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Ootobol:> 12, 1045 

..,<motor no rt .1 . Lu"?ollatto 
Un- od atntcD Sonnto 
'jn ohlngtol , D. C. 

Doer Sonc tol" : 

· ... :ls lett r- has to d() - th a mattor ~i..lcl I bol: c11e you \:Jlll o.croe 
1 · o.'' oxt:ronte lnr}ortu. co. 

t t h. proocnt t ::to t!r. ~ . • CondonJ Assistant Director of tho e­
nroh Lnborotot--ieo, ~'/Qot'nc-ouao Co1. pnny, I'ittaburgh Ll!1d Vice-Presi­

dont of t.o k oric n 4hysic 1 Society, and Dr. Loo Szilard are in 
'aoLlnr;ton on bobalr or t 10 Uni voroi ty of Chicago co 11 ooting inf or-

m tion 1th r .,opoct to utomic onor"' policy. Uno. r t:w ruloa or the 
.wrioun Phy~ioal Soc1oty, tr . Condo .• ··111 bQ l'l"Ooid nt o· ' th" t So­

clety nox·t year. As you undoubtedly '·::now, l.lr. Szilard plflycd a. ura­
tic d 1m.portnnt rolo in tl o dovolopmont of t l \;: atomic bomb . 

I a: , or courso, _ ot ln o...· .. ry )Oa tion to e oaes 01 cor:.Inent upo t 1e 
· or !: cf those oo.Lontiets i n oonnqction it~ t..- o • or.Uc 'b.:n;'lb, but a a 
yo ·-: .. o , tho ' '0.!" Do artlnont Soytb Ro1>- rt contu~ns frequent refel'•ences 
to tl.~.o w l"'k o.r . sz~l rd, an it is tbe · ork o: D~. sz:.lar< and 
Dr. ~crnl 't :·~lch J' o ro orred to b:r Dr. Einato in in .1lz lottGr to 

roa.:.do.1t 11oooev~lt on ~1u;.>1.1Lt :::! _, 1039 hiob bee. th. ';ovor'lle.t•s 
in.:: :_ ... vt :.x tho ovclo 1:.10 .1t - oi' or1 ntot!lc bomb . Dot·1 of those gentle­

an 'ltlvo be n i 1 ti ol7 corncct d 'lth t h o actual davolop ... ntal 
mr: ... , nn I do not bo liov t' t ;ou cot.l<..: tal c to t · o pooplo \lit 1 a 
bottor eras Of t::l.O problOL10 :...nvolvod and. W- th bottcr i .. slsl~t of tho 
poooibilitios of futuro dov lop~ont. Thono GOntlomen, of course, can• 
not sou so r. n tors lhich are conr· dontial or oocrot. T ~e] nre L"'i:ng 
to cull o.t •nur of fico t o arranco n mooting ]. t ~-:. yo 1, ord n.y o m sue-
'" nt~ or , .Jhiol ::: h pe yo' .. ;111 "'lOt ·L nd , ~a . t it . ould bo r -
.~. oi,"vlo to cot t1oso gontle nat d_n:.-.. r or acoo suoh occasi on 1horo 
t, e:rc :rill bo .lO!'O :tno t.o gain J DUl." vio s. I Ot'l ptu--t-c'tlarly .. 1ovcd 
t r_ t o th:.u lottt.r b t oo.usc .,. Ui. DO ou~c th t : udditio. to thoir 
ottl.r=- .l-1..!' o •• Ut t ion ' l"Ot. you · hiol~ ·ill bo of oxtr.Jmo .i1:1.portc.no o to 

t .. ;.o ... t;tUl."e uovolOpl. ent of · to1:rl.c roscnl ... <h n , t' o Uni.v ors1 ty of Crdoago, 
~ ou 'I il l bo :tn t or stcd a~ o. n l ncli.. onto.l . u ttt~r in --ott in ' such vie 1s 
an thoy 1 o.y huvo . 

I do not 11 a t o tx•oublo you , end I apologize or 
your t ..:r.Ao, but I ha'-lo folt fr o to .. :c ~hlv ro u 
I ow you :vill asroo t Lu t. t .ore 1 no at ten .. :lor 

t h t ho public weal . 

Sinooroly, 

l:d\"lnrd H. L ov1 

ry in tru ni on on 
t ' you beanuao 
lntit t ly COl'l!.ooted 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 ·ILLINOIS 

THE LAW SCHOOL 

For Mr . Hutchins And M:t' . Szil. rd 

I think it would be a mi stHke t o go head 
with the ore;anizAtion of o. com.M.itteo f or peace 
of the type contempl a t e d . ! think at the 
present tino it wo uld be much bette r to go 
ahead with the Grafton t ype study proposal. 

To go 11he ad with the co nnittee on peace vli ll 
tend to get in the wry of the Gr n fton proposRl . 
The Grafton study must be pushed witll the idea 
of the worthvihileness o f t h e i n quiry rlt wi 11 be 
d ifficult to do t hat i f t h e snonsors are 
identified with what will l nok like a political 
action co mmi ttee . 

The committee for e ace if ore;anized now 
wi 11 h nve less , ppeal than it v:ill h <:- ve if more 
)rep nra.t ory work ~long the Gr1~fton line hns 

been acconpl ished . I t will probably lead to the 
orgnni znt ion o f other comni t tees ::m.ch . s t h e 
c~~~itte~ to . uphold our f ore ign polic ~ , and the 
re su 1 t w.L ll ne to narrow t he number o 1 persons 
who would other·.vise be re ached . 

I t would have the m"lfortullR 1;e effect of 
reminding people of such comrJJ.ittees l:)efore the 
last war , and this would be a 1NA.Y of impressing 
people that u war is inevlb3bl 8 . 

c~oreover unti 1 oome th ].ng like 1i e Grafton 
proposal hfls b r3en. worked out,the committee could 
only s 9eak in the most e;eneral terms. But this 
can be done by indiv!duals nolfl and 'd. t h much 
greater effect . 

I t..hink it w1 11 b e D great mistake , and I 
hope I cr.m be heard on this tefore anyone 
( mean inc; both of J!""Oti) go ahead w:l th it • 

- Edwnrd JJevi 

. tv-; . n / . . I I - , . z . 
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The University of Texas 
Austin 12 
School of Law 

Professor Edward H. Levi 
University of Chicago Law School 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Ed: 

c 
0 

Jtme 27, 1949 

p 
y 

I'm deep in the heart of Texas, and still deeper in blue books 
brought from Cambridge. I confess I do not have any very clear idea how a group 
such as Dr. Szilard proposes could function, but I wonder whethEr it might not 
be made a ppurtenant to a scientific organization. If the Federation of American 
Scientists is still extant, it mi ht authorize t~e creation of an Advisory Co~ 
mittee on Law and Legislation, and an·assortment of law professors could be re­
cruited to serve on it. If the Feder~tion also still has a Washington office, 
it could see that the Advisory Commit-tee got copies of bills which merited atten­
tion. It might also pick up state legislation. I fuink the field should be re­
stricted to lavm affecting academic freedom and scientific research. 

If the Federation of American Scientists does not seem an ~ppro­
priate stock, t here probably are some other organizations suitable for the purpose. 

A major advantage of such a relationship is that it would give the 
lawyers participating a client . As a consequence, I think our views would be 
taken more seriously than if ·we were simply telling the world. Another advantage 
is that it v.uuld provide us with a source of expert inforrmtion if we needed that 
in order to appraise the implications of a bill. 

Read the current Harvard Alumni Bulletin. It contains an interest­
ing interchange between Grenville Clark and an alumnus who is worried by subver­
sion at Harvard. Clark's letter is excellent. 

Regards. 

Sine erely, 

(Dave) 



·' 

• Jo:Jop_ L. -!tli 

lC::i l J S'c:.~o'Jt 

1 o.c:1.:::..n:ton .. D. c . 

Doo.r Fo.uh, 

115G ' st 57th S·t;roct; 
C_l-OD{;o 37 , Illino:W 
Juno 2 0 ~ 1010 

I had lunch m·th Levi today YJho s uggested t .1at I send on to you 

·cha oncloca'- lett r mioh he received i".tom Co.vcro o the !Iarvo.rd Lm7 School. 

Levi '·'lo"r;ht J- -;. t yot l'..liclrb bo in .... pocition to stir up Co.vors and perhaps also 

to '1:i.:rur ci' s omoono 0.4
.; ~10 Yalo Lo.r Sc_.ool ;:1o co ld be stirred p. To:ra .:._ ,~Don 

\Vould bo an obvious c ho ... oo, so Levi t 1ought, u'!i ho "l':as not ::U!:. .. uhother 1ic politi-

cal o.ct:vH;ios u:J.c;ht not bo considered o. lio.bili y . 

:.~- o;:m. c w~nt to tho _et-col .. from Ca.vors is ti: at ho tUJdorstood the 

suggestion nndo il?. o. l.l.tl.rro'l.':or sense tbAn th!lt in - -· -l ~t m.s o.oant. Lovi ::mel I 

ho.d in !lind t_ 0 '<1010 brdJ.d f':.old o" civil l ibwtios vri ' i:ho O.pl?l•oprio.to o .:p1lO.SiS 

on la.rn o.i'foctinc; a.cadar:t.ic froOO.O:n o.nd scientific rcsoo.rc.1. A:n. inter- tr.ivarsity 

corm·· ·!;too t}Or.lposod 0:: dis tinb'U·· shod ::nonbors of tho r.1oo t c.:i.otincnishod l::tti schools 

docs not :.;.cod to lean on t::te Fodcr .... t:.on of A.-r:nrioo.n Scient::.sts or a her rro-

feccion.c.l orgc.nizc..tior~, nm . ·t:;s pr-est:!.go ought t o be highor thln tho.t c£ ~ of 

tho orgcnizo.tions I c ould ·bhin1:: of' on \"Jhich such a co 1 t"boe C'ot'.ld leo.n . I \"!onder 

"l"Jhothor yoa co uld stir up people a. li"i;tlo alone; t.1.cse lines, nnd stirri::1g up Dd 

Levi o. little further '\'r.i ll do no harm oithor. 

m 
:encl. 



1SJ.· . ~.m•( Lev-i 
law f' ohool 
Fa.oul ~~ .CXohW.go 

Dco.r Lovl , 

1155 I~st 57th Street 
Chioeg o 37 • Illinois 
July 4, 1949 

Enclosed is n o op<J of 1i1o ru.·tiole whio!t l. tllo'Ucht ·(;he 

Lo;; I ovlo1-: might 'ish to :rint. I:£' thoy :m fnot -r;mrt '·o do ·this 10 

I v;ould o.ppr-ociatG thoir insert~ o.n editorial note oxplaiz:rl.nr; 

thc.t thoy vm.ntad ·to print this a.r·t:;iclo a yOOX" ago but th.o.t at 

:;ho.t tL.10 I ,.JUD roluotnrrb in :roloo.se ·!;he 6.1"' ;:tole _or publico::.. ion 

booauno tho polH;ioal tonsions 't'l~uld havo oodo it :lf.fioult fer 

·• o roo.dor to bo l~ocopti vo to tho par'Ulov.ln.r t-ypo of trontm<::n t 

of tho Sli>joot adopted in tho ru·t:i.clo . l;':lth ·t; 10 roooli'l.i relo.xa-

t:i.on of thooe politioo.l tClll6lona. I vJi 'lh<.lraw !f1Y objection to the 

pub lie ·bi on. 

ra 
E:..'lol. 

Sl:wwcly. 

leo Sz~.J.ard 

P. s . I£ tJto IA11 !~cvi.OTt vron·ts '00 print the o.rti<"lo, ooulcl I 
possibly ha.vo 200 reprin~? 



l r . · jward H. Levi 
.Lu •;; ft 1 . .t/ T 
Jnl ve r '· i. ty o '.' C." l.i. cn-:;o 
Chic ~ Go , Illl,nis 

Dear Levi: 

1155 E1HS t 57th St reet 
Ch ica._so B7 , I1 Un i"' 
J1 ly 14, Hl50 

I am Trri ting to yo:J in your capaci ty as a member of the 

Council. Dr. Urey, at the last Council mr:! eting , outlined the 

bb.sic philosophy upon which, in his o,)inion, u ua l.ls fa. ctory plan 

for r-=tirernent benefits ou_Jht to rest. I hEl ve attempted to sho 

in the enclosed memorandum how such u pl an could be im~lemented 

by describing one possible set of }lrovisions and by estllll&ting 

the ma.;nituae of the sums which would be involved . 

The purpos~ of the present letter i s merely to give you 

notice of the existenc e of this plan and to put it into your 

han:.i s so the. t you might form an opinion concerning its rr erit&. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

wv 



Office of the Dean 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE LAW SCHOOL ·\\Jv o\ 
May 23, 1960 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Memorial Hospital, Room 804 
68th and York Avenue 
New York City, New York 

Dear Leo: 

The much deserved award of a prize to you gives 
me an excuse to write this note to you to congratulate 
you. I also saw your picture in various places in con­
nection with the TV broadcast last night; unfortunately 
my wife and I were on the train coming back from 
Washington last night, and we didn't hear it. I guess 
a sequel will be on the next week. 

I think of you often, and the conversations we 
had so many years ago keep coming back to me. 

Sincerely, 

~~i 
EHL/mc 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE LAW SCHOOL 

Office of the Dean 

June l, 1962 

Dr • Leo Szilard 
Tne DuPont Plaza Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Leo: 

It was good to see you, although 
I would have wished the place of meeting to 
be in Chicago~ 

But you are a University of Chi­
cago professor, and I would appreciate it 
very much indeed if you would write me the 
names of some young people we should try 
to get. Or if not tnat, some kind of state­
ment which an ignorant person such as my­
self might be able to use to prod other 
people with. 

Won't you do that? 

Sincerely, 

1/(_ ~ ( 
Ed d H. Levi 

EHL/nn 



Eclward H. Levi. 
The Law School 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37. Illino-is 

Dear Levit. 

June 4. 1962 

This is just to infonn you and t.brough you. the Uni verei ty, that I 

have accep·ted an appointment as a non-residant b"'ellow. which is an ad­

visory and consultative position a.t the salk Institute fo.r Biological 

Studies at La Jolla. 

The other non-resident Fel1ows attending ·at the same time are: 

New York. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



Edward Levi. Provost 
Admlftiat~atioa Building 
The Vnt..vera.:f.ty of Cl•lcaao 
Q\f.c4go 37 ~ Illino18 

Ileal:' 84: 

., 17. 1963 

I was 6J years old iD Fe'Huary of thta year. and if 1 remember 
corrutty my appointive year ea4a on the: 1•~ of October of tbia year. 
In 1959. the Vnt.veratty applied. for me to the Natioaal lnatJ.cutes of 
Baal th fol.' a ten 1f141'• • reaeareh srant whtch cantu me seven yeara 
beyond the .statutory retirsent. an.cl which t.tku over qay full salary 
for the period 4xt:encUoa beyond the statutory ret1reent. 

lf I uncleratamd tt eoneetly, as tons as the Uatvet:aity a«ainiatere 
tbia grant 1 a t'eg&r4«d ·•• being on "aetlve ael'ri.eet to the tluiveratt' 
and ay major serS1cat inaur.ance raaalne in force. EVen o s 1 have: 1t0 
troubles at th• present time aud eo aymptCIIGia whatever, ret: Uon of the 

jor JUedlcal Lnnra c reprue~~ta for iDe a major aaaet. 

the purpon of tMc let~r ia to ftn4 out whether ay UD4ust4acU.ns 
1• con:ect that the Uoi.veraf.t.y will ac.p ~ aGiltniatet:ing the r•search 
grant beJOD4 October lat of tld.a year. the date specified by the atatut.ory 
retirement proyf.•tons of the tltd.veralty. WU1 tld.a retplire aa~~e action 
by the hard of trustees? And, 1f u, ia there aythlng that I need to 
do ~ order to in1ttate aucb action? 

Ind.deatally, I at hofeaaor of Jlophystea OG the atalf of the 
lo~ico Fermi lnat1tute for lltuclear Studt••• which places me tn the 
lhysi.cal Science• Dtv1•1on. 

ihi& being a formal lett«r• 1 4hou14 appreetate recetv1na a fOmaal 
r ply. 



,_ 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

Mr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 

May 20' 1963 

Dupont Circle and New Hampshire Ave.,N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Leo: 

Your letter of May 17th probably crossed 
in the mail Adrian Albert's letter to you of May 
16th. 

Board of Trustee action is required, and 
since you are in the Physical Science Division, 
the recommending process must go through the Dean 
of that Division. I gather from Adrian Albert's 
letter that he is waiting for some documents from 
you. 

Sincerely, 



Leo Szilard May 20, 1963 

to: idward Levi 

MalOlWlDllM .Arl'INDANCE OF MGTUQS AND lNFOliW.. COl.WSRSATlONS wmt 
C UtBG'UES BY SWCIAL AilBANG1iMENT, FOR 'l1t£ MOLn:BS OF APRIL, NAY ND JUNE 

6$tesc.tance of Btglggtsal Mpetj:p,gs: 

hem Apri.l 1Sth to Apt:1l 20th, I attended the meettq of the Feclerattw tn 
Atlantic City. this was an open eti.ng. 

On FJ:iday, May 10th. :t at-teruted a on:e-aay. closed, tne.etiag in Washf.ngton, 
D.C. arranged by the Medical Division of tbe Nat.f.ona.l Academy - Natt.cmal Rueareh 
Council. 

I have been invited (and accepte4) to attimd a meetillg in Cold Spring Harbor, 
N.Y., from Jun 6th to June lltb. Thiil ia a aua11 1.atemat1onal mee~ing centerins 
on molecular biol.ogy, attended by 1Dvtt tion only. 

t 1\ave becm Lnvtted by the World Health OrgaJI'i.Mt1oa to atbmd a t'lle6t1ng f1:0m 
Jun 26th to 28th 111 Geneva to a.acuaa jointly with C!tii wrk tu molecular bioloay 
which Gay he ect up in Ceneva and to 1:emaiD for ctmaultationa for a period of two 
weeb. 1 am bd.Q& urged to accept by V,ic'ttl't: We1$slwpf, Director Genet:al of CERN, 
Jonn ltenckww c>f C4mbd.if&e, Sugtud, and Dr. Martin ltaplau of WBO. t tuNe planned to 
accept thts invitation. 

lpfomal Cgnyaxsa£&0!1.! bv saeckl Arrg:ggemegt: 

On May 14th Herbert .Anker. Pl'ofuaar of !i.oehem:f.st-r:y at the Ubiversity of 
Chtcaao, flew to Waahtlo'lS.t<m"'to discuss with me lda latest :xpertwmtal ruults. 
the dtacvasion ll.ad been vcheduled fo1: May 14th aud 15th 4ll4 took place as ..meduted. 

---·-··--·---.-----------·...--........ __________ ........................................................... ..... 
kSra=Currlcular Act;;Lvf,t!gs: 

1 join~ly .. with W11U.am Doering. D1recto~ of the Science Div1si.oa of Yale 
UniveJ:aity, eo•cbaitman of the Council for a Livable World vhich maiotatna offices 
at 1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 1 am not an offices: ,.,f this 
oraanbattcm and I h4ve no operatillS reaponsUd.lte.tea. I attend E.."meuti.ve Conmittee 
meetill&a once a 1n0nth; these .are a1wa7s held over a weken4. 

I have not accepted any speakins engagement in connection with the Council's 
end.eavoTa since Septembecl:' of last year. 



Ectwa~ Levi, P.rovost 
AdsDtdatr•toa Suf.ldt.ng 
Th 1JD.J.ve~ai~7 of Ctd.cago 
Chlcaao 37. llltnoi 

Dear U: 

May 20, 1963 

Since I wzote you on May 17th t have ncel.ved a lette¥ from lean Albet:t. vldch. 
1 eoelC)tdAg. 1 bcv.e not as t receivecl the doeumenta to whlch the lut para-
graph of llis letter nfers. butt t Ull4entaud that these veK ••t tte u a •tter of 
I"OUtiue by the Comptroller's ffice ill can of f1f1 accouo t 1D New Yo~ 

1 find llea Al t• letter 41sturbina and it :l.nclucea me to say the followb.g: 

1) At this potat the maia issue tbttr the GDivel'af.ty 1s vUlitl& to 
::eep oa ach1a1ated.q 'fll1 g~ant , as lona as lt continua&. lf the queattoe ta pbraaed 
ill thta manM't't then the qu tion of whether or not the grant might be eaucelled 
bec:omea inalevant. 

2) U it were cle$irect by the University, 1 ahouW bfa slad ~ sign a document 
to ke it clear that 1 .ould not accept any_ salary checks frota the Uaiversity except. 
f.f they are fully eovered by u outside grant. 

* * 
Several year& ago. when t was cutely worrf. &bout. the early re.titer~eat at 

the Uld.ver•ity of Chicago (at 55 my retirement armuitJ fl'Oil T.t.A.A. woul4 he • 
where arouta4 $1,500- a year) 'rrJ lvea ralsecl the issue of my post•ratlr.ent 
altuad.oo \rUb the Central MmlDlatrat.ion. At that timet received. ~h htm. 

ft a &Ul:'aztee that they would be wUU.ag to ace pt a grant that would can.y • beJODd 
the retf.raaent .age and to acbint.ster suCh granta fo~ an indeff.Dite pertoct, pmvt4ed 
tb grant were to cover :y full aalaq •o that the Uld.vera1ty would not have to COIIIIit. 
&nl' of tt.a own fua4e. 'l'bts aouraace wae COGII'llmllc:atei b)' Ban:y l:Alva 1n wlttng both 
to and to the. Dean of the l'byalcal ScieDca &tviataa (Waftell Jolanaon). 

rther. four yeara aao. the A&rdnietratloa appU.ed for a reaearch glll1lt to .l.B. 
which caftiea me aeven yeara beyod mtinraent aae d pl.cka up •Y full salary llben I 
reach retil'aaent .age. 1ha 1 st y rly ~~ of th snnt. to Decalser 31st of this 
y a:r • goea beyond 101 scheduled rectftllflel\t date. 

1n tltea eire •taacea. I bad up to now. no mt.agtvf.Dgs regarding the UQlveratty' • vt11iasa a to p on a&Uaisteri.ng che gral'lt - as lema aa t grant u COllt • 

* 



Uwarcl Levi 
Page two 
May 20t 1963 

As a "sult of han Albe~t•e letter,. theA are seveJ:a1 qu•stlons wbf.ch CGa1$ to 
my m~d: 

a) ta it ~tecuaaey for me to receive a poat•r&ttresttellt appointment 11\ orcler 
to make it posalblCJ for the Untver•tty to condnue to admltt14ter my &t'fhlt? 

b) Since l .cb not :need any off:lee or laboratory .apace at the UnlversS.ty of 
Chicago, t.a any useful function a&nt4d hy my beiug at.eaehed t.o a depar'C;Ilent Ot" 

divisf.on of the Unf.versf..t.y? Would it not thea b4 p>ssthle for me to ba attac:be4 to 
the. lfnf.ver:taity as a whole aru.t l"eport: directly to the Vlce•?na:ident. • Speelal Paj~~f 
I auUPte that any audl t:r.anafc would bave to take place now r4tber tban. afeu ~each­
ing retl-nment age. 

• 
Enclosed i& a memorandum, U.stiug the bf.ological meettnga which I am cw:renttly 

attenting, and SQIIte other tnfo·tmattion wld.ch Gtl&ht Ol" might not be relevant to the 
concem expreased by Dea Albe:~t:'& letter. whteh you mtsht or might ftOt, share. 

I propose to call you ev•r the telephon• in the n~ few days t.o get your 
tentative r.action to all this. 

P.S. If tba $l"4nti~ ageDcy should want hard arul fa•t evidence to show~ 1 a 
act.uall7 '*work1•1t• all the time, 1 would pr ..... \lly have to eatabU.sb acme foDJ&l 
nlattone wt.t'h an tn•titution tn ~.place of my a'bocle-. Whero I ~Cnld, 8() to speak. 
punch the time clock. I would rather 4o this, however • s0Ul0Wllu4 elae tt.an in 
Waalrl.Dgtoa; Wash&\gtol'l Le not the very but place for rae to work itt biology· at tb.e 
pres.om:t time, and t lurve bea eon•Uer!ng. 1-MVing it in tho: not•too•clf.sbmt fut ... 

LS 



Edward H. Levi, Provoat 
Administration Buil ding 
The Univereity of Chic:ago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Ed: 

May 21, 1963 

Many thanks for your letter of May 20th. A.a JOU. correctly 

assumed, my letter of May 17th crossed Dean: Albert's letter of 

May 16·th. Hav1n,g received Dean Albert'• letter, 1 wroto you on 

May 20th, and you should have received my letter in .the meantime. 

It tuma out that the forma to ~-htch DeaD /d. bert's letter 

refers were a:Lgned by me early 1n May and returned to the Comp­

troller's Office. I have written to DeaD Albert accord:l.Pgly, 

and I am encloalag a copy of my lett•r. 

Sincerely. 

Leo Szilard 



Edward Levi, Provost 
Administration Building 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Ed: 

May 29, 1963 

Since my last letter to you of May 21st, I received the attached 

letter from the Comptroller's Office. From it you will see what kind 

of report it was that caused the fuss. Apparently, the Dean's Office 

was not aware of the fact that the report in question bad been promptly 

filed with the Comptroller's Office. 

Upon receipt of the attached letter, I mailed a copy of it to 

the Dean's Office. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

June 3, 1963 

:Mr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Dupont Circle & New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Leo: 

This is informal. Thanks for your note of May 29th. 
I am delighted to know from it that the material was sent and 
received etc. 

Aren't you ever going to send me the names of young 
scientists who ought to be appointed here and might accept? 

Sincerely, 



Edward II . Levi, Provost 
Ofi'i "0 of t.ha Provost 
Administ ation Buil · ng 
The university of Chicago 
Chica.~o 37, Illinois 
UGA 

G3ncva, 6 July 1963 

In a letter ·Jhich I received a short time before leaving f or 
~urope you asked me if I lmeu of.' any exceptionally gif·t;cd young man 

r1orki.ng in the field of modern biology who mght be induced to accept ~ 
/lrlf position at the University of Chicago. 

This problem has the follmdng aspect : :Host of the good y oung 
poople la1ow each other. Thex ~ are - a i'en ood young people at the 
Uni vcrsit.y of Chicago and if they- m·e disheartened or even l uke- :1:ll'm 

about being at the Univorsit,y of Chicago, then this wlll rr.ake it vcl--y 
difficult to :t'Gcruit aey except,ionally gifted young nan in this fiel d 
J.'or tho University. 

I·v · , )rcssion is that the goo· JOUll:; men in Biology at .chc 
University are at present :::·ati1er d:i.shcart,encd; and I have a pretty 
good idea v.rhy this is so. However, I cannot be certain of t:b.is 
until I have actually talked to most of thelrl,. ancyif they arc in fact 
dishud·tenect1ma.to it my usinoss to lind out why. 

Sincerezy you.rs, 

Leo Szilard 



Edward H. Levi, Provost 
Office of the Provost 
Administration Building 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
USA 

Dear Ed, 

Geneva~ July 6th 1963 

The attached photocopy was mailed to me from Washington to Geneva 

by my secretary. She had two letter photocopied on the same page . 

She is a spirited Irish gir l and I would not know whether she did 

this for the sake of the contrast which the two letters represent or 

merely in order to reduce the cost of copying. Only Dean Albert ' s 

letter, on the left hand side of the page, concerns you directly . 

I have sent Dean Albert a formal acknowledgement of receipt of 

his attached letter . (SOI~'PC~~~~fle1~~l'iifl&:mllti01l~W~~-

Several weeks ago Dean Albert formally notified me that the 

problem of my post-retirement employment has been resolved at least 

for the next appointive year, which starts on October 1st. (It so 

happens that September 30th is also the deadline for filing the 

routine application for the renewal of my research grant from NIH. ) 

Dean Albert ' s letter of June 24th raises the question in my mind 

of whether I can relieve the University of the obligations which it 

assumed by virtue of his previous notification that my post-retirement 

status has been settled for next year. Quite apart from the que tion 

of any formal obligation that the University may have assumed in this · 
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matter# I wish to submit to you the following consideration: 

If the University wi shes to re-examine whether or not to continue 

the administration of my research grant from NIH, it could do so 

early next year . This would then give me enough time to negotiate 

with NIH the transfer of the grant to some other institution, if 

the University were to decide against filing, in September of 1964, 

the routine application for the continuation of my grant . 

It would be virtually impossible for me to conduct negotiations 

with another institution between now and September 30th of the current 

year . 

Before going into the question of how the University can go about 

"evaluating whether the continuation of my grant is really Justified" 

if it believes it is its obligation to do so, I would like to raise 

with you, in your official capacity, tl1e question whether it might 

not be possible for the University to take me out from under any 

Division and have me attached to the University as a whole 4 

One cause of the difficulties which I have experienced at the 

University of Chicago with various deans - with the exception of 

Morton Grodzins, Warren Johnson and Zachariasen, is that my interests 

are too broad to be contained in any one Division. Since my post-

retirement appointment would be subject to renewal eaoh year, the 

University would only risk to have to pay one year of my salary out 

of its own funds~ if my current research grant from NIH should be 

discontinued . 



In order to put tl · o · os i its proper por cti , am 

dosoribi~ in tho attAched Ap· n "" in oan.o dot!l.U Jhat dcxi.ng 

t o.nd .1 t ,... ... n,,., ... ,.;.,..,... to do ~- tt .. , .. ):Jl!TT!es.tiCJ..t_e . .t:.~:t~.ure. at prooon 1.1.la ....... .v--....""""~ .u• uvL~ 

In deciding whether or nat tho Uni v: ro:ity s tot 

undr of tho Divloi a, and to attach oo to tho 

a · 1ole, you might mmt to roigh tho following conoidorationo : 

In tho absonco of a.n oduootQd loiSUX'Od Qllloo, ch o.a tho Englioh 

aristocracy uood to oo, virtunlly ovoryboqy in America is busy pursuing 

sano ~ ly routine and thoro io a.ltnost no ono loft to portom. important 

ta ch havo not boon aaa:l. d to aeyono in particulo.r. I.f th 

univoraitioe in rica ro in general to taka a more enliehtcnod 

attitude than most o£ thom do at prosont, tho pro£ sorioJ. cl.o.oa, wi h 

·t.hoir oxtondcd wcati.o and othor privileges, could perhaps fulfil such 

a function in this country. 

the University 
bavo clo.rifiod their m1noo on mat rolo they would Lto plAy nthin 

tho nationul soono nnc1 nlso on tho p blio i.rJD.c; of tho ni.:vora:lty ilhich 

they unnt to gono:roto. In cidine lhothor tho Univorsity rould unnt 

to to.ko mo out i'ra:1 undor ru:q 'vioi and to continue mo on acti 

sorvico r a nunbor of -: rs c:'lur-1 ,., lil'f Uni raity might 

uant to i'aco aquara~ tho general quoution of u·oothor or nat it urumo to 

as to consider tho parlicular q ation of llzy' case. In my particular 

case tho University might dacido, in th1 context, cit or that it rou.ld 

w.:mt to continua mo on active service, evon 1.t this would inVolvo tho 

expendituro of aomo ot tho Univoroity •s mm tun , o that it rould want 

to continue mo on aoti vo oorvi. 

nat, 1 lvcd. 

o to is o.f m ne 1:11 oi' 11\V aut. 
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Dean Albert ' & lotto~ of 24 ~ OU(SgGsts tho.t I oubm:it nw plwl~ 

for rooaaroh for pe.:tthaps tho :ua.'1Ct two a:rs .. rv work ~r tho grant 

is not for a project, or b.ny kind of projaoted reooa.t'flh. Ro.tha:r, lilT 

work conaiots in thirUdn~ about basic theoretical pro lenw and uoeing 

lGthor I can develop wv of tho idea that ~ oeour to ma into a 

quantitative thaC>r~.r that ia oa:,pable of' experimental veri.t'ioa.tion. Thi~ 

is lfbat I ®vo been doing £or tho pa.ot ;f'ivo years and this io tlha.t I ~ 

do in tho next two yool"s. I cannot. $to.te in advance \~ i~as ld.ll 

oc.our to mo in tbo c.C1Urso of tho naxt two yoa.ra. 

Tltl.s doos not; mean tbat I do not also l.mvo plans that cu.Ud bo 

fon'llUlatod :ln tho .tonn of n pl•ojoot. I havo E)U.ch pltulo. fheir 

oxecu.iiion would depend, h~rovo1~, on nw obta..i.n;i.ntJ MditiOlllll grant~ or 

otbor .facilities, and those plana nre not relow.nt to th.a iosoo o£ the 

continuation of Il'\'r pl"aoont reooarcb grant. 

In the oircumstan.cas it sooms to ma tbat aru evalu.tl.tion of tba 

justifica.ticn .for continuing my preaertt resaa.rch grant naods to be: btwed 

on ntr past performance in basic thaQl'Otieal b1ology. In ordw to fa.cilitate 

an ovaluation on this basis by" the University, I have proplll?Od a l\bm.orandum1 

dated 5 July 1963, whioh l.a Bttaohad to thi$ letter. In tltis .orandlltll I 

give tor oach published p;1par or privately- circulated mo.n.Use1i.pt tho nome3 

o£ one or two pol"sons who n.;wa read it and tmdarstoo4 it. Tl"..ece :i.nolude 

Prof06SOl:' IiOl"'bo:V't Anker and Cha.noollor George Boadlo of tlw llm.val'"Sity o:£ 

Chicaeo. I praaumo that the Un.ivoroity coUld obtoin Don Olq)roes:lon o.f 

opinion £:ra11 all thOtiO man m.y bmorandum namao providod they vmte aent 

a Copy O:f th paper or t".B.lltWOript in OX'd.Gr to Ona.b1Q them to romall thoir 

memo17. Copio~ of r:v privatol;y d.ro~tod mnnuscr!pts nro em f'.lle With 

cop;J.os of 1113' applicatiQno £or renowo.l ot the .grant., at the o£rioo of tha. 

Vicc-Prosidont - Special Projacba. 

A I ea.id hove,. tho ~ application for remwal of tho ~rant 
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. i£ the Jn:ivor · ty m.nta 

then to CV'.lJ:uato IJV por.fOl u.'ll'lOO f'or the f'irot three m.~s of t 

{ :hich tarted on 1 Jan ry 961) ~ GUC11 an a , tic.m ~ t~ 
then 

plnco in Janu.a.ry or ~ cbru.ary or next yo • 1bbcoc I C1U.!..d,Limvo naugh t 

loft to make other a.r.rongo nts~ i tho Univer .... ity di not w.i.:Jh to continu 

the administration of t grant . 

If the oponaibility far , niat~ tion of my scaroh grm1t ohould 

remain with tl e Phy'sical Sciences Division an i.f t. n of t c v-lSi.o 

or Fe ruacy oo oro a •o.culty oo lit e 

appointed by him, then, ~n~ rl' on too oanpwition or he Ca:nnitt , I 

oould oithor a ar be oro ouch C at a til. convoni n:t to tbe 

an or I could soek to a.rr 

I nhould aP",t>reciatc ·o--u tmnomittine thia lotte_ to Cbaneollor 

a.dlc, • th wilC 1 CCI:lmGntS an OU l:li..,ht ca.ro to . • 

Tho App ndix and itn nclos · a are coni'idontial. Pl so £ l 

froo hot..JOv~ to tra: t t · not onl.y to Cnancollo:- o.dlo but also to 

llllYOno loG, 1.f in your dot nui tion this rould U3 ful purp • 

Plca.oo lso foel t 

b of this letter and the attached m.amm•an atod 5 July 196:.3 ch 

i add.roso d to tho Uni vcrsi ty ~ if in your dotarrnir.at · on this to:J.ld rve 

o. U$0tul purpooo. 

If you a.nd adlc hould c u to the conclusion ho.t t 

et:tnnot t m I3a out of tho Phyoical Soiencos ·vision en tlltlt r.:uot 

thorofQJ::'\ oo.Itinuo to dco.l rl h an AJ.: · 1i pl· ase 1 t no know et r 

you ha. tr::m .ttod to hil :1 copy o£ tho body o:r this lottor or me 

you rou1 mmt c to writ to him d1! ctzy. 
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Your a.11swor t-fO' U.d roaeh me fastest i.f addx sood to me c/o 

Kaplan, iorld lloalth Orgam~ti·on, Pal.a:J..s. dea tation , Gonow. s iltzoz-lond. 

Jincoroly your , 

Leo zi1ard 



To 1=J Lev / 
Provost; U. ~f Ck,):_CL~ 



'pon t.h ca.t~tion 

Resident Follm-;s a.nd t,'lX'Io) .. Jon ... 

Oi.A"''"lUlll C t t " C(l:JpO ed o£ t 

sidant li1 lla. , ( 1h.ich includ Ga,ymour 

nzar, Jacq s km and ~nato \ll.bacco), I hD. "' ·o ivod a. io 

offer to c e a P.oaido1t~ Follmt of the Salk Inotituto a !a Jolla. 

This would · ·ve Ill..;- a position or lli , at a salm.7 oi' 25 0 0 a year. 

I 1 :vo the option to coopt thie position until 1 JuJ.y 1965. Upon 

giving tho Sa1k Inetitut three months notic I oon t · s osition 

a.l1f time fl'QTl I on, if 'Up pol'IIJO.l100 1\... dcnce a.t Jolla. 

of tbo attmctio o o£ Jolla for ~ s t Ult I 1oU:W. :c.in ha.ve 

labo :-ato:ry at nv ·· ~posal. Tho u bora "io;:: o.f ill not 

:"'acy !or occrq>ancy, hOi owl"', un il tho •all '"' 1964. It :rt. 

poaoo.: lo .i' or ... o 0 e t s . ..a. r:tpor. ";/ u , b t just what is th td tu.a.tion 

ct I 1ill not 1m • · · Jolla s in uctobor 

o ' "lovcmbor. 

inco I would W<mt to do c ... 1-tuil1 :xper.w; nts on th pl.~obl.E.: of 

on ibody i'orma.tion, if I can find tho right collaborators, ·hero io 

also tho q st ·on of baine a.ble to nw.intain a fici nt n . bor of rabbits. 

Shortly baforo leaving lasbi.l'lgton for Genova I call d, in ·t.hi~ 1>cgard, 

· o at t e Scripp I. itul:io for I t bolic · a · s in Jolla 

ho oa. that he collld l.et r hc.ve 5 100 ra ite if I , to lD. Jol.la. 

I 1 order ·co abl oi.do motb r~ and 1on, to oh:LCt 

oido c to La Jolla, I 1: ou1 .. ...d to o.. lore :JJ.~o ' mat Tir¥ 

coul roma:in activo in 1.0r p::roi'coci.on ther,. S ha ' en A sooiat 

P ofo oor f'or P:rcvcntivo die· 'ohool at the UuiVi rs.i.ty 

of Colorado in nver, - ''he i.e: no -run ionine 

Pan- ~ric Uonlth Orgonizati 

Inotitutoa of I ... -uth in 

* 

in IasltLncton D.c., 

, Ha 7lo.n • 

a. oneul: 

d 0 t 0 

to the 

:tional. 
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I t-muld also have to oxploro how much longer I auld ne d to stq 

il'l J"aahington in OX'dar to bring to a prodttCtiw conaluaion 1qy currant 

contacts 'With eortain mombero of the Administr: 1tion and of the Congress. 

On tho one band it peoma that ~(Jile of tlle koy pGOplo in ,Jaohington 

~ nm-1 beginning to listen to mo. On the other b.ond1 tirJO is ru.nni.ng 

out on tho Kannody Administration and unleso by the nd o.f 1;;64 the 

Administration can devolop a pic·turo Q1' a EiCt of a.tto.i.na lo objectives "" 

a.ttainuble by tho end o.f President KoDnOqy ' o second t rm, -the President 

w11l not haw nOUorrh timG left ·to o.ocanplish ruzythi JC t aJ.Jy signi.£iQO.llt . 

In that cas thoro would oo littlo point for :rey stlzying in Jaruli.Dt:,rrton aqr 

longo:r. 

lt.d l.ftln'O\f' s enclooGd lo·ttor rola.toa to. a :project Wh.ich is aimed at 

.facilitating the roach;i.ng of oonoonaus on a set o.r attainAble objactivaa , 

within tho Administration. I disouaood this project With Gowmor Ilo.rriman, 

Senator Fulbright, Thana.a ~Iatson Jr~ and several others and the reSpOnOOo 

t-roro gonorall.y favourable . For tho time OOing I am thoro oro impelled to 

go foriiard with this matter and to aoo juat b~r £rw I oan gGt with it. 

Tha enclo ad 1·bm.orandum., nlt.lr d ltfran. L3o Jzilard to Hd ~ard U. l:cvi' 

datod 2 by 1963~ and the o.tt cl ed "Proposal", dAted 31 ' b.y 196.3_. just 

about describe tho p:rooont sto.te of m;y tlinking in regard ·ijo this projoat. 

I no , bclievo hQ !IOvor tlw:t ro ouellt to ll.ave one or t 10 au.Ch otinga: in 

ardor ·to demonstrate how tho aohOl'OC) ould work) boforo tho t:1attor ie 

brOUght to the .Presidont.•s att•cntion. J .wt hot:r far I uwcolf ttould wo.nt 

to C'1.!TJ" this pl."Ojecli N ns to soon. A fE'n roeks a.rto :;iCna,tor · argo 

1 'ovorn ea.J.J.ad 100 atror tho · lophono, upon re-road..'lng rq ora.ndum, and 

oftorod to pick up the ball and run with it if I turned it over to him. 

I am likal;y to do just that. 

Another project, Which I first prop9ood in a letter I wrote to 

Khrushchev lo.st Octooor and. to Wh.iob he reupondod by inviti mo to go 

to Moscow t.o di ... ouas it Vith h:i.m, 1 now rcoa:i. 1 t · latectcy', 
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t~ o.p·Jrwo.l. of the Gover:• oont . Thic o.p.:. · cwo.l huo be n _o :'malized 

throt?,gh an OXC:.Ihango o.r let )~U hot.uoun Hudson Uoagl.D and P1~Sident 

Y ........ nn,:;ey ~ copios of which I onclooo ~ I ld.glrt tw.va to go to osct"l\1 

oo.rJ.y in August in conn.mion lTlth this project, u.nlcnc it tu.rno out 

that in tho r.K:Jantir.:le Klu"U.Shchcv h s cooled o££, .ttri.ch r.ti...;ht V'Ol"'J' ..... 11 

be the co.oo .. 

In Soptamoor .... o.m supposed to go to Du'brovnik in X ,.,.oolavia. 1.~10ro 

this yoart Pugwash meeting will .,. hold (20-2$ Septor.1ber ) . The ~ta.sh 

moctin~o have lost same o£ their oarll<W importance, iUt ·iJhia particu.la.r 

meot:i.ng uill bo attended · an cx. .. optimlAlly str ong 10r-:can group, thic.h 

incl des F~ nklln Long (at pl"'' ont Assistant D::i.rcetOl"' !or ocicnco and 

Technology at the iJS Agcmr.{ :for .s Control a:."ld Disr.:rr:t'llCl ·ant) _ 

lso, this year • s tnoot:tng will bo o:t tended by key me., b.?t'.S o.f tl 

oow A ninlst tion o£ thCJ Sovio caclony uf Scionoos 11om I hav..') not 

a.., yut mot. Tho Russians 1<lVO :~:'Ocoxml;y p:1bliohod an c~t:t lOi #o 

favourable rovio~~ of ttfho Vo · cc o:r th Dolphinon { th::;,y cd.cl ... ot pu liSh 

the book itsolf l ) ond at tho laat Steering C(ltllnittce cot.ine o£ th~ 

Pu~msh gro1lp Academie-lan Ari:.eimovitch roquostod .fi o copies of it. 

Cho muot strike tilhilc the iron is hot. 

Jhen I visited Geneva lc.st Octobo:r I mieod with Vic·t.or oiaskopt., 

Director naral oi' CJmN, tho is., af tting up intornational lv.borotory 

!or modorn biology in Gen va tl at ould s rvo the ocds o:r the whole- of 

!}urope and that could oo moro or loos looooly co rit 1 O.BRN. 

Encmttu .. d by fci$Skopi ' Q roapon~ I contaotod plzy"oici to o.nd biol.og:l.sts 

in Italy, Go:~.-. '"'.XI{f, F'rtlnOO and "'land• Jolul f..onc:lrGw ( ool Prize, 1962) 

az;rood ooriO'.lt3ly to oonaidor to 1 d -up sua.lt a laboiator;r. if t he 
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recliorshi '"'re o.ffored to him1 und D~~ti-Tro.vo:roo, Di1~otov of thO 

InternationAl I.a.boratory af .. •ootioa and Bioph,ysics a· aplcs., Qi'ferod 

to p ov:tdo tho· sur.nn.er oouroos in hi$ lab·ora.tory, tlhioh would be CE)$S~ 

to make it possible to haV3 n jor devvlo t nt in modern biology- in ~uropo. 

f hoso pr.i.marily interest •d had one mcetin.g a.t CEIU in ' neva which I 

oonld nat; a tend. On 28 Jun' they had a soeo d meetin' at c. q v.ddcb im.S 

attonded by raprooonta.tives oi' number o£ r~u;>Opc O<luntrios and micb I 

attond:od also • 

.At tho sugJ stion of Andro Co:J.rnand, ( ro 1 ... oW!lnnor in lbd.ieina) 

o£ t olloge a£ Ph.ysiaillne and .., · Jeans o.t olunbitl lrl.vorcity, I ha now 

undorlakon to na ro the !irati npprroch to the f't'.,.noh Ot'llllOnt in this 

mttor, uith tbG thought that thoroaf."ttcr the contacts :rith t French 

Government ney bo ta.kon ovor 'trJ' c.n. Faddill(;riH,rn.1 ''dinbureh, or John Ko~w., 

C<Unbl~dge . A copy of llW" lottor to c~ ®tod 2 Ju:cy 1963 is onol 

I ho.vo also UlldGrtakun to ocuas in Hannover lith b." Gambko, Socroto.r.Y­

Goneral f tho Vo~nGtti't.ung · (who llas exproasod interest in dieousatng 

r.l:th mo tllia and othor mattel"s) tho possibility that tbe VQJ.ks\~,i.ttung 

might. mal~ a contribution to the initial xpon s of' the rojeot. (He ha.U 

about 2$ lion doJJ..ars a " r o ~ and i$ applU ntly looki .for 

a.d-vica on how to epGnd it..) 

0.n 17 and 18 ~p~r tb ro ·ill oo a third moat , oft grOUp at 

Ravollo, noar lTaplea, at talieh tol"'t.lt\1 d0ciai0110 t:ID¥ bo t.akon concorni.ng tM 

stabliehi1lcmt of n •'urop(il.r.'\n lo.bOl"atalzy" £or nodoi'll bioloa:r. I haw ooen 

rcqucetod o attend that atine, and U' at all poosi J..o I would snt to 

a"tten it. Thoroottox- nv r op tt.n ool.leU{! eo ougbt to bo ablo to oor:cy 

on 1n roy 

Bu:aoo.ti--Tl.~verso nsksd to loolt O'IIOr tho Intor.oational boroto::r 

of Genetics and oph;yaios in laples on 15 a.ud 16 ' ptom or, just :r~ 

too voll · meting, and it 1 intention to do so, i.f possible. 

TUE END 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

July 11, 1963 

Mr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Dr. Martin Kaplan 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Leo: 

I have your letter of July 6th and 
have read all the attachments. My conclusion 
is that I ought to show the letter and the 
memorandum of July 5, 1963 to Adrian Albert. 
He is now in California and won 1 t be back until 
July 20, 1963. I also do think, Leo, that you 
ought to come to Chicago to discuss the whole 
thing. The problems as I understand them are 
such that, at this stage, they can be better 
discussed than written about in part because I 
think there may be a failure of communication 
as to what the problems are. I am sorry to have 
to ask you to do this, but it will be good to 
see you; and Chicago is not as far off as Europe. 

Also, if you come, you can tell us about 
what can be done to help in the Biological 
Science Division. I would like to think that 
great strides have been made, but you will be 
able to find out in a way that I obviously can•t. 

Sincerely, 



Edward H. Levi, Provost 
Office of the Provost 
Administration Building 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
USA 

Dear Ed, 

Geneva, July 15th 1963 

I have just received your letter of July 11th. You write that 

you would want to show my letter of July 6th, as well as the 

Memorandum of July 5th, to Dean Alber~, and therefore I am enclosing 

a copy of this material for your convenience . 

Since I last wrote you I have completed a preprint of the manu-

script to which I refer in the last point, point 5 . ), of my Memorandum . 

I have sent a (typewritten) copy to George Beadle and I am sending 

copies to Tracy Sonneborn, Francis Crick and C. H. Waddington . 

Depending on the comments which they might make, I might decide to 

publish, or not to publish, this manuscript . I expect to see 

Waddington at the September meeting in Ravello and to get his comments 

at that time . Two mimeographed copies of this manuscript are enclosed . 

I shall be glad to visit Chicago if you think that I ought to do 

so, and I could, with reasonable certainty, schedule a trip there for 

the second half of October . Would that be in time for the purposes 

you have in mind? 

If I were to return to America in August I would have to cross the 

Atlantic twice, in order to be back here in Europe for the meetings I 

have to attend in September . It is conceivable, but not very likely, 
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that I may have to return to America in August, in order to attend 

a three weeks conference in Washington . 

It is not clear to me from your letter whether your wanting me 

to visit Chicago has anything to do with the need of meeting the 

deadline of September 30th for filing the application for the an~ual 

renewal of my research grant from the National Institutes of Health . 

As for telling you "what can be done in the Biological Science 

Division", I would have to make it my business to find out how universal 

the malaise is among the good young biologists in Chicago and just what 

the various ~ea3ons for this malaise may be. I have, of course, an 

inkling in this regard but I would not want to base any advice I may 

give you on that, until I have investigated and have arrived at what 

I believe to be valid conclusions . Also, diagnosis is one thing, and 

therapy is quite another thing . If you seriously want to have my advice, 

I shall do my best to give you good advice . I must warn you, however, 

that if after serious consideration I give you my advice and you fail to 

take it, then the next time you ask me for advice I would have to charge 

you my regular fees, which are not low. 

Until further notice, my address for the summer remains: 

ENCLS . 

c/ o Dr Martin Kaplan 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, s~. tzerland 

Sincerely ~If/ 

Leo Szilard 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

Mr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Dr. Martin Kaplan 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Leo: 

July 23, 1963 

I have done some talking around here, and I have been forced 
to the conclusion that you really ought to visit Chicago not later than 
early in September. Your presence here is required so that certain 
questions can be resolved, and some of them should be answered, 
unavoidably, prior to the NIH deadline. 

I dislike asking this of you, and I am sure you know I would 
not put you to this inconvenience if it didn't seem to be necessary. 
I am sure it will be mutually beneficial to work out all these matters, 
and I am sure that letter writing is not a satisfactory way to do it. 

Sincerely, 

cc: A. Adrian Albert, Dean 



Ed ard H. Levi, Provo-t 
Office of th Provos 
Administr ·tion Building 
The Univ reity of Chicago 
CIIIC GO 37 
Illinoi 

Gen v , 1st August, 1963 

Dear Ed, 

any thanks for your 1 tter of July 23rd. y oo· itm nts 

in ~o e, through Aut~ t and Septemb r, mak it virtually i posoible 

for me to visit Chicago before the ~eptember 30th d dline. 

~ A you may see from the attache ~endix, ther is a ime 

interval, between August 20th and ~ . pt. b d, for hich I am not -yet firmly commi ted and th r .fore conceiv a. ly 

vis t C ica. o. A you ver, from the enclo-· d 

memor~dum, b cause of my Puch a trip wo ld 

unavoid bly inv lvc y 

me to ake the trip. 

It auld 

t lould be h zardou for 

have r'ach dan impass • 

inc at this pint I a, st 11 in th dark, cone rning the 

nature of the preble , that n e . to b at, o no propos any 

way of r olving this impaa.Je, wi h hi h de ree o ·surano • 

Neverth le , I shall try to ake a propo 

/l-L 
Lot then propose that we fil tion for the 

rene ml of rr~y re earch grant from the IH on ched , bv pt mber 30th. 

Subseq,u ntly, I ,ould then visit Chica o, .t the 1 test in the second 

half of October. If it turns out at that tim that it is impo sibl 

to r eolv th 

a y so - r si 

pr blems, 

fro a.otiv 

hatever they mi ht b , I ould - on your 

service with th Univ rsity of Chicago, 

.; . 
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effective January let, 1964, i.e. just the date that the rene al of the 

grant would go into effect. This proposal, if accepted, may be r egarded 

as a gen tlalllan t r. agreement bet een the two of us. 

If you were tc ask me to reaign, I ·ould th n seek mployment 

at another inst1tution and would apply to the Nlll for the transfer of 

my reseax· h grant. 

I would be grateful for you cabling me whether or not this 

proposal io acceptabl • 

If the solution I propose in this 1 tter is not acceptable, 

I should be grateful if you could call me over the teler)hone (or if 

more convenient I could call you). If you give me srme clues as to 

the nature of the d.ii'ficul ties w perhaps I oo.n come up with a better 

pro:poaal. 

(I am rather mystified a.s to •hy my physical presence in 
Chicago should be required at this time and I a: .. not able to appr aise hat 
the chances would be of resolving to my satisfaction such problems as may 
now exist, if I were able to visit Chicago. I;erhapa I shall see all t his 
clearer after we have talked over the phone. In view of the facts s tated 
in the enclosed momorand.um, it seems rather unlikely that you v10uld fa.n t 

to advise r:te to visit Chicago between August 20th and Sep-tember 2nd. 
If, however, you :ere to advise me to make auch a tri , I would give it 
renewed ccn...,idera.tion. I would review the issue once more with my wife 
and. subsequently cable you our decision.) 

If you call me over the telephone, ploane note that the time 

in Geneva is six hours later than the dayli@1t saving time of Chicago . 

The best time for the call to go th~ough would e between 12 and 1 o'clock 

Chica.(£0 th1e, and I believe it would be .Possible to put throu h the call 

in Chica. ··o in th. morning and to specify that yo ·1ould \',ant to talk with 

me be tween noon ~:tnd 1 o 1 clock Chicago tirne. ":tty telephone number at the 

Hotel 13ernina., lh6re I am staying in Geneva, is 3LA9.50. In the morning, 

up to 11 o'clock Chicago t:Lne, you might be able to reach mo in Geneva at 

the World Health Organization, telephone number )3.10.00, at extension 

3244· 
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I ehou d be grateful if you ere to inform Dean Albert upon 

receipt of this 1 tter, th t I do not xpect to be able to visit Chicago 

before the Sept mber }Oth deadline, but that if I were told promptly by 

mail or over th telephone, if more convenient, what questions the 

University would want . to answer at this point, I would mail my reply 

by August 15th. After Au st 14th I shall b difficult to reach nd 

may not b in a position to rite letters. 

Since I last wrote you I have co pleted a paper of which I 

am enclosing a preprint. Arrangements for carrying out the experiments 

outlined in this paper are under discussion and I expect to meet, at 

the International Congre s of Genetics in Holland, starting on September 2nd, 

ome of the ritish mammalian geneticists and chicken geneticists who might 

b interested in collaborating in experiments of this ort. I intend to 

exerci<Je :r-r!vile "e as e. rwmber of the a tional Academy and ha.ve this 

paper ~rinted in the Proceedings, unless I learn throu~ my di cucsions 

at the Genetics Con ess things of 1hich I am not aware at resent and 

whi~h mak the public~tion of t1ia paper inadvisable. 

I am also enclosing for your (confidential) information, a 

letter .-thich I r c jved from Jdl'li '"'tevenson. As you will see from it 

the project, about which I wrote you earlier, continues to e t ith 

favour ble ·.sponses. Incidently, if you ere to accept the proposal 

I make in this lett r and if subsequently you were t ask ~e to r sign, 

effective January let, then I auld not ex ect to be able to stay in 

.ashington beyond February let. 

1y address in Geneva remains, c/o Dr. t>artin Kaplan, orld 

Health OI·ganization, Pnlais de , a tiona. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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P.S. Should anyone at the University aslr why I made 
commitments in t'u:tope thr ugh Augunt and beptember which 
lta.ke it impossible for rne to viai t Chica,.~o prior tc the 
dead.l ine of' Se ptembcr 30th, I should be ero. teful if you 
were to tra.nfllni t to them my answer, which iEJ as follows: 

a.) I did not make any such commitments until after I 
reoaivad Dean Albert'e letter which fonnally advised 
me th*lt my retirement status has been settled - at 
least for the next a.cadet1ic year. 

b) I am on a 3Q contract and July, August and September 
is my off qu.arter. 

c) At the time when I left for nurope, 1 had no inkling 
th~lt Dean Albert wanted to see me in Chicago. His 
letter. in this regard, was written on the day I flew 
to l~urope, and was aubsequen tly for ardad to me in 
Geneva. .. 
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From: Leo ~zilard 

To .~dvm.rd H .. Levi 

Geneva, Augu o t; 1., • 196 3 

As ''ou .ill aoe from tho n. t t:tchcd Appendix, the onl 

period for rhlcb. I run not e.s ,v-et firml;) ooromi tted in .uropc is betwe"'n 

Au,;uot .w and September 2nd. Uo~Jover, a trip to Chioa<;o and x·eturn 

to r"urope, squeezed into this in·uervc..l would, for rnodioo.l reariOns, 

una void· bl.Y involve rnJ vrife and in a.ddi tion it would be risky f'or me . 

For th0 reasono oto.ted below I nm not able to tr.vol, theoe 

da.rs 9 ~:ithout m;, ,, ife . Nerl though nhe has her own professional lif<$ 

to think about, so far we were a.lwa;rs nble to udjust our tr~wol 

schodulen to the needs of each other. It is not :possible• ho ·rever; 

for oi ther of us to me.b; ouducn chu.nges in the tl:·c.vel oclledules 

\Yi thout upootting the plans of the other. 

l) As you knowt I ms quite ill in 1960. At pr":~iant I he.vo 

no ~;;;ym:ptomo .md I am full.J : ctive. However, I have a o.vctostom 

tube in rny bla.dder ~hioh can oaune trouble in three different . s 

nnd ocaanionnllJ doon. 'rvo of the~1e are moch,,nico.l. troubles which 

occur quite e~tddonly ·md when the.Y do, the tubo hao to ba changed 

at cmne. Uaua.ll this io a fairly sir.t:plo :procedux•o but sometir;.os 
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it involves complications. Because occasionally I nee. medical 

a.ttent~on at very short notice, I need to travel ·ith my wife who, 
- who 

as you know, is a doctor andAhas learned how to take care of my 

special needs. 

On plru1e tripo we always carry with us the necessary medical 

equipment in the cabin ~hicb, inoidentlly, is quite heavy. Spending 

one or two nights in a rHHV place has its com .lications and we try to 

avoid it a much as possible. 

Because of the special, if cumbersome, care we are taking, 

we were able ~o keep down to a minimum, episodes of kidney infections, 

which manifes·t the selves in udden high fever lith chills. I clid 

not have a single 13uoh episode since December 1961. 

2) You presumably do not know that I have a coronary condition. 

I find that I can keep it under control as long as I avoid over-exertion. 

Also I must not stay above 4,000 feet. Transatlantic plan a are 

preBsurized between 5,000 and 7,000 feet and therefore such trips 

rerJreeen t a certain hazard for me. ilow reat a hazard thiu is I 

cannot say, but because of the change hich show up in my electro-

cardiogram, my tifa found it, in the last few years, necessary to 

keep an emergency kit with her in the cabin of the plane, so as to 

be able to give me a morphine injection in case I should have a 

coronary episode in flight. 

I do not hesitate to take the hazard of a trOllsatlantic 

trip if I need to take suc11 a trip in order to acco plish something 

constructive. After the first coronary episode, instead of taking 

the customary six weeks bed rest, I flew to a meeting in Canada 

because it ap;p ared important for me to be there. !hile I would, 

of course, like to live as long as possible, I also want to accomplish 
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as much as possible, while I am alive. So fnr I have not given 

up a single 110rking day on account of my heart condition but - as 

a compromise - I have limited transatlantic flights to one a year. 

A fli_;h't fror:J. Geneva to Chicaf"o and the l;'eturn flight 

to The Ha.gue _~within a. period of ten days~>would be an over-exertion 

for me and to interrupt the flight from Chicago for a ni6ht, say in 

Paris, and another night, say in New York, would make matters orse 

rather tha.n better. 

* 

* * 



l) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

A 

to lattor to ~dward I>. L vi o.f u ust lvt, 1963. 

2na 1\u :;u: t, 1 G; 

J!, ~·chad:ule through Au ,uot . nd . aptemb&r is ns follo ·ts: 

U to .ueuct 1~ I hav to sta., in Geneva to do a me riting 
in prepru:·ati<m <lf the R.vello mee-t·ng (on the iusu of :promotin "the 
d velopment of molecular b:Lolor~ in ';ur }:pe) and also to prepare 

• mor ndw:;. on a. related ubjaot that I h v be n o.::::ked t .:rite b. 

Por u uct 15 Uo ard Q.1r> man (n.I.H.) hac scheduled n 

mcetin"· for mo in Gonevn vd th Zdor ~k Trnka ( .H. 0.) and vh ldon l)rn.;: 
(l,.I.H.) in order to discun; allot p fJ of ,wnma .lobuline-. ! h·ve 
· n Wlfinish.ed manuscript m thin subjec" i · h which I have eome 

if ioul ti~:H nu . holdon i ro. • s reoen t ,;ork o.ppeul'S to 1Jo relov nt 
to tho problo1:1 ·i th \ hich I am , repplin1.,... (. o~ c::.tt chod cop' of lo tel." 

f flo·, E;.I'd Goodman. ) 

· t~'leen Au ;uat l) and August 20 I l.1..ve to ,o ·to Hr :novar to 

ee, on his i:nvit ... tion, tho r- •. crt r General, . r. G, bke, of the 

'./ lkow onatiftung. I am commi t·tod to raioo with 'J.:.r . Gombke on this 
ceo: eion the problem of promotin,, r .. oleoul r blolog in .ur·:>pe. I t 

advised that from Au 'Uat 20 to Oct bor 1lf r. , . bke Jill b on vnc ti n 
md lso tho.t he could not bOO me before i\u" ua t 1 > .. 

'rom Auguot 20 tl') Se tGm er ~ I ha.ve no firm co itm.:nto. 
1. ,,ifo had plru.med to tnke hor v cation cturing this ;period . o, e 
have b!3en holding thif3 pcx•:i.od in reserve in crae I should bo ask d to 
vioit l.o cow. I m co mdtteo. to visit roscow if I ok d t do 'Ot 

but I co not boliovo that this ia likel.' to happert. 
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I am tr, inc to ari'tmgc f'o:r tllc performance o.r cartnin XI eri­

ents in animal onatioo and .:rr ::1 ,eoento are baing m •de for me to eet 

sov ral eo otici. ts from ·;n ..... le.nd ( 11ho work \ i th ca lil , rabbit and 

ohioken) n.t the Int rn•1tional Con rreo• f Genetics in .<:>lland fl"'m 

eptenbor 2 .. 10. 

6) < n ")e:ptembQr 14 - 15 l am oupposed to inapect tne International 

1abora.tor .r of Goneticn t•nd :3io-ph, nics in Uapleo ~ld on e:ptembar 16 ... 17 

l n.n up_ o~1ed to o.tt nd t.ho Havello me ting, at which f.:nal reo mmenda. 

tiona will ., draft '1 con rning the settirl.a ... up of n in<·titut· .. for 

moleculo.r biolog in t'uJ. opo, on the bE! sis of conaider~tion"' rhich I 

ha.vo init1n.tod. 

7) .•rom ... eptemb ~.r 20 - 2~ I have to attend the . U 0 ah e tin 

in lUbrovnik, fut:;or·lo.vio. , whero, mona ther things, I ~m ouppon d to 

dio~u~a with mnnber:> of the ovict Aoudom of ciences metterrJ in h'ch 

th~ Nu.t::.onal .Aco.d my of • ciences ha.a xpro ,Gcu an int re t. 



Edward H. Levi, Provost 
Office of the Provost 
Administration Building 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 3] 

Illinois 

Geneva, 6th August, 1963 

Dear Ed, 

I hope to have a cable from you in the next few days, 

informing me ·hether or not the gentleman ' s agreement I proposed 

in my letter of August 1st has been accepted. 

If it has not been accepted, then I hope that it will be 

possible for us to talk over the telephone before the week is over. 

You wrote in your letter of July 23rd that my presence is 

required in Chicago, so that certain questions can be resolved, and 

that some of them should be answered prior to the N.I.H. deadline 

of September ;oth. I would really need to know what the questions 

are which should be answered, prior to the N.I.R. deadline and 

why my presence in Chicago is required to answer these questions. 

If the N.I.H. has specifically asked the University to 

review my research grant at this t~me, or if the N.I.H. has generally 

asked the University to review all research grants which, after a 

few years running, come up for renewal, and if in the c-iroums ta.noes, 

the Dean is forced to go throueh a formal procedure of re-evaluating 

my grant, prior to applying for the renewal of this grant, then this 

is something I would need to know. If this were the case, I might 

want to consider something I have not considered so far, i.e. to 

make a trip to Chicago physically pos.,ible, by cancelling all my 

commitments in Europe for September. Cancelling 
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these commitments might cause serious damage and it would certainly 
cause seriouG embarratH:Jment. Moreover, cancelling my attendance at 
the International Conference of Genetics in Holland would represent 
a serious setback for the work which I am doing under my n. I.. IT. grant • 
. t erhaps I can recoup this setback b,y going to see the British e;eneti ... 
oiots, whom I 1a.s ouppoaed to see in Holland, later on, in January 
or Februn.r , in F~di:nburgh, but of this I cannot be sure. This is 
one more reason why , if it is an explicit request of the N.I.H. 
which forces the Dean formally to evaluate m~. research grant at this 
time and which forces me to drop what I am doinG under the N.I.H. 
grant , in order to put in an appear ance et Chicago, I would need to 
know it for a f eet. 

Inc ide. tall.., , I ma, mention at this point, even though it 
might not be relevant, that just <.~.bout the same time when the N. I. H. 
offered me a ten .}'oar reseo.rch grant, I was also offered a super ... 
crade position , at 17,000 dollars a year , on the s t aff of the N.I.H. 
If I had accepted th~t staff posi tion, I could h ave held it for 
fifteen years under the rules of the !-J . I. II . In declining that staff 
posi tion, and in .tccepting the research grant instead, I was relJing 
on the assurance of the Administra tion of the University, previously 
communi cated to me through Hnrry Kalven, that the Universit: would be 
v:illing to retain me on active service beyond '' retirement", on :1n 
outside grant. 

For your convenience I am at t aching a carbon cop,~ of my 
letter of August lst and its Appen'dix, but not the ocoompan. ing 
.. iomorandum , whi eh relates to my medical s ituation onl.-. I am also 
enclosing for ;y our convenience another cop_; of the preprint, sent 
you with m~ letter of August lst. 

'11he informa tion contained in the attached clippinc , taken 
from the Jlew 'fo rk Harald Tribune, vma interesting for me to read, 



even though I could not say that it came to me as a surprise. I 
have not seen ·che "Look Magazine" article upon which this information 
is based . If it is of any interest to you, J OU might ask your ~ecretary 
to pick up two copies and have one copy sent to me. My address 
r mains c/o Dr . Martin Kaplan, Worlk Health Organisation, falais dea 
Nations , Geneva. 

Sinc erely 9 

Leo Szilard 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

August 8, 1963 

Mr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Dr. Hartin Kaplan 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Leo: 

I have your letter and attachments of August lst. I had 
not realized the difficulties which would be involved in your 
return to the University in September. 

I should say that I don't think your post-retirement 
appointment at the University for 1963-64 requires discussion. As 
you indicated in a prior letter you have had some assurance on that 
from Dean Albert. The problems which seem to make some discussion 
useful concern the NIH arrangement. Since the NIH arrangement is 
important, I concluded that you really ought to come back for a 
discussion. 

In view of your last letter, perhaps the best alterna­
tive plan would be for the NIH application to be filed on schedule 
but to have you arrange to visit Chicago in October. I gather from 
your letter this will be feasible. 

Dean Albert is also writing to you. 

I hope you have a good summer. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Dean Albert 
Mr. W. B. Harrell 



Edward H. Levi, Provost 
Office of the Provost 
Administration Building 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Geneva, 21 August, 1963 

Dear Ed, 

I received your cable and your letter of August 8th and 

I was much relieved that it will not be necessary for me to return 

to the University in September. I am enclosing a copy of a letter 

which I have written today to Dean Albert. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

c/o Dr. Martin Kaplan, 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Mr. Edward Levi, Provost 
Administration Building 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Ed: 

May 19, 1964 

I am told that if The University of Chicago were to pay its 

professors, who are over 65 and who remain on active service on a 

nine-month contract, in nine equal monthly instalments instead of 

paying them - as they do at present - in twelve equal monthly 

instalments, these professors would be entitled to social security 

payments over a period of three months in each year. 

Please let me know, at your convenience, whether you agree with 

this view. If you do, I would also be _curious to know whether the 

University is going to do anything about it. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:jm 
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