
Nl?WST.,ETTBR FROM DR. BEN YELLEN 
Brawley, CHlif. 

.April 5, 1972 

\ 11:) T _ CJ/\/ I_'{ /-(~J/=~ 
l)P\o l3 :1\/ )1[LLE 1,J 

ON TUESTu,Y, APRIL 11, 1972 FOR COUNCILMJ1N OF BRJHJLEY. 

THE BALLOT S,1 YS VOTE FOR THREE BUT DO NOT DO THIS • JUST VOTE 

ONLY FOR BEN YELLEN. YOU HA VE THE RIGHT TO VOTE FOR OIJLY BEN YELLEN 

TO SHOW THJ)T YOU THINK THAT HE IS THE ONLY CANDIDATE WHO WILL DO 

WHJ\T HE SAYS IN HIS PBE-ELECTION STJ\TE11ENTS. 

YOU KNOW MY CA MPJ\ IGN PLATFORM FOR I Hll VE EBEN TELLING YOU THE 

SAME THING FOR MANY YEARS --LOWER THE ELECTRICITY BILLS TO 1/J OF 

WHAT THEY ARE NOW AND DRIVE THE ABSENTEE FARMERS OUT OF IMPERIAL 

COUNTY SO THAT TIP<; PEOPL'f<.: WHO LIVE HERE CJ\N DO THE FARMING AND MIHCR 

THE ~50 MILLIONS YEARLY PROFIT THA·r rs PRODUCED IN IMPERIAL AND 

CO.A CHELLA VJ\ LLEYS • 

IF YOU ONLY VOTE F011 N8 J\ND I GET THE fl!OST VOTES, IT vJILL BE 

A NOTICE FROM THE PEOPLE TO THE OTHER CANDIDATES TRAT THE PEOPLE 

WA NT WHI\ T DR • YELLEN H.1• 8 TALKED A BOUT FOR MA NY YEA RS • IT ;JI LL 1\I.S 0 

BE A NOTICE TO THE Ff._, D>EF.J1L GOVERNMENT AS TO WliJ¼T THE PEOPLE ~JJ• NT 

DONE ABOUT THE ;\BSENTEE F1\RM CORPORATIONS• 

Now to discuss these problems ~gain so thut you should know w~t 
1s going on, When I w9s councilman between 1964 to 1968, I ~sked 
toot the City Council should authorize ti lEtwsui t to get the elect-r1c1 ty 
rates lowered. Many other cities when electricity rates or telephone 
r~tes, etc. are to be increased ~md are not justified, the City Council 
of that City iiuthorizes the City Attorney to t~1ke leg~l 61Ct1on ag~inst 
the increase, Jllvi:1 (PEit) Williams who 1s running f'or re-Election 
April 11, 1972, was on the council at thi::1t tlrne in 1964-1968, He is 
a ~Y baling contra~tor and must do wh~t the big f~rmers tell him or 
be rUined. Therefor~r do not vote for him for by the Imperial Irrig
ation District churgt:r-!g you electricity rates which are 3 times too 
high than they shoulu. be, the I. I. D, ct1n sell the Wk.It er to the big 
ranchers for 1/4 the c0rrect urice. He would not help in 1964-68·w 
reduce the rates and he will not help now. 

If elected to the Council, I will be one ~gainst 4 but this does 
not II18tter. Two years 8 go, I stElrted i:t lawsuit in the Federal Court 
in Washington, D.C. to compel the Secretary of Interior to set the 
el-ectr1c1 ty r1:1tes which w.i. 11 result in your bills being 1/J of wru:it 
they are now. I used my own money to sthlrt the 11:twsuit but more 
money 1s needed so :~h6 J..3v<.ryers cBn proceed further with the lc.1wsui t. 
As Council.man, I will get $1,800.00 per year and I will use thls money 
to p1:1y the lawyers in lhtshlngton, D.C. who ~re fighting for y o11. 

Do not vote for John Benson who is running for re-election to 
the Council. He 1 s El b ig farmer whJse family gets ht:mdouts ( the s~me 
as welf~re) which amounts to $200,000, 00 per yet:.ir from the Feder!:il 
~rnment. Benson .wnts ycu to pay high electri cl ty bills so he 
and the other big n 1nche,rs ctm get irrigation w1:1ter ~t 1/4 the correct 
pr1.ce---'Wrt-tLyuu, --electric'i ty u.sers subsidizing t.he big rl:rnchers. 



....... I have 11 ved 11~-"<:l f'o,. 'l0 f~,.~~, -,. , · - ..1 yet-1rs and have seen th bi 
- -""•l-''"' ... '·' 1--.1.ons sqw~8?.e o· i_t trie 11 ttl f O e g 1:1bsentee 

Imp.¢-a 1 Ccunt;y- h~s a t·r"'31'' ·er agr•1 ~ult e 1 armer"" who were here• 
~aolj,y-. Th1s is i1;c1re than -~he ag;icu~~a produ?tin worth oJOO millions 
For ek"ffl'"pi.e. the big ,Sto i_; e of Maine h;s ura~ p:'oc.uctlon of 12 states• 
~225 millitms y·m•;-·rly. Eetween the Imper~;ly• ad f~rm production - of' 
there 1s a ~rly profit of 150 1111 an - voachellc:1 _VHlleys, m ons yearly in farming. 

who But b~e-e of the ab-.3.entee farm corporations, the young pe 1 
grow up here• Mn not get into farming and hsve to leave. Th? e 

~rea is a giHnt ~g:r:i.c·1.1.tuwl factory and our own people have t~ / 
or they can not make a living here. eave 

uati This is the worst example of colonialism for in the usual sl t
WAG on, the profits of ~,ru1gE>rnent go to the outside BUT 1\T LEAST THE 
OU BS OF LABOR REMAIN. BUT ffEHE THE PROFITS OP MANAGEMENT GO TO THE 
t TSIDE AND THE WAGES OF LA BOB GO TO MEXICO. You voters are invited 

1 
° go to Calexico at 1-1- a .m. tmd watch 5,000 to 10,000 Mexicans who 
1 v-e in Mexico, cros-s the border to work at ft1rmw0Tk in the u s 

They ~,re willing to wc.r.rk for low w~1ges at which an American f~r~
WO?'ker can not make a living. So there are no Americ~n f~rmworkers 
here and their families ( which wouJd total about 50,000 persons) TO 
PATRONIZE OUR LOCAL MERCHANTS AND BUSINESSMEN. 

SO OUR LOCAL MERCHANTS AND BUSINESSMEN ARE HAVING BAD BUSINESS. 

t
r have seen many local stores close end some were chain stores bec~use 

he wages of' la'bc:rr are tek-en to NexicO• Now ttll our young people 
do not want to become furme:rs but would like to get into merchandising 
or oth~-r types of business. But it iS impossible for them to do so 
and they h~ve to lec:1ve aJ.so. In the JO years I have 11 ved here, there 
has been no increase of po;:;ulstion becsuse of the poor business cond
itions and lack of jobs . Imperl-81 county has the highest unemployment 
rate in Cal1forn1H and Eilso the highest rate of people on welfc.1re. 
If 1 t were not for the w0lfere checkS, 50% OF THE MERCHANTS AND BUSI-

NESSMEN WOULD GO B.ANKRUPT. 

1•Jhen I rEtn , for counci lm!in 1n 1964 and was elected I told you that 
I was going to chase the Efosentee fg!'m corporations out. You ttre 
now seeing that what r p:co:nised to de, in my 1961~ election 1s being done. 
You have all read 1n the newspapers t~bout the lawsuits against the 
r.tbs-entee farm corporntio;1s, NBC NEWS-TV, ON A COAST TO COAST BROAD
CAST ON FER. 6, 1972, INTERVTEWED ME ABOUT MY FIGHT TO CH.ASE OUT 'l'HE 
ABSENTEE CORPORATIONS. The ether c.t·mdidstes a~ce SCElred of the big 
farm inte-rests and WILL NOT EVEN r'!ENTION THE ELECTRICI'l'Y S '.!JINDLE OR 
CHASING OUT THE .ABSENTEE FARM CORPO&\TIONS • 

THE BIG FARMEES ARE OUT TO PREVENT NY ELECTION• THEY ARE TRYING 

TO GET LOUIS CURIEL WHO SELLS .?EEDS TO THEM, ELECTED.. NOTICE THE 

LARGE NUMBER OF SIGNS .1\DVISING YOU VOTERS ON THE vJESTSIDE OF BRJH-1.LEY 

TO VOTE FOR HIM. HE &\S LOTS OF ADS IN THE NEWSPAPERS 1\ND MANY RADIO 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. ED RUTHERFORD IN oRDER TO GIVE LOUIS CURIEL A BIG 

PUBLIC IMJ1GE, MADE HIM CliAlRMAN OF THE C.ATTLE RODEO TO FOOL YOU WEST

SIDE VOTERS INTO BELIEVING 11'H.AT CURIEL WILL DO SOMETHING FOrt YOU. 

HE WILL NOT. HE WILL DO WHAT THE BIG F1\RM INTERESTS TELL HIM. 

The plan of the ~bsentee farm corpo.rBtions 1s to get a big vote 
on the Eastside from the ;1exio!m-Ame.rict1ns who :.-1re to be fooled th!,Jt 
Louis Curiel will help t 1Hs-,rr'. Then you westsid~ v-oters are to be fooled 
1hto -voting for Curiel. In this way, the big fc1rmers hope to defeat me. 
SO I BEMIND YOU AGt~IN, VOTB ONLY FOR BEN YELLEN, SO TH.AT I CXN GET 
THE SALARY OF ~1~800.00 'i"'O P.AY THE LHWYERS IN THE ELECTRICITY CASE 
AND T~ LA-WSUITS AS WHO IS TO DO THE FJ\RMING • 

When I beoame councilman in 1964, I found that the b1C r1,nchers 
w1 th o:ff'i-ees in Br-c.1w : ey, were not pt1yfng business license taxes. I 
started a big fight obout 1 t t1nd now mHnY aire pvying business license 
taxes. But I now :'ind thl1t i1t the Bmwley Inn, 590 West M;;i in St., 
there are many business orfioes of cattle companies who are not ~ying 
business license tm;:~3 ., even if t:iey pay, it 1s only $8. 00 per quurter. 
ThiE" ~s too 11 ttls. 'b~LECT ME COUNCILMAN AND I WILL FIGHT 'I'O COLLECT 
J'J..,L __ :r.nz.---B.;Jf:..IJ,£S:J--...~...lC-.0'JS-S TAxEB .AND AISO. HIG3ER AMOlJNTS. 
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