ESERT STATE PARK
(Summary by Kathleen Camilla Wade)

In order that an Qutstanding;desert portion of
Califarnia'might be preserved for the enjoyment of present
and future generations; the Anza Desert State Park was
formed early in 1937. It includes approximately 1500
square miles of the cglifornia section of the great Colorado
desert. This desert, slopes toward the Salton Sea, and there
is evidence that this whole area was once completely covered
by water.

. The Salton Sea and Imperial-Ceunty form the eastern

za Park, and it extends from Riverside County

boundary of the Ar
on the north, to the Peninsular Range on the Weét, and almost
to the Msxican borééra It comprises four units, as the Salton
sea, the Valleecito, and the Carrizo deserts have been added

to the former Borrego State PaTko.

Contrary to the popular eonception of desertis, it
supports an amazing amount of plant and animal life. The
northwestern unit, Borrego, is perhaps most outstanding in
variety of scenery and vegetation, combining species typical
of desert, chaparral, and alpine., central Vallecito has
the greatest historic interest, while the northeastern i
sglton region and the southern carrizo section are "bad lands!

The first two are essentially valleys, while the latter are




: ""M

colorful open wastes; and oddities of geology and of flora
and fauna are found in all. . v

The northern portion of the park was inhabited
by the Cshuilla Indians, and the southern by two Yuman
groups, Their culture represents a blending of the in-
fluence of their northern neighbors, and of the Colorado
tribes., '

The park came into history when Captain Juan
Bautista de Anza, for whom it is fittingly named, blazed
a trail throrugh Borrego on his two expeditions frcm.Mexicé,
over the years 1774 to 1777, There 1is evidence, however,
that Pedro Fages may have entered the park area in 1772;
and it was also Fages who cut a diagonal‘rcute,through the
park in 1782, which was to supersede the Anza trail in
popularity.

The Fages route was used by Mexican couriers,
American fur men, prospectors, and scientists before 1846,
and in that eventful year it saw the passage of United
States troops engaged in the conquest of Califormis, Ameri-
can and Mexican gold seekers and parties of scientigts con<-
ducting boundary and railway surveys filled it between 1849
and 18954, It was used by the first overland mail train,
the Sen Antonic-San Diego line, during the year 1857, at
the end of which the service was taken over by the great

Butterfield enterprise. The latter sent stages through the




park until 1861; but after that time, stories and the two
stations of Carrizo and Vallecito were all that remained of
the undertaking. The latter station has recently‘been
restored, ‘

The Civil War, like the Mexican War affected the
park, and the Fages route was used by Union troops and dis-
contented secessioriists alike. This great road and the
Anze trail are now‘apprcximated.by good highways, and other
roads and well-marked trails now traverse the park area mak-

ing its interesting features easily accessible tec all.
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