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l __ ~ Sl-\_lGENT SH~ VE:~ --- - - ~ _.,_ - - - --·--- -
This Ne'J1.1sletter is addressed to you since you head the 0 AI'-.1TI

POVERTY. ~ROG~M" (Office of Economic OpportWJ.ity) to inform and protest 
concerning the steamroller tactics of the big ranch interests in their 
attempt to cc_)ntrol this program in IMPLRli!L COUNTY, CALIF. 

TH.ill.c. BIG RANCH.l!..S ilRi TE!!i Cll.US.c; OF MO~T OF ThE POVERTY fu!:RE! it 

T.htiy are the o~as which oontrol the local county and cities govern
ments and al~o the Ilv.f.F&U,AL IRRIG,d1ION JJI~TRIGT. Irr.perial Cou.aty with 
~ yearly agricultural production or $214 millions, ranks 4th in the u.s., 
rhere are only abo~t 75,000 residente here. 

Here are some of the ways that the big farm interests crea e the 
poverty. By controlling Assessor-Collector John Bowman, they are able 
to have fake low assessments put on their farmland so t!lat on the average 
they. es?ape 66% of the yearly property taxes. rrhis evasion amounts to 
$8 mil~1ons yearly(confirmed by an independent analysis done by the 
Statewide Homeowners Assoc. of 953-Sth Ave. San D~.ego l Calif.) an~ all 
the residents including the poor have to pay higher taxe.8 to make up f~r 
the big agricultural interests which own 90% of the farmland. ABSENT~~ 
LANDOWNERS have 70% of the farmland IN VIOLATION OF Tl-IE U.S. RECL_.\~'lATION 
LAW~ They escape about $6.5 millions in taxes at the expense of loc~l 
residents who pay that much more to make up for the ABSENT1!.E LRNDDiv'NERS. 

The IMPERIAL IRJUG11TION DibTRlCT which do es not pay income taxes, 
property ~axes or dividends, charges prices for electricity which are 
just as high as those of investor owned utilities so that there are pro
fits of $14 mil.lions yearly that are wiped ' out by the big ranches being _ 
ru,rnished irrifsation water at very cheap rates_. Tfu; POOR .n~>JD Tli.l n~.J:!,fui~l!; 
RESIDENTS .BR~ FORC~D TO SUBSIDIZE THE LJ;RGE FAlilv1S' CH1t,AP IRl-UG.BTION 'vJ.AT.c.R~ 

. P~evious to 19,5, the big agricultural interests through their org
anization THE IMPBRIF.L VALL~Y F~.RMERS ASSOCIATION, imported thousands 
Of M~xican farmworkers under Pultlic Law #78. Thousands of Mexican
Am.erican, negro, and white farmworkers who lived here locally, vvere re
~us~d work and the farmwork jobs given to the imported braoeros.M.anY 
Mexican-Au10rican f~ilies on the J!"lrlSTSIDE OF Bh.n\i'iLEY w.ho owned sme.11 
nomes were unable to pay the $5.50 monthly water charge because tbsy 
Were out of work. Their water was turned off. These families began 
~o starve and had to leave Imperial County to look for.work. They could 
~ot return and could not pay the property taxes on their abandoned homeS,. 
:ack of at'te.ntion deteriorated the homes and the CITY OF BRRWL.l!iY then 
~~o lished them.. The Brawley City Council REFUSED TO BRING IN FEDERAL 
vJRpLTJS FOOD to help the starving.. ·. 11r. =nc 1cr3n 
~- At the present moment, the l5ig ranches qse "GR.1!,EN CARD .J.,'l..l:!i A~i _ 

\fo.o LIVE IN MEXICiiLI MEY...ICO ani are willing to work for a!l.Y wage sine ,. 
~-1' they work in Mexi~o they ~nly earn 15 C.!iiWrS P ~R I-IOlJR. So th:.,nsa~ds 
"" d k f . ·event"' a•vi na u ,., omestic farmv..orkers oan not get work. Lac o Spi;ice ?1 J~ <=" .. t '~ , .. ;~0 

~,_t b.er methods by which the BIG RANCHFS EXPLOIT ThE FOOR ..1H~D C1" ... c,:1T.1:!, iuO;. • .:., 
r -i,VEP.TY ••• 

__ Everyone is afraid to sp-eak up in protest of THIS POVLF.:TY hllICH IS 
C?~~~ BY THE BIG AGRICULTUI{AL INTl!:IlliSTS. Merchants, lewJ_~!-~, )9;~~,t?~_:-. 
fin~ ~inessmen and just average citizens suffer from the L.:..1...rn I .K.vr-:1-Rl. ... 
~i\l:.ES 1-1ND HIGH :tl:LECTRICITY BILLS. Merchants in particular suff or since 
>n.oue.ands of local farmworkers and their families are short of .n~ney 
Cie~a.u.se of lack of work. Many stores hav~ closed in all the ci tl:,08 

8-r.j_ 'nome of the towns resemble "GHOST TOWNS". BUT TriIS U-PP.:SR ECO~JOMIC 
c:iA2..8- JS SC.A RED STIFF TO PROTEST THE POVERTY, THE HIGH T.r.XES, ~TC• 

'• 

', 
U,a_;10r Luis Leg,asp.L..and his group in the CITY OF C.n-LEXICO with many 

poa~1 tu~ this city to b'd.n..g in FlillERAL SURPLUS FOOD so that fam1Ues 



would not ~t&rve. Mayor Luis Legaspi presented evidence to Secretary 
?f Labor.Wirtz v:he~ he was here in March 1965 in o:rder to prevent the 
ir:1portat1on of Tuiexican workers under I,aw#414. Dr. Ben Yvllen and Milce 
Miranda were present at the same time to present ev!dence against im
portation of' . forej_gn farmworkers. 

. ?r• Ben Yellen .has been printing this Newsletter for about 5 years 
in w~ic.h h~ tells B?QUt the poverty and its canses. He .has taken dom
mest1c _Mex1can-AL.ier1can, negro and white farmworkers to local Small 
Claim Courts a~1d has financed them out of .his own pocket so that t.hey 
file-! 18.",nscl. ts under the Calif. Ftt.ir Emplo;yment Practices law against 
the Imperial Valley Fc:1.:rmers Assoc., tt.e Desert Growers Assoc .. and Calcot 
In?•. for discrl_minating aga1.nst domestic workeJ•s because of country of 
origin.. Wi ~h Newsletters such as this, he has personRll~r publicized 
these lc,wsui ts when the local press nicknamed VIRGIL PIW.KL.1!;--Y' S 
PROSTITUTED PRESS erected a CURTAIN OF SILENCE about these lawsuits. 

These Newsletters have been given but in the thousands not only 
locally but to MEMBERS OF OONGR1!1SS, C.t\LIF. STA'J:E LEGISLATURE, AND V ~RIOUS 
ORGANIZATIONS II\1T]:RESTED IN THESE PROBL.EMS. He receives requests from 
all over the Unitei States for .his Newsletters. The people of Brawley 
electet Dr. Yellen a Councilman in recognition of his aetivities. 
Ed.ward P. Morgan on May 26, 1964 made a coast to coast news broadoast 
over t~e American Broadcasting Co. describing the efforts of the writero 
On April 6, 1~65, the Huntle:,-Brin.kley News televd.son rroadC"'ast .t.ad Dr" 
Yellen on it co.Q.Cerning the u.s. Reclamation Law which is not being 
enfo1•cP,d with the result that little farmers are being pauperized. 

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POVERTY IN THE SOUTHWEST was helf in 
Tuason, Arizona on January 25 & 26, 1965 and your own OFFICE OF ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY providGd funds for the organizational costs. Dr. Ben YolleD 
was an invited speaker to tell atout poverty conditions in Iuperial 
County. He is recognized by organizatiCJns as an expert in these matters {' 
They also know of his activities to alleviate this poverty. 

On Thursday July 1, 1965, Dr. Bell Yellen and Mike Miranda and 
Marg~rito Ruiz went to the formation meeting of the Imperial Valley 
~oonomic Opportunities Commission being held at t.he Health Dept. Build
ing. Councilman Yellen had been told by Mayor Lu.is Legaspi to speak 
for him. It was found that with the exception of one labor union 
r~presentatiwe, everyone on this Commission is either a.stooge of the 
big farmers or an intimidated person who can not open his mouth. 

Dro Yellen made a vigorous speech in which he told all these 
persons on the Com.mission that with t.he ex11eption of the labor repre
sentative, none of them· had ever mate a vocal protest about poverty 
and where did they have the gall to become .r::rec:bers of the C'.J.r;l!!lission. · 
Drt- Yellen systematinally went from one member to another and showed 
where he was not qualified. H0 then demanded that Mayor Legaspi 
and himself be put on the commission. He also req11ested that Mike . 
Miranda and Margarito Ruiz be put on and further stated Mctyor L i:gu.sp1 
wants several persons of his group on the Corn.m .. i.ssion. 

NO ATTENTION WAS PAID TO THES.C:: REQ,UESTS. THIS COMvJISSION rs 
STACKED WITH BIG F.irnMl!i"'R 11DiiETIEi~TS. 

Here is what Virgil Pinkley and his PROS'rITUTED PR.;~SS reporte~ 
1n the July 2, 1965 issue, "Dr. St anley J. L8.l.and ---cffecti V8ly 0..u1et
ing the lone objentor to the evening's procedure, Brawl ey's Dr. B·.m. 
Yellen". Once aga:in Virgil Pinkley, the big ciby Edit') r r as i:irected 
a CUR1:1AIN OF SILENCE to prevent the residents f!Om learniJ:g that the 
big rt,.nchers have stacked the ANTI-POV:b.'RTY COfoMlSSION so it _does n9~ .. , . J ·-, \ r:-T' i T, .'\ . . •T \ -,:r- OU l . cause them any trouble. '.J:L..i...> J....> 1 I. ~ ._:;_,~.,Y'S .. :, , . .1.:..1. ...... .. .1.1 '-· J..,.., .L .· •• ~._,...... · ' 

Here ara s )Lue brief notes on a few r:ar:b"~ who }?.el.I? (? ) th? poore1 
'Supervisor To.c:i. Boley-voted in 1962 against the County bringing in 
Federal Surplus Food, so the ranchers were able ~o starve out the 
d.omestic workers and tl1eir f.inilics und f.,rce thb!ll t ~> h ,,JVG t1 •.~ re. 
N:lok Pricola and Joe Rodriguez were members of Brc1wley City CoUf:.~l 
Whio.b. voted against F.Ji:DER.ttL SURPLUS FOOD and left the _!)).Jr t) 5 _,i.j.rve. 
We:aley B1eeaa.rd-big farmer ard President of the Imperial Oo~.ultf, rurm 
B' •y·.:,,.·l•,. 1/ .'•-~t · '?•···;:. _;,· ·"i f -:-_:.:;. ) ;:i~.g fU1"!1ters. 1.:.ASTERtOF .EXELOITATION. • • 
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