streams to be 

crossed. Large taro gardens. 

11 5 - :rrived Ro.fin. Carriers arrived 1250. Informed 

people of' Census in afternoon. oo plentiful. 

1700 - Census taken by Jlr Smi tmanis. Followed oy tRlks. 

0830 

0915 

09lfC 

Slept under ccnvas� n Rafin No • 2'. 

- Carri .rs from I ogarab�• flJld Re.fin aid. Informal 

tnlks with t 1e vills.gers. Then I had a talk to 

Kapso Meharabe, who was suspected of killing his 

wife. 
- Kapso 1:-eharabe arrested o.nd cautioned. All of this 

vies done tmder the guidance of Mr mi tmanis. 

- Depa1'ted for· the scene of the crime, a large house 

built on the ground known as Bubrieri. ApproJ:, 

seventy minutes walk. Questioned Sowan1mi Duanabe 

one of the witnesses. Later returned to Raf'in. 

- Contact tried to be made vii th Amanab - fuiled, 

- Spoke to t:vo other witnesses, Isokie.mea Vlokamavea 

and Dov11hilobai Dowesabi. Told them that they 

would be required to go to Green River. 

Slept Rof'in No • 2' • 



15/9/70. 

16/9/70. 

17/'i?/70. 

18/9/70. 

19/9/70. 

?0/9/70. 

2' /9/70. 

800 

0730 

1 700 

0800 

0830 

14.00 
1630 

0815 

1345 

- Te lks ni th people, «ncl finished collecting census 
names. Packed and departed for Rafin No '1 ', 

rrived at 11./+5. Viulking easy, but trar:k had to be 
rs-cut in parts. Th e crossing of the Yapaiei took 
a long time, as it was chest high. Some of the 
srr>-'lll streRms proved slippery. Hamlet has seven 
houses. Word sent out for people to come in. Rest 
house in poor state, tent sails erected. ·Plenty of ����

t 
t�

a
��

n 
b��sl;t;i. also village pig. 

- Police sent to check the level of the Yapsiei. Very 
heavy rain in the night. Still waiting ""or the 
villagers to come in. Several peop le arrived from 
the Telefomin area, from a village on the Fuk 
River, they wish to settle in Rafin. 

- l.!r Smi tmanis started t,q]{ing census, medical aid. 
given, followed by instructive talks. A l"lrge 
quantity of fresh food bought. 
Slept Raf in '1 '. 

- Police sent again to the Yapsiei, heavy rain in the 
night has increased the flow of water. Decided to 
wait unti:U. tomorrow. Started building new rest 
houses. If rain continues, have decided to go back 
to 'llagaraba� and reach the Sogonga area by another 
route. Food not so olen tiful today. 
Slept Ra:fin '1 ' • 

-
- Departed Ra:fin. Following the Yaps iei. Due to being 

miss informed we have lost a day, as it would have 
been possible to do this walk yeste1'day. Track has 
been little used. Difficult walking in parts, steep 
sloping hills and slip�ery tracks. 

- Made camp under canvao;. 
- Tried to contact Aman.ab, no contact made. 

Slept under canvas+. 

- Departed. Difficult walking, slippery tracks. Still 
walking along the Yapsiei gorge. Finally arrived at 
the Tabu River. This was crossed at waist high. 
Some more rugged country followed., then crossed 
the Yapsiei River. 

- Made camp on the banks of the Sugonga River near 
t e hamlet of' Barubi. Plenty of taro bought. 
Slept Barubi on the hanks of the Sugonga. 

071 5 - Departed camp and arrived at the main Barubi hamlet 
at 091,5, carriers arrived. ot 1050. lost of the walk 
following the river, very slippery in parts. Food 
y1as very plenti1'ul, census tomorrow. Another hamlet 
close too. I will W>Jlk to thio hamlet and census 
tomorr·ow, Lfr Smi tmanis will census the Barubi' s. 
T,arge quantity of foorl bought. 
Slept Barubi. 

0815 - Departed Barubi. Follov1ed the Sugonga River, 
cutting across many tribut&.ries. Slippery walking. 
Vfotrabenebi iamlet is situated on top of a very 
steep hj lJ. One lnrge comnunial house, plus 
11nother smell one which belongs to the I,uluai. Sick 
persons treated, and I took census. Followed by 
normal talking topics. Then departed for Barubi, 

1350 - J rr·i ved hack at Barubj. 
1630 - Contact made vrith Vanimo ond Amanab. Airdrop ,rel 

Thursday. 
17 0 - llr 3mi tm ·1j_s took census of Barubi 1amlet. Medical 

r0id given. Followed by tulks, 
3lept Barub i. 



22/9/70 .  

23/9/70. 

2V9/70. 

25/9/70 , 

0730 ' I departed from Barubi, for the Sumka camp on the 
Wagarabai. Mr. Smitmanis stopped behind to try and 
contact Amanab. Later I found out that no contact 
was made. Follo1ted river bed for two hours, then 
started tc climb. Climbed for just over an hour. 
This mountain took 2;4 hours for the carriers to 
climb. After reaching the summit, there is a very 
steep decent, One has to follow: a very slippery 
stream, which has large boulders. Very difficult for 
carriers. Made harder lay mossy growths on these 
boulders. Reached the Wagarabai river, several 
re-crossings made. 

1 500 - Decided to mw<e camp on the �s of the river. 
Carriers arrived at 1 71 5 .  Heavy rain at 1735. 
Carriers from Barubi in poor condition, suffering 
from there first attempt at carr;ring cargo. O.I.c. 
to try and contact Amanab on Radio tomorrow. 

0800 - Radio contact made with Amanai. Mr. Smitmanis to 
return to Green River. Whilst O.I .C. contacted .Amanai, I 

walked on to the Sumka camp, arrived 0930 . Most of 
day spent preparing the camp for proposed air drop. 
Excess patrol equipment made ready to go !lack to 
Green River with 0 .I.C. Large pig iought. Food still 
plentif:11l. Am surprised, as whilst the main party 
visited the upper Yapsiei, fifteen men stopped at the 
Sumk:a camp to lluild can �s. Try and contact Amanab in 
morning. 
Slept Sumka camp, 

0530 - A nasty awakening. Kapso the prisoner has escaped. He 
has been with the patrol since his arrest at No. 2 
Rafin. Apparently he slipped his handcuffs in the night, 
He was supposed to be watched iy four policemen. I 
departed at 6600 into the bush, to see if I could find 
any sign of his escape route. Mr. Smitmanis stopped 
behind, as he wanted to make contact with Amanab. 

0800 - No contact made with Amanai. Meanwhile I continued my 
search, All the local people were contacted, and I 
told them to bring· in their axes, lush knives, bows 
and arrows. As I did not want Kapso to get hold of any. 
I found his tracks, but they they stopped at the edge 
of the Wagarabai river. Searilh kept up all day. Airdrop 
site completed, but no airdrop as promised. Spent alot 
of timis with the villagers, suggested that they help 
me find Kapso, Mr. Smitmanis t• depart tomorrow by 
powered canoe/• This arrived about five days ago, to 
bring up another policeman. 
Slept Sumka camp. 

0500 - Early rise agai11.. Patrol gear not required packed onto 
the double canoe. 

0615 - Mr. Smitmanis, witnesses and interpretor departed, 
0800 - Tried to make contact with Amanab - failed. Work on 

airdrop site to improve its surface. 
1 1 30 - Airdrop made by 206 Cessna belonging to Aerial Tours, 

A 100% recovery, All paper wrappings of money advance 
burst, so I had a few hours of counting and re-wrapping. 
My own food was lladly knocked aiout, Tried to adjust 
radio, could be battery trouble. 

1600 - Tried to contact Amanab till 1 645 - no luck. No news 
of the escaped prisoner. I had given the llamlet of 
Namauwe a day to try and find him. Will mount a full searct 
in the morning, but there is a very large area to cover, 
can but try. Namauwe villagers have run away too. Four 
dugout canoes are ready for ouJr trip downstream. 
Slept Sumka camp. 



26/9/70. 

27/9/70. 

28/9/70. 

29/9/70. 

0715 - Canoe made ready to take the Luluai of Ura, and his 
pepple, back to their river side hamlet. Paid them 
for the work that they had done on the airdrop site. 
They departed at 0845. Carriers from the Sepik will 
take them down to Ux·a, and will then bring th'.t canoe 
back to the Sumka camp. 

0900 - Departed with two policemen and an Interpretor for 
the P.afin area, as thiE was the scene of the crime, 
and Kapso could well have returned and h d in this area. 
Visited all the gardens in the Rafin area, whilst 
doing this, I contacted nine of the Namauwe 1 s who 
had run away. I explained that I wished them no harm, 
apparently the Luluai of Baru'bi had told them that I 
was going to arrest them all and send them to Green 
River. Hence the mass exit. Gave them to'bacco, and 
tried to win there confidence. Finally agr•e.d to 
contact the rest of there group, and bring them back 
to the Sumka camp. Interpretor stopped with them. 

1815 - Arrived 'back at the Sumka camp, rations issued, as 
no local fresh food available. 
Slept Sumka camp. 

0800 - Carriers sent out fishing, other men sent out to find 
game. � waited at the camp for the Namauwe•s. Spent 
my time writing out census sheets. 

1630 - Some of the people arrived. 
1830 - Interpretor arrived, stated that most of the people 

were now back in the hamlet. Those who had arrived 
earlier I spoke to, asking for there help to find 
Kapso. Bought fresh food from these people too. Not 
a large quantity though, issued rations. 

1905.- OnP man arrived, informed me that Kapso, the prisoner, 
was at his house seeking food and shelter for the 
night. The man told me that he w�ted to help me, so 
I explained my plan to him and the policemen. He then 
returned to his house' ailout forty minutes walk away). 

1935 - I sent two policemen and some cargo iloya to this mane 
house, they surrounded it, and on the given signal, 
the man gra'bbed Kapso. He held him untill the policemen 
put handcuffs on him. 

2105 - Arrived back at Sumka camp. A twenty four hour guard 
to be kept on prisoner. Depart tomorrow for !leis. 
Slept Sumka camp. 

0545 - Arose and packed patrol gear onto douille canoe. 
0705 - Talks with the Namauwe 'a, Explained the workings of 

law and order to them, and thanked them for the help 
that they had given me. All villagers were given small 
token presents - all appeared happy and relieved. 

0820 - Departed for !leis. Using two double canoes, a single 
canoe, and five large rafts. I had tried to contact 
Amanab from 0800 to 0815, but to no avail. Our little 
convoy had many little happenings on our downward trip. 
Rafts br�ing up1 canoes filling with water etc., but 
we all arrived in one piece, if not a little wet. 

1550 - Arrived !leis, wet and tired. 
1615 - Tried to contact Am§nab untill 1645 - no luck. 

Bought food. 
2000 - Yasa, the interpretor for the !dam section, reported 

that there was trouble at his village, it appears that 
two women and two children have been kidnapped. Hia 
village is called Nigyama. By all accounts, some men 
from the May River area have done the kidnapping. Will 
inform the 0,I.C. at Green River when the prisoner goes. 
Slept !leis. 

0815 - Departed !leis for Koktibi, arrived 1145. One man from 
1'Z,O.- �i��e�o Aid Post, man with T.U. 



29/9/70.Cont. 1230 - Two policemen, plus prisoner, the sick man and another 

interpretor departed for Green River by double canoe. 

Rli:st of the cargo sent by carriers to Wauru from Koktibio 

:i:lad to use women and children to help carry the cargo, 

journey took one hour and fifty minutes. Hade camp. 

30/9/70. 

1/10/70. 

2/10/70. 

3/10/70. 

Food plentiful. '.i'old that the Agweisa' s had gone to a 

dance at Rafin No. 11' village. 
Slept Wauru. 

0830 - small line of Biromo('s came in for Census, they live 

close to the \'au river, infact there hamlet is called 

au9 Censused, medical aitl. given, follow<0d by talks. I 

then asked three of the Wau 's to fetch the Agweisa 's 

from �in No 11 '. Remaining cargo fetched from Koktibi. 

Running short of meat for carriers, went shooting with 

mwn from \Ya;.ru, was attacked by p�g at 111+5. Later, a 

man was attacked by a pig. I was lucky, my two dogs drove 

of the pig. However the man was not, being cut in several 

places, stitched �p by Aid Post Supervisor. Will be sent 

to Green Rivjr. Plenty of food available for pure ase. 

Slept Wauru. 

0715 - Some carriers paid, as they wish to carry.in the sick man 

to Green River. Shortage of carriers, will have to use 

women and children to help carry to Idam. 

0830 - Departed \7auru. Arrived at Idam No. 12' at 1105. The cargo 

arrived at 1150. 

1230 - All carriers lined. Those wishing to finish h�d there 

names taken, and sent to Green Rivsr to receive payment. 

Women and children from Wauru paid 40¢ each. Heavy rain. 

Talks with Luluai a"ld Tultul. Heard several complgi.n.ta. 

One illagitimate birth, mother had been talking of killing 

the child, informed hers of what would happen if she did. 

One man, who's wife has died, has run away with another man 

wife. Informed that no airdrop has been made at Idam lio. 

'1 ', so I am short of rations for the carriers. At the 

moment there is plenty of local fresh food available. 

Slept Idam No. 121• 

0800 - Spent most of the day planning patrol route, and checking 

and re-packing patrol equipment. Was impossible to do the 

census in the morning, due to torrential rain. 

1300 - Decided to start census, as rain has ceased. Finished at 

approximately 1530 hours. Id¥! includes the hamlets of 

Intibi, Isaguam nnd Beiou. 

1615 - People from the Yaseiru group e.rrived, they live near 

Wauru at the moment, although it appears that they are 

going to re-group. So"'e are building a new hamlet close 

to Idam, whilst others have moved into the Vlauru hamlet. 

Some are still living at the old Yaseiru village. After 

taking census of this group, the radio aerial was erected 

and I tried to contact Amanab. 

1715 - Settling complaints. Buying local food to issue to carriers 

Informal talks in the evening. 

Slept Idam No. 12', 

0900 - The Kaumifi group of people arrived, they live close to 

the Isaguam rh•er, they are one of the Biromo groups. It 

would appear that they have moved from the Western slopes 

of the Yapaiei range, where moat of the nomadic Biromo 's 

are found. Had to use a woman as interpretor, as these 

people have a different 'talk' than the people of Idam. 

1100 - Walked to Idam No. '1' village. Looked at the Mission 

airstrip - grass needs cutting. Also checked at the Aid Poe 

to see if the Orderly had any problema. Ustal pointa, plus 

difficulty in getting the people to carry in medical 

;��:1�::�w:��;5�
e���: ���� v��i��� on my return from the 

Slept Idam 11o ' '?! 



4/1 0/70. 

5/10/70. 

6/1 0/70. 

7/10/70. 

0800 - Started to recruit new carriers. Torrential rain most 

of the morning. Further talks with the Luluai and 

Tultul. These two men appear very keen. 

1215 - Michael Mera, one of the members of the team of local 

o f ficers in this area ( \Vest Sepik ) ,  who are giving 

anti T . B .  inoculations , arrived. He was escorted by 

two policemen. Travelled by dug out canoe from the 

village of Bisialtru, where the powered canoe had left 

them the previous day. There cargo boys paid by meo 

1700 - Informal talks with the village people, finished at 

1 840 hours. Normal topics , plus worries and camplaint s .  

Slept I dam No ' 2  1 , 

0730 - Patrol equipment lined . Carriers short, caused bj the 

arrival of policemen and Micha<>l Mera, which I had not 

anticipated. Plus eight men from Idam No. ' 1 '  had not 

arrived, later informed that they had gone to the 

mouth of the Idam river to wait for the recruiter to 

arrive , as they wished to work on a plantation, Due 

to not receiving an airdrop, I am short of rations 

for the carriers. So I ltought twelve large baskets 

of sago , this should last ·is for a day, and help to 

suppliment the following day. Twelve women employed 

to carry these baskets , 

081 5  - Finally departed I dam No , 1 2 ' ,  The route followed was 

a little difficult for the carriers. There was no cut 

road , one had t,� follow the course of the river, this 

proved hazardous at times, as the river had to be 

crossed and re-crossed on several occasiouso 

1 220 - Decided to make camp. Carriers arrived at 1 430. The 

Councillor of Isu and my domestic went out shooting 

with there shotguns , both having curre::,t license ' s ,  

Caap site prepared, and sails erected. Sago issued 

t o  the carriers, plus one pig which had been shot. 

Slept River camp. 

0740 - Departed for Nigyama. Again, the route followed the 

course of the river. Slippery stones , and constant 

river walking make the walking very uncomfortable 

for the carriers, 

1345 - I arrived at the village of Nigyama, carriers arrived 

at 1 640, the last pair arriving at 1745 . Made camp 

under canvase in the village. The route so far has 

been as follows. Walk up the Idam river, untill the 

point where the combined !rawo and Saeyaer rivers join 

the Idam river. Follow this section of water untill 

the two rivers split , then follow the Saeyaer river 

t o  its source in the mountains, Then climb a steep 

ridge , on descending the other side , one follows a 

smqll mountain stream, th� e is the source of the Bol 

river . Keep on following this river, it is then joined 

by the Whiana river. Later i t  is joined by the Seiwi 

river .  Nigyama is situated j ust befor the junction of 

The Bol and Mamiawi rivers. I found that food was very 

difficult to buy, so was thankful I had the sago. 

Slept Nigyama. 

0700 - Trying to re-organize camp , torrential rain and high 

winds in the night had played havoc with us and all 

of the equipment . A day of drying out I feel. Still 

waiting for some o f  the villagers to come in. So I 

continued writing out census she e t s .  Appears that the 

village is also called T�biabi and Sori, but I noted 

that the village site had been changed on several 

occasions. Henc e , these could be names of the different 

grounds, or sites . 

1 630 - Census taken, followed by talks . Some food bought . 

Mostly banana ' s  of very poor quality. 



7/10/70 Cont . 1 930 - Tall:s with Ilamare Biamwe and other village people . 
He is the man who has had his wives kidnappe d .  At 
2120 I finished ta.I.king to these people , but nothing 
of any significance was learnt . 

8/10/70. 

9/10/70. 

1 0/1 0/70. 

1 1/1 0/70. 

Slept Nigyama . 

0700 - Departed . Continued following the Bol river. Crossing 
many small streams - and walking , __ ong dried up 1·.ater 
course s .  Finally reached tb4 Yabu riv e r . Follow • J  this 
untill the junction of the 9.bU and Lau rivers was 
reached. 

1430 - Decided to camp a t  the junction of these two rivers. 
Appears that this area has seen many mineralogist s ,  
as several old camp sites were passed . Carriers 
arrived at 1540. Had been delayed for over an hour 
when some carriers had taken a wrong roa d .  It is 
apparent that progress in this area would be very 
difficult in the wet soason . Constant walking in the 
rivers with there sharp stones is taking its toll on 
the carriers . Many surrering with braised and cut 
feet . I had another adventure with a wild pig, again 
my dog came to my rescue , he however was badly rt u:Led . 
Food very short ,  plenty o� game in the bush. 
Slept river camp. 

0800 - i:lecided to camp another day here , and rest the carriers. 
Have bought two large so.go palms, carriers cuttin� and 
washing. Some men sent out to find fish, shotguns out 
looking for game. Sago should last us for two days . 

1 800 - Men returned from washing sago . Issued to men as rations . 
Slept Yabu and Lau camp. 

0700 - The Idam and Wauru carriers had a fight at night over 
food . Nothing serious . Settled by forming a committee,  
two men f:,.•of' each group, they will be in charge of the 
division o f  food to the carriers. 

0800 - Departed river camp. Followed the Yabu rive r .  Then 
climbed two small mountains. Heavy rain in the night 
had caused flooding, and made the going very slippery. 

1 045 - Arrived at the hamlet o f  A1 npli , this is the name of 
the ground, the village name is Umurtta .  Most of the 
villagers absent . Some are in the May River area. A 
nomadic group of peopl e .  Food is short, will have to 
move on tomorrow o 

1500 - Census taken, followed by talks on normal t opics . 
f'lichaei Mera gave inoculations, and wedical aid was 
given to sick. A total of Fourteen people absent . A 
small quantity of food purchased . Heavy rain at night. 
Slept Umurit a .  

081 0  - Departed Umurit a .  l·'ost of t h e  route untill 1 1 30 was 
spent climbing a range of mountains. Supei river had 
to be crossed, difficult , due to it beinp; in flood . 
Delayed for nearly an hour, as guide took the wrong 
road. Road wou:Ld be a good walking track when dry. 
But having a mossy surface,  the heavy rain made it 
rather treacherous. 

1 315 - Made camp at an old camp sit e ,  where three o f  the 
tributa»ies o f  the Sawa join. 

1530 - Carriers arrived. At 1 740 th<> Sawa is now in full 
flood. Hope that it drops by tomorrow. 
Slept Sawa river camp . 



1 2/10/70 . 

1 3/1 0/70 . 

14/10/70. 

1 5/10/70. 

16/1 0/70 . 

0755 - Departed Sawa camp. '.<iver still in full flood . 
Difficult walking. \Valketl. dor:nstream untill a large 
log was sighted , which was used to oross the Sawa. 
Sawa had to be c!'os:;ed on several occasions , made 
more difficult by the water being very dirty,  It was 
impossible to see where the big boulders were . 

1 1 05 - Arrived Wokumo , previously known as Kobaru. 
1210 - Carriers arrived. Many people still absent in bush. 

Sent out messengers. Tried to purchase foo d ,  but 
only a small quantity o f  sago and banana available. 
Issued the last of rice and tinned meat . 

1 630 - Took census.  All people present , several new namew .. 
Talks given. BCG inoculations given, plus persons 
with sores etc were givea treatment. 
Slept lokumo . 

071 5 - Depar ted for Idam No. ' 1 1 o Followed the &awa river 
for an hour, then took a bush road for Idam. Reason 
for this rout e ,  j � that the normal route of following 
the Sawa river untill it joins the Idam river is in 
flood. This route is seldom used , hence many parts 
had to be re-cut . One very steep mountain, }lost of 
the route is sw�y • A large proportion of the route 
was spent fol lowing small streams. 

1 205 - Arrive� at Idam No . 1 1 1 village. Learnt that an 
airdrop had been made after our departure from !dam 
No . 1 2 1 •  Unpacked rice and meat. 

1340 - Carriers arrived . Many men absent from the village , 
appears that they are still waiting �t the head of 
the Idom river, for recruiters to take them to Vlewak. 
Policemen to fetch them tomorrow. Food is pl.entiful, 
bought one pig. 
Slept !dam No 1 1 1 • 

0715  Q One policeman left in canoe to fetch absent men fro m 
the mouth of the Idam/Sepik river. Two shotguns sent 
out to find fresh meat. Lllter ret.urned with one pig. 
Started repacking patrol equipment , some to be sent 
back to G1·een River Patrol Post . This will enable me 
to cut down my carriers. Food plentiful, 

1 700 - Policeman arrived back with some of the a:en ,  the rest 
will come in in the morning. Some men sent t o  Wauru 
and Bisiabru to inform them of my forthcoming visit. 
Informal talks at night with the villa5ers . 
Slept Idam no. 1 1 1 •  

0900 - illlllm Remainder o f  the men absent yesterday arrived, 
1 000 - Started tc. t:a.A" census. Michael Hera gave B . C . G .  

inoculations, andiwo Waha:a gave medical treatment 
to those requiring it. 

1 1 50 - Finished Census. Informal talks followed. Hearing any 
complaint<> c.nd worries. 

�530 - Canoes from Bisiabru arri·1ed , these will take the 
two policemen back to Green River tomorrow. Canoes 
doubled in preparation for the journey. 

1700 - Further talks of a more formal nature, Spoke on the 
aims of the patro l ,  and also om political education. 
Bought fresh food for carriers rations. 
Slept Idam No . 1 1 1 •  

0700 - Cargo prepared and loaded onto canoeG. Other cargo 
lined and made ready for my departure to Wauru . 

0820 - Canoe departed with police for Green River Patrol Post, 
0830 - Deported for \'/auru , hope to census the Agweisa 1 s .  
1 1 40 - Arrived a t  'lauru 1 carriers arr.i.ired at 1 315. 
1 600 - B , C , G .  inoculations and med.:.cal treatment given . 

?lenty of fr�sh food bought for carriers, Informal talks. 
Slept \'/auru, 



1 7/1 0/70 . 

1 8/10/70. 

1 9/10/70. 

20/10/70. 

21/10/70. 

0735 - B . C .G . inoculations given t o  the people from the 
hamle t o f  l'lau. Mr. Michael Mera returning to Idam 
No ' 2 '  today to inoculate the people there, as he 
states that he i s  getting short of vacci.ne. 

0800 - Departed for Agweisa , following the Wau river. 
1 1 30 - Reached the Wai< hamlet. Consis�s of four very dirty 

and dilapidated houses. Continued on , passed through 
a large garden complex, then reached the Wau river. 

1230 - Decided to make camp, as the carriers are lagging 
behind, and according to the guide 1 it will be very 
difficult to find a camping site further ahead, as 
we will be entering a mountainous region. 

1420 - Carriers arrived. Camp site clea� ed, tent sails 
erected. Rations issued. Sent :iome men back to the 
Wau hamlet , asking them to bring in fresh native 
food iu the morning. 
Slept banki; of the Wau, 

0645 - Bought food from the Wau ' s  for the Carrie rs. 
0745 - Departed camp sit e .  Continued climbing up the Wau 

gorge, cutting a new road in parts, and following 
the water course in parts. After reaching the summit 
there is a steep descent, untill the start of the 
Aweisa stream is reached. Follow this domi untill it 
joins the Gwin river. 

1 1 30 - Arrived at the Agweisa hamlet , carriers arrived at 
1215. Interpretors sent out to find the villagers. 

1540 - People started to arrive. All brought in food when 
they arrived . This I bought. 

1 745 - Census taken. Three people absent. Talks followed. 
Medical inspection and treatment given. 
Slept Agrrnisa. 

0730 - Departed Agweisa. Heavy rain falling. Followed the 
previous days route. Quicker pace, due to road being 
cut and marked. Rain ct1ased at 1015.  

1350 - Arrived at Wauru, Carriers arrived at 1440 . Fooll 
purchased and issued. Two interpretors paid. Talks. 
Slept Wauru . 

0830 - Left Wauru. Good walking track to Idam ' 2 ' ,  arrived 
at 1 045 . Talks with th '  Luluai and Tultul . Departed 
at 1 120 for Idam No. 1 1 1 •  

1200 - Arrived Idam No. 1 1 1 ,  �riers arrived at 1 330. Mr. 
Michael Mera has moved onto Amto village. Food good. 
Slept Idam No. 11 • 

0830 - Departed Idam for Bisiabru. Canoe used to cross the 
small stream close to the Idam village. There is a 
very good walking track to the No 1 2 '  hamlet of 
Bisiabru, Whilst proc�eding down this tra c k ,  I met 
Mr. Gorden Nessit ,  who works for Mr. Cacal Ah-Chee. 
He was with a lady friend in a double canoe, trying 
to find plantation labour, At the 'lmall hamlet of 
Bisiabru, cargo was loaded onto canoes, and taken 
down stream to the large village of Bisiab:IN. Most 
of the cargo boys stood down, sent them to Green 
River Patrol Pos+- to receive payment , Will recruit 
new line. Food is very plentiful. Large supply bougght .  
Informal talks. Sick para<le and treatment . 
Slept Bisiabru. 



22/10/70. 

23/10/70. 

24/10/70. 

25/10/70. 

26/10/70 .  

081 5  - dHad hoped t o  take Census, but it is raining very 
hard , River Idam now in full flood ,  Spent most of the 
day trying to catch up on my book work. 

1 600 - Rain cleared up. Started taking census, Total 
population of 1 05. Some people are absent at Amto, 
will check on these when I visit the village . Alot 
o f  people have migrated ino Talks on usual topics 
followed, Plenty o f  food available .  
Slept Bisiabru, 

0730 - Checked on river, it is still in full flood, no 
problem crossing the river her e ,  as there are pleaty 
of canoes. But there is a very large river close to 
Amto ,  this is prone to fl,.ch floods, have been 
advised by village offici'als and policemen to wait a 
day. Decided to stay and rest. Luluai and Tultul 
wish to hold a danve, my domestic , and the Luluai 
took out their shotguns to find game. Most of the 
village people engaged in preparing food for the 
dance ,  Brought my census work up to date ,  although 
I have now run out of forms. Dance and feast at night. 
Slept Bisiabru. 

0800 - 6argo lined and made ready, Talks with people, to see 
if they had any worries or problems. Fine minor 
problems straightened out . But the main worry of the 
men was the lack of work available locally. 

090.5 - Departed Bisiabru. Crossed Idam river by canoe .  Very 
swampy section to be crosse d ,  then start climbing up 
a gradual mountain ,  which took me just over an hour 
to climb. Progress was very slow , as the road is not 
used. now . Never the less good progress was made, only 
hampered by having to cut the road moat of the way. 

15110 - Arrived Amto. Carriers arrived at 1 720, Plenty of 
food available for purchase , Told the people that I 
will census tomorrow, 
Slept Amto. 

0730 - Talks with Luluai and Tultul, telling them that I 
wanted all people presen t ,  They sent out some people 
to fetch all absent parties . 

091 .5  - Started Census. Finished at 1 035 . Still some people 
absent , more men sent out to fetch them in, as I 
explained to the people that I could court any one 
who was absent. Medical treatment given as required, 
Talks given on normal topics , 

1 645 - llKPeople who were absent from the Harklo hamlet 
arrived, censused them and gave them a warning on 
the law as far as census evasion was concerned. 
Slept Amto .  

07115 - Departed Am t o  for Seiawi ( Vlaiar ) , After one hours 
walking, the hamlet of Vloro was reached, informal 
talks with occupants ( these had beem censused at Amto ) , 
Continued on to the hamlet of Inawi, told the people 
to walk on to Seiawi where I would take cansus. 

1 1 30 - Arrived at Seiawi. There are three shocking sections 
of svmmp to be waded through, informed the villagers 
that this section would have to be improve d, 
Carriers arrived at 1 240. 

1710 - Census taken. Total of 45 absent , 33 being on a 
plantation , Told people that at the time of census 
they must all come in and answer t*' their nam e .  A 
Luluai and Tultul was appointed , they were told of 
there responsibilities etc . Also gave talks on 
hygiene and health, plus other normal topics. Medical 
treatment given t o  those requiring aid . 

Slept Seiawi. 



27/10/70. 

28/10/70. 

0805 - Departed Seiawi. Carriers walked over the previous 
days rout� .  I walked over the old road which is now 
over grown. This is a much better route , with only 
one swamp section . Advised that this sectj.on must be 
cleared . 

1 1 30 - Arrived back at Amto. Carriers arrived at 1 320. 
Preparations made by the Amto 1 s to have a dance ,  

1 900 - Very heavy rain storm with high willds1 part of  the 
rest house roof blown away, my bedding soaked ,  This 
storm finished at 1 940. Dance held later on in the 
evening after a big feas t .  
Slept Amto, 

0745 - Departed Amto, Good walking track, well marked, 
Latter part of journey spent following the river, 
which had to be crossed and re-creased at several 
points .  

1 1 20 - Arrived Mukuasi . Two large canoes had been made ready 
on my instructions , for carrying the cargo over the 
Sepik River. These had been fetched from the Dio 
river, they were the old canoes used by the Government . 
I had two small local canoes joined together for me , 
so that I could crhs the Sepik River. 

1 1 45 - Departed Mukuasi for the mouth o� jhe Dio R:I. ver, 
1210 - Arrived mouth of the D:t.o, Then walked in to Green 

River Patrol Post ,  I arrived at 1425. 
1 750 - Carriers arrived,  Patrol equipment unpacked, carrt.ers 

lined and paid. Patrol stood down. 

END OF PATROL, 
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GREEN RIVER PATROL REPORT NO . 1 of 1970/1971_, 

PATROL REPORT NO . 1 (b). 

S I T U A T I O N  R E P O R T  

On Wednesday August 1 9th. 1 970, the writer, A .J . Hazlewood, 

Assistant Patrol Officer, departed from Green River Patrol Post t.o assist 

with a patrol into the Idam Yapsiei Census Division, Mr .  I . J . Smitmanis,  

Assistant District Officer, the Officer in Charge of Gr•en River Patrol 

Post, led the Patrol. Mr. A .J .Hazlewood departing at an earlier date ,  so 

that he could supervise the moving of patrol equipment, from the Dio river 

mouth, to the village of Isu. The equipment was carried by the Administrat 

-ion double cano e ,  up the Sepik river, to the village of Isu, which is in 

the Yabalhai Census Division. 

The writer returned to Green River Patrol Post on the 

afternoon of Friday 21st.  of August , by helicopter. Mr. I . J  .Smitmanis 

and he having utilized the helicopter to try and find the hamlet called 

Bubliari, where a suspected murder bad been reported. However the terrain 

of the area made it impossible fo:ll· the pilot to land near this hamlet, 

But. it did enable the two officers to make a closer survey of the Upper 

Yapsiei Region. After this aerial survey was completed, both parties 

returned to the Green River Patrol Post . 

On Sunday August 23rd . ,  Mr. I .J . Smitmanis and the 

writer , travelled with the remainder of the patrol equipment to the Isu 

village , again using the double canoe. At Isu the patrol eqilpment was 

sorted and re-paclted, local dug out canoes were hired to help transport 

the patrol personnel and gear, up the Japeiei(August) river. As it was 

thought , and later proved correct, that the heavy double canoe and dinghy 

would have difficulty in navigating the Yapsiei river with its many 

hazards .  The dinghy and double canoe were sent back when the patrol 

reached the Bowye Creek, although it must be added that there had been 

Many dangerous hours getting them that far. The rapids and hidden logs 

on th;is section of water , especially in the dry season, m.l'.ke it very 

difficult to navigate , and only an experienced boat ( canoe ) driver should 

be used on this s ection, 
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4 .  seperate Situation Report (Green River Patrol Report 

No . 1 ( a ) ) has been compiled by Mr. I . J . Smitmanis ,  this covers all the 

pertinent points on the Yapsiei section of the census division. The !dam 

section of the census division is covered by this Situation Report, 

which is refered to as Green River Patrol Report Ho . 1 ( b ) , this report 

is also accompanied by an 1 Area Study 1 for the whole of the I dam Yapsiei 

Census Di vision. 

5. Mr. I .J .Smitmanis returned to Green River Patrol Post 

on the 25th. of September. The writer stopping at the Sumka camp on the 

Wagarabai river, untill the escaped pris_oner, Kapso Meharabe of Namauwe 

village ,  was re-captured. Then the patrol travelled by aug out canoe 

down the Yapsiei river to the hamlet of Koktibio The prisoner, with an 

escort of tso policemen, was despatched to Green River Patrol Pos t o  The 

writer then crossed over the spur of the West Range of mountains, via the 

village of Wauru, to the Idam r�r section of the census division. 

6. The patrol spent a total of ten ( 1 0 )  weeks in the Idam 

Yapsiei Census Division, at no time was the patrol hurried, as it was 

felt that the more time spent with the peop� , the better chance one had 

of gaining the peoples confidence .  The writer feels that it would be 

more satisfactory if the area was covered by two gonsecutive patrols , 

each of one months duration, although this would depend on the officer 

conducting the patrol. As one can see from the accompanying map, when 

an officer patrols the Yapsiei river area, he virtually has to return 

to his point of commencement, prior to crossing the West Range spur into 

the Idam river section. Hence, with two patrols, it wpuld be easier for 

the patrol, after the completion of the Yapsiei section, to return to 

Green River Patrol Post in order to re-stock supplie s .  Thus alleviating 

the necessity of carrying excessive equipment and rations, or o f  having 

to rely on airdrops for re-supply o 

7 .  O n  the Patrol Cover it was quoted that the area was 

last patrolled on the 24th . of May 1 965 , this was Patrol No. 9 "by Mr. 
B .H .Mulcahy , Assistant District Offiver, and it covered the complete 

Idam Yapaiei Census Di vision. Subs e quent 1 special purpose ' patrols of 

short duration have been carried out in the area, but Mr .  B .H .Muacahy ' s 

patrol can be regarded as the last census contact patrol for the whole 

of the I dam Yapsiei Census Di vision. These special patrols are as follows : -

a )  Patrol No o 6 of 1 969/1970 - Conducted b y  Mr. R. 

Chisholm (Patrol Officer ) ,  Eight days ( 8 )  in the 

Yapsiei river area. 
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b) Patrol No . 2 of 1 969/1970 - Conducted by Mr . L. 

litchell (Assistant Patrol Officer ) ,  Four days ( 4 )  

i n  the Yapsiei river area. 

c) Patrol No . 5 of 1 968/1969 - Conducted by Mr. R. 

Chisholm (Patrol Officer) - Fourteen days ( 1 4 )  in 

the !dam are a .  

d )  Patrol No . 2 of 1968/1969 - Conducted b y  Mr. A .  

Plummer (Patrol Officer ) .  - Five days ( 5 )  into the 

!dam area. 

8 .  The writer compiled a new Tax/Census Register for the 

!dam Yapsiei Census Division, using the Government Print forms A3904/ 

50,000 - 1/68 and A6439/200 ,ooo - 1 0 . 68 .  There werei a total of twenty 

one ( 21 ) villages censused. The new register will replace the old Tax/ 

Census sheets previously used, these are the Gosernment Print form 

1 3021/8 . 64 ,  which fit into a bard backed file. 

Whilst in <·he !dam River area, the writer provisionally 

appointed Luluai 's for the villages of Agweisa, Wokumo, Nigyama, Seiawi 

and Umurita. These provisj.onal.ly appointed Luluai 's h14ve been J.isted on 

Appendix ' A '  of Mr. I . J .Smitmanis ' s  �tuation Report . 

�· 
1 0 .  The !dam river area is a non-council area, being 

governed by the Administration appointed village offdicials, namel.y, 

Lul.ai 's and Tultul. ' s .  The area as a whole has seen infrequent patrolling, 

and it would be fair to say that the majority of people in this area 

have little or no comprehension o f  the workings of a Local Government 

Counci l .  The larger vill.ages of !dam No . 1 1 1 ,  !dam No . ' 2 ' ,  Bisiabru 

and Amt o ,  which form about seventy five percent(75%\) of the tetal 

populace o f  this area, do however have a small minority of vill.age: 

members who have a vague understanding of a Local Government council. 

This is mainly due to their close proximity to the Sepik River area, 

which is administered by the Green River Local Government Council. 

1 1 .  I n  all. the vill.ages that the writer visited, talks 

of an informal nature were given to all. the assembl.ed villager s ,  the 

emphasis being on explaining the meaning of ' Local Government Council ' ,  

its aims , and how i t  helped its members. Again it was obvious that the 

vil.lages in close proximity to the Sepik River fonnd it much easier to 

absorb and understand my topic. As they had seen and heard about some 

of the ventures accomplished by the Green River Council. 
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1 2 .  With the lack o f  employment in this area1 many of the 

young men of the larger villages have worked for at least one term as an 

indentured labourer on a private plantation. They h!'ve gained a certain 

amount of worldlines s ,  and there understanding of a Local Government 

Council , although not complete, is c ertainly higher than there static 

village brothers. They gave me aoral support on several occasions, and 

some of there flowery discriptions of the work achieved by Local Govern ment 

Councils in Rab!'-ul and Kavieng added weight to my illustrations. I feel 

that in these young men we have a nucleus, and i f  we can endow a good 

understanding of the work o f  a Local Government Council in them, they will 

help to spread the word in there own community. 

The unfortuneate part about these young ex-indentured 

labourers is the fact that they have only come into contact with well 

established councils. This point was explained to them. I explained that 

they could not compare the council at Green River with its larger counter 

parts in th Highlands or in East and West New Britain. I explained that 

Green River Council were in their ' infant years 1 1  but given the backing 

of all the people, and providing the elected councillors were prepared 

to work, this council could develop the area. 

1 4 .  Having reached t h i s  point I asked them what they thought 

of the Council, and would they like to join it at a later date .  I told 

them that they were not really ready for a council as yet , but with more 

frequent patrols, and further talks from officers like myself, they would 

begin to grasp and understand the ways and workings of a counci l .  This 

was not something that I forced on them, and it was explained that I was 

only trying to gauge there feelings. Again the villages near the Sepik 

River showed interest, the only draw back seems to be the four dollar 

yearly tax. Possibly the tax rate could be lowered, if and when they want 

to join the council, as at the moment there are no large business outl.,ts 

for them to obtain money. It might be added that it was not just the 

younger men who showed interest , some of the more mature village members 

showed apparent interest. Possibly the inclusion of this area in the 

Green River Council, could be planned for in 1 9730 

1 5 .  A brief discussion was given on the House of Assembly, 

and its members. But the people o f  this area have only a limited conception 

of the House of Assembly, or the Political constitution of Papua and New 

Guinea. \Vith the infrequent patrolling, and the lack of contact with the 

outside world, it is very hard for them to grasp ones point, especially 

or one hearing. 
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1 6 .  It is obvious that Political Education will b e  a long 

and difficult task in this area. There are four different languages 

spoken, and with some of the small pocket groups only having one or two 

l 'rsons who can converse in simple 'pidgin 1 English, interpretation 

will be very difficult. Especially when you consider some of the technical 

terms used in polit i c s .  These pocket groups have only thirteen percent 

of the population i n  the area, they are the villages of Kaumifi, Nigyama, 

Umurita and Wokumo . These are the less contacted villages, as they are 

hidden away up in the mountains ,  which has made access to them very 

difficult. There are t1vo radio ' s  in this area, presumeably the property 

of returned indentured labourers , but it is very doubtful whether these 

are ever used to li sten to the Political Education programs broadcasted 

by Radio \'lewak. Especially with the shortage of batteries . 

village 
17.  T h e  issuance of o n e  radio to ea�h,.might b e  a way o f  

spreading Political Education, but besides being very expensive, I could 

well imagine that these prograaes would be iguored for more musical 

entertainment. Hence the area will have to be patrolled more frequently , 

and greater emphasis be put on Political Education , then the people 

should become more politically aware. 

1 8.  Most of the people of this a r e a  have not '1eard of the 

Member for the est Sepik Regional electorat e ,  Mr. Paul Langro, or even 

of MR. llesani Iwoksim, Member for the Upper Sepik Open Electorate. Since 

these people seldom leave their villages ,  and do not listen to the radio, 

this is quite understandeable. Vlhen the next House of Assem�ly Elections 

come up , it will be interesting to see what these people doii\flthey are 

given a vot e .  

Economi c .  

There are n o  Rural Development schemes envisaged for 

this area. There are no vehicular roads planned, and it would be 
unrealistic to contemplate any such scheme, as the Idam river, flowing 

into the Sepik River, provides what could be classed as a natural road. 

Hence transportation i s  no real problem in this area in general, 

although the small pockets in the mountains do not have this waterway 

system. But;, being in very small group s ,  and in terrain not suitable or 

conducive to road building� little can be done t o  improve there 

communications with the outside world. These villages have no established 

business ventures , and unless gold or some other rare ��.:�; is found, 

there is little to substantiate th1tt a Rural Development,,would or could 

iprlbve the economic development of this area. Only with the finding of 

required minerals would it be feasible to construct vehicular re-ads , as 

the Idaru and Sepik Rivers provide adequate communication for the area at 

its present stage of development. 
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20. The Idam Yapsiei River area ' s ,  it  would appear , have 

been forgotten by the Department of Agriculture, Stock and Fisheries. 

Several complaints were voiced, stating that the villages of this area 

had not been visited by a representalive of the D • .l . S . F . ,  and the people 

were of the opinion that this department only helped the villages in the 

Green River Local Government Council. Unfortunately , it would appear 

that these assumptions are correct . Since all the recent patrols by the 

Assistant Rural Developl!lent Officer at Green River Patrol Post ,  Mr .  N . G .  

Baroba , have either b e e n  to villages in t h e  close proximity of the 

Administration Station, or to Sepik River villages , by means of powered 

canoe and helicopter. It was stated on D.A . S , F .  report No , 1 of 1 970/1 9?1 

for the Green River area,  that a patrol spent twenty one (21(> days in the 

Yapsiei(August � River area, planting pepper. However, on checking this , 

I find that all the villages visited, were in the Green River Local and 

Yabalhai Census Divisions ; all being ;...,.,oers of the Green River Council. 

21 . These people are very keen for a cash crop to be 

introduced into there_ area, and since it appears that the D.&,S,F,  has 

a new policy of 'untill people want our assistance ,  we can not afford to 

carry out patrols 11on spec " '9 there is a stalemate in the avenue ICJI: of 
economic development. It is hoped that some of the interested parties 

will make the long journey into Green River, and visit the Agricultural 

Department, Since rice is being thought of as a subsistence basis crop, 

pepper cuttings could possibly be issuod, with instructions on planting, 

maintenance and marketing. The soil, especially along the river area, is 

very fertile. 

22. There are several introduced crops being grown in this 

area , and all are being used as part the local die t .  Some of these crops 

are, pumpkin, sweetcorn, pineapple,  water melon, green beans and mango . 

By introduced cro?i I mean that these forms of food were not previously 

grown by the villages of this area, These introduc ed crops have only been 

cultivated by the larger villages,  the smaller mountain villages still 

rely on there ancestral diet of sago , banana, tapioca and taro. But with 

no patrolling and assistance being given to  them by the D,A,S.F. ,  this 

is understandable .  

The t w o  Idam vilJ :i.ges and Bisisbru, are keen breeders 

of pigs, I was wondering whether there was a demand for weaned piglets ,  

a s  this could be a small but lucrative economic de;•eloper. Possibly, i f  

such a scheme was acc eptable, a good boar would have to  b e  purchased , 

th*6 could then be mated  with the village sow, and improbe
e 

the breeding 

of the resulting litter. The sale of the young pigs could ... within the 

Green River area, a small venture,  but possibly worth trying. 
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24 . These same three villages , mentioned in paragraph 

twenty three ( 23) , also have a large quantity of r::ale and female chickens. 

Any eggs produced are used for breeding �U�ii�iy��he villagers do not 

eat the eggs themselves. I explained to them that there was a ready market 

at Green River Patrol Post for fresh eggs , an emphasis being put on fresh, 

and that weekly visits, with a supply of fresh eggs could be very 

profitable. Plus, with these weekly visi.ts,  they could take orders for 

the purchase of cockerals as table birds. After stopping at the Green River 

Patrol Post for a week, and seeing the people running to buy cockerals 

when they are brought in, it is obvious that this could be a profitable 

venture. 

It would be good if these villages worked together, 

and built there awn hatchery, as I know from the patrols that I have done 

in the Amanab area, that there is a large market for young chickens(fiJLLETS ) .  

n� 
But they are..,really sophisticated anough to undertake such a venture.  This 

could be something for the council to foster,  it would be benificial to 

the area, it would give the council some idea of  how to manage a business,  

and i t  could be profitable .  Possibly local rice could be purchased as food 

for the chickens. Admittedly, there will come a point when there is a 

glut of poultry in the Green River area, but with the experience that 

has been gained, they can look further afield for other market outleto. 

26. There is possibly gold in the mountainous regions, but 

the· people of this area will need to be trained on how to find and mine 

it, before1interest can be aroused. Some interest was shown on this 

topic , but there are no men in the Green River area who could be contacted 

to teach these people. Possibly, in the near future,  a Mining Assistant 

could patrol in this region, and give the necessary training and 

encouragement . 

It is obvious from the points that I have mentioned, 

that this area has a dismal future economically, thereforei t is hoped 

that the Department of Agriculture, Stocks and Fisheries,  and the 

Department o f  Lands, Surveys and Hines, can assist the people of  this 

area. 

The only reliable source of income in this area is for 

28 . 

the young men to leave the village and work on a plantation as a 

indentured labourer. At the time of the patrol, a total of four recruiters 

visited this area. According to the Village Population Register,  a total 

.,,,,,.,.., 

of 22 .4% of the men of working age are absent from the Idam section of  

of the  Idam/Yapsiei Census Division. But further mei?;s7me of the  villageo 
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censused have also gone to plantations, and a correct figure for th e men 

working as inden u.r ecl labour would be 30.2 percent .  

29. The writer was approached by maay young men seeki11g 

employment , but I explained to them 1:hat trere was little or no work 

available at the Green River and Amanab stations, and that w:iat w a s ,  

w a s  g i v e n  t o  men w h o  lived in close proximity to t h �  p l a c e  of employment. 

It appears that these men did not want to tri:.'1el to far away from there 

own distric t ,  perhaps work could be obtaineil for them working for the 

timber company in Vanimo . 

�· 
�· 
30. There are no recognized schools in this area, and there 

are only four p e rsOJlS receiving further education. Two boys a r e  boarda�· s 

at the Green River Primary ' f '  School, and two men are attending a course C'n<-�•Gn. 
at the Bible School run by the

,..�!ission o f  Many Lands ( C . �  . h .L , )  at A.mE<nab. 

The Christian Mission of llany lands have native pastors 

in several o f  the villages , these men give spiritu• l training t o  the 

ir.t e r e s t e u  village m •)mbe rs , and also try to teach them to read and write 
in Pidgin English. However at the time o f  the patrol, two of the s e  men 

were absent , being at Amanab , r e c eiving further training. WhiJst the 

third man had decided to find a more lucrative vocation, and he l e ft to 

work as an indentured labourer on a plantation. 

32. Whilst talking informally to th.,se people , I asked 

them why so few of their children were att ending school. !i'hey stated 

that Green River Patrol Pgst was to far away, especially when they were 
.+h 111t( t.h 1ltlt111'\. 

expected to bring food to � every week. When asked if they wanted 

their children to be educat e d ,  they said 1 yeE; 1 ,  but they wanted t o  know 

if it was possible to have a school in there are !l o  I informed ther.i thai; 

this was no t some thing that I could de cide , and that tl , Department o f  

Education would have to be consult e d .  I f  at " latPr d & t e  a school was 

approved for this area , it would be beat situated in cne of the Idam 

village s ,  as a{ess to the..ie viJlages ie much easier , and they ar· i 

the c entre of the population of thi are"• Also there is an airstrip 

and an Aid Post at the Idam No . 1 village , Cn Appendix ' D '  ::: have li t d 

the nunte r  of school age children, Nhere they com� free, and if t-"'Y 
would need accomodation. 

33 .  I f  the Department o f  Education decided that it wculd 

not be wise to open a small school he r e , just one local teacher runn!.ng 

a •Prep • class mi,;hL be a good idea, ac; he could pi�k out the bri nter 

pupils , and with there p renta pe rmission , "end th fil to re n River .  
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AJ.l the people of this area were me dically examined 

by MR. Iwo Wahan , the Aid Post Supervisor from Green River Patrol Post , 

whilst the writer was censusing each village . In general the vill.age 

hygiene o f  this area was sa tisfactory , no disease or illness o f  a 

s erio·.is nature was encountered , and there was no evidence of influenza , 

'l'here were several case s of yaws in the area , but since the patrol was 

static at some village s  for seve ral ciays , sufficient medical treatment 

was administi; red , and s.11 cases we1·e cured o  All the cases of sickness 

that were treat ed by this patrol in the Idem Yapsiei Censv.s Division , 

can be s ... ght e d  on my Appendix • E 1 0 

There is a Government Aid Post at the vilJ age of Idam 

No . 1 1 1 , this is staf f •d by an Aid Poat Orderly 9  and wouJ.d acoount for 

0 

the good health of the village s in close proximity .  Although , it was 

apparent from the discus sions I had with the Aid Post Orderly ,  that all 

o f  the villages in the area were not making full use of this facility .  

This was lat er proved when medical examinations were carl'ied out a t  the 

time o f  census , this point .,as brought to the villagers notice when I 

had informal talks with them 9  and it is hop ed the situation is improved . 

The normal problems attached to an Aid Post were 

prevalent here .  It is difficult to get people to travel from the Idem 

area , down the Sepik River , and onto Green River l'atrol Post , to get fresh 

medical :;upplie s o  This was ano ther topic I brought to the peoples notive o 

This is a situation which crops up every three months , l informe d  the 

village officials of the area that thPY must help the Aid Post Orderly ,  

as without medical supplie s ,  the Orderly would be unable t o  help the 

sick and infirm. It is hoped , after having discus sions with the people , that 

they provide quick transportation for medical supplies to the Aid Post o  

I t  will soon be disc e rned whether there attitudes have improved , a s  the 

Aid Post is schedule d  to be rebuilt at the beginning of next year . This 

will be a �ommunity ven.tu11• ,  and laoour and materials will be drawn fro m 

e ll of the ville.ges in the area .  

37 , 
• Michael Hera of the Tuberculosis Section , j oined 

the patrol for a shr r t  period ( l+/1 0/70 to 1 7/10/70 ) , he gave B , C , Go 

inoculations to all village members , at the villages o f : - Idam No . • 1 1 , 

Idam No ' 2 ' • •  Bisiabru ,  Umurita ,  Nigyama , Wokumo , Kaumifi and Amt o .  H� 

also inoculated the people of fauru and IVau, these villages are situated 

in th" Yapsiei section o f  the Cene<us Division . The purpoee o f the se 

inoculations was explained by Mr . Mera , the writ er feels that he carrJ.G<! 

out!. his duties in a c ommen�A ble manner , and was a credit to his department . 
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Only the larger villages in this area had pit latrines, 

but the writer did not supervise the digging of any new latt'ines in the 

smaller villages , as these people are subsistence farmers, and spend most 

of there time living in 01· around their gardens. In the mountainous. 

terrain, it is difficult to dig pits of suitable depth, say twelve to 

sixteen fee t , so the point was not pressed. Even the use of pit latrines 

in the river villages is debatable , as the silt soil is not conducive.· 

to the digging of large
. 

holes, and any holes that have been dug are fill 'd 

with fresh silt when the river floods0 

39. Housing in the area is adequate, although it is not o f  

a very high standard. Th e  larger villages following the pattern of one 

house for each family, whilst the smaller communitie s ,  who spend most of 

their time in their gardens, have one large communial house • .  ti. discription 

of these types of habitats will b e  found in my Area Study, under the 

heading ' standard of living ' . 

40. The IO.am River area is not visited by the Infant Vlelfare 

section of the Public Health Department , possibly, in the future, wh&n the 

new Aid Post has been built (replacing existing building ) ,  and i f  staff are 

available, a monthly visit could b e  made. The Infant Welfare Sister, 

working for the Christian Mission of Many Lands, does not visit thit1 area, 

although it is possible that she might do so in the future, as the Mission 

do have an airst1·ip at the Idam No . 1·1 1 village. 

41 . The water in the area is very good, coming from fresh 

mountain streams, it is clear, and not dirty like the Sepik River . If 

strict instruction is given on sanitation, and villages do not use the 

riv�t"s as waste disposal machines , the water is and will be suitable 

for drinking. l!'lies are not a problem in this area, although the closer 

one gets to the Sepik River the more prevalent they become, es:>ecially 

the mosquitos. Normally the moaquitoa confine themselves to the virgin 

bush and swamplands , but during the wet season, and whenever the river 

floods, they become a annoyance . 

Law and Order , 

42. In all o f  the villages visited , talks were given on 

the responsibilitys and duties of the government appointed village 

official:i. These talks were given to the as sembled villagers , by re.auest 

of the Luluai 1s and Tultul ' a ,  as it appears they were not too su1·e of 

their duties, and wished their village members to hear as well . By doing 

thi s ,  it is hoped that these village officials get a better response, 

when asking for some assistanc e , or trying to straighten village af fairs . 

At IC.am No , �2 ' village , the Luluai , Walden Woniar , 

complained on behalf of one of his village members , Mafuan Nanai fa . It 
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stated that Owinan Umoriat, of the same village , had run away Vlith 

the wife of Hafuan. The wifes name being Yamame Siangu. Owinan has only 

recently returned from serving a prison sentance at the Amanab Penal 

establishment , for committing the same offence. He served a term of three 

months hard labour at Amanab, and was warned against the continuation of 

his friendship with Mafuans wife o However this warning was ignored, and 

after having been in the village for only two days, he disappeared into 

the bush with Yamame. I have informed the two village officials that if 

and when Owinan comes back to the village, they must bring him into the 

Green River Patrol Pos t .  It was stated that Owinan is a violent man, so 

I informed the village official s ,  that when his where abouts had been 

ascertained, they must contact the Officer in Charge of Green River Patrol 

Pos t ,  and he would despatch a policeman to detain Owinan. 

Advise was sought at Idam No . 1 2 1  village on another 

c a s e ,  Yarolmai Yikaninan (28 ) ,  a woman of this village 1 had given birth to 

a illigitimate child. The father was Woriaumai Meikofa ( 1 6 ) . It was otated 

that Yaroknai wanted to kill the child, as this was the custom in this 

area when such aA occurence took plac e .  However, quite rightly, the village 

officials said this was not to happen • .After questioning the two parties, 

it was apparent that the woman had made all the advances , and that the boy, 

Woriaumai , was the younger brother of the man this woman was to have been 

married to five years ago. However he left to work on a plantation, and 

had not been heard of since .  The woman then decided that if she couldn ' t  

have him, she would have h i s  young brli.thero The village officials wanted 

to know whether it was correct for thee two to get marrie d ,  considering 

th" age difference .  I told them that this was something for them to 

decid e .  fter further discussions, the two people were married,  plus a 

ftlrther two persons, th� old custom of exchanging man for woman, woman 

for man was followed. I acted as mediator. 

4.5. At Nig:;ama village a further case was brought to my 

notice .  The complainant was Ilamare Biaiwio He stated that some men 

from the village of Hokomobe had arrived at his village, and taken away 

hiB first two wives, and two children. The womens names were Weifu 

Teraiyama, and Siwe Kuniame , The children were Bus and liituwa llamare. 

The mans third wife , Tigifi Miauti, who was eight months pregnant when 

I a.rrived at the village, was l e ft behind. All the relevant facts which 

I obtained after several hours of questioning , were sent to the Officer 

in Charge at Green River Patrol Post , He then passed the complaint onto 

the May River Patrol Post, as the village of Hokomobe is in their district. 

Being short of food at that stage of the patrol, and finding out that the 

village in question was some three to four days walk away, and in another 

district , I felt it would be better if May River handled this case . 
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46. Other small complaints and worries were brought to 

the writers attention, but the three which have just been mentioned ,  

were the only serious ones i n  this area. Several certificates of 

registration for shotguns were outdat ed, and the owners were informed 

that they had to purchase new permits, or their shotguns might be 

confiscated for a month, and they might be committed for trial •. As 
there permit to shoot the shotgun was outdated, and therefor void. 

The river area of the Idam section of the c ensus 

di vision has been visited by the Christian Mission of Many Lands.  It 

has many converts in the two Idam villages, and in the village of  

Bisiabru. The Mission has had an airstrip built at  the Idam No ' 1 ' 
village, this is approximately fifteen hundred feet long, by one 

hundred feet wide(1500 1 x 1 00 1 ) .  At the time the writer was in the 

area, the strip was not in a very good condition, the surface is very 

good, and it is reasonably flat , but the grass was six to eight inch"s 

long. Apparently there have not been any landings on this strip for 

several months. 

48 . The missionary, Mr. Bruce McLeay of the Green River 

Patrol Post , where the missions base is , has set up several little 

spiritual establishments. There was a literacy school set up by the 

mission at  the Idam No 1 1 1 village , but the local mission trained worker 

has decided that working on a plantation, is preferable to working for 

the mission. There are a further two men receiving training at the Bible 

School at Amanab, they will be returning to their villages on Monday 

November 1 6th. So it is expected that the literacy school will soon be 

opened again. 

49 .  The mission are running a small store a t  jlhe Idam N o  1 1 1 

viilage, but the young man who was looking after store, is the same man 

who has left to work on a plantation. Onljl trade items were sold, and it 

is apparent from the conversation that I had with mission at Green River, 

filat i t  was making a losi, and is likely to be closed down. 

50. Mission relations with these people appear to be a 

little strained at the moment, especially in the two Idam villages . The 

usual complaint of having built a mission strip, and having no planes 

landing on it was brought up. I pointed out that the government could 

do lit.tle to  help them on this point,  and that this was something that 

they would have to speak to the mission about . This , plus infrequent 

visits by any european member of the mission, seems to be the main reason 

for the unrest in the area. The old µaqrb problem, -11\e people s��m to 

think that by having a mission on their doorstep, they will get economic 

development. 
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There were no obvious signs of any cults in this area • 

The only signs of unrest have been explained in my paragraph number 

fifty (50 ) ,  and this is not oi a serious nature, There could be unrest 

in the village of Nigyama (paragraph forty five ) ,  but I spent alot of 

time explaining to these people that this was something that the 

Administration could best handle. As 1011g as this problem is brought to 

a swift conclusion, these people will be more than happy. It is obvious· 

that these people will take no action themselves, but a quick rectifying 

of the situaton, would help to consolidate the Administration influence 

in this area. 

Community Education, 

52 . There are no social clubs or community social 

activities in the area, There is a womens club run by the mission at 

Green River Patrol Post , but as can be expected, no one from this area 

attends it. Possibly the literacy courses run by the C ,M , M . L .  in the 

villages, could be classed as community education, as all age groups 

are catered for. 

Miscellaneous. 

53, There are two recommended corrections to be made in 

the Village Dire�ory for the Idam Yapsiei Census Division ( 1 7a ) , Tha 

village of Kobaru is now known as �. Kobaru being the name of the 
ground tl>at the village used �o be built on. A new village has been 

buil t ,  and the name used in this area for the village is Wokumo. 

The village listed as Vliair is known as Seiawi, the 

name Wiair being the name of the small stream that this village is 

built close too . 

54 . Owing � v the sparci ty of population in the mountain 

area to the south of the Idam villages, it is recommended that a fixed 

carrier line be acquired for the duration of this journey. Also , i t  

would b e  advisable for any future patrols to carry a good supply o f  

rations f o r  these carriers, a s  this patrol found i t  very difficult t o  

purchase fresh native foods in any large quantity, Tent sails ( fly ) are 

a must, as neither of the three villaees , Umurita, Nigyama and 'lokumo 

have rest houses. 

55. In the more sophisticated villaees , money was the main 

barter for fresh foodo Although items such as salt, matches, razol'! blades, 

mirrors, beads, coloured paints ,  tabacco and bangles were request ed.  When 

purchasing a pig1 bush knives and axes were sought more than money. 

56 . Future patrols might note that it is possible to use 
a powered canol\ from the Idam river mouth, up to the Idam No . ' 1 ' village, 
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57. The group o f  p e ople known as Kaumifi, will c ome t� the Idam No . ' 2 '  village to be c ensused . It would be advisable t o sand for Mauwe Aipo of IVauru to a c t  as interpretor, as the Kaumifi 's are part of the Birimor(Berima ) group , and speak a different language than the villages 
in the Idam area. Certain of the group can speak a lit tle pidgin, this 
may well have been improved by the time the next patrol goes into the area , as the !dam No , 1 2 1 community appear to be ' fos t ering '  them ,  The writer feels tha '; the name Birimor ( Berima ) ,  is not the name of one spe ci fic group , it is just a name given to any group o f  p e ople who have. 

nomadi c tendencys .  In the Idam Yapsiei Census Division this would apply 
to the Kaumifi ,  Baita , IVau , Agweisa groups , Possibly the Ura and Namauwe 

hamlets would have been classed the same ,  before they moved down from the mountains ,  to set tle clos e  to the Yapsiei river, The name Birimor, in my as sumption, was the name given to the people of the Land Slip Range 
by the Sepik River dwellers , 

58. At t h e  time o f  the next Census ,  i t  may be found ,  that 
a large proportion of the Yaseiru group, who are presently living near 
to the village of IVauru, will have migrated into the Idam area ,  As it was 
stat e d  that some of the Yaseiru • s  were building a small hamlet at the foot of the mountains close to the I dam No . 12 '  village o 

Conclusion . 

The writ er feels tha t the patrol was suc c essi'ul in consolidating the influence o f  the administration in this area ,  and it 
is a not eworthy fact that the patrol was rec eived well in all the villages ,  Initial census and c ensus revision were carried out suc cessfully, 

and it is tho ught that all the p e ople in this Census Di vision were contact ed, 

For your informat i on ,  please, 

4Jllr,2.k4. 
(A ,J . llAZLEIVOOD )  

Assistant Patrol Officer 
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GREEN RIVER PATROL REPORT NO . 1 of 1970/1971/, 

. A R E S T U D Y . 

INTRODUCTION, 

�eosraphical Location. 

1 .  The !dam Yapsiei Census Division extends east of the 

West Irian/New Guinea Intern11tional Border. Its northern boundary is the 

Sepik River, and it stretches south to the Administration border of the 

Tele.fomin Sub-District, covering an area of some one thousand and seventy 

seven square miles, Embracing the two river systems .formed by the Yapsiei 

and !dam rivers, East of the !dam river is the border with the area 

administered by the May River Patrol Post, of the East Sepik District. 

Topography. 

2 .  The topography of this area can be divided into two 

s e c tions . The first is the West Range and Landslip Range . These ranges 

are very rugged, and run roughly west to east. It is di.f.ficult to state 

the height of these two ranges ,  but L. would estimate them to be from 

one and a half to three and a half thousand feet ( 1 500 ' to 3500 1 ) .  

Although some o f  the peaks could well b e  in ace excess o f  this estimate , 

I am only basing my estimation on the actual route covered by the patrol, 

These ranges are covered with fairly heavy tropical rain forest 1 but on 

the higher peaks, of more stoney terrain, timber stands are much thinner. 

The area between the West Irian/Hew Guinea border, and 

the Yapeiei river, is covered with flood plain forest, as is the area at 

the mouth of the Idam rive r ,  The soil is very fertile , hence gardens are 

well established, and thriving,. Swamp sections are found closer to the 

Sepik River, they separate the !dam and Yaps.Lei rivers, from the Spur of 

the West Range. 

4 .  There a r e  many small fast flowing streams that drain 

into the !dam and Yapsiei rivers. The water catchment area for these 

two rivers being the Wes t ,  and Landslipe Ranges. Initially, these small 

streams are flowing through Boulder stridden gorges, but their initial 

rapid momentum is checked, wheit"e)q,and and flow into the !dam and Yapsiei 

rivers . The 11ater of these streams is clear, none of the rivers and 

streams having silt beds , all having stone and gravel foundations. As 

might be expected with such a large water catchment area , these streams, 

and subsequently the two rive r s ,  are prone to ' flash' flooding. 



The climate for the lower sec tions of this area is, 

hot humid days, with warm nights .  Villages in the mountains, have hot 

days with cool nights . There are no temperature figures available for 

this area, bui: the lower regions would be similar to Green River Patrol 

Post, so it �� estimated  that the average daily temperature range varies 

from seventy two degrees in the morning, to eighty six degrees midday. 

Whilst in the mountain s ,  a lower morning temperature, of say fifty eight 

to :D: sixty five degrees is estimated. 

�-
6 .  There are n o  rainfall fif!Ures available for this area, 

as it does not have a recording station. Again, only an estimate can be 

made, and the rainfall is  estimated to be within one hundred and forty, 

to one hundred and sixty ( 1 4011 to 1 6011 ) inches per year. This is based 

on the average rainfall at  Green River Patrol Posii.1 with an addition 

for precipitation along the mountain regions. The wet season is from 

October to March/April. 

Predominailt Vegetation. 

In the flat regions the predominant vegetation is 

flood plain forest 1 with sparce undergrowth. This is replaced by 

three layer tropical rain forest , when you move away from the Sepik 

River area, and enter the foothills of the mountains. As the altitude 

increases, the undergrowth becomes denser, although , as explained in 

paragraph two, some of the higher peaks, with more stoney terrain, 

have sparser vegetation. 

�-
8 . There are t ·10 points of access into the Idam Yapsiei 

Census Division. Both are via the tributaries of �h.�-�.!'ik River ; that 

is,  the Idam and Yapsiei ri verso  The Idem river is appr�imately eight 

miles upstream from the Green River Patrol Post road head , at the mouth 

of the Dio river. One c an travel from the Dio river mouth by cano e ,  up 
the Sepik River, to the mouth of the Idem river. The Idam river is  

navigable to the village of  Idam No , 1 1 ' 1 a distance of approximately 

eight to nine miles. Access to the surrounding area is then by foot, 

over reasnable walking t racks . 

The Yapsiei river mouth is approximately thirty 

miles up the Sepik River,  from the Dio river. One can travel by canoe 

up the Yapsiei to the Gwin river all the year round, it is possible to 

travel to Imnai and further, but this is dangerous , and would depend 

on the river being at high water level. The upper reaches of the Yapsiei 

having long sections of shallow rapids. 
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1 0 .  The Christian Mission of Many Lands have a n  airstrip 

situated near the vi�
.
��ge of Idam No . 1 1 1 ,  This is a grasa strip of_ 

some fifteen hundred ,( 1 500 1 ) ,  and is suitable for light aircraft, such 

as the Cessna 1 85 and 206. It is near the Idam River, and could well be 

used as a two way strip 1 as the timber in close proximity is only of 

the secondary variety. 

1 1 .  Access from both rivers t o  the hinterland, i s  either 

by walking tracks built by the villagers of that area, or by following 

the course of some of the smaller streams. 

Recorded Patrols into the Area. 

12.  The writer has checked back through all t h e  records 

held at the Amanab Sub-District Office, and it would appear that this 

is the iirst patrol that has visited all of the villages in this census 

division. All previous patrols have either been of a special nature, 

with visits to certain villages,  or they have only censused part of tha 

division, on that particular patrol. 

1 3. The patrols into this area are as follows : -

a )  Green River Patrol No , 2  o f  1 951/1952 - C .E ,T .Terrell (Cadet Patrol 

Officer) - 8 days census patrol - part Idem river area. 

b) Lumi Patrol No , 1 of 1 960/1 961 - C .E , T,Terrell (Assistant District 

Officer) - 16 days - Special Patrol. Part Idem Yapsiei C .D .  

c )  Amanab No . 1 of 1 961/1 962 - N .J .Cavanagh (Patrol Offic er) , - 15 

days - Special Patrol - visited Ileis village of Yapsiei river. 

d) Ambunti Patrol No. 1 0  o f  1 961/1962 - J .D.Martin (Assistant District 

Off'icer) - Approx 7 days - Rocky Peak, May River 8c part Idam!Yapsiei. 

e) Green River Patrol No, 8 of 1 962/1963 - N ,J ,Cavanagh (Patrol Officer) 

33 days - Initial Contact August (japsiei ) River G . D .  

f )  Green River Patrol No . 1 0  of 1962/1963 - W . H .Muskens (Patrol Officer) 

1 0  days - Census of part Yapsiei Rivet• area . 

g) Green River Patrol No . 3 - 1 96!J/1 964 - L,\ .Bragge (Patrol Officer) 

Unknown period - Visited Wauru, Idem, Amto , for census. 

h) Green River Patrol No . 1 of 1 964/1965 - B .H .Hulcahy (Assistant 

District Officer) - 16 days - Part Yapsiei river area . 
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i) Graen River Patrol No . 4 of 1 964/1965 - B.H.Mulcahy (Assistant 

District Officer) - 6 days - Land investigation at Idam for C ,M.� .L  •. 

j )  Green River Patrol No. 5 of 1 964/1965 - B . H . Hulcahy (Assistant 

District Officer) - 4 days - Investigating assault at Idam village. 

k) Green River Pfitrol No . 3 Of 1964/1965 - L . \V.Bragge (Patrol Officer) 

23 days - Establish helipopter pad north section Lqndslipe Range. 

l) Gre.en River Patrol No . 7 of 1 964/1965 - B,H ,Mulcahy (Assistl!Jlt 

District Officer) - 33 days - Part Idam Yapsiei C .D.  

m)  Amanab Patrol NO.  1 1  of 1 964/1965 - L,Yl.Bragge (Patrol Officer) 

3 days - Payment of land purchased for C . M .M . L ,  at Idam village. 

n) Green River Patrol No . 9 of 1 964/1965 - B.H .Mulcahy (Assistant 

District Officer) - 62 days - Exploration and Initial Contact - Yapsiei . 

o) Green River Patrol Report No . 6 of 1 967/1 970 - A.Plummer (Acting 

District Officer) - 13 days - � of these days spent in Idam area. 

p) Greer. River Patrol No . 2 of 1 968/1969 - A.Plummer (Assistant District 

Officer) - 16 days - Initial Census of part I dam area• 

q)  Green River Patrol No. 5 of 1 968/1969 - R.H.Chisholm (Patrol Officer) 

15 days - Spent in the Idam section of the Idam Yapsiei Census Div. 

r )  Green River Patrol No . 6 of 1 969/1970 - N . L .Mitchell (Assistant 

Patrol Officer ) - 4 days - Investigati1l3 complaint , Imnai , Ileis. 

s) Green River Patrol No , 2 of 1 969/1970 - R.H. Chisholm (Patrol Officer) 

31  days - 10 of these days spent in the Upper Yapsiei River Area, 

14. From the above it is ascertained that some ninet9en 

patrols have visited parts of this census division, before the writer, 

A.J .Hazlewood Cl.si;istant Patrol Offic er ) .  I think that M .Brightwell1 

Assistant District Officer, visited part of this area in 1 9541 possibly 

the recrds at Amanab Sub-District Office,  are not comple t e .  Most of the 

above mentioned patrols only visited small sections of the Idam/Yapsiei 

census division, this patrol being the first patrol to cover the whole 

of the censuis division. Initial census being cu.rried out at some of the 

small villages, pocket groups that have moved down from the mountains , 

llow that all groups have been contacted and censused in this division, . 

the writer feels that the Idam and Yapsiei river ai-ea 's should be 

divided into two separate census divisions, This would make forthcoming 

patrols shorter, and with oi;,lJ one officer at Green River Patrol Post , 
it would curtail too lengthy� ab1Jenee from the station at any one period; 
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1 5. There have been other patrols into this area by the 

army, namely the Pacific Islands Regent, and by mineral exploration teams . 

Predominant Characterii;tics of the people , 

1 6 ,  The upper Yapsiei area h a s  e tendency towards being 

nomadic ,  having scattered small hamlet group s .  Whilst the lower Yapsiei 

· and Idam river area ' s  are established in village communities, this is 

the probable result of more frequent visits and contact with the people 

of these two s ections , No cargo cults or other movements were evident 

in this area, at the time of the patrol. 

POPULATION - DISTRIBUTION AND TRENDS . 

�· 
1 7 .  

1 8 .  

Village population register forms are attached. 

a) Appendix 'A' - Revised census sheets for C . D .  

b )  1 B 1  - Census sheets for area previously 

censused. 

c) Appendix 1 0 1  - Initial census sheetso 

The natural increase figure for the area was 5.1 per 

one hundred ( 1 00 ) .  Ho.;�ver this figure c:an only be classed as an 

approximation, admittedly this figure is based only on villages which 
have previously been censused. But the last census for some of these 

villag� was in 1 965, and the writer feels that still born births, and 

deaths,.. children under one year, would lower the natural increase figure .  

I t  was tried to ascertain these deaths, but the people were not ·;•ery 

forthcoming with the requirad information. 

1 9 .  Again the records at Amanab Sub-District Office were 

incomplete , no village population registers on file containing the 

census figures for all of the villages previously censused. The writer 

tried workin& th°t'ough the old Ta�Censua Government Print shee.ta 1 3021/8 . 64 ,  

and compiling t h e  required informaticn. But with problems like duplicated 

names 1 migrating in1 migrating out (some o f  these coming from, or going to 

another census di vision ) ,  new names and book errors, it was imposai ble to 

strike a balance . It is felt that the new census figures will have to be 

accepted as correc t ,  and that there should be no further trouble in 

striking a balance in following years. 

20. It was not possible to find the neo-natal mortality 

rate for the census division, due to the lack of noticeable pregnancys 

being recorded by any previous patrol into this area, A note has been 

made b� the wri ter 1 of visuable pregnnncys that he noted, this should 

make it possible for the next patrol to compile the required information. 
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21 0 At the time of census there were a total of one hundred 

!'."\ and six adult men of working age absent as indentured le.bour , this is a 

total of twenty two point foue porcent ( 22 .4% ) of the working men of this 

c ensus �ivioion. As explained in my ' Situation Report • ,  this fibgure is 

now incorre c t ,  a s  a total of four recruiting labour have passed through 

the division. An approxi111ation of th correc ted figure would b e  thirty 

point two perc ent ( 30.2% ). 

22. All of the villages in this census division are either 

connected by walking tracks , or they c.r� connected by a water way. This 

can be seen from the map included with i:his patrol report. 

23. There is not a great flow o f  labour out of this area 

besides the estimated thirty point two p �rcen1' (3:.i.2%) workin� on 

plantati , n -; .  There are three men working inside the district , two of them, 

plus one wi f e ,  working as domestics. Thare were a small percent o f  people 

absent at the time of census, besides the absent workers. These were in 

the J.ess contacted area ' a ,  mainly the noreadic groups , and now tnat the 

village officials are aware of their duties, it is hoped to see a better 

attendance at the next c•msus. 

SOCIAL GROUPINGS • 

24. ll of the villages and hamlets of this area are a 

separat e ,  distinct social group. The exception being the two villages 

o f  Namauwe and Rafin No 1 2 1 ,  who form one social group , 

The operational eocial unit in the upp�r Yapsiei region 

is the extended family. Clan groups would be the func tional unit i!l the 

rest :ad LIB �st of the c ensus division. The functional unit dependn 

wholly upon the work to be carried out . For instance , for pig hunting, 

the functional unit is the extended family o One man and his brothers , 

plus his brother or brothers in la vi ( 1mo is not part of his lineage ) 9 

might perform tho duties of pig huntincr. 

26. The func tional unit in garden building is the lineage , 

a man , with hia son eight clean the ground, which is then plan t e d  by hic

wife . The man may then approach his father to work g:irden magic , this 

then assures a good crop for the man. This garc!�n mat;ic is a secret to 

�hat part icular lineage , and can only be passfld onto the eldest son , or 

next male in line in the lineRge . So if a can onl�· had daught ers , he 
would teach his ga rden magic to his brother. Whilst his broth-er in law 
would use a garden magis secret to his own lineage , this hHvi-ig b e en 

passed down from his father. 
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27 . In building a new house , the functional unit, when this 

house is a garden house, would be the nuclear faUlily. The man wouldt build 

the house v.i th the help of his chidren and wife or wi vee • Possibly, with 

the building of his own house in the village, he could call on the help 

of his brotherz. Ill.though in the upper Yapsiei area , the building of a 

house ic a community ventu•e, as normally the v1hole clan live in one house. 

But agaih, the building of a garden house would be performed by the nuclear 

family. 

28 . For a feast . , the functional unit is the clan, as it is 

for the building of a community house. S- a man with his family, would 

combine with his brother in laws family . .wl even an outside male cousin 

would assist with the preparations of the feast . In many cases, one 

family group has a certain function to perform in the preparation of food. 

The women may be assigned to one particular task, or preparing one type 

of food. 

La.ngu<oge Pattern. 

29. The following � the names of all the villages in this 

cen!!US di vision, and the name given for their particular languag e : -

Agweisa finiaweino. 

Bai ta . 

Barubi o 
.t\:aumi fi . 

Namauwe. • 
Rafin. 

Ura. 

Watracenebi

Ilei s ,  

Imnai. 

l:liaiabru. -

Idam. 

Gara i .  (Tengkeuwe) 

Garai . ( 

Wauru. 

Yaoeiru. 

Amto. Ario 

Seiawi . Lui . 

( Deiambibau) 

The villages of Nigyama, Wokumo �nd Umurita ere of 

the same language group , but they each speak a different diale c t ,  due 

to a poor interpretor, the writer was not able to get the name of the 

language sroken . But this was typical o f  the upper Yapaiei and Idam rivers . 

They de no t b"lV"s or appear not . 
., 

to have , an actual name for their own 

particula..iP 1 talk place • . Th,. Af.ni11weino language group of the upper 

japsiei 3.re a good example , it took over three weeks, and many hours of 

talking oo ge t this name . There wGre many other names , such ao , Yauno , 

Tromo , Aiaokayemc , and tete , which they called their language. 
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31 o The language spoken by the village groups near the 

("'°"' Sepik R1 ver is Garai, this is the same as the ' tllilgue ' spoken by all 

the river villages .  Each village may have a name for the Garai tongue, 

two examples are as follows, Imnai - Tengkauwe ,  and Idam - Ded.ambibau. 

32. 

group , 

The word Birimor (Berima ) ,  is not the name of a specific 

thought by some previous patrols. It i s  the word used by the 

upper Yapsiei groups 1 meaning ' no ', basically o It is u�ed the same way 

as the ' Pidgin' word ' nogat ' .  Hence with the t erm •no8 being used OJIJ 

many occasions, 1 Birimor ' is a much used word. Thus with this constant 

usage, the Sepik River people have got to know them as ' Birimors ' .  It is 

not a name used for one village , but for groups of people who are nomadic , 

and live in the mountains. 

33. There is no relationship between the Idams and Yapsieis, 

alliances are limited b�tween baml e t s (clan) groups in the upper Yapsieio 

There are alliances between the Wauru ' s ,  Imnai ' s  and lleis ' s ,  and the 

Sepik villages o f  Kobararu, Biaka and Isu. Whilst in the Idam section, 

Bisiabru , Amto, Seiawi, and the two !dam villages have alliances, they 

inter marry ap.o t , aDG1 this accounts alot for the migratory movement in 

this area. Amto bas alliances with Mahani and Mukuas; of the Yabalbai 

Census Division. As does Bisiabru with Iabaru. 

Many men from the old village of Sererian moved to the 

Iabaru village, but in the last two years they have re-grouped, and most 

of them have migrated back. to the now named village o f  Bisiabru. It is 

apparent that thtll<' two villages have traditional affiliations, an1 this 

would account for there present alliances. 

There are trading affiliations with the Sepiks by the 35. 

villages of the lower Yapsiei and !dam. Pigs are bought from these people 

by the Sepiks , for festivals. Or these peopl e ,  for example the Bisiabru • s ,  

will look after the pigs of the Kobar1tru ' s  and Iabru ' s . The two villages 

o f  !dam have not got very many does, but plenty o f  pigs and poultry, and 

during this tJUtrol , arrangements were made with the village of Mukuasi, 

to exchange poultry for puppie ;: ,  

Cl1n leadet's a r e  t h e  elders . Leadership is not 

attributed to one persc:: because be has powers of leadership at times of 

yillage wars , or becauee he is a wealthy man(having several wives, many 

pigs and items considered valuealll11 ) . Seniority is the der.isi ve fact<lr• 

as far as leadership goe s ,  seniority and knowledge(The older you are the 

more knowledge you are judged to have ) •  A male who is a senior elder , 

might have , or be able to marry, more than one wi f e .  
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Najnral ,  or real leaders, may not necessarily be 37 . 
appointed or voted into the position of an Administration village official. 

The trend in this area being to let a man who has a good understanding of 

the 'Pidgin 1 tongue, and has travelled or worked outside his area, but is 

still a respected member of the village community, to take the position 

of a government appointed leader. It would be correct to say that there 

are two kinds of leadership in the village complex. 

Natural, or real leadership, is possibly gained through 

inheritance . The natural leader::i are usually village elders, who have or 

are said to have magic powers. They may have knowledge of the spirits, or 

they might be able to communicate with them. When they die ,  it is thought 

by the village community, that these powers will be passed on to the 

oldest son. This man in other words will gain his leadership throgh i s  

father, thus h e  inherits it o 

39 . Elected leadership may be given to young men who ha1re 

a greater knowledge of the requirements , and responsibiliti e• o f  being 

a village official. This knowledge being attained through travel, and 

working outside the distri c t .  Howeve r ,  this elected leader, , s usually 

dominated and r,ontrolled by the natural leader, whose po,.;:r o f  control 

and authority over the village, remains supreme . 

40 . The traditional pe.tt ,rn of lea•lership , obtamned through 

inheritanc e ,  remains the respected, or dominant authority in this regi on. 

Influential men of the area. 

41 . Yakou Huokmo - Aged forty two, Luluai of Idam No . '1 1 

village. Was previou.-ly Tultul, but became Luluai on the dismissal of 

Kikife Yikenyan. He is fairly influential in his village , and is 11espected 

by other villages in close proximity• Pro-Administration. No formal 

education, spent four years workir..g on plantations. Would like to see 

progress and development in his village, keen for his village to j oin 

the Green River Local Governm1>nt Council. Speaks Pidgin. His leatler.-ship 

was initially aquired, but is now hereditary. Good potential with this 

man, lacking in confidence though . Regular patrolling should see his 

influence improve . 

420 Kikife Yihenyen. - ·as Luluai . Aged 49. Served a priso n 

sentence in Amanab 1 for leading his people in o. skirmish with the Wauru 

village. Due to this event, lost his Luluai ' s hat. Do s not appear to be 

anti-administration. Hereditary leader .  �nd large o.vner. Has served for 

two years on a plantation. Speaks idgl.n, no formal education. 
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Unafio Boiyari. - Hereditary leader . ged 52 . Vias absent 

at the time of the patrol. Very influential man, has four wives, which 

is a sign of his influenc e .  Little information available on him , but has 

had no formal education. 

Wakfen Woniar . - Aged 43 . Luluai o f  Idam No . ' 2 ' • Has 

no formal education , served a term at a plantation . Very influential in 

his village , respected by villages in close proximity. Progressively 

minded. Acquired leadership , very good potential. 

450 Bopi Woraipo . - Aged 44, of the Kaumifi group. Is the 

hereditary group leadec, having three wives. Has little contact with 

any of the other groups in the area, can not speak 'Pidgin ' ,  and has not 

travelled outside the distri c t .  His influence can be emphasized by · the 

fact that there are only six women of marriageable age in the g1·oup, he 

is married to three of them. Difficult to say whether he is Pro or Anti 

Administration, as at the time of lilil!llli census, there was nobody who 

could interpret fluently. 

46. Urafa Bupsik. - Aged 26 of Wokumo village, potential 

leader. Speaks good Pidgin, has been on a plantation. Appears to be 

respected in the tv10 Idam villai;es. Is pro-administration , Influence 

is mainly due the fact he i s  well travelled, young , and one of the only 

people who is bilingual in the group. Good potential in this man. 

47. Masino Nariawane. - Aged approximatel;:- 56, of Nigyama. 

Hereditary leader , was the old fight leader. Is =�-� to have magical 

powers. Seems harmle ss . Has not travelled outside the are a ,  no formal 

education, and can not speak Pidgin. ppears happy with things as they 

are , shows no interest towards progress and development. 

Yasa Biaiw*'• - Aged 1 8 .  otential leade r .  Acquired 
48 .  

leadership. Has been used f o r  about five y .·s as a interpretor, was 

apparently ' fostered ' for some tmme by the Idam 1 1 1 Luluai , Yakoli 

Huokmo. Is bilingual. Speaking Pidgin , Garai , and several dialects of 

his own area ' s  tongue . Has had a little formal education at Green River .  

Do.:is not carry much respect i n  the area a t  the moment , a s  h e  tends t o  be 

over impressed with his own importanc e . But in a few years when he learns 

the errors of his ways , and grows out of this stage , he should be a very 

influential man in his area. lias great potential. He is all fmr progress , 

and at the moment is very ... shamed of his peop l e ,  he wants development. 

Sumio Vlaimino . - ged 40 of Bisiabru village , Luluai, 

has little or no influenc e . No hereditary leadership , as he comes from 

Yaseiru . Appears lazy , no control or influence in the are a .  Has worked 

on a plantation, speaks ' pidgir. 1 , no formal educatio11. No potential. 
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·1admamino Naifen. Aged approxim2.tely 58 of Bisiabru . 

He is the hereditary c :>ader of these people , His word , with that of the 

Tu1tul1 is the law. No formal education, has not worked outside the 

district 1 speaks very little 'pidgin 1• Keeps in the background when village 

visited by patrols , but is a very powerful m1<:i::s man in the Idam river area . 

51 . Hoinor Viarko . - Aged 43, Tultul of Bisiabru. Very 

powerful man, beint a vill1'.ge elder , and the number two on the hereditary 

scale of leadership. No formal education, speaks pidgin, !llld has worked 

outside the area, Appears a little frightened of the administration, but 

has no anti-administration tendancies. He would aupport progress and 

development in the area. Is respected by all, and appears to have a 

certain amount of influence outside the area. O•liet disposition. 

52. Fali Foknau. - Aged 30 ,  o f  Seiawi.Provisionally appointed 

Luluai - a popular choice . No forcal education, has worked outside the area. 

Is not 
·
a hereditary leader . But has great potential, i s  very keen, and is 

pushing for progress and development. Since this area has not been visited 

in the previous five years , it is hard to say what influence he will have. 

Appears to be respected in the Amto area. Pro-administration. 

Baiyentre Hanebebe . - ged 40, hereditary leader of the 

Bai ta hamlet .  Does not speak 'pidgin 1 ,  !::as had no formal education, and 

has not worked outside the area. This is a pocket group, and his .1.nfluence 

is not felt ousidA this group. Unknown potential, but real leader. 

54. Ambe Wabiabe. - Aged 38 1 o f  the Barubi village . Is not 

the real leader, appointed Luluai , Has some influence with his people , 

appears to be anti-administration, No formal education, speaks a little 

pidgin, has not worked outside the "rea. Not a potential leader I feel. 

55 . Katrabe Kawirima, - Aged approximately 601 hereditary 

leader of the Namauwe village. He is the real leader of these people, and 

appears to have influenee over the other nomadic groups in this area . Has 
no interest towfdS progress or development. Possibly due to lack of comtact 

v1ith these people . No f�mal education, and doei; not speak 'pidgin ' •  ,1· 
Dosibe Eblena. - Aged 38, of the Rafin tlo , ' 1 ' group . 

Real leader, also provisionally appointed Luluai. Has influe:ice in his 

village . Speaks a little 'pidgin 1 ,  No formal education. Potential with 

this man, would support development in his area, 

57 ,  Memino Kwoyar . - ged approximately 56 , hereditary and 

roal leader of the Wo.uru village . Keeps very much in the background , But 

is not anti-administration. Ha:; not been employed outside the area , and 

has no formal educ� tion. Shows no interest in developmf'nt . 
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Isumia Tetuwai o - g e d  45, hns acqui red leadership a t  

Wauru village through being Luluai .  Has n o  her editar:r rights o f  leadership , 

as he is formally from Yaseiru . Has no formal educatio n ,  has served a 

prison sentance for being involved in a skirmish with the !dam No . 1 1 1 

village . Was made Luluai on his return ,  and with the help of ¥.auwe Aipo , 

helped to regroup his people into the now iauru village .  Prior to this ,  

the people were scattered about i n  small pocket groups . Does have a certain 

amount of influence with . these people . Has j ust left for a two year term 

working as an indentured labourer . Mainly because there was no progress in 

his area, and there were no avenues i n  which to obtain monitary increments . 

59 .  Bagarapi Atupe . - Aged 22, from the Ura group. Pl'obably 

the most influencial man in the upper fapsiei region. Ras been used since 

1964 as interpretor for this are a ,  and has helped to c ontact the people 

o f  this area . Speaks reasonable ' pidgin 1 , and attende d the Amanab Vocational 

School for two year s .  He is not a hereditary leader, although his brother 

is of the Ura group .  He has acquired leadership through his constant travels 

through the upper Yapsiei . He has tot of influenc e  in the whole o f  the 

upper Yapsiei o This man is a potential leader for this areao 

LAND TENURE AND USE , 

�I). Due to the low population and the large land area ,  the 

XD:t syst em of land tenure practise d in certain part s  of thdls area, is 

different to that found in the rest of the region, administered b;)' the 

Green River Patrol Post . In the highly populat ed villages , the land is 

owned by clans , and the land has oark�d boundaries .  In this case ,  one 

does 11ot inherit a certain p<'.'rtion of ground, but memb ership to clan ground, 

which entitles the person to rights of usufruct o 

61 . The vi llages in the upper Yapsiei do not appear to have 

any marked land boundaries ,  land can be claimed by usufruct. Once an 

extended family uses thi s  ground , and gains title to the land through 

rights of usufruct , the land belongs to the clan , and is not owned by 

an individual .  An example of this case being the Ura group , wh:?re land 

has been at tained by usufruct by nuclear familie s .  T.n this case , it appears 

that there is a traditional system of land inheritan c e  by patrilineal 

descent .  

62 . Where ground is owned by a clan, once a member builds 

his garden houee1  and plnnts his garden , no one can harvest his resulting 

cropo  This is his .,ole right, even though he does not have oole ownership 

of the groundo The ground is owne d by th� clan,  but s tands of sago .. re 

owned by individual members of that clan. On the death of a clan memb er ,  

any produc e that he has plante d ,  belongs to h i s  eldest son. In other words 

the rights of usufruct are practi sed , ther<> is no individual ownerchip of 

ground . 

l 'I 
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of . . . . . . . .  '.'[';$1'. .!:?�P..+.ri .• . . . . . .  
(o-

. . . . . .  Report No . . .Q.R.T-!:::TI'l . . :\P:Y.1l .. J'/.'.r.RQk.F9. ... . . . L - 1 970/71 

Patrol Condu..,ted by . . . . . . . . f: . .  ,.::f., . .  : 7..l!�:.:QQ.P., . . f\$'.?Ji';.1'.�.�IT . . :r'�.'.l'.�01 . . .  9.1.'.'rJgffi,, . . . . . . . . 
Area Patrolled . . . .  

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans ... "'ti'jQ°'·,;""tfiF:t( 
Natives .. . . . . .  h .. . l . .@.��'.R::i . . . R ... :P .• . 4 ... . � ... Q:,.9 • 

Duration-From . . .J.9/ . .  8 .. / !9.70 .. . to . . 2L/ . . Jl../19 . . 7o.. and 23/8/70 to 28/10/70 . 

Number of Days . . . . . . . 9.l'!Y.fl . . 11.X..(19.LP!.,X'.9.r. 
Did Medical Assistant Accompany? . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J.i;'.:$ .... . 
Last Patrol to Area by-District Services.Z.4 . . / . .5. ./19 .. 9.5 .. 

Medical . Z.4 . . /. .5 . ./19 .. 9.5 .• 

Map Reference . . . . . . . . . 11!:.¥' . . . R+. Y,l:.11 . . .  .1 .:.aso.roo . . 

.)bjects of Patrol. . . .  �� . . . . 3�rJ�\b�;;¥3it()�/1�Jj/%f�1���: . . �!r£1\;��� . . . . . . . . . . . . 
YA.PSI �I ·uvER flREA. 

·· .. ····-cr· "ro· ··c01."?itt°'f.'R�i···sT'&J¥ . . . aF>··!Dxv·¥1.'P3t1fr . . c·:tiifo's"rirvfaroN. 

Director of District Administration, 
PORT MORESBY. 

Fo1warcied, please. 

I I 19 

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund 

$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
$ .. 

District Commissioner 

I 
I 
I l 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA & NEW GUINEA . 

PATROL REPORT . 

Report Numlter. 

Sub-District. 

District. 

Couu.cil/Non-CoUAcil Area. 

Patrol Conducted 1t7. 

Desisn.ation. 

Area P11,trolled. 

PersOllJlel Accoap&JQ'iAc Patrol s 

Duration of patrol. 

D:.te and iuratioA of laet 
D .D.A . 1atrol to area. 

Cltjecta o f  Patrol. 

Total population of Area. 

Map Reference. 

Villa«• Population Register. I 

Green Rinr No. 1 - 1 970/1 971 . 

West Sepilt. 

A .J .Ha.slewood. 

Aasietut Patrol Officer. 

Iclaa Ya111iei Ceuua Di'ri.eioA. 

Iwo Wahu - Aid Poet S111erTI.aor. 
4 aealters of the RoP . & .N .a.c.  

Da t e  out - 19/8/70 
Date ill - 21/8/70 

Date out - 23/8/70 
Date ill - 28/10/70 

Total of 70 d&)'• • 

24/5/65 to 24/7/65 • 65 da711. 

IAitial Ceasus of part of Yapaiei 
riT r area. 
Census ReTieioa o1 Idu r1Ter area, 
and part Yapeiei riTer area. 
To compile Area Sttid7 of Idam-Yapaiei 
Cenaus Di Tisioa. 
Consolidatioa of Adaillistrati.on 
Innuenoe in area. 

1835 

May Rinr 1 1250,000. 

Ellclose4. 



1 9/8/70 . 

20/8/70. 

21 /8/70. 

23/8/70 . 

GREEN RMR PATROL REPORT NO. 1 (b) OF 1 'fZ0/71 , 

PATROL DIARY, 

0400 - FiDl.ll packing of' patrol gear carried out. 
071 5 - Tractor lef't f'or Dio River w1 th part of 

Patrol equipment, and f'uel . 
0830 - I de-riarted Green River by motor cycle f'or 

Dio River mouth, arrived 091 5,  tractor 
at•rived at 0925. Gear loaded on to canoe. 

0945 - Sent a1ngle car1oe ( powered) , down Sapik 
River to f'etch outl:loard motor lef't at Maha. 

1 1 00 - Departed Dio River, travelled up the Sep1k 
River. Using double canoe. Both 35BP and 40 
outboa.rda giving trouble. Water pump b1•oken 
on the 40. 'l'he 35 repaired. Slow progFesa to 
Kobararu. 

1 800 •• .Arrived Koba ra ru  decided to mnke ca'llp. Cargo 
left on double canoe with three men attending. 
Slept Kobararu. 

0730 - Made read.v to der:nrt. 35 HP outboard giving 
trou':>le . o tor rune!. but gears have ja11111ed. 
Drive shaf't loose. Tried 40 HP, going very 
slow as I am worried of over heating. 

1 1 30 - Fin lly departed Kobararu. Stop 1ng fJVery now 
and then to cool engine. 

1 330 - A rrived at Iau village, Village deserted. 
Canoe unloaded, gear put in rest house . 

1 500 - Double canoe deµirted for Green Rt ver. Two 
policemen and I stopped at Iau. 
Slept Isu. 

0800 - All morning spent re-packing patrol gear. 
1 530 - Helicopter arrived ex Green River, I went 

with Mr I . Smi tmanie A .D . o. and pilot, we 
f'ollowed the Auauet River (Yapeie1) looking 
for Na.!llduwe and No, 1 2 1 Raf'in villages. A 
W"Jman having been murdered. Several landings 
na.de, inforraont found, 1m:ioes1ble to land at 
scene of crime . Investigate on patrol . I 
returned to Green River, erri ving 1 800 . Aerial 
survey of' roods tomorrow, resume patrol on 
23/8/70. 

0930 - Dep·�rted Green R iver with O:N'icer 1n Charge, 
Mr I . Sm1tmani e  (Aeuiotl'nt District Of'f'icer) . 
Tractor to mouth of Dio River. 

1 1 30 - .� rrived Dio River, :t'uel d equiµner1t pocked 
on to double canoe. 

1 300 - Deported D i o .  One engine caught f'i re . 40 HP 
only used . But the third motor, a 20 HP wo e  
found t o  b e  usenble. Both water PUmpe 
re ired, 

1 81 5  - Arrived Isu. P tz•ol ge,,r unlo dP.d, and packed 
in .. eat house 
Sle'Pt Isu. 

� .  

oh 



24/8/70. 

25/8/70 . 

26/8/70 . 

27/8/70 . 

28/8/70. 

29/8/70. 

0930 - Departed in uin8'cy' f'o1 "1ake and Kaseipu. 
Informing councillors OJ. next Council 
meeting • .A lso trying to get carriers f'or 
the Y psiei petrol. Returned I su. 

1 1 1 5  - Travelled up the Yaps1.ei River by porie�ge 
dine,hy , to see if it would be navi ga • 
Tr·i cd to repair Council mo tor . 

" 

1 600 - Contact mo de with lllnannb via Squad Call. 
Slept I su. 

0630 - Cnnoe Gent downstre ll!I to ge� carriers fran 
the village of Kobararu. 

1 030 - Canoe returned W1 th seven men. Mr Smi tmanis 
11nd I sorting out rmd mixing f'uel ,  llDd still 
try-1ng to repair the Council mo tor . 

1 300 - Somo c rriers taken by poweI•ed canoe up the 
Yap siei ,  wi ll pick them up tomorrow with any 
extra men thll t they hnve recruited. Returned 
late a:rternoon to I eu, will move tomorrow. 
Slept Isu. 

0830 - Departed I su .  Canoe low in the w ter due to 
lar cargo. Yapsiei water level is vecy low. 
Progress is very slow, many hidden tree stumps. 
I trovelled by powered din&,.<13'. Late morning I 
became ill , vomiting, etc. 

1 31 5  - Dinghy left at the hamlet of Koktibi,  as o . r . c .  
Green M r  Sm1tmnn1s , is walking up to Censua 
the Wauru vi llage. I continued upstream on the 
double canoe .  Yapsiei spl:\ ts into two !Min 
branchee, one ia difficull; to navigate. Tried 
the other branch, now very dirt'icul.t to make 
progress . Many rapids. Canoe tangled on tree 
submerged in water. A dangerous moment. But 
qui ck thinking by policemen saved the day. 

1 620 - de a river camp at the mouth of the Gwin 
River. Slept Gwin Camp. 

0645 - Bight men sent upstream to Ile1s vi llage by 
canoe, taking up rice find rat ions , salt etc . 
Double cn.noe sent downstrel\m '9' � � 
to ]"ick up 0 . 1 . c. Green at KoktllPi . 

1 430 - O. I. c. a rrived. roke o mp, ond travelled 
upstream to Ilets village. A very slow t:t:tlp. 

1 655 - .Arrived Ilei s , Rest house repaired, made camp. 
Slept Ilei s .  

0800 - Work atarted on bui lding '1 nevr police rei:;t 
house. lly leg has now become ve1>y B\Vollen, 
with dark blue blotches , vecy pein:f"ul to 
walk . Receiving penicilin. ShotgunA sent out 
to f1r.J. t'ood. Talks with Tul tul no. Lulua.1 . 
Told to :retch people nbsont 1n bush. 

1 630 - No contact mo.de with A111i;rmb . Tried, but to 
no "Tail. 
Slept Ile i a. 

0800 - People have not all arrived from th buah, 
impossible �o Census. •:ii.ill h v lng l.1·ouble 

th my leg. Work continues on wit the Rost 
Houae f'or the policemen\. 

1 630 - Some people arrived from bush, rest of the 
people will arrive tomorrow moming. 
Slept Ileio.  

ch 



?;0/8/70. 

31 /8/70 . 

1 /9/70. 

2/9/70 . 

3/9/70. 

4/9/70. 

0800 

1 650 

- Some people still ::-bsent , o. I. c. ;1111 census 
in tho � f'tcl'Tloon . J.!en sent out to try :ind 
shoot a pig or cusgawary . The re at '!forked on 
the new rest house . ini'o!':"..lc l.  t.nlks with people. 

- o . r . c. Green started taking cei.'lua , when this 
was finished he t\ave Poli ti cal 'Mucation talks 
etc. These f'inielied ::i. t  1 840. lile.iicul treatment 
g1 van. One man with hie f'oot nearly eaten away 
by a tropical ul-::er. Wi ll. need +.o be omputatf.ld. 
Refused to go to Ai d Po st . Pl.enty cf food 
bought . Sago and banana. Fish plentyful . 
Slept Ilei s. 

0700 - Men started bai ling out water from canoes and 
repairing petrol gear f'or early depa rture. 0,  
I . e .  departed b y  dinghy, I travelled by canoe . 

09?;0 - Departed Ileis. Progress very slo"ll, rmny rapids 
&lld ai:posed logs, pJ ·.ts shallow waters, Canoe 
n i•ly Upset at one point, one canoe full of' 
wa ter . Ni!l i tems lo st , some tions set wet. 

1 41 5 - A rrived at mouth of' the junction of Bowye nnd 
Yapsiei. Tried to dry rice in the atm, Having 
me.de comp on the river bank . Camp mado under 
canva. sll . Squad Call contact with Amanab, ,no news . 
Slept Bowye River camp , 

0700 - Equipment mo.de N>.3dy f'or p trol to Bai te. Rest 
of' oorgo to be sent up s t ream to Imnai villnge. 

��i;.��m:d a!a �w��r;
r
����s�

i
�!�t �i

t
�a!: to 

go by canoe to Imnai . 
0930 - Crossed Yapsiei by canoe , then :t'ollowed o faint 

track unt111 we reached the junction <:>f th.i 
Bowye M.d Bai ta. Rivers. : .  

1 400 -Deci ded t o  IMke c mp. One pig shot. Rations 
i s sued. Slept junction of Bowye and Bai ta . 

0845 - Depa1·ted bush camp . Followed faint truck until\ 
reaching an.other f'ork of the i ta River . Then 
cut a bush track for twenty minutes ,  i'ollowing 
the course of the Bai ta. Then vr 1ked up the 
river bed, 

1 030 - A rrived at one garden house, six people present . 
Vloited for cargo boys nd iutorpretor to arrive. 

11 00 - Talks \T.l th poop le . Decided to camp here .  People 
sent into the bush to find the remeinine people . 
Plenty o:f fooCl brought for purcl ee , ·.:oetly tflro 
and banana . Will census tomorrow. 
Slept ita. 

0730 - O . I . C . Green clennrterl to "f"iu his J.og, and check 
on the gardens 01· ttrnse pee Jl o, to s<;c th t 
there rre no sick people being t idden , 

0900 - I took cenous, difficult ,  PG the interpreter i a  
not s 7ery p;ood Pi dgin speaker . Two bsent, 
hnv1np :!Qnu to t e .\id :Poat .i'.; l.'iu'll, /. totnl of 
27, medtc'.l� t�·-tmeJ'lt wri e  giv,:on, nd I gnvf.l 
th" ueoiile Ltfol'!ll31 tc1ks on t,he ork of' the 
"dm1n1stration. 

1 1 30  - O . I . c . 1°ett1rned, Intorm 1 ta lks wit people . 
Plant-; o� !fol ctought\ Dog t'ou..-�'i lr tcr. 
S l ept A" iW , 

0830 - Dep rtcd D11i ta f'or Il!ITI 1 .  Tri.:. ck very :faint in parts . L"l1•ge nmmp sections , 'l'licso ro dCJ e r  
used Ve!'Y oft n ,  hence they re ovcrgro .1, &: 

nd swamp cect1on... e not been line·1 i th 
timber, Slo• pz·ogr o du to 1 ck of kno led 
of correct l'011te . rriv d i 1 300 . 
8lept Imru: i ,  

ch 



5/9/70. 

6/9/70 . 

7/9/70. 

0800 - T lk 1th I,ulu 1 nd 'l'ult ll or !lll1Ul:! . 'o t o:f' 
day spent in r pnck1nct ,d check:1ng p...'ltrol e• r, 
tinf! etc. eing ,., . .::ked into rucks0ck , J'•ir 
e sier C! r�y1ng. 

1 3"?0 - The 1n t ·wrr,.tor to be used in he h - a· to!'n ot: 
he Y'lpai �· "'"1 v ' "!ly :rt. n n me ' s  
• r:ar:'lr "'· ,  ne comes .Pro 1 th WuI'U h lll1et .  It s 

dl1':f'1 cult to [:et foo rom the IMaa1 ' s , 1md they 
o not ve1•y lt lnf'ul , 11 car� b::>ys id in 

t ie i:..f'tm'l'loon, oat o the Iou � to Peturn to 
th 1 r  r i l l  ge, they � re  rlvoI' m en  •nd c"n.'l'lot 
o·rr;' v"lry well. Tho Kol: roru ' end c.uru' r:r 
provi118' to be <'OOd cnrrters. Recrni t tomor ·ow. 
Slept Imnc 1 . 

0800 - In;.orm. 1 t lll: s 1,;o at of' the df1y. Conat. pi 
reported a 1 ok ,  �xcre;\ting blood . 111 h ve to 
be sent back it' it continue , check Lomor1 0  • 
A lit tle food bo 1ght t g· in, one 11<1 pig ; ot. 

1700 - O ,  I . e. Greon t ·ing oen us. Pini shod t 1 840 . 
T lks given by Sm1tm ni a. Modicnl t1•o tme;1t 
aiven. Sli:mt Imn 1 .  

C800 - I! d pl o d  to J.epo.rt ti.)d.D.y , But r ... mi t  
doci•led not to, torrcnti 1 r in 1 .oroln 
River is in :f'lood, tracko re under water, 
the Imn:i1 ' s reluctunt to ' rr·y s tho;f h v 
f'aast rr ged f'o;:o to;1i t. I oikc·l on th 

r1 ting out of' n w o.;nm.w lw •tlii. 
1 845 - Conr.c1 llo r of Kob r· ru b1•ought in • othor line 

o'f coplc which h d not been censused. They e r  
f' r  !!! t e v1ll a of' L 1 .  Ir Smi tmnis t• Uced 

t p;re· t l lgth tl) these peopl e , j t oti1 d p r 
th t the.I' rre resi:iin in 'e � Irian. 
Cl.ept Imnn 1 .  

8/9/70 . 0800 

1 01 5  

1 33 

91 /70. 0755 
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1 v/9/7v . 

1 1  /9/70 , 

1 2/9/70 . 

1 3/<;/70 . 

� '.i/9/70 . 

0900 - Stiu•ted to cross the Yupsi 1 iver i hich io now 
in flood af'ter heavy roin over night . Completed 
crossing by 1 005. Cu tting ro d wi ·�n 1 1 1 0  until\ 
the j unc tiUu ,. the \'ago raba1 d Yepsi ei wns 
reached. \' , i tod for the canoes to urri ve to recJ.'Qss 
the Yapsj ei , cnd t ravel up the \':n� rab.U. . .Arrived 
1 1 55 ,  all effects carri ed across . l/la�e camp a t  the 
J unction of the Sumka and W1.ti:sarab4'\ rivers . Good 
sit !'or ai rdrop . Gr·ound cleared !'or b..i.sh camp . I 
walked around the loo l gardens , and vi si ted the 
h et of' Namauwe . Informed thooi of' the proposed 
census tomorrow , Pood io plent.l.f'Ul , taro !llld 
ballalla, 
Sl ept Sumlta oacy, 

0800 - Cont inued clear. qg cump oi te. Good oi tc f'or rest 
houoes, 

1 300 - Agr d  .. n visited 1'a uwe hom1et , r..nd also 11 the 
gsrden house s , i:t m1nding tb m of' Census , and to 
brin� 1n f'rcah lo c'l l  :foods . 

1 730 - Ar:r1 ved back at Sumku . T l.lcs with Mr Slli1 trr.anis . 
Nrunauwe ' s u1·rived at 1 755, tco late tc. Census . 
Advised them tl'.at vie will censes tomorrmr roo rn1ng. 
Contact was made 11th Amana.b et 1 �30 .  Food was 
plent ifu l . A lot of' T . U' a, treatment -.1ve.n. 
Slept Sumka camp. 

0800 - CarciO boys f'rom Inll'lf'i naid 1.JUl rrnnt back to their 
v111cge . !!ad pr-oved tu be unwilling wo rkers, and 
w.:irc causing strif'o m. th the other carriers. 

0900 - C nsus tuken. These people related to the � 
mlct . Sorre f'righter..ed by � presence ond hid 1n 

the bush. 'Further modical tro tnien t g1ven. Somo 
oases of yaws . Inf'om:..l talks , etc. 

141 5 - Continued with writing out new census :rorms . Work 
started on b:iilding two bi g canoes to t:ike us back 
doun the Ya :i,siai River , ·hen t�ie i•ea ho s been 
f'ully ,Jat roJ,:ed . 
<>lept Sumkn camp, 

091 0 - Dep:.l't .d Sumk :for lbfin iro ' 2 ' villi' e. •)lking 
over little used tt"'ck, itacy streams to be 
creased. Lnrge tt.<I\.i gnrt'ens. 

1 1 45 - �r1v d • .,"'in. Cu •rieNl ..,rrived i 250 .  Info rme� 
!>COple of Cen uo L, et'ternoon, ll'ooC. plent i f'ul ,  

1 700 - Cen::iu 3 t ...:er> by l.!x• ilmi ti,  ni · . o l  lo11ed. by ti:.ll::s . 
l ept under c'.lnva s� ot RAf'1n No ' 2 ' . 

0830 - C" 1:rt �r., rrom "1t• r�r«b11< ·nd .. 1.ff.n paid, Int'ormo.l 
tnl'rn \lir.11 th;:i v1 1 1  core . Th�n I lwcl :.i talk to 
K •PSO Meharche , who woe auepected of ki lling his 
wi e .  

091 5 - K1'L:> lfehsrabe .rres ted nn c·•utioned. All of' thi 
,,.,s d.on under t'1e gt.idi:nce nf Mr Smi tmani e. 

0940 - De:;. teJ for· tt.e ,i€:ne of th "l 0rim , a lurge house 
built on the rro;..ui ct kn.own ae Bubriari . Ap.9r·ox. 
seventJ I!lin·i.tes ·m lk . ueetionod Sowanimi Duanab" 
one of' the w1 tness s . L ter returned to in. 

1 630 - Cont ct t ded .o be mad.: ·i th Al!l[>nab - f'u1led, 
1 81.15 - Spoke to t o ot er wi tn eenee , Iso1t1runea WokllJTIEIVOa 

und DoW1hilnhai Do'j;'esobi . 'l'o ld them t t they 
would be req1 1 red to po to Oz· e:\ River • 
... l�pt . f'j 0 ' 2 ' . 

ch 
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1 5/9/70 .  

1 S/9/70 . 

1 7/9/70. 

1 8/9/70. 

1 9/9/70. 

20/9/70 . 

0800 - Talks •."Ii th peop �, im.d f'inished collecting census 
names. Packed llild d.eparted f'or Raf'in No 1 1  ' ,  
orr:l.ved Fl t  1 145. WuJ.k1ng easy , but track had to be 
re-cui; in parts . The crossing of' the Yo:reie1 took 
a long time, as it was chest high. Som., of' the 
small s treams proved slippery . Hamle .. has 11>ven 
houses. Worn sent out f'or people to c;>me in. Rest 
house in poor state, tent sails erected., Plen t) of' 

���t �a�� b��;, 
•
also village pig. 

0730 - Police sent to checl: thG level of' the l"a1)sie1 . Very 
heavy ra in in the night . Still iting :ror the 
villagers to come :l.n. Several people arrived f'rom 
the Tele?omin area , from a village on the Fuk 
Riv<:>r they ish to settle in Ra:fin. 

1 700 - •r Srrl tmanis started t king census, medi cal aid 
given, f'oll ::-wea. by instructive ta lks. A 1 rge 
����i�f'�;. r;��h f'ood bought. 

0800 - Police sent again to the Yapsici,  eavy re in in the 
night has increased the f'low of' water. Dec:l.d.ed to 
wai t  unt11 tomorrow . Started building new rest 
houses. If' .rain continues, have decided to go back 
to Wagt;irabw, ant reach the Sllgonga area by another 
route. Food not so plentiful today. 
Sl pt R in '1 ' .  

·0830 - Dcpar>ted Rnt'in. Follow1ng the Yaps1e1 . Due to being 
mi ss in:f'ormed we have lost a day, as it wou1d have 
bean possibl e to do thi s walk yesterday . Traolt ha s  
been 1 1  ttle used. Difficult wnlkillg in psrts,.. steep 
Dlop1ng hills and slippery tracks. 

1 400 - Made camp under canvo.a�. 
1 630 - Tried to contact Ams.nab , no contact made . 

Slept under canvas�. 

081 5 - Departed. Difficult walking, slippery tracks. Still 
walking along tlw Yapsiei gorge . Finally arrived at 
the Tabu iver. This vras crossed at waist high. 
Some more rugged count;.'Y f'ollowed, then croased 
1J1e Yapsiei River. 

1 345 - Made camp on the banks of' the Sugonga River near 
the h let of' Barubi . Plenty of' taro bought. 
Sle-pt. Barubi on the bonks of' the Sugonga. 

071 5 - D parted cump and D T'r1ved at the main Barubi hamlet 
at 0945, our>riera nrrived at 1 050. oat of' the \mlk 
following t e r1.v'.3r, very slippery in parts . F'ood 
1 s very .)l entif'Ul, census tomorrow. Another hnmlet 
clos<;i too . t wi ll w·1lk to this hamlet ond census 
tomorrow, U:r Sl"li t!'l8llis will census the Barubi ' s. 
Lc>rge '!Ur:intity of' f'ood bought. 
Slept B11ruM . 

081 5 - Deoo rted Barubi . b'o llowed the �ugo�a River, 
cutting aero s �·ny �ributnrie s. SliP.!)ery walk1r1g. 
atrabonebi et is situated on top o:f a very 

steep hill. One l'irge col!l'lluni 1 hou c, plus 
nnother small one which belongs to the Lttlua1 . Sick 
persona trt. .. t.,J, &Jul ! 'wok oeneus. Followed by 
normol talking top os. en departed f'or Barubi . 

1 350 - I r1•ivecl buck at Barub1. 
1 GJ0 - Contact =de with V m.mo t.nd .Amunab . Aird1•op 

Thursday. 
1 700 - Hr Sm1 tm·.n1a took cenaue of Borubi hamlet . edical 

1d givon. Fo:nowo.._ by t lks. 
Glept n rubi . 

ch 
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22/9/70. 

23/9/70. 

24/9/70. 

25/9/70 . 

C'7:)(; ' I  .ic;>:..r t t 1  !.<1».1 & ruli:i , !er the l:illllka c .. p en the 
l'l�ar ... hai . hr . :;.u.tlll&Aio atop••' llehiJld to tr7 aad 

011.t11ct •\maJlab. L!.ter I foud out that no codact 
• ..., lllli.da . Follove4 riTar lle4 for two houra, thea 
ntar t eC: to lim5. Clim9od for j .. t OTer u hour. 
'Ihie 1110untain tock 2l4 hour• for the carriers to 
cli.mil. After rHchiac the aumai t, there 19 a Ter7 
steep deco>nt. Oae l1u to toll- a Yer, •li•per7 
3t1·•:;..:. , ir:iU.cu lia.:.: l..r;:e llc:.il4era. Ver, diff1oult for 
carrioro. Made huder lly A<>a•:r p-owtha OD thOH 
llouldar.$ • .Reac:hea the llacaraki riTH', ••T•ral 
re-c:i: �aaingio mucie. 

; 5, 1 - :lec1.d"'i\ tc• l!ldkt> ci .. p 011. th• �· of the rinr. 
Curhr.i n1'rin4 at 1 / 1� • .1-TJ rd.a at 1735. 
Carriers fro• llualli ill :.011r coaditioa9 ntferiq 
fro11 there firot atu .. t at curJiac carp. O . I . C .  
t o  tr, and coatact Aaaull oa Radh to110rrow. 

0800 - Radio coatact -4• with ....._, .  Hr. Sld.tlllu.1• to 
return to Green Rinr. WAS.lAt O.I .c.  coatacted Auaall, I 

walked en to the S1lllka o..,, arr1Te4 0930. Moat of 
da;r epoat •re}IU'iac the • .., for •rvpoeed air 4rop. 
Exe••• •atrol oqui .. eat -4• roaq to � llaok to 
GrHn Rinr with 0 .1.c.  Lari• 111 llousht• J'ood atill 
ple11.tifJal. All nrpr1aed1 u wllii.t tho ad.a part:r 
rtaited the upper Ia1•1e11 tifteoa ••n oto.pod at the 
Sllllka ou1p to 'luil.d caao••• Tr;r and coataot �11 111. 
90railll• 
Sle•t SWlka Oall:J • 

0530 - A naat:r awcltenias . la1MO the •ri•oaer haa Hoa••'• Bo 
haa Ileen with the .. trol aiaoe lli• arre•t at Ito. 2 
lilafiJI. A1parentl;r he •l1P1•• hie haadoaffa iD the aipt . 
He wae euppoH4 to lie watohe4 1l;r four 1ol1oe•••• I 
deJarted at e6oo iato the n.h, to He if I could f1ncl 
aa:r 1111!1 of hi• Heape route. Mr. Sld.t-U• ato,pe4 
llehind, u he wutecl to make coataot with Aauall. 

0800 - No contact -cl• with Amaaall . Ilea.awhile I coatiauecl rt 
eearch .  All the local ••••l• were ooatacte41 aa4 I 
told th•• to llriar in their au•, 1tu.ah lmiT••• llow• 
&Ad arrowa. 4 I did 11.0t wut IC&•ao to 1•t laold of an;r. 
I fouad hia tra10ka, llut the;r the;r at••••cl a t  the •ell• 
of the r .. arallai rinr. Seara k••t 11p all cla;r. Airdrop 
aite co .. leted1 but no airdrop ae prold.H4. Spent alot 
of ti .. with the rtlla1era, augceated that tbe;r help 
me find Kapao . Mr. Sld.taaaia t6 clepart tomo row b;r 
powored canoe/• Thi• arrind allout fiT• d81• ago, to 
llring up ,anothe.· pollceau. 
SleJl t Sualta (laJIP• 

0500 � Early rise &4':aiJI• Patrol 1•ar not requirecl packed onto 
the do1..l>lc cllJl.Oe. 

0615 - Mr. &U.tmanis, 1iitaeue11 a.nd interpretor departed. 
0300 - rriod to Gl&ke conhct with Alla.nab - fail••· ork on 

11..Lrdrop .site t i�rove ita aurface . 
1 1 30 - \ir op ... 1. lly 206 Ce:om1a lt�lonciAg to Aerial Toure. 

A 10� reconr)'• All paper wrappiqs of aone:r adT&Ace 
burst, 150 I had a f .. houra of counting and re-wrapping. 
M7 own food waa bdl;r knocked allout. Tried to acljut 
radio ,  could lie lla.thl'J troullle. 

1 600 - Tried to contact Aaaaall till 1 645 - no luck. No aewa 
ot the escaped priaoaer . I had giTen the Malet of 
NRJ1&uwe a clq to tr1 aad ti.ad hill . Will aouat a full search 
in the morniq, llut t-n •e ia a Ter:r lar1• area to coT•r• 
can ll11t tcy. llamauwe villager• haTe run awq too. lour 
dugout oiilloea are ready f or ci� trip downatreaa. 
s� ... pt Sumlta ca.mp. 

' I  



26/9/70. 

27/9/70. 

28/9/70. 

29/9/70. 

r 

071.5 - Ca.noe macl.e read7 to take the Lal.11&1 of Un, alld. hi• 
PefPl.•1 !NI.ck to their rinr d•• l:laalet. Paid th .. 
for the work that the7 11&• doae on tll• airllrop mite. 
The7 "•parted at 0845. CaJ'rl.er• troa the Sepilt will 
take �h•• down to Ura, ,.:.Al will then � the o.-. 
llack to the Swaka a..,. 

0900 - Depart" with two polieeHa aad an Iaterpretor for 
the .iafin &rff, u thia -• the eaen• of the •riM� 
and Kap.o could •ell u·re retvae• aad laid 111 thi• area. 
Vbited all the rardeaa ill tho il&tia area, wllilllt 
doing tlaia, I aonbat•• aiae of th• llaaan•'• 1lllo 
had l"Wl awq. I explaia9' that I wiahed thea ao hara, 
appareatlf tll• Lal.11&1 of llanlli hell tel' thea tlaat 1• 
wa• goiJlg to arnat the• all aad .... the• to Qr,,oa 
Rinr. H•••• th• ••• exit. Ga•• tho• t \aeoo1 aa4 
tried to Ilia there ooafH• .. •• J':lullf aanot to 
contact tho rHt of there sro.,, aall llriq th .. Mok 
to th• S\Ullra • ..,. Iaterprotor ateppell rith th••• 

181.5 - Arrind •Ilk at th• Sllllka • ..,, raUoaa 1Hud1 u 
no looal trellh foocl a•ailalll . . 
Slept Sllllk& oallpo 

0800 - Carrier• sent 011t fiehiac, other ••n seat ollt to fiad 
, ... . I waited at tile • .., for the Jlaaaawe '•• Speat 
91 tiae wrltiq out HUU lllleeta. 

16JO - Some of the people arri•ecl• 
18JO - Illhrpretor UTi•••• •kte• tlaat ••t ef th• .. ople 

were now aok in the haalet. 'l'lleae w!ao U. ani.Y .. 
earlier I apok• to, ulliag for \lllen ll•lJ w fiM 
Kapao. Bo'lglat treoh food fro• \Ill••• .. o.ie tQoe lot 
a l.arr• q ... ut1 tlllollllll, i&nM rau.aa. 

1 905.- Oae ... arri••d1 iafermeel M tkt ltapn1 tll• priaoael'1 
wa• at tde IUluae oeeld.ac rood aad oheltel' fer th• 
night. 11110 ... to14 •• that Ile ...-ted to help .. , M 
I eKplaia•d Ill plaa to hill aa• \Ille polio-. le thea 
retlll'Jaed to hi• houae' •M•t fort7 aialltea walk ••AJ) • 

1935 - I aent two polio-• aad .... oarso MJ• to Uia .... 
house, the7 nrre ... •• it , ad on \Ille pYen •ipal1 
th• aan pw.llMd 1a,... He held hia utill tho poll••••• 
pllt han4ollfte 011 him. 

2105 - Arri••• llaok at S.U. eup. A tweat7 fear It.av pard 
to lie kept on priaoael'. Depart toaori�• for Ileia. 
Slept S1111k& o..,. 

0545 - AroH ull paoked .. trol rear oato dovllla oaaoe. 
0705 - Talka with tho N ... aw• '•• �laia•ll tho workiqa of 

law and order to th .. , alUl theake4 thea for tile ll•lJ 
that tho7 had ghoa ... All rtl.las•r• HI'• p_.,.a -u 
token present. - all appeare• hepp7 ... r•li•n•. 

0820 
-

Departed for Ileia. lllliag two doallb oaaoea, a •iacl• 
oanoe1 and tin larr• rafts. I ha.d tried o ooataot 
"--\ from o800 to o8151 Wt to AO &Yd.lo OllJ' little 
oon.01 hfd IU.Q little happeaiq• on ear downard trip. 1 
Rath llr� up1 ouoea filliag with water eto . ,  wt 
•• all lll"l'ind in one piece, it not a liltle wet. 

1.550 - Arrind Ile191 .. t and tired. 
161.5 - Tried to aontaot Aqaall lllltill 1645 - no lllOko 

Bo11ght food. 
2000 

-
Yaaa , the iatel'Jlr•tor for th• I4aa aeation, n�rteci 
that the • was trouble at his d.Uase, it appear• that 
two woae11 ud two children ha•e ken ki"'-PP••• H1A 
Tillage 1e called Jligua. BT all aoaovata, - Ma 
fro• the Ha7 Rinr area ha•• done th• lddnappiq. till 
infora the O , I  .c , at Green Xi•er when the pr1onner coee. 1 
Slept Ileie. 

081 .5  - Departed Ileia for Kokti\1 , arrind 1 1 45, Ou Dl&ll from 

�
- �;.ii�.�o Aid Peet, 11a11 with T.u.  



29/9/70 .cont . 1230 - Two policemen, plus prisoner, the sick man aad another 

interpretor departed for Green River lly doullle canoe . 

�at of the cargo sent by carriers to Wauru from Koktilti. 

Had to uee women and cnildren to help carry the cargo, 

journey took one hour aLd fifty m'nuha. Made oaap .  
Food l)lcntiful. Told that t l: e  Agweisa ' •  had gone to a 
dance at Rafin No . ' 1 ' rlllas•• 

Sle-pt Wauru. 

30/9/70 . 08�:> - A amalJ. line of Diromof ' s  came in for Cfllll!Ullt the)' liTe 

close to the Wau riYer, infect there ha•let is called 

Y1au , Censused, medical t11• giTen, followed lty ta.lk• · I 

then asked three of th8 Wau ' •  to fetch the Aeweisa ' a  

from �fin N o  ' 1  ' . Reaaining cargo htched from Koktibi. 
Rluaning short of •eat for carriers, wellt shootill& with 

m• from Wauru, 'l&S attacked lty· pig at 1 '<lf.5• Later, a 
man .. as attacked lty a pis • I wus luck;, 1117 two dos•· cl.roTe 

of the pig. aoweTer the '9.D waa ne t ,  lteing out in aeTeral 

places, stitched llP by Aid Poat Superrlaor. V/111 lie sent 

to Green Ri'ffr• Plent7 o f  food nailalt:l , for purchase. 

Slept Wauru. 

1/10/70. 071 .5  - Some carriers paid, as they 'lfiah to carryin the sick man 
to Grattn RiTer. Shortage of carriers, will baTe to use 

wc,;men and children to llel» carr:r i;o Icla•• 
0830 - Departed Wauru. Arriyed at Iclaa No. ' 2 '  at 1 105. The cargo 

arrived at 1 1 .50 .  
1 2}0 - ill carriers lined. Those wishillg t o  fiaiah lul d  there 

names taken, and sent to Green R:lTer to reoeiTe pa111e11.t . 

Women and children from Wauru paid 40¢ each. Bea'f1 reJ.n. 

Talks with Luluai and 'l'ultul. Heard eneral eoaplaillt s .  

One illagitimatc ltirth, mother h a d  lteen talking o f  killing 

tho child, informed ltera o f  what would happen if she did. 

One man , who ' s  wife has di..i., has run away with another m&D 

wife. '.LnZormed that no airdrop has Ileen made at !dam lo . 

11 ' ,  so I am abort of ratiolls for the carriers. At the 

moment there is plent7 of local f1•eah food availaltle .  

Slept Idaa No . 1 2 • .  

2/1 0/70 . 0800 - Spent moat of the da7 plaAJting patrol routo, and checking 

alld re-packing patrol equip•e•t• Waa iapooai'ble to do the 

census in the morniq, due to torreatial raia. 

3/1 0/70 . 

1 }00 - Decided to start census, as rain has ceased. Finished at 

approximaul;r 15}0 bo1"l'•• I� 1nclu4ee the hamlttts of 

Intilti1 Isaguam and Beiou. 
1 61 5  - People from the Yaaei.ru group arrived, t'l:.ey liTe aear 

Wauru at the 11011eat , although it appears that the7 are 

going to re-group. Some are ltuilding a new hlullet close 

to Idam, whilst others he.Te 111ond into the Wauru haalet .  

Some are still liviag a t  the old l'aeeiru Tillac• • After 

taking census of thie group, the radio aerial waa erected 

anr. l tri0d to cc.ataut Aaanall. 
1 71 .5  - Sett:..in;; complttinte • .:Juying local 1'oo<l to issue to oarriere 

Inionllal talks in �h .. evening. 
Sl.,pt Ic.Wll No. 1 2 1 •  

0900 - Th e  KaWllifi "1·oup o f  µeoplu arrived, the)" liTe close to 

the laa�11 riTer, they are olle of the Biro:no croups. It 
'!lould appear that they haTe 110Ted fl-011 the Western slopes 

of the Yapsiei range, where aoet of the nomadic Biromo ' a  

are found. Had t o  u s e  a woman as interpretor , a• theee 

people have a different • talk' tbu the people of Idam. 

' 1 00  - Walked to Idam Ho . ' 'I '  Tillage. Looked at the Mission 

airstrip - ruao nen1n <' t t tne. lllo o e ckod t the Aid Poe 

tc aee if t�e 01·d l'lJ r, c. 1 pro\i�ooo . Uatal points, plus 

dif!io\llt7 in getting thtt people "o carr)" in aedioal 

aupplioG. 111 cenaua hie vil�e on my retura from the 
�1:;t

h1��a�r��1soae food ltouch • 



4/10/70 . 

5/10/70. 

6/10/70 . 

7/10/70. 

0800 - tarted to recruit n-.w car:r.-iera .  Torrentia1 raia moat 
of the morning. Further t&.lka with t'ie Luluai. and 
Tultul. Theae two men appear Teey Ito••• 

1 2 1 5  - Mioha!tl Me.-a , one o! the 11emltera o! the ted a! looal 
officers in this area (West Sepik ) ,  who are �Tille 
anti T .B. inoculation•, arriTed. He waa escorteC:. '117 
two policemen. Travelled lty d'llC 011t oaao• froa tQ 
Tillage of B1aialtr11 , where the powered. oanoe had left 
them the prerlo118 da7. There cargo 1to7e paid 'Illy •• • 

1 700 - Informal talks with the Tillage people , tilliahed at 
1840 ho11rs. Normal topioa, plu11 worri•• and oeai>laints .  
Slept Idam N o  ' 2 ' • 

0730 - Patrol equipaent lined . Carriere aho:r.-t, oauHd � the 
arr:hnJ. of policeaen &J1d Hiolaao:'.. Mera, whioh I had not 
antioipated. Plu eight aen froa Idd Mo. ' 1 ' had not 
arrind1 later inforaed that the7 had Soll• to the 
mouth of the Idam river to wait for the reortd.ter to 
arri Te , as they wiahed to work on a plaatatioa. Dile 
to not reoeirlag an airdrop, I aa abort of rations 
for the carrier•• .SO I ltought twelT• lars• Nakete 
of saso, thia ahoulcl laet u for a 11a7, and help to 
eu�pliaent the followillg d.ay. TwelTe woaen eaplo;:r•d 
to carr7 these � llketa. 

0815 - final.17 departed :..dam No. • 2 • .  The rov.te followed waa 
a .little difficu1t for the carriere. There waa ao out 
roacl, one had to foll•• the oourH of the riTer, tli• 
proncl hasar4011S at tiaH1 ae the rinr had to lie 
oroesed and re-orossecl on ••••ral oooaaiou .  

1220 - Decided to ..X e  o a 11p .  Carriere arrincl at 14JO. Th• 
Councillor of Isu and -.,. doaHtio went 011t llhoot:iAg 
with there ehotll!una , ltoth haTing ourreat lioo .. • ' •• 
Caap site prepu .td ,, and sail• erected. Sap iaa11ed 
to the carrier• , pl11s one pis which had Ileen ah.ot . 
Slept River oaap . 

0740 - Departed for Nioama. Asai.a, the route followed the 
0011ra1 of the riYer. Slipper;r atoaea, aad ooutant 
river walking !lake thot walki.Jls TU7 Ullooatortaltle 
for the carriers. 

1345 - I arrind at the dllase o! Ni17aaa, carrier• arrind 
at 1640, the laat pair arri'l'illg at 1745. Made O&llp 
under canTaae in the rlllas•• The route ao tar baa 
'Ileen as follo•• • Walk up the Iclaa rinr, untill the 
point wher"! the comltiaed Tawo and Sa17aer riYers join 
the Idam rinr. Follow this section of water untill 
the two riYere aplit , then follow the S..e7aer :-iYer 
to its so11roe in the 11ountaina. Then clialt a ateep 
rid.11, 011 dHce11cliJ1.i the other eid.1, oae follow• a 
s�l mountain atred, this is the source o! the Bol 
river. Keep on followi.Jlg thia rinr, 1t ia then joined 
117 the '/lhiana riv..r. Later it b joiaed lty the S.irl 
rinr. N1aama ia situated just ltefor the junotioa. of 
The Bol a11.d Maaiawi rinra. I fo1111d thd food waa Yer::r 
d.itficlllt to 'buy, so wae thallkflll I had the sago. 
Slept Niaaaa. 

0700 - Tr;ring to re-organize oaap, torrenti1'.l rain and high 
wind• in the night had. played hnoc with us and all 
of the equipment . A da7 of Clr7iag 011t I feel. Still 
waiting for some of the villasera to come in. So I 
continue:i writing 011t c ll8118 aheeta. Appears that the 
village ia also culled '1'41tialti aJld Sori , ltut I noted 
that the village site had been ohanied on aeYeral 
ocoaaiona. Henc e ,  these could be namea o:r tho different 
cro1111ds , or sit••· 

1 630 - Cens11S taken , followed lt;r talka . Some food ltough t . 
Mostly llanana ' a  of Tery poor qualit;r. 



7/10/70 Cont. 1930 - Talks with Ilamare Biamwe and other village people. 

8/10/70. 

9/10/70. 

1 0/10/70. 

1 1/10/70. 

He is the ms.n who has had his wives lddaapped . At 
2120 I finished talking to these people, 'but nothias 
cf any significance wu learnt. 
Slept Nigya111a . 

0700 - Depart ed . Contillued following the Bol rinr. Croslliq 
ciany small etrea11e - aad walking aloq clr1e4 up water 
courHa. Finally reached the Yabu river. J'ollowe4 th:!:• 
untill the junction of the Ya'bu and Lau rivers wu 
reachoci. 

1 430 - Decided to ca111p at the junction of these two rivera. 
Appears that this area has seen llaJq ld.aeraloP,ata, 
ae eeYeral old caap sites were paaae4. Carriers 
arrind at 1,540. Had 'been delqed for o·rer an hour 
wren some carriers had taken a wroac roat. It ie 
apparent that prosree• 1n this area wo11ld 'be ver7 
difficult in the wet Haeoa. Coutaat wal.ldq in the 
rivers "1th there sharp stonee 1a te.kiq ita toll oa 
the carriers . Mall)' elll'reriag with ltrtiee4 ud cllt 
feet . I had aaother .. natve with a wild 1111 ap1a 
my dos caae to 'AT reeou•, b.e howe·rer wae 'ballq aalll••• 
Food very abort , plent7 of saae in the bush. 
Slept river c..,. 

0800 - Decided to cup another da;y here, and rest the carriers. 
Have 'bought two larse easo palaa, carriers c1&ttiq aa4 
washi.llg . Some men sent out to fill4 fiah, llhotsuae out 
loold.Ag for gue. Saco ahollld last u.e for two tqs. 

1800 - Men returned from waahiac •ace• Iaeuecl to ... •• rations.  
Slept Ya'bu an d  La u  cup. 

0700 - The Idam and Wauru carriers had a tight at night over 
food. Nothin& serious. Settled 117 forld.ag a coaittee, 
two 111e». from eact. croup, the7 will 'be 1a charge o� the 
diTieion of food to the cam.era. 

0800 - Departed riYer camp. Followed the Yaltu rinr. Thea 
clia'bed two Hall mouatd.u. BeaV7 raia 1a the aight 
had caused floodiag, an4 ma4e the piq ver7 alip1•1'1• 

1045 - Arrived at the haalet of Awopli, this is the 11.&11• of 
the ground, the rtlla1e naae ia Uaurlta. Most of the 
villagers a'bsent. Somo are 1n the Ka)' River area. A 
no-Ilic e;roup of people. Foo4 ie abort, will haYe to 
llOVe on tomorrow. 

1500 - C nsus taken, !olloHd 'by talks on noraal topioe . 
l'd.chael Mera gaYe ino� ulaticns , and medical aid wu 
given to sick. A total of ourteen people absent. A 
small quantit7 cf food purchaae4 . HeaY7 rain at night . 
Slept U-.rl.ta. 

0810 - Departed Umurita. Moat oi the route untill 1 1 JO  was 
spent climbing a rat of mountaiu. Supei river had 
to be crossed , di!fiulll.t ,  due to it 'beillg in flood. 
Delayed tor nearly an hour, as cuicle took the wrong 
road. Road would o a ccod walking track when dr;y. 
But having a moesy surfac e ,  the h•aY7 r made it 
rather treachercua. 

131 5  - Made camp at an old camp site,  where three ot the 
triltut-*iea of the Sawa join. 

1530 - Carriere arrived. At 1740 the Sawa ie new in full 
flood . Hope that it 4ropa by tomorrow. 
Slept Sawa river caap. 



12/10/70. 

14/10/?0. 

15/10/?0. 

16/10/70. 

0755 • Departed Sawa camp. liver still iA tllll flood. 
Difficult walking. Walked dowutrea11 untill a larse 
log was sighted , which was used to •ross the Sawa. 
Sawa ha to be crossed on several occasio s ,  made 
more difficult by the water being very dirt7. It was 
imposs.ble to see where the big boulders were . 

1 1 05 - Ar ived Wokumo , previousl1 lauwn aa Kobarv. 
1 21 0  - Carriers arrived . Many people still absent in lnleh. 

Sent out 111e1111engers. Tried to pur(;haae f-.od1 but 
only a l'>lllsll quaJ1ti ty of aaa:o and banana an' lable. 
Issued the last of rioe a.11d tinned meat . 

1 630 - T< ok censun . All people preseat , several ne1'1' namea. 
Talks given .  BCG inoculations given, plus persona 
with sores etc were giv- treatsent. 
Slept Wokumo. 

0715 - Departed for I4am No. '1 ' . Followed the &awa river 
for o.n hour ,  then took a bush road for Idam . Reason 
for this route ,  is that the normal route of following 
the Sawa river untill it joins the Ito.11 river i11 in 
flood . This route is seldom UBe4, heace 111a.n;y part 11 
had to be re-cut. Oae Yer7 steep llOU.tai.a. Most of 
the route is sw&lllPJ • A lar1• pro,ortioa of the route 
wa11 spont followiAg s•all streua. 

1 205 - Arrived at Idalll No. ' 1 ' villa&•• Learnt that an 
aircl.J'op had been -d• after our 4epartlll'e froa I4aa 
No . • 2 • .  Unpacked rice aad •eat. 

1 340 - Carriers arrived. MaJQ' ••• abse11t fro• the Tillage , 
appears that they are still wait:hlg at the head of 
the Ida11 river, tor J•ecruiter11 to take thea to Wewak. 
Policemen to fetch them tomorrow. Food is plentiful, 
bought one pig. 
Slept Idam No 11 • • 

0715 Q One policeaall left in calloe to fetch abHnt men fro m 
the mouth o! the Idaa/Sepik river. Two 11hotguns seat 
out to !ind fresh meat. I..IJt•r returned with one pig. 
Started repaokills patrol equipaent ,  some to lie sent 
back to Green River Fatrol Post. This will enable •e 
to cut down my cw.rriers . Food plentitlll. 

1700 - Policoman e.rrivect baolc with so .. of the men , the rest 
will come in in the morrd.Age SM• men aeat to Wauru 
aad Bisiabru to inform them of � forthoolling visit. 
Informal tal.ka at night with the Yilla1u11. 
Slept Id.all 110. '1 ' •  

0900 - .,.. Re11nind11r o f  the men absent 7eehrday arriTed. 
1 000 - Started to take oensua. Michael Mera gave B , O . G .  

i.Aooulatiou , a11dlwo Wahaa, 1aH medioal treatment 
to those requiring i t .  

1 1 50 - Finished Cen11u . .  Into1 .. al talks follond. Hearing any 
c :.plaints and worries. 

1 530 - Canoes from Bisi bru arrive 1 these •ill take the 
two polioemon back to Green River tomorrow. Canoos 
doubled in preparation for the journey. 

1 700 - Fw.'ther t11lke o! a aore foraal A'lture. Spoke 011 the 
aiJ;iB of tho pa rol, and al110 0111 political education. 
Bought fresh food !or o riers rations. 

lept Id.am No . • 1 • .  

0?00 - Cargo prepu-.. .i ..,;J loaded o:.to ;:.:lOO$, Other car8o 
lined and macte rtad7 for •Y departure to auru. 

0820 - Ca1L-:>e departed with police for Gr ec R::. ver Patro l Pos • 
0830 - Departed for \ auru, hope to censua the Agwti11a ' e .  
1 140 - Arrind a t  is.uru, carrie:t's arriwed at 1 315. 
1 600 - B , C . G .  inoculati .. n.e aad 111edical treataeat liven. 

Plenty of truh food bought for Carriere. Intormal talks . 

Slept auru. 



17/1 0/70. 

1 8/10/70. 

19/10/70. 

20/10/70. 

21/10/70. 

0735 - a . a . a .  iaocul.ations given to the peopl.e from the 

hamlet of Wall. Mr. Michael. Hera retuning to Idnm 

No 1 2 1  todaY to inoeulate the people there , as he 

atateo that he is getting ohort of vaccine . 

0800 - Departed for Agweiaa , following the Wall river. 

1 1 30 - Reached the all halllet. Conaiats of four very dirty 

and dilapidated howsas. Coatia11e4 on. passed through 

a l.arge garden complex, thea reached "Che \:lau river. 

1 230 - Decided to make C8.llJlt ao the carriers are lagging 

ltehind1 and accordiag to the guide, it rill be ver;-r 

difficult to fiad a eamping site further ahead, as 

we will lie entering a 11e1unta1Doua resioa. 

1420 - Carriers arrived. Camp eih cleared, tent eaJ.la 

erected. Rations issued. Sent some men pek to the 

Wall haalet , ski.Ilg th•• to ltring in freah native 

food in the 1110rJU.l11• 

Sl.ept llanks of the Wau. 

0645 - Boueht food from the Wau 1 s  for the Carriers. 

0745 - Doparted c-p site. Continued ol.illlti� up the 'llau 

gorge, 011ttillg a new road in parts, and follorilll 

the water eourse in parts. fter raachillg the summit 

there is a stHp deaceat, 11Atill the start of th• 

Aweisa strelllll is raaohrio Follow this do- 11Dtill it 

joi.Da th• Chl,:\.n river. 

1 1 30  - Arrived 8' the Ace.._ haai.t, aarri•r• arrivecl at 

1215. laterpretori> seat oat to ft.d th• dllaa•ra. 

1540 - People started. to arrive. All. arought 1n food when 

the;r arrived . Thi• I ltought . 

1745 - Census .U••• Thi'•• people a'aaent .  Talka followed. 

Medioal 1.Julpeotion aad treataent 1iven. 

Slept Apeia&• 

0730 - Departe4 Apeia•• lleaT;r rsia falling. J'ollowecl the 

pre'ri.oua '8.7• route. Qllicker paoe, du• to road aeinl 

nt aad .arked. Raia oeaaed at 1015. 

1350 - Arrived a.t Wauru. Carriers arrived at 1 L 1�0. Foot 

purchaaecl sad iaaaeii. 'rl:o iaterpretora pai.d. Talks. 

Slept Wauru. 

08,,V - Left Waurllo Good walking track to I dam ' 2 ' , arrived 

at 1045• Talk• with \llW41Mlud. aad Tul\lllo Departed 

at 1120 for Idaa No. • 1 1 •  
1200 - Arrived Ida.a No. ' 1 1 •  Clp'rier• arrived a t  1330. Kr .  

Michael Mera baa 1110ved oato Aato Tillage. rood pod. 

Slept Idaa No . '1 ' 

0830 - Departed Idaw for Biaiallru. Canoe uaed to croaa the 

amall atream clo•" to the Ida11 villas• . There is a 

very good walking track to the Ne '2 1 hamlet of' 

Biaiallru. Whilst proceeding down this track, I mot 

Mr. Gorden Nead.t, who works for Kr. C�el Ah-Ch•• •  

H e  was with a lady friend 1a a double oaaoe, trying 

to find plantation J.a'aou. t the aaall batlllet of 

Bisiabru, cargo was loaded onto o&JLOea, a.nd taken 

down atrealll to the lar1e Yill•I• of Biaia.'Da\l• Moat 

of the cargo boys stood down, aut thea to Green 

River Patrol Post to receive pay1Hnt. Will recruit 

new Une . Food i• very plentiful. Large supply bouggbt .  

Infor111&l tal.ko. Sick parade and treatment. 

Slept l!isie.llru. 



22/10/70. 

23/10/70. 

24/10/70. 

25/10/70. 

26/10/70. 

0815 • Id.Had hoped to talte Census, 9ut it is raini.ng ver7 

hard. River Ida.a no• in tull flood. Speat most of th• 

day tr;yi.Ag to catch up on •1 9ook work. 

1 600 - Rain cleared up. started takiDg oenaua. Total 

population of 105. Some people are a9sent at Aato, 

will check on these when I rlait th• Tilla11•• Alot 

of peopl• have aigrated in. Talks on usual topics 

followed. Plent7 of food availa9l•• 

Slept Bieiallrl • 

0730 - Checked on river, it is still in full flood, no 

problem crossing tb.e riTer here, aa there are pleat7 

of canoes. But there is a v••"Y large riT•r oloa• to 

Aato ,  this i• proa• to fl�ch floods, have Ileen 

adTised 97 Tillage ofticill• and police .. n to wait a 

da7. Decided to stq and rest . Luluai and Tultul 

wish to bold a dall••• 91 doaHtic, and tho :wlaai 

took out thoir shotguii• to find 1aae. Mo•t of th• 

village peopl� engagN · �  preparial food. for th• 

dance .  Brought m:r ceasu .. •ork up to ute , although 

I have now run out of foras. Dano• and feast at night, 

Slept Bisia9ru• 

0800 - CJargo lined and mad• readJ• Talka with people, to aH 

if the7 bad any worriH or pro9leU• F� n• ain.Or 

pro9leas straightened out. Bllt the aain worry of the 

aen we.• the lack of work avail.&91• looall.1• 

0905 - Departed Bid.a'bru. CroH•d Idaa river 97 o..O•• Verr 

�wampy section to 9e crossed, then ate.rt olla9illl •P 

a gradual mountain, wbich took •• j1lat over an hour 

to cli••• Progress was very alo•, aa th• road ia aot 

used now. Never the lea:s good prosreaa waa ude1 on.11 

hampered by having to 01&t the road moat of the wq. 

1 540 - Arrived Amto. Carriers arrive• at 1720. P �ut · of 

food available for purchase . Told th., peo 1 1  •at I 

will census t�morrow. 

Slept Aato . 

0730 - Talks with Luluai and Tultul1 telling the• that I 

wanted all peopla present . They sent out aoae people 

to fetch all a9s.,nt parti.,s . 

091 5 - Started Census. Finished at 10}5• Still so•• people 

absent , more men sent out to fetch the• in, as I 

explained to the people that I could court an1 one 

who was absent. Medical treataent given as req1lired. 

Talks given on normal topics, 

1645 - Xl.¥People who nre a'baent from the liarl<lo ho.clot 

arrived, censused them and gave them a warning on 

the law as far as census evasioll was concerned. 

Slept Amto. 

0745 - Departed Amto for Seiawi ( 'ilaiar ) . After one hour• 

walki.ng, the hamlet of Vloro was reached, inforlllD.l 

talks with ocoupants(these had 9eem cenaused at Aato ) .  

Continued o n  to the haJ!let o f  Inawi, told the people 

to walk on to Seiarl where I would take censua. 

1 1 30 - Arrived at Seiawi. There are three shocking sections 

of swamp to be waded through, informed the villagere 

that this section .,ould have to 'bs-- !aprove&. 

Carriers arrived at 1 240. 

1 710 - Census taken. Totnl of 45 a9sent1 33 being on a 

plantation. Told people that at the 1;i11e ot cen:;ue 

they must all come in and anewer t9 their nue, A 

Luluai and Tultul was appointed, they were told of 

there responsibilities etc. Also gave talks on 

hygiene and health, plus other normal topios. Medical 

treatment given to those requiring aid. • 

Slept Seiawi. 
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28/10/70. 

0805 - Departed .Seiawi .  Carriers walked over tb.e previou6 

days route. I walked over the old road wb.ich is now 

over gx·own . Thia is e. much better route. with only 
one swamp se� tion. dvised that this secl:ion must be 

cleared. 
1 1 30 - rriTed back at Amto. Carriers arriTed at 1 320. 

Preparations lllade by the Amto ' s  to have a dance. 

1900 - Very heavy rain etorm with b.igh winds• part of the 

rest house roof blown awa;r. ary beddiag soaked. This 

atQrm finished at 1940. Dance hold later on in the 

eTeni.ng after a big feast . 
Slept Amto. 

0745 - Departed Amto . Good walking track. well. mark.?d . 

Latter part eof journey spent following the river, 

which had to be croaaed and re-oreeeed at several 

points. 

1 1 20 - Arrived Mukuaai. Two large canoes had been made read;r 

on my inetl"-ctione. fo· carrying the cargo over the 

epik R1 ver. These b.lld been fetched from tr.a Dio 

river, they were the old ce.AOHI used b;r the GuverDJaent. 

I tuld two small local cuoee jo:LAed togetber for me 1 

so that I could or91• the Sepik I!:i.Ter. 

1 1 45 - Departed Mukuaei tor the movth of th• Dio Rinr, 

1 210 - ArriYed •outh of the Dio. Then walked in t.o Green 

River Patrol Poet, I arrived at 1!+25. 
1 7.50 - Carriers arriTed. Patrol equipment vnpackecl., carders 

lined and paid. Patrol stood down. 

'ND OF P T OL. 
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' ·  
'" 1 1. •• , l.h tel.l.•d w 1  t n  t h •  rtaa.inder o! the patrol equip•.nt t 

•'·• i.aa .nd r•-11•1;;1' d, local du1 out canoes were hired to helJl tra11e r 

u, • .V"�N.d. •1 "u•t.J'ltl d 1ea.r, up the ... paiei(August ) ri•er. Ae it w ,. 
tl""'l61.t ,  nil lr t�r proyod correct, that the hea"Yy dou9le iianoe nd df llfth:r 
wuuJ ol 1111 \<e a f!1 u.l.ty in na'Yigating the Iapsiei river wi h �to aany 
h""" ''il • .  'I'll• a1n1h;r nd dou9le canoe were ae1at lllaok when the patrol 

, .... 1oho<l Lile llow;ye reell ,  although it lltl.9t 11e added that there had 1-•en 

"I ll•u11.,1·ou" ourn cetting them that !er. The rapid• and hidd•n lo&• 

"" l h l •  "" L i on o f  w ter, espeoia1l;r in tte dr;r eeaeon, make i t  Y•f'7 

� < r t  ua In u•vig e, and only an experienced oat l 11uoe ) driY•1' ahoul/J 
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4. A sepvrate Situation Report (Green Rinr Patrol Report 

No . 1 (a) ) has boon compiled by Mr. I.J.Smitmanis, this conrs all the 

pertinent pointv on the Yapsiei section of the census division. The Idllll 

section of the census division is covered 'by this Situation Report,  

which is refered to 11. s  Green River Patrol Report lio.  1 ('11 ) 1  thi• report 

is also accompanied by an 'Area Study' for the whole of the Idrun Yapsiei 

Censuo Division. 

Mr. I .J .Bmitmanis ret 1'11ed to Green River Patrol Post 

on the 25th. of September. The writer stoppinc at the Sllllka oa11p on the 

\Vagarabai iver1 untill the escaped prisoner, Kapso Kehara'be of Namauwe 

village 1 was re-captured. Then the patrol travelled 'by •ug out canoe 

down tha Yapsioi river to the hamlet of Koktibi. The prisoner, with an 

escort of t.o policemen, was despatched to Green RS.Yer Patrol Post. Tile 

writer then crossed oYer the spur of the West Range of mountains, rla the 

rlllage of Wauru, to the Idam r�r section of the census division. 

G. The patrol spent a tot:il. of ten ( 1 0 )  weeks in the Ida& 

Yapsiei Censua Division, at no tims was the patrol hurried, as it was 

fslt that the more time spent rlth the people , the better chance one ha( 

of gaining the peoples confidence. The writer teals that it would 'be 

more satisfactory if the area was coTorod by two gonsecutiT• patrols, 

each of one months duration, although this would depend on the officer 

conducting t:!le patr .. l. As one can see from the accompanying map, who 

an officer patrols the Yapeiei river area, he rlrtuall1 baa to return 

to his point of commencement , prior to crossing the w .. st Range spur into 

the Ida111 river aection. Hence, with two patrol.a, it W9uld 'be easier for 

the patrol, after the cul!!pletion of the Yapsid section, to return to 

Green River Patrol Post in order to re-stock supplies. Thus allerlatiJl.g 

the necessity of carrying excessive equipment and rations, or of harlng 

t;O rel)- on airdrops for re-supply. 

7 .  O n  the Patrol Cover it was quoted that the area. was 

last patrolled on th"' 24 th . of May 19651 thill was Patrol No. 9 'b7 Hr. 

B.H .Mulcahf1 Assista..;t District Offi•er, and it coTered the complete 

!dam Yaps1ei Census DiTision. Rulaaeq u1nt •special purpose ' patrols of 

short duration haTe been carried out in the area, but Mr. B.H.Mulcahf 1 s 

patrol ::an be reg&rded as the la.et census contact patrol for the whole 

of the !dam Yapsiei C�nsua Di vision. These special patrols are as follows 1 -

a )  Patrol No. 6 of 1 9G9/19?0 - Conducted b y  Kr. R .  

Chisholm (Patrol Of:fioer ) .  Eight dqs(8) i n  the 

Yapsiai river area. 
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b) Patrol No. 2 of 1 969/1970 - Conducted by Mr. L. 

Mitchell (.!\ssiatant Patrol Otfioer ) .  Four days(4) 
in the Yapsiei riTer area. 

c) Patrol No. 5 of 1 968/1969 - Conducted lty Mr. B. 
Chiaholll (Patrol Officer) - Fourteen dqs ( 1 4 )  in 

the ldu area. 

d) Patrol No. 2 of 1 968/1969 - Conducted lty Mr. A. 

Plllllllller (Patrol Officer ) .  - Five daJ's(5) into the 

Idam area. 

8 . The writer compiled a new Tax/Census Register for the 

!dam Yapsiei Census Dirtaion, using the Gonl'Jlllent Print forma A3904/ 

.501000 - 1/68 and A61+39/200,ooo - 10.68 .  There ware. a total of twent7 

one (21 ) Yiliagea oenauHd. The new resister rill re;plao the old 'lax/ 

Census sheets previousl7 UHd1 these are the Go•ruient Print fora 

13021/8.64, which fit into a hard backed file. 

Whilst in the !dam RiTor area, the writer prortaionally 

appointed Luluai 's for the Tillages of Apeiaa, Wokumo , Niaama, Seiawi 

and Uaurita. These ;prortaionally appointed LIUai 'a l14·Ye !teen listed on 

Appendix 'A' of Mr. I .J . Sm1tman1s •a 81tuation Report. 

Political. 

10. The Idam riTer area is a non-council area, lteinc 

genned by the Adlliniatration appointed Yillag;; officials, nuely, 

Lulai '• and Tultul '•• The area as a whole has seen iafreq1Hnt patrolling, 

and it would lie fair to Se:f that the majority of people in this area 

have little or no comprehension of the world.Age of a Looal Gonrnment 

Council. �e larcer Yillages of Idam No . 11 ', Ida.m No. 1 2 ' ,  Biaiabru 

ud Amto, which form about seventy five peroent (7�� of the tatal 

populace of this area, do however have a small minority of Yillage 

memliera who have a Tague understanding of a Local Government council . 

1'2lis is ll&inl;r due to theh olose proximit;r to the Sepik River area, 

which is administered b;y the Green River Local GoTei'1111ent Council. 

In all the Yillagea that the writer Yisited, talks 

ot an informa.J. nature were given to all the assembled Yillacers, the 

emphasis 'being on explaining the meaning of 1Looal Gonrnaent Council ' ,  

its aims, and how i t  helped its members. Again i t  was oltrloua that the 

Yillacea in oloee proxilllity to the epik River found it much easier to 

absorb and understand 117 topic. As they had aeon and heard altout some 

of the ventures accomplished lt7 tbe Green RiTer Council. 
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12. With the lack of emplo;raent in this area, 11aJQ' o f  the 

;roung men of the larger Tillages haYe worked for at least one term u an 

indentured labourer on a priYate plantation. The;r han gained a certain 

amount of worldliness, and there understancliag of a Local GoT1u·n11e11t 

Council, although not complete, is certainl.;r higher tlut., there static 

1'ilJ.ace brothers. The;r gaYe •• aoral support on seYer11.l occuioas, and 

soae of there flower)' discriptiona of the work achiend b7 Local GoTern aent 

Councils in Rabaul and Karieq added weight to 117 illustratioas. 1 fHl 

that in thH• ycung .. n we han a nuoleu, and if we cu. endow a good 

understaading of the work of a Local GoTeraaent Council in the•, the)' w:ll.l 

help to Bfl:'aad the word in there own oo-unit;r. 

The unfortuneate part about these ;rounc •:it-indentured 

laltourere is the fact that the;r han onl;r cou into contact with well 

Htabliahed councils. This point was explained to th••• I ezplailled that 

the7 could not compare the council at GrHn RiTH' with its larger co'IUltl(Jl" 

parts in th Highlands or in East and West New. Britaia. I explained that 

Green Rinr CoW&oil were in their ' illfant ;reara • ,  ltut giYen the llaold..11.g 
,,f all the people, and proriding the elected councillors were prepared 

to work, this council could deYelop the area. 

14. HaYillg reached this point I asked thH what the;r thought 

of the CoW&cil, and would the;r like to join it at a later date. I told 

the• that t;hey were not really .read;r for a council as ;ret, 'but dth more 

frequent patrols, and further talks from officers like 117Hlf, the;r would 

llegin to grasp and understand the ways and workings of a council. This 

was not something that I forced on them, and it was explaillecl that I was 

only tl")'illg to gauge there feelings. Again the Tillages near the Sepik 

RiYer showed interest, the only draw back seeas to 1'e the four dollar 

;rearly tax. Possibly the ta:it rate could be lowered, if and when they want 

to join the council, as at the moment there are no large businaas outlets 

for them to obtain mone;r. It might be added that it was not just the 

younger aen who showed interest, some of the more mature Tillage mem ers 

showed apparent illterest. Possib- the inclusion of this area i.n the 

Green RiYer Council1 could lie planned for in 1973. 

15. A brief discussion was giTen on the Houee of Aaseably, 

and its 111e11bers. But the people of this area han onl1 a limited conception 

of the House o f  Aasemlll;r, or the Political constitution of Papua and New 

Guill.., . • Wit� the infrequent patrolling, and the lack of contact with the 

outside worlde it is ver:r hard for them to grasp ones point• especially 

on one hoa..'"ing. 
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1 6 .  It is obrtous that Political Education will 9e a long 

and difficul.t task in this area. There are tour clifferent languages 

spoken, and with some of the s-ll pocket groups 01117 ha'fiq one or two 

perso11S who oan connrse in simple 'pidgin 1 Enclillh, interpretatioa 

will le nry difficult . Especially whu1 you consider some of th• t ech.Dical 

terms used in politics .  These pocket groups hal'a only thirteen percent 

of the population in the area, they are the Tillages �f Kallld.ti, Nig;r ... , 

Umurita and WokWdo . These are the leas contacted l'ill'Ce•, aa the7 are 

hidden &W&J' up in the mountains , which has made access to the• l'er;r 

difficult . There are two radio ' s  in this area, p1•eaumeabl7 the propert7 

of returned indentured labourers, but it is yer7 doub\.tul whether these 

are ever used to listen to the Political Education prograaa llroadcaatecl 

b:r Raclio Wewak. Especially with the shortage of batteries. 

Tillage 
1 7 .  The issuance of o n e  radio to ea�h,.might be a wa7 o f  

spreading Political Education, b u t  besides being l'Bry expensil'e, I could 

well ilaagine that these progrues would be ignorecl tor aore llUSical 

enterta:inment . Hence the area will have to be patrolled aore trequentl;r 1 

and greater ••»hatlia be put 011 Political Education, then the people 

� beeome more politically aware. 

1 8 .  Most of the people of this area hal'8 not heard of the 

Member for the West Sepik Regional electorate, Mr. Paul I.ancto, or e·nn 

ot MR. ..aani Iwoksim, Member tor the Upper Sspik Open Electorate. Since 

these p eople eeldom leave their villages , and do not listen to the radio, 

this is quite underatandeable. 'I/hen the next House of Aaaem._J.:r Electio1111 

come up , it will be interesting to see what these people do?they are 

gil'en a vote. 

�-
1 9 .  There a r e  n o  ural Development scheme• enl'iaaged tor 

this area. There are no l'•hicul.ar roads pl81111ed, and it would 9e 

unrealistic to <. .• nt emplate o.zq auch schems ,  as the Ida& ril'er, flori.nc 

into the Sepik Jliver, provides what could be cla.aHd as a natural road. 

Hence transportation is no :real problem ill this area in ceneral, 

although the small pockets in the mountains do not ban this waterway 

system . Bub 9eing in l'cry small groups , and in terrain not suitable or 

conducive to road bUilding ., littl can be done to improl'8 there 

co111111uni.cations with the outside world. ThHe Yillacea have no eutablished 

business ventures, and unless gold or some other rare �:.;,� is found, 

there is little tc subetantiate that a Rural Denlopment .... woul.d or ooulli 

ipr6ve the economic denlopment of tu .. area. Onl7 with the tinding of 

required minerals would it be feasible to 001111truot .,.hioular roads, aa 
the Idam and Sepik Ril'Brs provide adequate ooamunioation for the area at 

its present stace of deYelopment. 
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20. The Idu Yapsiei River area ' • •  it would appear, have 
been forgotten by the Department of Agriculture, Stock o.nd )'isherie.s . 
Several complaints were voicod, stating that the village• of this area 
had not been visited by a representailve of the 0 • .1.s.:r ., and the people 
were of tho opinion that this department only helped the villages in the 
Green River Local Government Council Unfortunately, it would appear 
that these asaU11ptions are correct . Since all the recent patrols b;r the 
AJSsistant Rural Develop111ent O!ficor at llr�•n R1 er Patrol Post , ilr. N .G. 
Baroba, have either been to villages in the close proximity o f  the 
Administration Station, or to Sepik River villages , by means of powered 
canoe and helicopter. It was stated on D .A . s . F. report No . 1 o f  1 970/1971 

for the Green .River area, that " patrol spent hent;r one(21� days in the 
YapsieiCAuguet l River area, planting pepper. However, on checking this, 
I find that all the villages visited, were in the Green River Looa1 and 
Yabalhai Cenaus Divisions, a11 being members of the Green River Council. 

21 . These people are very keon for a. cash crop to be 

introduced into there area , and since it appears that the D • .& . s.F, baa 

a new polioy of 'untill people want our assistance ,  we can not afford to 

carq out p-.trols "on spoc" ' ,  there is a stalemate in the avenue u ot 

economic development. It is hoped i::t.at some of the intereoted parties 

will make the long journe;r into Green B:l.ver, and visit the Agricultural 

Department. Sincll rice ::.s being thought of as a subsistence basis crop, 

pepper cuttings could possibly be issued, with inetruotions on planting, 

maintell&.llO •  and marketing. The soil, especially along the river area, is 

very fertile. 

22. There are several introduced crops being grown in this 

area, and all are being used as part the local diet. Some of these crops 

are, pumpkin, sweetcorn, pineapple , water melon, creen lleans and aango. 

B;r introduced cro:is. I 111ean that these fcras of rood were not previousl.J' 

grown lt;r the villagee of t/J.is area. These introduced crops have only been 

cultivated b)' the larger villages, the smaller mountain villages still 

rely on there ancestral diet of sago , banana, tapioca and taro. But with 

no patrollin; and a.eaistance being given to them by the D .A • •  F ., this 

is understandable. 

The two Idnlll villa.gee and Bisi11bru, a.re keen breeders 
2}. 

of pigs, I 111.1:1 wondering whether there wae a demand for weaned p:1.glet 11 ,  

a s  this could b e  a small but lucrative economic deTeloper. Poasiltl.J'1 if 

such a scheme W&.li a;;;;o;table • good boar would have to be purchased, 

thitl could then be mated with the village sow, and :1.Jrprov�a. the llreeding 

o f  the resulting litter. The sale of the ;rour.g p� cs could ,..1'1thin the 

Green .River area, a 11mall venture, but possillly worth tr;ring. 
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24 . These same three villages , mentioned 1.n paragraph 
twenty three ( 23 ) , also have a large quantity of male and female chickens. 

Any eggs produced are used for breeding jliiWv,'11he villagers do not 
eat t:he eggs themselves . I explained to them that there was a ready aax•ket 
a t  Green River Patrol Post for fresh eggs , an emphasis 'being put on fresh, 
and that weekly visits , r.l.th a supply of fresh eggs could be vecy 
profitable, Plus, with these weekly visits, they could take orders for 
the purchase of cockerals a.a table birds. After atopping at the Groen R:l.nr 
Patrol Post for a week, and seeing the people running to biq oockerals 
when they are brought in, it is obYioua that this could be a profitable 
Yenture. 

2.5. It would be good if these rlllagea worked together, 
and ltuilt there an hatchery, u I know fro• the patrols that I haYe dolle 
in the Aaan��aree., that there is a large market for youg ch1cke1111 (PULLETS ) .  
But they are,.really aophi.stioated &Jl.Ough t o  undertake such a nnture. Thia 

could be something for the couacil to foster, it woul.d "be ltelliticial to 
the area, it woul.d gi:re the council soae idea of how to aanage a 'buailleaa1 
wtd it could lte profitable. Poasiltly looal rice could lte purchased aa food 
for the oh1cke1111 . Adllitte�, there will coae a point whea there is a 

glut of poultry in the Green Rinr area, 'but with the experieaoe tllat 
has lteen gained, they can look further afield for other market outlets. 

26. There is possibly gold in the 11ouatai.aoua rep.on.a, but 
the people of this area will aeed to be trainell on how to ti.ad and mill• 

it, befcr-./iaterest can be aroused. Soae interest waa ahown on thi.s 
topic , ltut there are no mea in the Green RiYer area who could be contacted 
to teach these people. Poasibl7, in the near future , a Milliag Aaaiate.at 
could patrol in thi.s region, aad gin the neceH&rJ traiJling and 
encouragement. 

27. It is obvious from the points that I ban mentioned, 
that this area has a disaal tuture economically, thereforei t is hoped 
that the Department of Agriculture, Stocke and Fiaheriea, ud the 
Department of Lands, Surveyl'l and Mines, can aseiat the people of thia 
area. 

28. The on� relialtle source of income in this area ie for 
the young 11en to leave the village and work on a plantation aa a 
1nde11.tured labourer. At the time of the patrol, a total of four recruiters 
Tiaited this area. According to the Village Population Register, a total. 
of 22.41!' of the men of working age � altaen� from the I4&11 section of 
of the Idaa/Yapsie1 Census D1Tisicn. But turther ae1;:ae of the Yillagea 
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censused haVG also gone to plantations, and a correct figure for the men 
working !lll indentured labour would be 30.2 perc ent . 

The writer was approached by many young men aeeking 
29. 
employment ,  but I explained to the• thnt there wae little or no work 

available at the Green River and Amanab stations, and that what was , 

was given to men who lived in close proximity to the place of employment. 

It appears that these men did not want to travel to tar away from there 

own district, perhaps work could be obtained for them working for the 

timber company in Vanimo . 

SOCIAL. 
Education. 
30. There are no ..-ecognized schools in this area, and there 

are only four persona receivin& f'l!rther 1:ducation. ho lloya are ltoarder• 

at the Green River Primary ' t,�.��ol ,  an two men are attending a course 

at the Bible School run by the ,.M
iasion of Many Lands (C .M.M .L . )  at Alllanab o  

The ChriatiB.ll Mission of Man y  lands haVll native pastor• 

in saveral of the villages, these me.i. give ep1ritua1 training to the 

interested village members, anr1 also try to teach the• to read an4 write 

in Pidgin English. HoweTer at the time of th• patrol, two of theH men 

were absent, being nt Amanab, receiving further trainin&• ihilat the 

third man had decided to find m. more lucrative vocation, and he left to 

work as an indentured labourer on a plantation. 

Whilst talking informa1ly to these people, I asked 

them why so fGw of their children were attending echool. They atate<l 

that Green River Patrol P&st was to far awq, especially when they ware 
�&l( cki\6.Ctl\. 

expaotad to bring food to � avary weak . When aeked it they •an.tad 

their children to be educated, they 11a1d •yes ' ,  but they wanted to know 

if it was possible to havo a sohool in there area . I informed tha111 that 

this was not something that I could decide, and that the Department of 

Education would have to be consulted . If at a later date a school was 

approved for this area , it would 'oe bast situated in one of the !daJD 

villa.gee, as nc�ss to these villages is much easier , and they are in 

the centre of the population of this area. Aleo there 1s an airetrip 

nnd an Aid Post at the Idam flo . 1 village. On Appencd.x ' D '  I have listed 

the nw;r o f  school age ohildren, where they come from, and it they 

• ould need accomodation. 

If th• De,Partment or Education decided that it would 

not be wise to open a small school here, just one local teacher running 

a ' Prep ' clau might lie a good idea, as he could pick out the brighter 

pupils , and with there parent. parmi.asion, Hnd them tu Green River. 
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All the people of this area were medically examined 

l.y MR. Iwo lahan, the Aid Poet upervieor from Green River Patrol Poat, 

whilst the writer was censusing each Tillage . In general the Tillage 

hygiene of this area was satisfactory, no d.iaease or illness of a 

serious nature was encountered, and there was no evidence of influerza. 

There were seTer!J.l. cases of ;raws in the area, but since the patrol was 

static at some villages for several days, sufficient medical treatment 

was administered, and all caaeG were cured. ll the cases of aicklless 

that were treated 'lly this patrol in the Idu Yapaie1 Census D1T1aion, 

can lie eighted on •7 Appendix 'E ' .  

35. There is a Qoy,,r�ent Aid Poat at the Tillage of Idalll 
No. '1 1 1 this is staffed Dy an Aid Poat Orderl)'1 and would accouat for 

0 
the good health of the Tillages in oloae proximit;y. Although , it was 

apparent from the discusaions I had with the Aid Poat Orderl71 that all 

of the Tillages in the area were not u.ld.ng full use of this faoilit7. 

Thi.a waa later proyed when •edical exa.mi.natio1111 were carriecl 011t at the 

time of cen81la1 thia po1.Jlt was brought to the Tillagera notice when I 
had infor•al talks with them, and it is hoped the aituation is improved. 

The 11oraal problems attached to all Aid Poat were 

prenlent here. It ie diflicult to .:et people to travel fro:a the Idall 
area, down the Sepik Ri.Ter, and onto reen River l'atrol Poat, to get freah 

medical supplies. Thia was another topic I 9rought to the peoples notiee. 

Thia is a •ituation which crops up every three month•, I inforaed the 

rlllage officials of the area that thsy •uat help the �d Poat Orderl7,. 

aa without aedical supplies, the Orderl7 woulcl 9e Wl&Dla to help the 

aick G.11d inti.rm. It is hoped, after haTing discuaaio11a with the people, that 

tha;r prorl.da quick tranaportation for 11etical a11ppliea to the Aid Poat. 

It will aooll Ile diacsrned whether thero attitudea have improTe� , aa the 

Aid Poat is scheduled to lie rebuilt at the 9eginnillg of next 7ear. Thia 

rill 9e a 001111U1lit7 nntume, and labour and aaterialo will •e drawn fro • 

all of the villages in the area.. 

37. Ml!. Michael Kera of the Tu'lllerolll.oab Seotioa, joined 

the patrol for a short period(lt/10/70 to 17/10/70) ,  he gan B.c.G. 
i.Jlooulationa to all Tillage me11lter11, at the v1llagea ofl• Iclaa No . ' 1  ' , 

Ida11 No •2 • . ,  Bisiabru, Uaurita, Niaama , WokWIO, Kawai.ti and Aato. He. 
also inoculated the people of Wauru and Wau, these Tillages are situated 

in the Yapaiei section of th1 Census Division. The purpose of these 

inoculations was explained y Mr. Mera, the wrihr feels that he carried 

out. hia duties in a ooamendable 11anner, d wne a credit to bis department. 

1 
-/ 

I I 
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38. 0.1111 the larger vi.llagea i n  th.is area had pit latrines, 

but the writer did not Sll!'ervi.se the digging of any new latrille& in the 

smaller villages, al theoe peoplR are sullsistenoe farmers, and spend most 

of there ti.lie ll'f'ing in or around their gardens. In the aountainoua, 

terraj,Ji1 it ::..a dittioialt to dig :pits of suitalllo depth, say twelTe to 

sixteen feet, so the point was not pressed'• ETen the use ot pit latrine• 

in the rinr Tillages is debatable, as the silt soil is not oollduoiYe' 

to the digging of large holes, and an;,. holes that han been cl.ug are tilled 

rith fresh silt whell the riTer noo ds .  

39 .  !�using i n  the nrea ill adequate , altho\lgh i t  is not of 

a Torr high stahdarcl.. 'l'he large1 'rl.llages tollowj,)ig the pattern of 011.e 
house for each faaily, whilst the smaller colllllUllities, who spend aost of 

their time in their gardens, have one large collllllUlinl house. A d1ocriptio11. 

of these tnes of habitats will be found in m;y Area Stud;,., under the 

heacl.ing ' standard of liTing • .  

4o. 'l'he Iclam River area 1a not Tiaitecl ll;r the Ill.tut Welfare 

Hction of the Pulllio Health Departaent , pouilll;r, in the hture , when the 

11.ew Aid Post ha'1I been lluil t (replacing existing building ) ,  and if staff lll"e 

aTldlallle, o. monthly Tiait cou1d be madeo The Infant Weltars Sister, 

working !or the Christian Mission of Man;,. Lands, does not Tisi this area, 

although it 1a possible that she might do so in the hture, as the Miaaioa 

do have an airstrip at the lei.am No . ""1 • Tillage. 

41 . The water in the area is very good, eoming from fresh 

mountain streams, it is clear, and not dirty like the Sepik RiTer. If 

strict instruction is given on sanitation, and villages do not use tha 

riTere as waete tisposal machines , the water is and will lie suitable 

tor drinkin,, !'lite are not a problem in this area, altho\lgh the closer 

one gets to the Sepil< River tho more prnalent the;,. lleoome, especially 

the moequitoe. Normally the ciosquit os confine themselTes to the virgin 

bush and swamplands, but during the wet seaeon , and wheneTer the river 

noods , they become a annoyance. 

Law and Order. 

42 . In all of the villoges visited , talks we1•e given on 

the responaib1litys and duties of the government appointed Tillage 

officials. These tnlks wer11 given to the asoambled villagers , by reguest 

of the Lu1uai ' s  and Tultul ' s , ns it appears they were not too sure of 

their dutias , and w1'Jhed their villag members to hear as well . By doing 

this , it is hoped that these •"illnge tl!!ioiAl "  get a better rasponee , 

when asking !or aomo assistance, or trying to straighten v:l.llace affo.ira. 

At Idam No. 82 ' Tillage, the W.luai, llakten Woniar, 

OOllplaued on behalf of one ot his village members, Mafuan Hand.fa. It 

,I 
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stated that Owinan Umoriat , ot the sue nllage, had run away rlth 

the wife ot M.tuan. The wifes nue being Yamaee Sinngu. Owinu has onl.7 

reoentl.7 returned from serrtng a priern eentaaoe at the Aaanab Pe11&l 

eetabliehllent, tor coDlitting the sue ottu1oe. He serYed a term of three 

months bard laltour at Am.anab, and was warned agaiJlst the coJ1tiAuation of 

his friendship dth Ma1'uaJ1.s witeo Rowner this warning was ipored, and 

after harlAg been in the Till.age tor onl:r two days, he disappeared iJlto 

the ltueh with Ya.ma.me. I haye iJlfor•ed the ho Tillage officials that it 

and when Owinan comea back to the village, they must bri.Jlg him into the 

OZ.een R1.nr Patrol Poet. It wae stated that OriAan is a rlolent man, 89 
I informed the Tillage otficiale, that when hie where altouts had been 

ascertained, they must eonte.ct the Otfioer in Charge of Green River Patrol 

Post, and he would despatch a pol1ce111an to detaiA OriJlan. 

44. Adrtee was sought at !dam No . '2' Tillage on another 

case, Yaroknai Y1kan11l&11 ( 28 ) ,  a woman of this rlllage,had ginn ltirth to 

a 'illigitiaate child. The father was Woriauaai Meikofa( 1 6) .  It; was stated 

that Yaroknai wanted to kill the child, as this was the custo• in this 

area when such .ioccurence took place .  HoweYer, ci.uite rightly, the Tillage 

otticials said. this wa.a not tc. happen. After queetioniJlg the two partie•t 

it was apparent that the woman had made all the adYancea, and that the lloy, 

Woriauai, was tho ;younger llrother ot the man this woman was to hawe lleen 

married to fiYs years ago. HowsYs:t' hs lstt to work on a plantation, and 

had not llsen heard of sines• 'l'he woman then decided that it aha oouldn •t 

ban him, she would havs his ;young brtther. The Tillage otticia1s wanted 

to know whethei- it was coi-reot tor thtee two to get married, consideriq 

the age difference. I told theDt that this was something tor them to 

decide. After further discueeions, the two !>llOple were married, plus a 

further two parsons, the old custom of exohanging man .tor wo11UU1, woman 

tor man was followed. I acted as mediator. 

At Nigyama village a further case was brought to m;y 
notice. The complaino.nt was Ilamars Biaiwi. He stated that l!lome aen 

from the Yillage of Hokomobe had arrived at hie Yillags, and taken awo.7 

hie !1r11t two wives , and two children. The womens names were leii'u 

Tsrai;yMa, and iwe Kuniame. The children were Bua and Situwa Il.amare. 

The an11 third wife , Tigiti Mis.ati , who tvas eight months pregnant when 

I arrived at the village , was left behind. All �he releYant tac 11 which 

I obtained after ceveral hours of quel!ltionine; , were seut to the O!tioer 

in Charge at Green var Patrol Post . He then paoeed the complaint ont11 

the May River Patrol. Poot, as the village of Hokomolle is in their district. 

Being short of rood at that stage o f  tho patrol , and finding out that the 

Tilla&o in question w o some tlu ee to four days w11l.k awa7, and in another 

district , I felt it would be better if May Rinr handled this case. 
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Ot. er small complaints and worriee were brought to 

the writers attention, bnt the three which have just been mentioned, 

were the only serious one3 in this area . Several certificates of 

registration for shotguns were outdated , and the o.,.ners were informed 

that thay had to purchase new permite, or their shotguns might ba 

confisoated for a month, and they iriight lte committed for trial •. As 
there permit to hoot the shotgun was outdated, and therefor void. 

The river area of the Idam se ction of the census 

dirtaion has 'been rtaiteu by the Chriatian �:i.csion of ny de . It 
has many converts in the two !dam Tillages, and in the Tillage of 
Bisiabru. The Mission has had an airstrip built at tha Id.am Ni> 1 1 ' 

village, this ia approximately fifteen hundred feet lons, by one 

hundred feet wide ( 1 500 ' x 1 00 ' ) .  At the time the writer was in the 

area, the strip wa3 not in a Tery good condition, the surface :Ls Tery 

good, and it is re sonnbl:r fia t ,  but the grass was six to .. ight inc:ios 

long. Apparentl:r there hav � not been an:r landings on t'.lie strip iv .. 
seTeral months . 

4'8 . '.l.'he missioruiry, l!r . Bruoe McLeay of the Green River 

Patrol Poet , where the missions base i s ,  has set up several littJ..e 

spiritual oatablishmenta. There was a ltteracy school set up b;r the 
miss:i.on at the Idam tt ' 1 ' village, but the local mission trained worker 

has decided that working on a plantation, is preferable to working for 

th" mission. There are a further two men rqc eivU..g training at the Bible 

School at Amo.nab , they will bo returning to their villages on Monclr.y 

Novembe 1 6th. So it io expected that the literacy school will soon be 

opened agein. 

The mission are runnln5 a small store at jb.e Idam !lo ' 1 ' 

village, but the young ::lan who wac looking aft r store , is the same mll.Jl 

who has len to work on a pluntation. Onlj trade item1.1 wore sold, and it 

is apparent from the convaroation that I had with mission at Green River , 

that it w e making a 1oa9 , £>.L d io likely to a closed down. 

50 . risoion relationc with those people appear to bo a 

little strainod at the mol!!ent , eapecielly in tll� tl"lo ldam villaees . The 

usual complrint o!' having built a miGoion I.rip, lllla. haTin no plane" 

landing on it V1aa brou ht up. I pointod o t that the gover ent could 

do liitle to hel}' them on this point , and that tr.ill was something that. 

they would he.VP to sp.,1JL to the misoion about . Thia, plus infrequent 

rleits by any uropean member o .. the miooion , oeem:J to be the main 1.·e eon 

for the unrest in the rea. The old pllJl'.tJI prob1'm; -1!le people seem to 

think that b7 haTing a inion on their dooretep, the7 will cet economic 

deTelopaent . 
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Cult and Unrest. 

51 o There were no obvio\1!1 signl!l o4 any cults in this area • 

The onl:y signs of unrest hsve be&n explained in 'f4'1 par •. Japh nl.llllber 

titt1 (50 ) ,  and this ie not ot a Qerio\la natur e .  '."here co •ld e unrest 

in the village of Niil:rama (paragraph tort:y ti ve ) ,  but I spent alot of 

time explai.ning to these people that this was aometb'\.ng that tlie 

Administration could beet handle. Aa 1 -iag as thi6 problem is brougl;t to 

a swift conclusion, these people will be more than happ7. It 1s obTI.ows 

ti.at these people will take no action themae1Yea1 but a quick rectifying 

of the Bituaton, would help to consolidate the Administration influence 

in this area. 

Communit:r Education. 

52. There are n o  social clubs o r  co111111u1U. t ;r  social 

activities in the area. There is a womt>na club run b:y the a1.aa1on at 

Green R:ixe!' Patx-ol Poat, but as can be expected, no one from this area 

attends it. Poaaibl:y the literac:y courses run b:y the C .M .M.J  . . in tho 
rtllagea, could be claaaed aa communit:y education, o..e e.ll age gr>l'l<Pll 
are cate1 Jd for. 

Miaoellaneoua. 

5}. There are two recommended corrections to 'De made in 

the Village Dire�or:y for the Idam Yapsiei Census Dirtsion (1?a ) .  The 

village of Kobaru is now known as �. :Cobaru being tht name of the 

ground that the village used to be built on. A new Tillage liaa '.1eon 

built, and the nrune used in this area for the Tillage ia Wokumo . 

The Tillage listed as Wiair is kno1'1D u Seial'i , the 

na?le Vliair being the name of the small stream that thi& ·-1.:l 1Je is 

built close too . 

Owing to the aparci t:y of population in t:.ie mouatain 

aroa to the south of the ldam villttgee, it is reconwended that a fixed 

carrier line be acquire« for tl\e duration of this journe7. I.lac, it 

would be adrtaable tor an:y future patrols to carr'l a good auppl:y of 

rations for these carriers, as this patrol .rourd it nr:r difficult to 

purchase fresh natiYe foods in an7 large quanti '•1• Tent adle(fl:y) are 

a must, ae n ei ther of the three villages , Umurita 1 Nigrlll!l& and Wr:...1llllo 

ha.ye rest houses. 

55. In the more sophisticated rlllagea1 11011•1 waa the main 
'Darter for fresh food. Al though items such as aalt, matchee1 razos 'olades, 

ndrrora, beads, coloured paints, l;abacoo and ban.ilea were reque11ted. Whe'I 

purchasing a pig, 'buah knive11 and axes were anught more than mone7. 

56. i'uture patrols might note that it is poHi'ble to UH 

a powered canoe from the ldi:.m riTer mouth, up to the Idalll No . 1 1 1 Yillage. 
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57. The group of people known as Kamliti, will come to the 

Idam No . 1 2 '  Tillage �o be censued. It would be acl.Tiaahle to sand for 

Mauwe Ai.po of Wauru to act as interpretor, aa the Kaumiti '• are part of 

th• Birimor(BerUB.) group , and speak a different J.anruace thd the Tillages 

in the Idam area. Certain of the group can speak a little pidgin, this 

ma:r well have been improved h;r the time the next patrol goes into the 

area, aa the Idam No. 1 2 1  coaawU.t;y appear to be ' foeter111g' them. The 

writer feels that the 1111.11e Birimor ( Ber111a > .  is not the naae of one 

specific group, it is just a name given to an:r group of people who have' 

nomadic tendeno;ra. In the Idam Yapaiei Census Dirtaion thia would appl.7 

to the KaWllifi, Ba.ita, Wau, Agweisa groupa. Poaailtq the Ura and Naaauwe 

halllets would have been clused the same, before tho:r moved down from 

the mountains, to settle close to the Yapaiei river. The name Biz1.110r, 

in 'fJq aaslllllption, was the name given to the people of the I.Ad Slip �e 

'by the Sepik River dwellers . 

,58 .  A t  the time of the next CenallB, it ma:r be found, that 

a large proportion of the Yaaeiru group, who are preaentl.7 living near 

to the Tillage of Wauru, will have migrated into the Idaa area. Aa it waa 

stated that some ot the Yaaeiru 'a were 'building a saall haalet at the 

foot of the mountains close to the Ida.m No. 1 2 1  Tillage. 

Conclusion. 

59. The 11riter feel• that the patrol waa aucoeaatul in 

consolidating the intluence of the ;i.dJllinistration in th1.a area, and it 

ie a noteworth:r fact that the patrol was rflceived well in all the 

Tillar••• Initial census and census rerlsion were carried out succeaatu.ll.7, 

and it is thought that all the pec;ple in this Census Di'rision were contacted. 

For y.our information, please. 

l:J. J .�e�-
( A .J .HAZLEWOOD) 

Aasiatant Patrol Officer 
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Medical . . .  \.!.j . .  dl./197.0. . . .  

Map Reference . . . .  � . .  :. c'.< . . �� . . . . : ... . :.� . . . . .  L�.UP.:.'.l . . .  '.� . . ��;! . . ,,:L .. .  
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Director of District Administration, 
PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, please • 

I lj; C.) / 19'] 1 . . . . . . . . . �� . . . . .  �L.�.� . . .  � ... . . . �.:) . ...... . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. District Comiiissioner 

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation . . . . $ .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund .... 



P.O. Box 2396, 
IONEDOJ!!J. 

6th DeQ41111ber, 1971. 

'?he District CommiBBioner, 
West Sepik District, 
DD!?.t. 

GREEN RIVER PATROL BO. 2 OF l'JT0/71. 

Tour reference 67-3-i dated 15th September, 1971. 

67-16-80 

I acknowleda- w1 th thanks receipt 01' Ammal Cenaua 
Report b7 Ir. E.C .  Ali, Patrol Orticer, to the TABAI&I Cell9tl8 
DiTision. 

A well written and interestin8 report. 

(T.W. ELLIS) 
� 



T E R R I T O R Y  O F  P A P U A  A N D  

Teleora.nu \1 :· l,r> 
�.'.'.'�':{:;.,," 67- H 

In Reply 
Pleaae Quola 

ruk (or No. 
Department of tl1e Administrator, 

Division of District Administration, 
District Headquarters , 
Y!!m!Q. 
1 5th September, 1971 , 

SlT.BJEX::Ts- llUiEN RIVm PA'mOL No , 2 of 197ob1 

Attached pleased find the following documents a.rising out 
of the above patrol undertaken by Mr. E. Ch>J.rles ili to the Yabalhai 
Cenaus Divisions-

(i)  Patrol Instructions 67-1-1 o f  31 st �. 1971 , by 
A.n.c. Auanab; 

(ii) Patrol Report in duplicate; 

(iii) Covering OOIDID8llts, 67-3-5 of 30th August ,  1971 , by 
A .D.C, .lmanab, 

Late a-..ibmission of the re}Al.rt is due to Mr, Ali's 
envolvement in the Territory Census. 

2.  Patrol objeotivea were suocesa!'ully accomplished, Mr • .l1i 
has writtan an informative and interesting Situation Report. His work 
is moat plea.Bing Bnd he should develop into a vary good officer, I am 
.Jot certain what he means in Para. 7 MiscellaneoU11 when !le speaks of the 
woman being txaded for sago - he probably lll98l18 she came to trede in 
sago, Aa a matter of interest I will have the 11atter clarified. I am 
taking up tbs proposed rice growing scheme with the Ihllel Developnent 
Officer, 

3, For your information, please. 

j '� '-"<'-) 
(B.  BUNTING), "� 

District Commissioner, 
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h iotrict J iswione t 
uistric .£fie , 
Vi.,<!uv. 

e artrnent o the 1 mini trat or , 
vi vision of Di ul.'ict , dml.niotre.tion, 

� . . . . . . .. . . \ • •  D . 

\ . 

1 .  .'or11ard ... d in triplicate is a patrol report 
�ubmitted by attol f'!icer • r. ,, lea li . the patrol covered the 
11hole or the ! .-1 , I Jensus ivision and was in i;he field for 11 
duiotion of neven days . 

2. .he one p oso of th patrol was to carry out 
"' ccn�u.e revision of each village and subsequ ntly compile Jo on 
.011 for the con us diviaion.rhe patrolling otrioer wae in3tructed 

to complci:.e t is �ask as a 111a·�tcr ot ureency and aa a ruault the 
atrol ,altuou � not ruGh d,was carried out 'ediently . 

3. .h patrol diary is well set out a d 
sufficiently det.ails the patrol • o coveoe:c.t • c.ach patrol r.: ort is 
accompanied by a atrol sketch 1:1at1 . i'ho Villa:;e opulation c.et,istoro 
h 1vo 1'>oen co rectly COmt>il d a .d th r aulting ti ur a show a 
otatic popul tion for th ar 

t�. •be peop le in t.1e Y, Id I Jc"laus -ivioi,m 
ar� t ical of tll � ner 1 popul tion in the Green .iver atrol 

oot administrative nrea , in o ouoh that they ur pro local 
ov rnment , they take sooo intero t in local governm nt arrairs and 

a .• a rul.e ou ort their elt:c'ted ooabere. n!ortunat.ely aa in ott.er 
r a i thia sub-diotriot the poop le have yet to cast their o;, e 

upon ol cted m cbera to the House of •aoembl;y. 

5. • nin ... o or i .co1:10 for t ooe no;:ople cocea 
!ro t.be salo of or codile kina • . ext fin. ncinl year h Looal 
,ov mm nt ouncil int.ends to introduce rioe ea a caoh Cl'OJ> alo 

he epik iv r horo cost or tr ortation is nil , nd this chould 
t>rove ' cneticial for this i>gion • 
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IN •(EPLY PLEASE 
UOT ' 67-1-1 

Mr. Charles Ali , 
Patrol Post , 
GREBN RIVER. 

T 

Department of the Administrator , 
Division of District Administration, 
AM.'\.NAB • • • • • •  Iv .S .D . 

31 st May , 1971 . 

PA:rROL IN T UC· IONS 
GREEN 1uvE:tt PATROL No.2 of 19701?1 .  

Could you please prepare t o  conduct a patrol through 
the YABALHAI Census Division in the Amanab Sub ilistrict, and attempt to 
commence the patrol by the 3rd June 1 )71 .  

The purpose o f  the patrol will be solely t o  r:arry 
out a census revision of the area and revise the Common Rol l .A s  you 
are aware the next House of Assembly Elections will commence February 
next year and the common roll has to be updated and submi vted at least 
by August . 

Unfortunately you have only two weeks to carry out 
this patrol as you will be required at Ampab on the 28th June for 
an instruction course on the Territory Census , so you will have to 

• cover as many villages as possible in that time. 

I refer you to Circular Instruction No . 1-20-32 
of 8th April 1 971 from the Secretary ,Department of the Administ rator 
in which it states that the voting age has been reduced from 21 years 
to 18 years and that every person reaching the age of 18 years at the 
date of the official closing of the roll ,which is expected to be in 
november , must be included in the R o l l .  

l'ime will not permit you to gather information in 
order to up-date the Area tudy of the Yabalhai Census Division , 
however you will be required to submit a Situation Reporj at the 
completion of your patrol . 

Inform me as soorui: as possible what arrangements 
you make regarding payment of staff whilst you are on patrol , and if 
required an officer from Amanab could go to Green 1dver on the 1 1th 

• June to carry out aey paymenta . 

I wish you a successful patrol . 

c . c .  The District Jommi cisionAT, 

� 
, 



• 

, 

TERBITORY OF PAPUA ND �"EW GUINEA. 
1 

REPatT 
SUB/DISTRICT 
DISTRICT 
PATROL CQIDUCTED BY 
DE.SIGNATIOH 

PREAMBLE. 

AREA PATROLLED 
PERSC2ral.L ACCC»-!PANYING 
DaaftCll 

!:ATE OF !AST D.D.A PA'l'ROL 
OBJECTS OF PATROL 

� POPUIATlOO 
1'AP REFERJnTCE 
VII.I.AGE POPULl\.TION REGISTER 

GREEN RIVER PATRCI. N0.2 OF 1970/71J 
AMBNPJ! 
WEST SEPIJC 
E. aNU.ES ALI 
PATRC.. Ol'l'ICBJl 
YAMIBU CER!ltJS DrnB:ICllT 
CCHlTABLI HMS RBG. NO. 2237 
3/6/71 TO 9/6/71 
NO. OF Di\YS 7 
28/10/70 
REVIS ION OP CENSUS 
UPJ:ATB OF TiD cotHlN ROLL 
1,818 

A�CHED(&lu>BR SPBCV.L) 
ENCLOOBD 



, 

GREE RIVER P TROL • PO T. 
N0,2 OF 1970/71 , 

Wed, 2/6/71 1 330 - Left Green River Station by tractor to the Dieru 
junction, road shocking from previous rainfall. 

1 5 35 - rrived Dieru village, 
1 540 - Left Dieru by dinghy, had to paddle most of the 

way because river low and couldn ' t  use motor, 
1725 - Arrived at the Sepik River and worked for rouqhly 

two hours to free the canoe that was stuck in mud, 
1910 i When canoe free we worked our way slc:Mly down the 

river to 'Gifro village, 
2020 - Arrived .bifro, decided to make canp, all patrol 

gear carried up to res·c house, 
Slept Bifro, 

Thur, 3/6/71 0730 - Left Bifro village, continued down stream to Baio, 
0840 - rrived and waited for people to gather, census 

takings until 1 1001 People all present except for 
fourteen absentees all working outside of the 
District. Total population 106, Four deaths , one 
male and three females, 

1330 - I.eft Baio village for Bifro. Arrived 1400, 
1420 - Census takings at Bifro village. Census completed 

at 1610, Total population 2 1 3 ,  Only one death which 
was an aged female. Four males and two females 
miqrated out for greener pastures near the Dio area, 
Slept Bifro. 

Fri . 4/6/71 0700 - Slight shower, left Bifro for Baiuwai villaqe. 
0835 - Arrived Biuwai for census. Completed 1 1 30 ,  Total 

population 1 7 5 ,  Deaths only one aged female. There 
were no migrations in or out, Absentees totalled 
twenty three working inside and outside of the 
District. 

Sat , 5/6/71 

1135 - Followed by a large crowM of people t1e made our 
way slowly back to Bifro, me to open up the new 
Aidpost and they to observe , 

1 2 55 - Arrived Bifro, Large groups of people from Baio and 
Difro had already gathered, enforced by the 
Daiuwais they all assembled in front of the Aidpost 
for 1 ts opening, 

1600 - Aidpost opened , Aidpost Orderly TUVI PAMRU was 
present, fter the speech I gave, everyone returned 
to an ppen area locatod ne r the rest hou&e, There 
was feasting and dancing 'Which ended toward the 
early hours of the rnorninc;i. 
Slept Bifro, 

0730 - Left Bifro village for Mahani. Arrived 1 1 30 for 
Census takings. Completed 1200, Population 140, 
Deaths, one aged male and one aged fenele, One 
female migrated out, Total absentees 22, Nineteen 
male s ,  one female and two children. 

1 210 - Left Mahan! for Mukuasi, Arrived 1 4 3 0 ,  Census 
completed 145 0 ,  Total population 204, Deaths two 
young f�les and one female between 16 and 45 yeart 
Mic;irations In, one male and five females, 

1500 - Left Mukuasi for Buna , Arrived 1 545 , Census 
completed 1610, Total population lll , No deaths 
recorded. One iele migrated• out, Total absentees 
21 , Nine males workinc;i outside and inside of the 
District, One female adult and two children are 
also recorded as absentees outside of the District. 
Seven males and two female children attend the 

dministration Primary T School in G.reen River, 
Slept Buna, 



, . 
Suh. 6/6/71 

.. 

Mon. 7/6/71 

• 

Tue. 8/6/71 

, ed. 9/6/71 

PATROL DIARK CONTINU D. 

0800 - Left Buna and travelled up the Sepik River. 
101 5  - Arrived Iaburu, althouqh Sunday the people 

gathered and were ready for ".ensus. Census done. 
Total population 307. Deaths, one female between 
16 and 45 years, three aqed males and one aged 
fe1111.le. Migrations In only one female. Migrationr 
out two males and two females. Absentees, 34 

working iMide and outside of the District. 
1 1 n:ales and four fenm.le children attend the 
Administration Prinllry T School in Green River. 
Delayed by motor trouble. 

141 0  - Left Iaburu for Koberaru , on our arrival there 
was no one present so we bypassed leaving word 
that we would care back for the Census. 

1550 6 Continued up stream to Isu village. Again though 
Sunday the people waited our arrival. Census 
continued in th6s villa:re until 1 720 since our 
arrival. Total population 90. Deaths orie female 
u p• ' beteen 1 and 5 years, two fenales between 16 and 45 years and one aged male. 
One male and one female migrated out. Total 
absentees 7 working inside and outside of the 
District .  
Slept Iau. 

0600 - J.eft Isu for Biake Nol .Arrived at 0815 ,  the 
l::ensus was done wry ciuickly because there was 
not rooch people. Tota! population 49 . No deaths. 
Migrations In, only one female. Total absentees 
6 working inside and outside of the District. 

0820 - Left Biake Nol for Kaseiru. 
1120 - Arrived Kastiru and oontinued Census. Total 

population 1 1 1 .  Deaths, one male between land S 
years also one aged male and one aged female. 
No migrations in or out. Total absentees 1 9  
working inside and outside o f  the District. 

1245 - Continued up stream to the last village loeated 
on the border. 

1 7 1 5 - Arrived Hufi village. People all present so I 
had to continue .::ensue although it was very late. 
Total population 175. Deaths, one male between 
1 and 5 yea.rs and one aged male. No migrations 
in or out. Total absentees 23 worke.1: s inside and 
outside of the District. 
Slept Hufi .  

0600 - Left Hu f i  and continued downstream pa.st all t\le 
villages already censured. 

1 2 1 5  - Arrived in Kobe.raru, all people had gathered 
and waited patiently for our arrival. Census 
completed at 1 300. Total population 94. Deaths, 
one male and one female between the aqes of 1 and 5 years. Migrationo In one female. Migrationr 
out, one female in marriaqo exchanqe. 

1 310 - Left Kobararu for Iaburu. I then left the patrol 
gear in care of Cooatable Meas. 

1520 - Left Iaburu and started walking back to the 
station. Road in very �d condition because of 
swanp, this slowed me dawn a lot. 

1 6 30 - rr!ved Gr� River Patrol Post, after resting 
a bit Iprepa.red to cepart for Biake No2 . 

2400 - At midni-;Jht I continued to walk from the etatior 
with the noon to guide me. 

0415 - Rain started falling heavilly while I was in ti 
flood plain forest. 

0530 - I arrived in Biake No2 and waited for tho n.. 

0600 -
t�l�e �· le still heavy with alee gathr J.. 
Total r.op. °i3. Arrived station 1 45 . �lfid <"'f t)ll�/!ll 

-r-
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TERRITOOY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUWEi • 
PATROL REPCRT NO. 2 OF 1970/71. 

' SITUhTION REPORT. 
POLITICAL1 

Local Goyerncymt. 
The population of the �MI.HAI Census Division have so far fully 

accepted the Green River Loeal Government Council, and appreciating future 
aims to date with the council of this area. The achieVl!llllents of the Council 
have taken form of Aidposts scattered throughout its administrative area, 
assistance to schools and vehicular roads and CQ;'ltributions on behalf of ��

u
��cil towards the Local Government Training Centre, Vunadidir in 

Since there are no roads in the Yabalhat Census Division, and the 
only means of transport is the s� River, the Councillors in this census 
di vision dent carry out the Roads Maintenance Rule, but keep Mondays and 
Tuesdays aside so that the local people could 11Bintain their villages, 

• concentrating on the administration rest houses and the general cleanliness 
of their villages, thus restricting flies and other diseases 1siml arising 
from dirt. 

The Councillors in tts this census division all speak fluent 
Pidgin and form a COl!l11UJ1ication system betwixt the i.dministration and the 
less sofisticated traditional power leaders 

House of Assfl!lblv• 
There is a local Member from the Telefanin area Mr. Wesani lwoksirn 

and the Nest Sepik 8pBK Regional Mr. Paul Lanqro. Mr. Iwoksim wt-� represent 
the Green River area is unfortunately not from this area and very little 
contact has passed between the Yabe.lhai people and their member. They 
stated to me that they would probably vote for someone else next time maybe 
someone from the Green River area who could visit them more regularly than 
the present member, and tell them what ' s  going on in the House • 

.Most of the people in this Cenaus Diviaion seem to have a qood 
• cOimlil.Ild of the Pidgin English Language and probahl.y haw very much to say 

��:�i!h, t�; :US���s=l�?!� �;�it C\�=s��on� =;;r �ey 
are interested in politics. 

Political Education• 
The people from this Census Division have very little knawludqe 

of What • s happening in the outside world, being far out of rea.ch of news
papers and radios. Even if newspapers were diatributed, ie Our News etc, 
none would be read and the booklets would only aerve its purpose as paper 
for rolling tobacco. 
Radioo woc.ld however be very •1seful as most could tune in Radio Wewak and 
lioten to the Political Education Prograrrme in pidgin, but again it would 
be an expensive process, batteries don ' t  grow on trees and most of them 
complain that they haven ' t  got the money to purchase such luxuries. 

When the proposed Council Chambers is ooopl.eted it nay be 
anticipated at this stage that more rural pepple will take an interest 

• in observing council meetings and other educational proqrannes and events 
which will 1::-oaden their outlook 

, 

Usually when a council meeting is held, the Councillors go back 
to their respective areas and relate what went on at the meeting. This is 
the only means at preaent of learning what their Council is doing. 

I ..>.'""i 
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I • 2 . ECONOMIC . 
----

There is very little economic activity in the Yabalhai eensun 

Division except for crocodile skins which are sold to Traders passing 

up �nd down the Sepik River. There are no locally c:Mned trade stcres in 

the ar visited by this patrol. Their only means of cash is from skinn 

of crocodiles , ogreement workers also pro\•ide a little cash when they 

send money home. A few villages with access road to Green River Station 

sell smoked fish and meat at the stations local marltet. � 

• 

?·bst of the villages in the area visited are self sufficient 

subsistence farmers, living on a dir e of sago which is wide spread 

throughout the area, bananas and tapioka . 'fhe occasional wild game of 

bird life, pigs and fish from the Sepik River and tributaries, �se 

provide a sufficiant supplement of protein. 

'l'he people, the writer feels, do not understand much abollt the 

idea of economic development. In some villages there are some form of 

camnmities found, blt in others they ore acattered, in the bush and 

along the Sepik River . At this stage , an attempt to introduce a rural 

developm:int plan in this area would not be profite6, taking into 

consideration also that it is very close to the West Irian and Territory 

Border, and for auaran"C.ine reasons this area won ' t  be developed until 

it is safe to do so. 

3. SOCil'.L . ( �}lbols and @oati.9Il) 
This area has no Mission or Administration schools. There are 

hc:Mever, pupils that attend the Government Primary T School in the 

Green River Station. There are eleven (11)  male and four (4) female 

L.! pupils from the IaburU Village. seven ( 7 )  male and two (2)  fenalez 

pupils frcm Buna Village and only one (1)  male pupil from Mahani. 

4. HEALTH. 
During my patrol I opened up a new Aidpost in Bifro Village at 

1 600 hours on the 4th J\llle ,  1971 in front of a largo crowd of people 

that carno from Baio and mahani Villages. A speech was given by the 

writer , telling them the purpose of the Aidpost and that it was there 

to provide them with medicine and that it would benefit them greatly if 

they visited it occasionally. This particular Aidpost is maintained and 

run by an A:'.dpost Orderly 'l'UVI PANARU. 

Nothing of a serious nature was encountered and no evidence of 

influenza was brought to the patrols attention. The general health of 

the peopl� is fair. 

5 .  LM.W ND ORDER. 
The people in general are auite law ab!.ding. There were no 

incidents of crime reported to this patrol. Inter vil.lage erllllity was 

never apparent. 

6. ?-lISSIONS . 
The Christian !1iosion of M:lny Lands operate from �he Green River 

Patrol Post and at regular intervals tha villages in this Census 

ivision are visited. Mission teachings are wide spread through this 

area . 

7 .  l·iISCELL. n;ou:=:: . 
On the border village Rufi, salt was the main barter for fresh 

food. Most of this fresh food wo.s taken back to the station and put in 

t.he government store to aid the K:tlt hospital in Green River which is 

very short of such. 
There was also particular interest in the Hufi Village, where a 

"' w.::ar.a&. ·,:;::; :::=t t:'I� fran one of the villages the other side of the 

border, to be traded for sago. This woman appare."ltlY never seen an 

Admilllistration patrol before, cause ehe shot off at the sight of US J 

she was brought before the writer after a brief struggle with tho 

Councillor and his wi£e for her to be recorded in the Census Book. 

She spoke neither pidgin nor understood the local language. The 

councillor is patiently teaching her pidgin and it would be very 

intereeting to hear h r story from whence she came. 

I I I \ \ -
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