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~We were having lunch at my house in late summer o Becky Cohen and I 

were talking intensely, when I heard the loud peep peep peep of a baby chicken 

right behind me e How could this be? We were in the house in the dining room. 

I turned toward the peeps and there, on the floor, was a chicken egg o The 

peeping was issuing from a hole in the egg. Sally, our dog, was standing by o 

(Sally had brought in a duck egg once before I left for the summer. I left 

the egg on the kitchen counter. It hatched the next day and the baby duck 

saw Ellen Van Fleet who was house sitting for me. They attached to each other . 

The duck followed Ellen everywhere & Later Ellen hatched some more duck eggs o 

She made little egg pouches and wore them next to her body. She has been using 

ducks in her art performances ever since e) Sally was proud of her latest 

delivery. This time I was preparing to go away again e Becky and I were work~ 

ing on The Initiation Dreamo She was photographing me to represent the images 

from a striking dream that I had the summer beforee ~ The baby chick was 
VY\ 

insistant o I picked up the egg & Then I remembered seeing Sally with eggs out~ 

side earlier. I thought she had retrieved them from a neighbor•s trash. Then 

I remembered that our black hen had been missing for days o I rushed down back 

to the chicken yard, and sure enough, there was black hen all puffed out and 
.,:ht. 

proud, shielding her~ beautiful, fluffy baby chicks o Rosie (Linda Montano) 
-/Lf1#} 

came home and we hatched the ~ baby o I had put it in a box with a light 

hoping it could make its own way out, but it was not strong enough o It was 

grateful to be out, and peep peep peep peeped its thanks e We gave it water 

and tried to nurse it e It was a brave, affectionate chick, but could not make 

it o After two days it died o The others all survived e Their father, ~eacher , 
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a big white leghorn had flown into the yard one morning while Rosie and I were 

meditating. Black hen was given to us later to keep him company. Their appear~ 

ance seemed significant because Rosie is noted for her work as the chicken woman 

in performance art. She danced across the Golden Gate Bridge as the chicken 

woman and was arrested for stopping traffic. l_ After the baby chick died we 
M 

left for five months. When we returnedJblack hen and her grown babies were fine 

but Preacher had disappeared as mysteriously as he had arrived. Becky presented 

us with her 11 reliquiario por un animalito y la representacio-h de su resurreci/n) 

or which came first: the chicken or the egg? 11 As I looked at the photographs, 

I imagined that she had caught me dreaming. 
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MEMORY AS DREAM 

By Pauline Oliveros 

We were having lunch at · my house in late summer. Becky Cohen and I were talking 
intensely, when I heard the loud peep peep peep of a baby chicken right behind me. 

How could this be? We were in the house in the dining room. I turned toward the 

peeps and there, on the floor, was a chicken egg. The peeping was issuing from a hole 
in the egg. Sally, our dog, was standing by . (Sally had brought in a duck egg once 

before I left for the summer. I left the egg on the kitchen coiunter. It hatched the next 

day and the baby duck saw Ellen Van Fleet who was house sitting for me . They attach

ed to each other. The duck followed Ellen everywhere . Later Ellen hatched some 

more duck eggs. She made little egg pouches and wore them next to her body. She 

has been using ducks in her art performances ever since .) Sally was proud of her latest 
delivery. This time I was preparing to go away again. Becky and I were working on 

The Initiation Dream. She was photographing me to represent the images from a strik

ing dream that I had the summer before. -The baby chick was insistant. I picked up 

the egg. Then I remembered seeing Sally with eggs outside earlier. I thought she had 

retrieved them from a neighbor's trash. Then I remembered that our black hen had 

been missing for days. I rushed down back to the chicken yard, and sure enough, 

there was black hen all puffed out and proud , shielding her nine beautiful, fluffy baby 

chicks. Rosie (Linda Montano) came home and we hatched the tenth baby. I had put 

it in a box with a light hoping it could make its own way out, but it was not strong 

enough. It was grateful to be out, and peep peep peep peeped its thanks . We gave it 

water and tried to nurse it. It was a brave , affectionate chick, but could not make it. 

After two days it died. The others all survived . Their father , Preacher, a big white 

leghorn had flown into the yard one morning while Rosie and I were meditating. Black 
hen was given to us iater to keep him company. Their appearance seemed significant 

because Rosie is noted fpr her work as the chicken woman in performance art. She 

danced across the Golden Gate Bridge as the chicken woman and was arrested for 

stopping traffic . -After the baby chick died we left for five months . When we returned, 

black hen and her grown babies were fine but Preacher had disappeared as 

mysteriously as he had arrived . Becky presented us with her "reliquiario por un 

animalito y Ia representacion de su resurrecion, or which came first: the chicken or the 

egg?" As I looked at the photographs, I imagined that she had caught me dreaming. 
1/10/80 

"Reliquiario por un animalito y Ia representacion de 
su resurrecion, or Which came first: the chicken or 
the egg?" 

Becky Cohen 
Becky Cohen 
Nadar 
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