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I ,W HAPPY TO REl?ORT THAT .J:.,101 ~~~ §IQff!D_THE PEITIOH 

REQ,UESTING THAT THE 1&0-ACRES LIMITATION PER PERSON BE ENFORCED IN - - - ... ----
IMPERIAL COUNTY OF o ... LIFORNIA • 

. To get this large number of persona to vote tor entoroemant 
ot the U.S. Reclamation Law was a tremendous achievement which you will 
realize after I describe the methods US~;D BY THE BIG FARM INTERmT3 AND 
~BSFNTEE LANDOYvNERS TO -FOOL THE POPUI-tACE!l 

To give you a birdseye view or the situation, I give you the 
following baekground: 

Imperial County is 5th in rank as to the yearly value ot its 
agricultural products considering all the counties ot the u.s. Thia ie 
all due to the control ot the Colorado River by Federal Reolam.atioA 
Projects. The total acreage involved is about 500,000 acres with a 
TOTAL .VALVE OF .ABOU'l' ~500 Mlll.ICNS. You can theretope see that the bi& 
farm interests and the absentee landowners are not going to give up this 
prize without a bitter struggle. Tnoy own 90%- ot the land. 

\ 

It the 160-aores limitation were enf'oroed, e husband u4 wife 
WOG14 be able to fa:rm 320 acres. Since the growing . season here 1s 
continuot1.a for 12 mon.ths, you can see that the production would be 1110re 
he~e for a husband and wife combination than in the Jtidwest. Here 2½ 
oro~s are grown to the Midwest's l be:Jat1se of the 12 month growing 
season. Therefore, because of' th:ls fa"} .. ,:;or alone, a h11sba.nd & wif.e here 
.have the eqw. valent ot a 800 acres fe.rm as oompared to the lfidwest )20. 

• B~ause ot the better control of th.e water supply to th.a crops 
and because of' the le§S va~iable weather here, the ground is mo~o pro-, 
dt1otive than in the tfidwest or i.n the ck)u·theast. For example whe:re the 
Sot1th-:-.>~1st gets a hale or cotton per a ore, here 2½ bale$ per ac?e 1s the 
rule. When this fa-0tor ot prodt-:.otl v:U;y is considered, the 320 a-cres 
beeOllles SC0 acres. Therefore, a lrn.sband & wife here with an actual 
land ao~eage ot 320 aores when the time factor or a growing season ot· 
12 months and the produoti vi ty ot the ground a.:--e ·tuki::n intq 0011sldel'at
ion, HAV.rl: A FARM THE E~UIVALENT OF 1,600 ACRES IN THE 1anwEST OR SOUTH • 

. J. person tarmi t'! !! 160 aores here by the same reasoning, would 
h.aTe the equivalent o:l:' a 8JO aores faxm. of t!1e Midwest or Sou.th. 

B_y any sta.c.c!a!"d~ you can see t.'1.at with the enforcement ot 
the 160-aores llmi tation of the U.S. Reolc:Dia·tion Law, that a single 
perso.n or a .family would be able to make a L1.. v:'-ne IF THEY WERE NOT 
SQ;\.JEEZED OUT BY DIG CJRPORt~-ON FARMS. 

The recent u.s. Agrioultural Census ot 1959 shows t.b.et 1,600 
Sl!lall tams have been f'oroed out of bu1'inesa by the big corporation 
ferms. IF THE 160-ACRF.S LIM!TATION IS NOT SOON !ltl'ORCED, TH.ts ~.AIN
Ifo} 200-JOO SM.ALL F.ARivilli~S WILL .ALL EB SQUEEZED OUT. Tuey have 10% o:t the 
f a: .. ~mi and. 

You and about 1,000 others in Washington, D.O. like Sen~oors, 
Representatives and other oitloials :-soeived my_ Newsletters enti:t:led.:, 
HOW 'llIE SMALL F .ARMERS WERE BETru IlD and SAV}; THE llTTLE ll1Ji1'J.fERS BY 
VOTING FOR BEN Y.ELI,m. President; Kennedy and his staff hava the leafleta. 

I 

These hom,e made leaflets were distributed by me personally, 
perBO:n to person, in Imperial County. NOBODY WOULD HJ!.Y,P ME IN TEE 
DISTRIBU'nON OF 11'IWE LEAFLETS BECAUSE !J-I!""'Y _W,!RE AFRA!_Dl! l Tnis was 



ffll ONLY WAY THAT THE VOTERS OP' IMPERIAL COUNTY COULD BE INFO:EMED THAT 
I WAS PURPOSELY RUNNING FOR ASS.ESSOR-COLLiilCTOR OF THE Il1P.ERIAL IRRIGAT
ION DISTRICT AS A STR:dTl!DliM TO GIVE THE PEOPLE A CHANCE TO GIVE' THEIR 
OPINION AS TO VJHJ:I'!lim .THEY \1ANTE;J- 'l'HE 160,-AORES' LI1fIT-'iTION PER PERSON .· 
ENFORC~D. . ·. 

~ LOCAL NEWSPAPERS WOULD NOT PRINT MY PLATFORM.· -THE SAN DimC> . 
/ 

UNION~. WHICH HAS AN IMPERIAL VALLEY SECTION, ALSO DID NOT PRINT IT. 

A complete CURTAIN OF SILENCE was set up by the newsp6pers to pro
vent ,Phe vo·0ers from learnlng that a vote for Yellen meant a vote tor 
tb.e_ en.foroe.rn.ent of the 160-aores limi tstion ot the u.s • . Reclamation Law. 

The' platforms of ALL THE OTHER C.ANfilDATES WEIDJ PRINTED IN THE 
NEWSPAr-Em., The :tnoumbent Assessor-Collector of ooiirsemode no lnention 
or the 160-80res limitation issue in his plattom. 

There are 4 radio stations and one television station here. ' NONE 
OF THJ!M MADE .ANY NEVvSOAST ABOUT THE PLATFORM THAT I WAS . RUNNING ON. 

· .. There was a complete Ni.WS BLACTADUT Jt.lSt ae is eeen in o'ountries imder 
a llICTATOBSlIIP. Only my Newsletters told about the 160-acres limitation. 

I do no · belong to any organization like the Masons, Knights ot 
Oolwnbus, Elles,. or service clubs like Rotary, XiwBnis, Lions, et~. eto. 
Yet despite tbe tdct that the towns are decaying beoau..CJe the 11 ttle 
tarmere are being squeezed out and THEREFORE CAN NOT BUY IN THE TOWNS, 
NOT ONE OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS INVITED liE TO SPEAK BEFORE THliM. Yet . 
the serious eoonomio deprGssion ot the towns is the PARAMOUNT SITUA'l?IOII . 
hei,e. FEAR OF 'IHE DIOT.riTORSHIP OP' TEE BIG !'ARMERS .AliD ABSENTEE LAND-
OWNERS IS JUST AS GP..E.rlT HERE AS IN THE LATIN~.AMERIC.aH COUNTRtl!'S v:here the 
".Alliance tor P:::-ogxess" is trying to get s~me t'arm.lund into the hands ot 
the little people. THE LITTLE PEOPLE HERE ALSO WAWJ:1 SOME FARMLAND. 

' But the ol:i.max ot the -1oti vi ties by the big landowners to fool the . 
people i,ume on ei ection ·dai., Enc].os -ecl ere the Brawley News ~nd the 
El CentJ:o IMPERIAL Vi\ LLEY PRESS. i1·." ... f?> :l ore the only ncwsp,..1.pere printed 
daily in Imperial Valley. Mu1'ray No l:"::·1.s who is the publicity man for 
the iIG REPUBUCAl~S WHO .ARE TEE BIG LJ,t::rovmERS AND Hi:G FARMERS, had thie 
headline printed across the top of tho f .~ont page of both papers 1n 
1 inch letters. It came out o.n Electton Day, Fob. 5, 1963. He1·e it is: 

BR,~VlLEY CITY COUNCIL 0:-C~~SURES 
DR. BEN YELLEN FOR "l.ml'RUTHS" 

- \ 

Further down 1n smaller letters(although they still are larger than 
p;rint), is: COUNCIL 11:EMBERS CH.ARG1!: YELLEN CONTINUES TO FLAUNT THE LAW. 

Most newspaper readers only have time 
you oan imagine the ef'f er.t on t.he vot.ers. 
ll'rQrnt:rr'T,TG THAS PUT I1\.r1'11'\ rrn.·E •··· . . .... - ,;: ,.,,. - - -T·•· r•,-.Ta J.~ .1..D .. ,1.n n.tt · J.'IJ.V 1'.d A;t.:.·_:.,.J,l,..i.:j £vl,L•J.vu ... ~ -

160-AGRES SITUATION,, 

to read headlines so that 
IT IS....- IMPORTANT TQ. NOTE THAT 
1r.a1!; I-illADLINE.'3 AB.JUI 1.i:BE 

This SMEAR CA'MPAIGN was also Jliak.sn up b:,r the 4 radio s l;at~.on-.~ and 
the telcvh:d.on sta·Gl on so that i:i thd.r socaJ.led newscasts wh:loh omne 
ou'!; at least e'iTo-.cy ho :::.'.l"~ tho. l:i.s te!1.e:;~ wo1J.ld hear t--nj_s re.f:rain, nnR4 
YELLiffl TELIS LIES~ HE iJICJ2:,.ATES LAV•!L '1,, Btlt trrn smoar o&mpc-J.gn ._!ou.ld not 
f:lol ·the people to who.n 1 L .. 1.d d:.;.r1trLb1::.t f;c1 my Nc.'N~l(:J"~t.e ::-:-s ,,}J.d~;:- p.·,-:.ol1 great 
di ff: .. tl v. .!. ·": ;r and i .t .. l:tm:, t 8d ... :J.IJant.it..y as :.:.smpa:r-ea to tba Smca:r- G.;;.m,?ni.gn 
oondr1oted by t.lla big lnn.a.owners end b-ig !:11'!!',Gl"S,. 

The voters, 1 r 703 ot them, signed thB peti t:lon tor ent'oroem(-mt of 
the 1.60-acre-s ltmitat1.on. My opponen·t, the i ncumbent, who of ,:-,:>-,t:r•i:=; (::; is 
a l,rainad assessor and licons f; d appra::. s.:·;;;-r got J ... ,541 ·'-iotes on h:l.. 1:. plot-• 
form tb.at he is tro.int1c. f.o:· his job ,~ 

Tl1ere is no question in my mi.mi t,hat it' the N7":.:lv'8 BL.A0KOU':P ~od SViEAR 
C:,MP.":Im.r h ,.1d not been pulled~ ~ll!AT MJ\t-TY MORE V0~.1ERS. WOULD HAVE SIGNED 
FOR THE 16O-ACRES LIMITAllON. Tile little peo",Ple hava .sp01:en ~ies;:1. ;,6 
the DICTA'fOJBHIP here. I'LEASE ENFORCE ·rHE U.,S. RJWLA.M.ATION LAW •. 

]oars truly, .r.j~-<--l-f.e-~ 
Ben Yellen, M • .D .. 
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