
MECHA CHICANO STUDIES 

SAN DIEGO MESA COLLEGE 
7250 MESA COLLEGE DR. 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 92111 
TELEPHONE: (714) 279--2300 

S ,,-ntelrber 6, 1977 

..Jar:/-Alice W ters, 
Th7 =itant 
The militant Publishing :,ssociation 
14 Charles Lane 
Ne -T York, N. Y. 10014 

Dear Ms. Waters: 

I deny Harry Ring's statement in his article, "Chicano Conference ":fins 
New Endorsers," in the July 1, 1977 issue of The Militant,  that I endorse the 
"Call for Action" from San Antonio, for a national Chicano conference on 
deportation and other issues. 

As best I can recall, sometime in June, I received a call at San Diego Mesa 
College asking me to advise intrested students that a march on Washington 
was being planned out of San Antonio, and that we would be advised of a 
meeting to be held in San Diego to discuss plans. I said that I would pass 
the message along, and that was the end of the matter. I never heard 
another word about the matter. I would hardly call that an endorsement of 
anything. 

On July 7, 1977 I received a call from a representative of the San Diego 
Committee on Chicano Rights telling me in effect of the disruption by a 
group from San Antonio of plans for a national effort on the issue of 
immigration rights. Inasmuch as the Call for Action has been co-opted by 
the Socialist Party, I disassociate myself from that movement and deny 
ever haVing endorsed it, or given anyone permission to state that I did Sc. 

All ray life I have labored to the best of my ability to advance the cause 
of Chicano rights. Currently the issue of immigrant rights has highest 
priority among my concerns. However, time and again I have seen Socialist 
related groups core into Chicano communities, uninvited, with their own 
agenda. Time and again I have seen Chicano community ask them to leave. 
I saw it in the late 60's in Los Angeles while working with the Chicano 
community, for educational reform. And since then, in Los Angeles and in 
San Diego, with farmworker issues. 

We in the Chicano community are quite capable of organizing ourselves, 
on our own terms, and for our own purposes. Thank you. 

-  

Cesar A. Gonzalez, Chairman 
Chicano Studies Department 

T ,  cc. Herman Baca, Committee on Chicano Rights 
Mark Friedman, Student Coalition Against Racism 
Mike Ornelas, Advisor, MECHA, San Diego Mesa College 
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Herman Baca 
Aztec Print Shop 
1839 Highland Ave. 
National City,Ca 92050 

Herman Baca, 

M.E.Ch.A. of San Diego Mesa College would greatly appreciate 

your presence as a speaker on the issue of immigration 

and deportation and ways it correlates with Cinco de Mayo. 

As you know, 5 de Mayo is significant for the Mexicans 

defeating the French and removing them from the country 

of Mexico. It is representative of what our people can 

accomplish thru determination and solidarity. 

This celebration will be held on two days, May 5th and 6th. 

We have set aside 1:00pm of the 6th for you. Due to our 

current financial standing, we do not have very much to 

offer, but appropriate funds will be set aside if necessary. 

I will be contacting you by phone Friday , April 29,1977, 

for a confirmation on our invitation to you. 

Sincerely,  _7 
David Canales  ci  
M.E.Ch.A. Chairperson 
4-25-77 
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