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Yankee tnaé@r, Th@nas Olivor Lark1n¢

In 1‘51 Larkin cam

2 t0 the PaeitiaCOast. He

and 1n.Apr11 1332 reached

sailed from Boston, on th

thence to thsSandwich 18 ${_f-

San Framiaw and arrived in Mterey on April 13, 1832.
small
first flour mill 1n that part of the ceuntry. He hired

He opened a ﬁ@n@ral:larenaw%

;xse'aﬁara, and built the

to cut timber, make shingles

foreigners

wharves and houses.

' and*t&&kwantraets for building .
s:#e'tiwf\ he began to bu.ii‘up a trade with the Sandwiecl

Isl

ands and Mexico 1n lumb@r, fleur, potatae:, soap, beaver
and sea otter akins, and horses. His trading act1v1t1@a>

end of 1834 he was on the way

prospered so well that by'tk@

L.
a fortune.

~ to acquiring

California aboard the Newcastle,

.ted States Consulate in Calitor~
nia," in _g'_fqatiﬁna of Egg‘Aaaﬂ&af of Pacific Cos
He H. *&xcnaft .f;,_ ;* af California, IV, 706.

le¢ Re W Kolsey¢ "The Uni




Larkin beecs

who was on her way to the Pacific to join her husband, Cap=-

me acquainted with Mrs. Rachel Hobson Holmes,

mes. When she arrived at Monterey she

tain John A. C. Ho.
learned that Captain Holmes had sailed for Lima shortly .

fore. Then three months later she received the news that

her husband had died of fever on board his ship. A’ year
later she became affianced %o Mr. Larkin. However, in order
to married in California they had to accept the Catholic

if they expected the church to perform the ceremony.

faith,
' In order to avoid that difficulty they went to Santa Bar-

bara, where on bo the American vessel Volunteer,

John C. Jomes, United States consul at Honolulu, who was

owner and supercargo of the vessel, united them in matri- .

mony on June 1, 1833 ‘5 ' - | | ‘
Larkin then decided to bulld a house at Monterey

for himself and 13‘ bride. The house wauilt of adeé"

and wood, in the best of what is known as the

Monterey

style. It was located on more or less level ground, several

hundred yards south of the custom~house, at what is now

the southwest corner of Main and Jefferson streets, taking

up the north end of the h&.ek between M&ina Pacific streets.

his lumbermen for its construction.

Larkin used lumber cut by




The house was a two-story structure

, with adobe walls and

wooden floors, the wof covered with shingles. There was

a wooden veranda around the f ront and two endss This had

a wooden railing on the second floor. A flower garden sur-

"rounded the house; vines climbed over the veranda. TFrom

>rs of the house a hi long the

the corn:

outer limits of the lot, enclosing the servants' quarters

inner court or patio. On the Main Street side, at the

nts?

far corner of the lot, Larkin built a

1sed as @ storehouse and for serva

adobe building, whi ch was

's quarters.
4
ged since that time.

7, as Lieutenant Shermar

ters, and, 'in 18

q 18 | b
The house stands today, al

The Larkin house was finisd in 1834, and since

most unchan

it was one of the best and largest homes in Monterey, it

very soon became 1the

fine ball, dinner, or other entertainment was to be given in

usually selected as the place in

Monterey, Larkin's house |
 which to hold it. As Larkin's business grew from 1834 onward,
he tr

aveled extensively thruaut California and to Mexico

Californians and

and the Sandwiehislands; To his house came

alike, and all received a

foreigners, friends and stranger:

ning and openhanded welcome. Since there were no hotels

ays, visitors there had to find

4. L. B. ‘_Pawer,' 0ld Monterey, 245%247.




ings in the private houses of the town, so Larkin's home
- was usually full of guests. "His home was the scene of the

most brilliant and select balls, where more tnan one fair

5
seﬁbrlta wore out two pairs of slippers in a single nicht."
When noted foreign visitors arrived Larkin enter-
"tained them at his house, at lunch or dinner or some other

function. Among those who paid visits to his home were Com-

63 Sir George Simp=-

modore

Edmund B. Kennedy, U.S.N., in 182

son, of Hudson's Bay Company in 1841l; Commodore Thomas Ap

Catesby Jones, U.S.N., in 1842; besides many sea-captains

and travelers, merchants and traders of all kinds and nation-

lit P

Mey 1, 1843, Larkin received a recess appoint-

On

ment as consul [ QI' the Ur

This appointment was signed by~Pr@sidant John xyler mnd

5aerewary of State Daniel Webster. He enxared forme
~ the duties of his office on April 2, 1844, and thanceforth .~
his heuse became the official Unitad States eonsulate in f
Cclifernia‘until tho wtnqnest of Califor:ia by the'United

&
tatea brought his orfiee to a alosa,on June 23, 1340, ﬁ

As United States consul, Larkin‘n«surally received

- 5. G.‘MacFarland Monterey, eradle of California's romance,

1ited States at thc port of Mbnterey.

L1y upon




- on huainess, and from natives and fereigners as well. Conﬁe*
15e was always full of visimrs and his entar—-

44, until the end

quentl y his ho

g bills grew apace. From April, 18
e utine duties of his

office. He succored sick

45 he was busy with the regulax

end destitute American seamen and

cared for the local maritime interests of the United States;
justice from local courts;
hts and

4in Ca11~

‘he aided his countrymen in securing

passports; and looked after the ;@neral rig

privileges of American citizens 1iving nd-tmmli

fornia. Naturally most of those activities centered about

his house as the consulate.

nia™ for the Department of State. From early in 1846 to

June 14 of that year, when the "Bear Flag" fllibusters and

~ Frémont spoiled his efforts, Larkin was engagec
~win the friendship of the prominent Californians and their
annexation of California %o

consent to his plan of peaceful
the ﬁniteé States. In thaése activities his house was the

wntar for af*'w- Brous eonfewnws a nd social entertainnm

‘f_all ‘kindse

for ents

ited States consulate, 173~174.




Then Frémont visited Banterey, January 27 to 29,
1846, d at the latter's house
/

ring that ¢t ime. It 1s there, that Captain Frémont sup-

he called on Larkin, and staye

posedly received the verbal or tacit permission from General

Castro to winter his i-rtyin the interior of California,

s to have intorpreted to mean that he could

which Fremont see:
' ‘ 10 W i

march them into Mm&erey .

Larkin also entertained Lieutenant Archibald Gil-

lespie, when the latter arrived in Monterey in April, 1846,
with confidential despatches for Larkin and Frémont. The

lieutene

nt stayed at the consulate until he was ready to

) leave in 111‘8111'3 5 Fl‘é monts Several e nths later y On July 2,

on Commodore Sloat and his squadron d:

>pped anchor in
JMonterey harbor, Larkin was the first to greet the commodore
and his staff. They, too, were hospitably entertained at

louse, and his residence became the headquarters
‘ & ‘

shat part of the country.
Soon after Commodore Stockton took command of the

American na val forces 1n Cal 1frn ia, he appointed the chap--

lain of his ship, the Reverend Walter Colton, as alcalde of
Mnntereyu He was appointed on Tuwday, July 28, 1846 and
within an heur he had packed his trunks and books and ms on

onsulate, 212; Z. S. Eldredge,




shore, a guest in the house of Thomas 0. Larkin. Thus for
some days, until Alcalde*Colton was able to rent a sultable
- house for his office, Larkin's house served as the ol ty hall

. of Eﬁ.ﬁt@rey’lz

- During the interval from September, 1846, to Febru-
ary, 1847, when Larkin was held captive by the Californians
and was absent from Motrey., his house was closed. %Hia wife

9, the U.S.S8. Cyane arrived fr

mily were in San Franciscos. Then on Tuesday, February

om San Diego with General

Stephen W. Kearny and his staff aboard, and also Consul T. Os

Larkin. On landing, Larkin at once placed his house at the

disposal of General

ame the he

Kearny and the latter accepteds Larkin's

adquarters for the military govern-

house then bec

Sherman, who

‘ment of California for se weeks. Lieutenant
~ was serving as adjutant-general, occupied the small adobe
and all

| 13
ament business was transacted in Larkin's house.

- house at the back of the garden far some months,

‘When General Kearny departed for the East, Colonel

'+the mlity governor, and he also established

Mason beca

his heldquarmm at Larkin's h*as. until he moved his office
14 ‘




government of California.

No sooner d4id Larkin return to Monterey than so-
cial functions
February 16, 184

took place at his home. On Tuesday,
15

7, Walter Colton wrote in his diary:

It 18 past midni;ht and I have
just come from the house of T« O«
Larkin EsqQe, re 1 left the youth,
the ‘wauty the wwdem, ind worth of J
Monterey. There are more happy

hwr%n ’ﬂwre than I ».ve m@t wim in
any o same %
California.
that has mn.ow sd t he

This being the lmt n
"rniml every one has bmken hin
last e'-;ahclls.. ‘But few of them con~-
tained cologne or lavender; nearly
all were filled with g'.u tinwl,
Ladies and gentlemen red
with the a_arkli)
lights of the 'chudelmrs are thrown
“..ck m 111 iona @f mimic ray]s. . Two

f § zht h wauty, by@~
their eggs on tha head of our commo-
dore, (8hu“ ck) and got kissed by
way of retaliation. They blushcl,
but still mjoyeé their tri-:

qrf pretty aven 1nﬁthe?ba§tle. The“
hens will now have a little peace,
anﬂ beallowed to hatch th&ir thickcns.

‘B@m I' have ot )énble to l‘m;-
Tt seems lost in the twilight of an-

tiquity. I must leave it to those

walkins mummies who love to grope

g the mtam‘w of perished na-
ions: they lismver 1‘: ~their

'15. Colton, Three years

nia, 178-179.




shouts will almost shake down the Egyp=
tian pyr nids e

The egg shells used at these balls were called

pointed end of t- a»', the cntents of the shell were

emptied for use 1n the kitchen and the shell was prworved

WY til the t H*

when the carnival or dance was to occur.

them in &l fferent

The empty shells were colored by dipping

Gold and silver tinsel and paper of all
colors were cut into small

shellss The holc at the end of the «holl was then aealed

¢ AWy .

etable dyes.
particles and put into the empty

piece ef wmte or eolomd paper pasted

with wax or by a ,. 16
over it. Sometimes the shells were partially fille with

cologne water or perf

there broken upon the heads of un=

carried to the hall and

n usually

ims, of . ﬁh@ opposite sex. The me

carried their sh@lls in their pnkota, while the women took

thelirs in their handbags. Much tim was taken ajt these

men and women in m

aneuvering to cateh

each shell cracked upon the

unaware, and a s

head loud cheers and laughter broke from the as-
sembled guests. This was especially true 1f some wary per-

ade

son who had escaped for most of the evening was finly i

some slyly executed coup. The shell to be

oken was held in the palm of the hand and brought d own,




10

d of the viet&uz

with a awift atroke upon the top of the hee
~ then, with a ‘eireular motion of the hand, the particles of
shell and tinsel were rubbed into the hair. After an ever-

ning at:such an affair it took considerable brushing and comb-

16

ng to get all those particles out of one's hair.
The cost of this kind of entertainment was quite
carefully pm it all ‘fiam

igh. Larkin systematically and

expense of one of

wple record or

in his account books. A se¢
‘ 17

these soclals is as follows:

I'wo dozen bo’ctlea of wine $19. One
and & half daz-n bottles of beer,
-r~-_fles of aquardien
Thirty pies, %.»e
Om box of raisins, ¢4.
e ‘1;5.¢ Music %250 Hiﬁ@
peds of sperm candles, $£9+ PFive
younds of sugar, 3. Other eatables
$5. s:rwanta §4. A total of $122.50,
for an eve 'a entertainment.

At the grand

present at Larkin's house were General Kearny, Commodore
Shubrick, their staff officers; Lieutenant We T. Sherman;
tive Cali~

Welter Colton, the alecalde; and a number of the e

;ing the Americans, and

had recently been fig

fornians, who

their families. This type of social function was given at

ls during the remainder of .




of 1848. Then came the news of the discovery of gold, and

diggings for

almost all the men in Monterey went away to the

several months.

came the news of the

peace tree

ty
with Mexico. That fall a new winter season of unparalleled

galeties were ushered in, which res in a grand

ball at Larkin's house the day before Lent began. Gover-
" honor; his staff officer

many other Americans were present. Dofia Augustias de

nor Mason was the guest o

5, Colton,

and

had an egg breaking contest with General

gy, in which they eca

la Guerra y Jimenc

the evenir

Mason during

even.

me out with honors
Mrse. Jimeno was the daughter of Captain José de la
anta Barbara. She was ive special mention by

ne in his book, "Two

H@y De Years Before the Mast,"

for her beauty and grace.

g September and half of October, 1849, Larkin
titutional Convention held in

A member of the State Cons

lall, at Monterey, and he made it & practice to in-

vite one or more members to lunch and dinner at his house

every day during the sessions of the convention. Several

dances

and receptions were held at his house for the dele-

. A_ 19
gates during that time.




ing the cnstitutional conventi on, Larkin

early in 1850, took his

1y on a visit to the East. They stayed there several

years, and while there Larkin invested in some property in
New York. In 1853, he and his f

. ' 20
and settled in Ss

amily returned to California

0 had become the leading city
ecided not to go back to

He thereupon entered into an ag

while Larkin acquired the

The Leese family occupied and owned t.

house for many years. In the

Robert F. Jo

early 90's it was sold to

mson, wWho later became

mayor of Monterey.
ing for the histori-
possible to its original

ackground and value of the old house, so he took spe

pains to restore it as nearly as

condition. The wall around the lot was rebuilt and the

garden replanted. The Johnson family continued to own the

house until recent years. In the early 1920's they decided
to sell 1t. message was cabled to Mrs. He
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granddaughter of Thomas O. Larkin, who was then in England,

that the house was for sale. She immediately took steps
to acquire it, and thus one of the old landmarks of Cali-
fornia's first capital reverted to a direct descendant of

| & |
built it.  The house is now in possession of

the man

are feast days she throws the garden

.d California hospital-

Mrs. Toulmin, and on r
to the public, with a touch of o
t made her

open
1ty the
| California and the world. 4

ighout

grandfather's house so famous thro
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