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Dear Szilard: 

Iu.ar ch 2 7, 19 41 

~e bought our gr a~hite fro m the National Carbon Company, 

and it was delivere d from their Cleveland nlant. It is 

su n"'ose d to co ntain not overt;~ of ash. Breit has had 

it analyze ci for boron at the Bureau of Standar d s, and 

finds 2 .5 parts per million , which he claims is t wice as 

much as in gra:WJ.~ te ;from the u.s. gra:9h i te Co. Ne g et 

(l.li 0. 2 ) x lc- ~0 em~ for t ..:le c:ppture cros s s e ction for 

thermal neutrons for our material. 
Some time ago I -,vent to Cleveland and sp ent t he day 

-s i t h the Brush Beryllium ComJiany. They make beryllium 

which is over 985b pure, although in writing you a letter 

they only state 96;b" pure. 11'lere i s some thing v ery queer 

in t he beryllium business vrhich I don 't entirel understand . 

This company is actually reluctant to admit t a t t h ey are 

making beryll ium metal , and before I we nt d own t here I 

could not e:;e t them to say so ov er the :ilione or by -,vri ting . 

I think that they are afr a id tha t some one will buy w.p 

pure b eryllium fro m t h em and discover a ne w alloy and ge t 

rich on the patent rights without t h em Get t i ng a ny of t h e 

money . I had to r eassure them t hat I was interested in 

the "radio a ctive " properties uf b e r y llium befor e t h ey would 

sell me any. I have n ot g ot a detailed anal .... sis fro m them 

yet. There is no appre ciable amount of lithium or boron 

in t h eir stuff, the - say . Principle impurity is magnesium 

fluoride, use d as a flux, and b eryllium carbi de from the 

crucibles. Our measurement on the capture cros s s e ction 

for t~erma l ~2~trops of t~e stuff t~ey sent us giv~s 

(6.5t ~ ) x lU em~ . The1r product1on at present 1s at 

the rate of about 3 5 lbs a week. 
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Becaase of the h~gh scattering cro ss section 
and low c a t ure cross-se ction of b eryllium I con s ider 
it of t he utmo st i :port ance for t 11e commit tee to start 
this or some other ma nufa cturer on the :production of 
a fairly large amount. The pric e could come down as 
quantity produced g oes u p . 

When c an you g et appre ci ab l e amounts of uranium me t a l? 

Yours sincerely 
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Professor ~atuel ..•. llison 
· Hyerson ? y sical Laboratory 
University oi' Chica o 
Chichgo, Illinoi 

D-ar lli on: 

April 1, 1941 

any t a:nlc . ., for your letter of '1· rch }.'7. I 
.i cus ed it.,. content it' Fermi ·e ere both very uch 

int rest d in the d tr hich you ve concerni your 
gr .Dhi t 1u beryllium. ~e n er if you coul let us no · 
somet 1ing a"br.lut t 1e et 01.~ hich you used ir ea~uring the 
ab or tion of your gr~ hite and n rticularly the .ethod 
. ~Ch you used in e wUring the absor~tion Of you~ berylliU . 

T~e difficultie whicn st odin the ay of 
·)roducin ranium eto~ free from hydrogen have no " been 
overco e, an~ o th ~ta,e which e have reach d ~t resent 

e coul~ )roduce this . et 1 ·x any require ouantity in th 
for~ of a o ~er havin~ bul den~ity of about 9 . 6 ~r ms 
)er c . c . y feeling i th t t~1e rice shoul~ not be :10re 
t &n ~3 per pounl on a cost plu~ 100 ercent basis , exclusive 
of the co t of the ur ni m oxide hich has , r1 rket )rice of 

bout . 50 er oound . e are till rkin. on finding a 
s ti-factory .ethod for )reducing thi. et lin the for of 
sintered or ru~ d blocrs . 

I b liev that e should be able ~o reach th s ne 
.;:~ta e cor:..cerning beryllium. 1 1e . rice thrt m~. eventually 
be re- che ill rob" bly be consider bly i her . Just how 
uch r the available o.:o rooriPtion ou ·ht to be s n for 

tni s ;;mrpose is ":' question · ·.uch rh J ~ ought to be di ·cussed 
an .... decided in tne ne r fUture . Ot_er .. is-:. it ill be difficult 
to roc ed ccordin to · c~eercut len . I 11 tr to fo 
a erson-1 o inion on tt.i ::~oint i t 1e light of tl~e inforinG:.tl.O 
'lhich is at "resent v .. il ble, an- mt. y rite you another letter 
about it .. 

Yours sincerely , 

LS; H (Leo Szilar ) 
cc: 1 - Pegram 

1 - Fermi 
1 - Szila.rd 
2 - Mitchell 
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1AL 
September 8, 1941 

Dr Leo Szilard 
JhJsi cs Department 
Columbia University 
:New York City 

Dear Szilard 

'.Ve are using all our beryllium v c:; r i ntensively 
nmv in measuring the properties of a uranium unit surrounded 
by a beryllium shell, and unless your ~roposed ex~eriments 
are of greater im·'"'ort anc e in speeding t h e program along 
I hesitate to stop ours by shi:p ,~i ng off our beryllium. 

~e have 370 plates of metallic beryllium X±~ 
l"x2"x4" on order at Brush, and whenever any portion 
of these arrive, "e will be glad to send you some. 
I think that the f astest way to get beryllium would 
be to wait till this order starts coming along, but 
if you wish to correspond directly with the company, 
write to 

]Jr Leon Fletcher, Jr 
Brush Beryllium Co.t 
3714 Chester 4ve , 
Cleveland, Chio. 

Our experiments with uranium units in a beryllium 
shell are so encour ag ing that it is practically certain 
somethine is wrong with them. A BF counting chamber 
enclosed in cadmium eives 13% more 3 counts per unit 
time near a beryllium enclosed unit than at the same 
distance from a unit in xxllh»±Noo grarJb.i te only. ·.ve are 
trying to think of all the possible interpretations 
and test t !~em one by one. In about 2 months we may 
be able to venture a guess as to whether this means 
anythin important or not. I have felt shaky for ·reeks 
since I discovered the fiasco in our absorpti on cross­
secti on for beryllium. 

sincerely 

w)/\~~ 
1891 ·THE UNIVERSITY OF C FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY • .1941 
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Ube Ulni\?etsit~ of <tbicago 
"R}2etson P b}2stcal 1aboratot}2 

Dr Leo Szilard 
Michael Pupin Laboratories 
Columbia University 
New York City 

Dear Szilard: 

November 17 • 1941 

I have a letter from Dr Briggs stating that he is 
arranging for a gram of radium mixed with beryllium to 
be made up for me and sent here on a rental basis 
of $250 per month until June 30. 

I am taking it for granted that he is negotiating 
with Dr Boris Pregel for this stuff. 

I have not seen how your beryllium-radium mixtures 
are prepared, but Dr Pregel told me that they are in 
containers which gan be joined together ±KY~ so that 
the entire amount which you possess can be used as a 
single line source. It seems to me that for the good 
of the project as a whole, this gram of radium being 
prepared for me should be put in exactly the same kind 
of container as you are now using, so that the entire 
amount owned by the committee~ can be used 
as a single source if necessary. 

If you are in touch with Dr Pregel, could you 
make sure that this is understood? 

Our large structure is now being started. It 
will take quite a while to assemble as we are taking 
elaborate precautions against scattered neutrons entering 
the sides. 

Yours sincerely 

1891 • THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO • FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY • 1941 



Prof sor ~amual K. Allison 
erson hy ic 1 boratory 

Univer ity ·:>f Chicago 
Chic£!go, Illinoi 

Lleer .lt.lli son: 

ove ber ~1, 1941 

l rec ived your letter of ove1ber 17 and 
t ked to . r. regel, informing him of your wishes. 
Ie said thf\t he do s not y t hav the official 

order, tlt hen he receive this order h will huve 
container m.de hich can be sora ed onto the con-

t iners which are u ed at Columbiu" Although the 
hole thing .ill ake a ource which i~ rather long 

d therefore it may not be )Os ... ible to use it in 
generel, yet it see s very desirable to have the con­
t 1ners standardized as you sugg sted in your letter. 

~ith best ishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

L 
(LAO Szilard) 

Lb: B 

CC: 1 Pegram 
1 Fermi j 1 Szilard 
2 Mitchell 



~etallurgtcal I.ahoratorp 

c. . Cooper 
R. F. Christy 

L . Szilard 

September 24, 1942 

I have reque ted Fermi who is chairman of the Technical 

Committee to appoint a two man comm.i ttee for the purpose of g~. ving 

to the Teo nioal Committee a preliminary report on the advantages 

and disadvantages of bis:7tuth cooling, i rhich I h ve personally 

taken an inter st ome time in th past. Fermi ap ointed you 

two to serve o ~itt and .sked me to communioat thi 

fact to you. you •ill be aole to accept . 

I as 
scrutiny of the 
simplified proc 
rending future int naif' 
mittee, and must not b 

E. Fermi, Chairman, 
Technical Committee. 

rely as an emergency measure 
t work of the Technical Co~-



t~/1' rva y 
;fflttallurgical J!.aboratorp f 

October 1, 1942 

s. K. Allison 

t . S&ilard 

Dear Allison: 

I fe 1 hat unl a the Technic l Committee takes urgent decision 
on pointe whioh I am goinb to list below the work of m:y division 11 re in 
seriously disorglll i ze • 

1 . eci s ion, whether or not we hould make a 

2. 

tor a bi~uth cooled plant. I have a pre• 
deai of ong standing for a bhmuth cool po er 

belie e t :t if I diaou a d 1 t · th Cooper and 
Chris f1Y c bout A ek$1 report back to the 
Technical Co d ive some sort of an independent 
opinion on ion t the Technical C tta 
could be bas 

3. If the Technic 1 deoide in about .A_week ' a 
tim that a detailed de ign for bismuth cooled plant 
should be made, I rould want to know whether I should 
take harge of preparing a d tailed design tor the bismuth 
cool d plant. 

L. Sz lard 



onsrs . Youn , Coopc •, 
Szilard 

r.(cchn:tcal Council 

;fletallurgical JC.abQratorp 
October D, 1042 

At t:10 t.lOotlne; of the 'l1oc_micul Council on . 
·.lednesda.y October 7 , 1 t ras deci od that • r . 1.oorc is 
to increase h · s en:..:inool~ing stuff with t ~e in tent of 
actively eneaGi:I0 ln tlw desicn of a bisuuth cooled 
plant . 'ht..a til uostlon of Vlhat should :>c (tone rdth 
tho Coopor - Yol ~ c r:uni t t eo arose . 'This question is 
connected v' h nferenc e to be held next Thursday 
with rcpre"er · ati v s of the Arn1y 1 etc ., in vhich con-
ference w ould ll. w to c;ivc as e_.;ood a picture as 
possible 0 e vn.rlo <:0 homes in our minds • 

. ropurc any re)or 
do.te of' the next : 
this situation, I u: u 
procedu~e be adopted . 

( 1) 
concerning t 10 bi mnut.1 
noon , October 12 . 

(2) That at the ~.eetlne on 

rd talk together 
.•. op.day a.fter-

Szilard -orcs nt a brief' statement o ~.~ho status of tho 
bis ,uth cooled pltL t to t. 0 '.i.'ochni al Counc:..l o.nd 
. r . Youn._, be invl ted to sit in l'.ith the Council during 
t:10 ~)resentation of this sta.tcr1ent and t:1.e c..lscussion 
of it . 

'l' __ e Council rill them co:r.slcicr t:1e qt.estion of 
how much e:np: asis shall be placed on t:1c bisr:ruth 
cooled plant and on its engineer in_, by tho r vnrcsonta­
tive of t: o 'l'oc:!:mical Council L'ho will discuss this 
matter at the 'rhursday 1 0ctober 15 session . 

dj 



,ffletallurgtcal 'labor atorp 

November 18, 1942 

Messrs . Compton 
Cooper 
Do an 
Ferm· 
Hil er~ 
Moor 
Speddi 
Szilard 
Wheeler 
V'ligner 

The regular 

will pe ·postponed until 

2 P. M., in Room 209 , so that we may 

Professor Comp ton on the latest 

Washington. 

SAI,!UEL K . ALLISON 

dj 

-

t by 

I 

I 



s. :K. Allison 

1 .. . Szilard 

)ly attendance to Technical Oounoil Meeting. 

I heve been asked yesterday by various people why I did not attend 

yesterday's feehnicd Council meeting, and it is theref'ore perhaps usef'ul 

f'or you to have in your f'iles a definite statement in this connection. I 

am particularly anxious to avoid giving the Lmpression that I refrain from 

attending the meetings of' your committee because I mn "sulking". May I 

therefore define as clearly as I can my attitude in this matter~ wi1ioh I 

believe has Compton's approval? 

Tihile I am Glad to receive notices of' meetings and the minutes, it 

1 not my intention to take part in deciding organizational questions. One 

reason for this is the fact that the status of ~ clearance is at present 

unsatisfactory, and there may be other reasons as well. However, whenever 

you have some special reason for wishing thnt I should be present at a 

meeting, you can let me know, either on the official notice or by some 

other channel. I shall then be very glad to come to that particular meeting. 

L. Szilard 



Uaroh 38, 1944 

Ur . s. K. Allison 

r. L . Szilard 

I am writing to you to suggest that the solubility 
of beryllium in liquid lead and liquid bismuth be determined at 
300° , 400° and 600° C and th t this be done by a oontraot with n 
outside firm if our own metallurgists oannot at present assign 
anybody to this taak . 

Inclosed is a copy of a memorandum whioh I wrote to 
Dr . Compton in connection with this question . 

LS :s 
ine . 

oo: Compton 



TO: Kr. S. K. Allison 

FROK: Kr. I .• Szilard 

June 14, 1944 

The purpose of this memorandum is to put forward two proposals 

concerning tasks which appear to deserve attention on the part of our 

Laboratory in the immediate future. These two proposals are somewhat 

interrelated as set forth below: 

1. A rough calculation seems to show that a chain react­

ing light water lattice could be set up with the 40 tons of metal 

which is at present available at X if about 1 ton of heavy water is 

used in a seed. I have assumed that the light water lattice has a 

multiplication factor of about 1 and the above favorable conelusion 

arises then from the fact that the migration length in the light water 

lattice is only about half of the migration length in the heavy water 

lattice. 

Since we may expect that 1 ton of heavy water will be avail­

able in the near future, I propose that such a chain reacting unit be 

in fact put together either at Chicago or at X and be used as a power­

less test unit for exploring the properties of various light water 

lattices. The exploration would take place by replacing a section of 

the light water lattice of the unit by the light water lattice which is 

to be tested and by observing the changes in the effective multiplica­

tion factor. 

2. Lately the Laboratory has discussed, at the initiative 

of Mr. Weinberg, the possibility of erecting an light water uranium 



Mr. s. K. Allison -2- June 14, 1944 

lattice unit •~th an enriched core and it was discussed just to what 

extent th~ Laboratory should devote its efforts to this task in the 

near future. 

As a counter proposal I now wish to submit arguments in 

favor of designing a unit consisting in a light water lattice with a 

heavy water lattice seed. The following observations hold for such 

a composite unit: 

(a) We may expect the light water lattice to have a multiplication 

factor of l. Nevertheless we may expect a unit at about 2 meters di­

ameter with a heavy water core of about l tone to be chain reacting. 

This favorable result is due to the fact that the migration length in 

the light water lattice is only about half of the migration length of 

the heavy water ia~tice which forms the core of the arrangements. About 

40 tons of metal might be needed for such a unit. 

(b) A rough calculation shows that owing to the fact of having a 

· migration length in the light water lattice which is half of the 

migration length in the heavy water lattice which forms a core of the 

arrangement more than 4/5 of the heat would be generated in the light 

water lattice. This means that our chief objection to the heavy water 

units which were previously considered, namely that the plutonium 

production per ton of heavy water is necessarily small, can be met 

by using such a composite unit. 

In an ordinary heavy w4ter lattice such as the Laboratory had 

considered formerly about 5 tons of uranium metal were contaned in about 



Mr. S. K. Allison -3- June 14, 1944 

10 tons of heavy water so that about 5o,ooo kw could be extracted 

from 10 tons of heavy water. The light water unit with a heavy water 

seed would produce about three times as much heat per ton of heavy 

water in the seed than the average of the old P-9 unit (due 

to the flattening of neutron distribution in the heavy water lattice) 

and about five times as much heat in the total unit as in the seed. 

Therefore per ton of heavy water the composite unit would produce 15 times 

• 
as much heat and plutonium as the old heavy water lattice units. ~ t ·~. 

a unit having a one-ton heavy water seed could produce 75,000 kw 

and would contain perhaps 40 tons of uranium. 

(c) Use of Refle~tor.--Mr. Friedman and I ~scussed somewhat the 

use of graphite reflectors in connection with such a composite unit. 

Without having made any calculations, we think that a graphite reflec-

tor on the outside of a light water lattice might have an unexpectedly 

large effect in a favorable direction. This is due to the fact that on 

the light water lattice graphite boundary of the fast neutrons emitted 

from the lattice a very large fraction will be slowed down to thermal 

energies within the lattice and of those neutrons which become 

thermal in the grcphite a large fraction will diffuse back into the 

light water lattice and be absorbed there rather than in the graphite. 

This favorable response of the light water lattice toward a reflector 

will make it possible to use light water lattices with a comparatively 

low effective k and also will flatten the neutron distribution in the 

light water lattice and thereby make it possible to extract the larger 

amount of heat indicated above. 



Yr. s. K. Allison -4- June 14, 1944 

It is not unlikely that reflector like bismuth which do not 

appreciably slow down the neutrons by elastic collisions would be very 

effective outside the light water lattice. The ~ 

offer is based on the fact that the mean free path of the mwm»xxw neutrons 

in water is much greater for fission neutrons than resonance neutrons. 

(d) Cooling of the light water lattice.--The cooling of the light 

water lattice presen~a new problem which arose for the first time in 

connection with enriched light water lattice proposed by Mr. Weinberg. 

If we cool such a light water lattice by moving the water between the 

uranium rods we have to pump very large volumes in order to attain a 

sufficient velocity to have a good heat transfer. In this connection 

I had previously advocated somthing which might be called a parasitic 

circulation or a shunt circulation, i.e., a system in which the bulk of 

the water would be simply circulated through the light water lattice 

and the fresh water influx and heatx.a hot water out-flow would repre-

sent onlyaa small fraction of the total circulating volume. This 

system has the disadvantage that the water in contact with the uranium 

is not yet as cold as it otherwise could be. I am therefore at present 

more inclined to favor putting the whole circulating volume through a 

heat exchanger of a somewhat special construction and to keep the cool-

ing water separate from th~ water which flows through the lattice. ~ 

cxos~ ~eetion of bite cooling water The heat exchanger would have to 

be built in such a manner as to have a small cross section for the 

cooling water and a large cross section for the lattice water. 





TO: Mr. S. K. Allison 

FROM: Mr. L. Szilard 

14, 1944 

The purpose of this memorandum is to put forward two proposals 

concerning tasks which appear to deserve attention on the part of our 

Laboratory in the immediate future. These two proposals are somewhat 

interrelated as set forth below: 

lo A rough calculation seems to show that a chain react­

ing light water lattice could be set up with the 40 tons of metal 

which is at present available at X if about 1 ton of heavy water is 

used in a seed. I have assumed that the light water lattice has a 

multiplication factor of about 1 and the above favorable conelusion 

arises then from the fact that the migration length in the light water 

lattice is only about half of the migration length in the heavy water 

lattice. 

Since we may expect that ltDn of heavy water will be avail­

able in the near future, I propose that such a chain reacting unit be 

in fact put .together either at Chicago or at X and be used as a power­

less test unit for exploring the properties of various light water 

lattices. The exploration would take place by replacing a section of 

the light water lattice of the unit by the light water lattice which is 

to be tested and by observing the changes in the effective multiplica­

tion factor. 

2. Lately the Laboratory has discussed, at the initiative 

of Mr. Weinberg, the possibility of erecting an light water uranium 
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lattice unit with an enriched core and it was ciiscussed just to what 

extent the Laboratory should devote its efforts to this task in the 

near future. 

As a counter proposal I now wish to submit arguments in 

favor of designing a unit consisting in a light water lattice with a . 
heavy water lattice seedo The following observations hold for such 

a composite unit: 

(a) We may expect the light water lattice to have a multiplication 

factor of 1. Nevertheless we may expect a unit at about 2 meters di-

ameter with a heavy water core of about 1 tone to be chain reacting. 

This favorable result is due to the fact that the migration length in 

the light water lattice is only about half of the migration length of 

the heavy water iattice which forms the core of the arrangements. About 

40 tons of metal might be needed for such a unite 

(b) A rough calculation shows that owing to the fact of having a 

migration length in the light water lattice which is half of the 

migration length in the heavy water lattice which forms a core of the 

arrangement more than 4/5 of the heat would be generated in the light 

water lattice. This means that our chief objection to the heavy water 

units which were previously considered, namely that the plutonium 

production per ton of heavy water is necessarily small, can be met 

by using such a composite unito 

In an ordinary heavy w~ter lattice such as the Laboratory had 

considered formerly about 5 tons of uranium metal were contaned in about 
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10 tons of heavy water so that about 50,000 kw could be extracted 

from 10 tons of heavy water. The light water unit with a heavy water 

seed would produce about three times as much heat per ton of heavy 

water in the seed than the average of the old P-9 unit (due 

to the flattening of neutron distribution in the heavy water lattice) 

and about five times as much heat in the total unit as in the seed. 

Therefore per ton of heavy water the composite unit would produce 15 times 

as much heat and plutonium as the old heavy water lattice units, a=. c • e # 

a unit having a one-ton heavy water seea could produce 75,000 kW 

and would contain perhaps uO tons of uranium. 

(c) Use of Refl ector.--Mr. Friedman and I discussed somewhat the 

use of graphite reflectors in connection with such a composite unito 

Without having made any calculations, we think that a graphite reflec-

tor on the outside of a light water lattice might have an unexpectedly 

large effect in a favorable direction. This is due to the fact that on 

the light water lattice graphite boundary~ the fast neutrons emitted 

from the lattice a very large fraction will be slowed down to thermal 

energies within the lattice and ~ of those neutrons which become 

thermal in' the grcphite a large fraction will diffuse back into the 

light water lattice and be absorbed there rather than in the graphiteo 

This favorable response of the light water lattice toward a reflector 

will make it possible to use light water lattices with a comparatively 

law effective k and also will flatten the neutron distribution in the 

light water lattice and thereby make it possible to extract the larger 

amount of heat indicated aboveo 



Mr. s. K. Allison -4- June 14, 1944 

It is not unlikely that reflector like bismuth which do not 

appreciably slow down the neutrons by elastic collisions would be very 

effective outside the light water lattice. The ~ ~ 

offer is based on the fact that the mean free path of the memBca• neutrons 

in water is much greater for fi.ssion neutrons than resonance neutrons. 

(d) Cooling of the light water lattice.--The cooling of the light 

water lattice presen~a new problem which arose for the first time in 

connection with enriched light water lattice proposed by Mr. Weinberg. 

If we cool such a light water lattice by moving the water between the 

uranium rods we have to pump very large volumes in order to attain a 

sufficient velocity to have a good heat transfer. In this connection 

I had previously advocated somthing which might be called a parasitic 

circulation or a shunt circulation, i.e., a system in which the bulk of 

the water would be simply circulated through the light water lattice 

and the fresh water influx and ~ hot water out-flow would repre­

sent only=~a small fraction of the total circulating volume. This 

system has the disadvantage that the water in contact with the uranium 

is not yet as cold as it otherwise could be. I am therefore at present 

more inclined to favor putting the whole circulating volume through a 

heat exchanger of a somewhat special construction and to keep the cool­

ing water separate from th~ water which flows through the lattice. ~ 

ePees seetieB ef tae eeeliag watep The heat exchanger would have to 

be built in such a manner as to have a small cross section for the 

cooling water and a large cross section for the lattice water. 
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Dr . s . K. Allison 
Director 
The H:nric.o Fex•mi Ins t itute 
fot• Nuclear Studies 
The Un;tversity of Cnioa "o 
Chima "'o 37 ,. Ill. 

D~u.u .. Allison, 

Daoambar 71 1956. 

Attached you 1111 f' J.Dd letter that I sent to 

Warren Johnson with the attached ~neloauro from the 

Rockaf'elle:r• Institute . I1' you see · ny Nn~son illhy I should 

not aooapt will you send ma a telegram upon receipt or ttis 

to room 2134, Hotel St . 'o1~1tz, New York? 

.ttth kindas t re a:t•ds, 

Itlo Sz1lard 

encl. 



Office of the Director 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 3 7 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Hotel St. Moritz 
New York 3 New York 

Dear Leo: 

December 10~ 1956 

As far as your appointment in the Enrico Fermi 
Institute is concerned~ I see no reason why you 
should not accept the offer of Mr. Bronk to be an 
affiliate of the Rockefeller Foundation. 

~fuen it comes to accepting money from them 3 how­
ever3 you would have to consult Dean Warren 
Johnson~ since none of us is completely free to 
make external arrangements even under the 3 Quar­
ter contract. Warren would probably want to know 
what three quarters of the year you were spending 
with us. 

CC: Dean W. C. Johnson 

Y~sincerely, 

~:muel K. Allison 



Dr . s. K. ~llison 
r_rhe En!'lco Fermi Institute 
for ~ucl~ar Studies 
r_rhe univel'S 1 ty of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Ill . 

Dear AJllison, 

December 16 , 1956 . 

Many thanks for your letter . I have ta lkad to 

't·iarren Joh..Dson over thG telephone and sent Dr . Bronk a letter 

of which I attach a copy . 

~a th kind regards, 

Sincerely , 

Leo Szilard 

encl . 
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....--- --

Dr .• s . K. Allison 
Directo~~ The Enrico Fermi Institute 

for Nuclear Studies 
The University of Chicago 
a1icago 37, Illinois 

Dear Allison: 

October 2, 1957 

This is the letter I said I would write you . 
I am leaving tomorrow morning for ~urope on what you and 

I regard as University business, even though your present budget 
does not permit you to make any appreciable contribution to the ex­
penses of the trip. I may during this trip spend some time in Paris 
and in Cambridge, England . I have applied to the Block Fund for a 
certain sum for the period from October 12th of this year to Septem­
ber 30th of next year, and indicated that I may charge the expenses 
of my stay in Paris and Cambridge to the grant if it comes through . 

The purpose of my trip is to give lectures and to gather 
information for my research work . 

The expenses of the trip to Berlin and return will be 
borne by the German Chemical Society . I am giving an invited paper 
at their meeting in Berlin on October 7th . I expect to lecture also 
in Heidelberg and to visit several universities in Germany, and per­
haps also the University of Vienna . I plan to spend ten days or per­
haps two weeks in Cambridge, England with the group assembled by 
F . H. C. Crick at the Cavendish Laboratory. If I go to Paris I will 
spend about a week at the Institut Pasteur with Jacques Monod . 

Sin erely y;ours , 

. ;f-2 -, 
L-

Leo Szilard 

m 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 
FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
1500 New Hampshire Ave.,N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

January 16, 1962 

A small group of faculty, students and interested 
citizens have met informally a few times to discuss 
the contents of your proposed movement and the 
possible ways of launching it here. 

It was the consensus of those present that we 
cannot hold more meetings unless we have definite 
information on the evolution of your ideas. We would 
welcome an immediate statement from you. 

We say "immediate" because, unless we continue to 
stimulate it, the interest that you have undoubtedly 
aroused in our neighborhood - as measured by the 1500 
copies of your speech that were distributed - will 
wane fast. 

It was further suggested that the 12 man board of 
which you spoke be appointed as soon as possible and that, 
in choosing the members, its effectiveness before a 
Congressional committee be kept in mind. 

The hope was also expressed that from now on we 
may keep in close contact with you. 

Trusting in your prompt reply, 

Yours sincerely, 

le.tter dictated by La(ra Fermi 

~~e~/~/!!fvt-.. 
~fr-1 ( l~~/;f. /~II 

Richard K. Lashof 

?a--f?~ 
Paul Meier 

;LF: lra 

P.S. Please address reply to S. K. Allison .at the Enrico 
Ihstitute ~~ 

Fermi 



S. K. Alliron 
The Research Institutes 
The Uni wrsi ty of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illin<Yls 

Dear Allison: 

I 

7 N:arch 1962 

Atta.ehed you will find a note with soJD:e' information 

conce.ming the I-ioVe:inent to date. This' note is not quite up-to-

date but it represents the latest infomation that has been written 

up. 

Sincerely, 

I.eo Szilard 
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