Ben Ycllen, M.D.
128 South 8th St.
Brawley, Culif.

February 7, 1963
The Hone. Frank Burry, Esqe.
The Solieitor
TUeBe Depts of Interior
Washington, D.C,

Dear Sir,
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IMPERIAL COUNTY OF C4LIFORNIA.

. To get this large number of persons to vote for enforcement
of the U.S. Reclamation Law was a tremendouas achievement which you will
realize after 1 desoribe the methods USKD BY THE BIG FARM INTERESTS AND
ABSENTEE LANDOWNERS TO -FOOL THE POPULACE,

To give you a birdseye view of the situation, I give you the
following baekground: :

Imperial County is 5th in rank as to the yearly value of its
egriocultural products oonsidering all the ocounties of the U.S, This i=
all due to the control of the Colorado River by Federal Reclamation
Projects. The total acreage involved is about 500,000 acres with a
TOTAL VAIUE OF ABCOUT $500 MILLICNS, You can therefore see that the blg
farm interests and the absentee landowners are not going to give up this
prize without a bitter struggle. They own 90% of the land. '

: If the lé0-acres limitation were enforced, a husband and wife
would be able to farm 320 acres. Since the growing season here is
continuous for 12 months, you can see that the production would be more
here for & husband and wife combination than in the Vidwest. Here 23
¢erons are grown o the Midwest's 1 besause of the 12 month growing
season. Therefore, because of this fastor alone, a husband & wife here
have the equivalent of a 800 acres ferm as oompared to the Midwest 320,

o Because of the better control of the water supply to the crops
and because of the less variable weather here, the ground is more pro- ,
ductive than in the Midwest or in the Southeast. For example where the
South:ast gets a bale of cotton per acre, here 23 baled per acre is the
rule, When this factor of productivity is consideresd, the 320 acres
becomes BC?Y acres. Therefore, a husband & wife here with an astual
land acreage of 320 acres when the time factor of a growing seasoan of’
12 months and the productivity of the ground are takin ipto oconsziderat=-
ion, HAVA A FARM THE EQUIVALENT OF 1,600 ACRES IN THE MIDWEST OR SOUTH.

A person farmirnz 160 acres here by the same reasoning, would
have the equivalent o a &C0 aores farm of the Midwest or South.

By any standard, you can see that with the enforcement of
the 160-acres limitation of the U.S. Reclanation Law, that a cingle
person or a family would be sble to meke a living IF THEY WERE NOT
SGUEEZED OUT BY BIG CORPORSEFON FARMS.

The recent U.S. Agriocultural Census of 1959 shows that 1,600
small farms have besn forced out of business by the big corporation
forms, IF THE 160-ACRES LIMITATION IS NOT SOON ENFORCED, THE REMNAIN-
ING 200-300 SMALL FARM&RS WILL ALL BE SQUSEZED OUT. Tuey have 10% of the
fal‘ml an»d ® : ;
You and about 1,000 others in Washington, D.C. like Senators,
Representatives and other officlals receivad my Newsletters entlitlsd,

EoW THE £MALL FARMERS WERE BETRAYED and SAVE THE LITTLE FARMERS BY
VOTING FOR BEN YELLEN. President Kennedy and his staff have the ieaflets,

Theaé home made leaflets were distributed by me personally,
person to person, in Imperial County. NOBODY WOULD HELD ME IN TER
DISTRIBUTION OF THESE LEAFLETS BECAUSE THEY WERE AFRAID!!i Thais was



THE ONLY WAY THAT THE VOTERS OF IMPERIAL COUNTY COULD BE INFORMED THAT
I WAS PURPOSELY RUNNING FOR ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR OF THE IMPERIAL IRRIGAT-
ION DISTRICT AS A STRATEGEM TO GIVE THE PEOPLE A CHANCE TO GIVE THEIR
gﬁ%géggnAS TO WHETHSR THEY VIANTE)D- THE 160~ACR&S LIMITATION PER PERSON .

THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS WOULD NOT PRINT MY PLATFORM. THE SAN DIEGO.
UNION. WHICH HAS AN IMPERIAL VALLEY SECTION, ALSO DID NOT PRINT IT.

A complete CURTAIN OF SILENCE was set up by the newspapers to pre-
vent the voters from learning that a vote for Yellen meant a vote for
the cenforcement of the 160-acres limitation of the U,S. Reclemation Law,

NEWSPATERS, The incumbent Assessor-Colleotor of course made no mention
of the 160-acres limitation issue in his platform.

There are 4 :badio stations and one television station here. ' NONE
OF THEM MADE ANY NEWSCAST ABOUT THE PLATFORM THAT I WAS RUNNING ON.

- There was a complete NEWS BLACKOUT just as 1is seen in o‘ouﬂtries under
a DICTATORSHIP. Only my Newsletters told about the 160-acres limitation,

I do no belong to any organization like the Masons, Knights of :
Columbus, Elks, or service ¢lubs like Rotary, Kiwanis, lLions, sto, eto.
Yet despite the fuct that the towns are decaying because the little
farmers are being squeezed out and THEREFORE CAN NOT BUY IN THE TOWNS,
NOT ONE OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS INVITED ME TO SPEAK BEFORE THEM. Yet .
the serious economic depression of the towns is the PARAMOUNT SITUATION
here, FEAR OF THZ DICTATORSHIP OF THE BIG FARMERS AND ABSENTEE LaND-
OWNERS IS JUST AS GREAT HERE AS IN THE LATIN-AMERICsN COUNTRIES vhere the
"Alliance for Progress™ is tryilng to get some formland into the hands of
the little people. THE LITTLE PEOPLE HERE ALSO WANT SOME FARMLAND.

But the climax of the uactivities by the big landowners to fool the
people came on election '‘day. Euelosed are the Brawley News and the
El Centyo INMPERIAL VALLEY FPRESS, They are the only ncwspapers printed
daily in Imperiel)l Valley. MNurray Norwis who is the publicity man for
the BIG REPUBLICALS WHO ARE THEE BIG LANTIVWNERS AND BiG FARMERS, had this
headline printed across the top of the 7ront page of both papers in
1l inch letters. It came out on Eleeticn Day, Feb. 5, 1963, Hers it is:

& BRAWLEY CITY COUNCIL CZWNSURES

DR. BEN YELLEN FOR "UNTRUTIS"

Further dovm in smaller letters(although they still are largsr than
print), is: COUNCIL MEMBERS CHARGE YELLEN CONTINUES TO FLAUNT THE LAW.

Most newspaper readers only have time to read headlines so that
you can imagine the effest on the voters, IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT
NOTHING WAS PUT INTO TUE ARZY2LE FCLLOWING THE HEADLINES ABOUT UHE
160~ACRES SITUATION. ; ‘

This SMEAR CAMPAICN was also taksn up by the 4 radio stations and
the television station so that in their socalled newscasts which came
out at least every hour, the lictenex would hear this refrain, “DR.
YELLEN TELLS LIES, HF VIGLATES LAWSY, But tne smear campalgn couid not
f201 the people to whom I Lad disctributed my Newsletvhers sader szch great
diffieulsy and 1o limited quentiiy as uompared to the Smear Campaign
condneted by the bilg landowners and big farmsrs.

The voters, 1,703 of them, signed the petition for enforecemsnt of
the 160-acres limitation., My opponent, the incumbent, who cf course ia
a trained asseesor aud llicensed apprais=r, 80U 4,541 voiten on his plat-
form thet he is tralneéd for hls jobd :

Tiiere 1s no question in my mind that if the NEWS BLACKOUT and SMEAR
CAMPATSIN had not been pulled, THAT MANY MORE VOTERS WOULD HAVE SICNED
FOR THE 160-ACRES LIMITATION, Tie little people lLavs spoisen despiis
the DICTATORSHIP here. FLEASE ENFORCE THE U.S. RECLAMATICN LAW.

: Touzs traly, 2.... ¢fe

Ben YelYen, M.D.
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