
NEWSL.i.!!TTER FROM DR. BBN YELLEN 
Brawley, C:·ilif. 

January 14, 1965 

VOTE Fr)) 
--- -- - - ~ ____ \_ 

/-\NN/\3ELLE HJLLC)C/'\ 
FOR DIRECTOR OF TH~ IMJ?ERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT FROM DIVISION 3 

(Calipatria~ Niland areas) ON FEBRUARY 2, 1965. 

The main issue i~ this eteotioa is whether you resldents of 
Imperial County are going t~ recei~e ~~e money from the County's 
yearly agricultural produ~t-ion ~f $214 milli~ns plus the ~~20 millions 
in handouts (subsidies) gi"le.-;i ar:tc..i.1a.l1y by the Federal Government OR THE 
OUTSIDE . F.aRII/I CORPG,R:.\ TIO NS WILL CONTI:£:WE TO GEI' THIS MON1-Y. 

OF ALL TH~ CANDIDATES RUNNING AGAINST FRANK HOV/INGTON, TBE INCUMB­

ENT DIRECTOR, ANNABELLE HILLOCK IS THE ONLY ONE WHO HAS PUBUGLY STATED 

THAT SHE WILL WORK FOR THE .EtV:EURC:EMENT OF THE U .. S. R.ECLJ.\l\L4TION L/1W 

WHICH WILL MAKE IT POS...,IBLE FOR THE RESIDENTS OF IMPERIAL COUNTY TO 

GET E:\CH YEAR THE $234 MILLIONS. DR. YELLEN BEU.b.vi!:S TH1~T MRS. HILLOCK 

WILL CARRY OUT H.E.'R PRmHSE TO HELP ENFORCE THi R.ECL~:ATION LAW. 

Tne U.S. Reclamation Law says that only persons li vin.g in Ir.1per1al 
County can farm here. In addition, it also states that a family of 
a husband and wife and 2 children shall be able to farm 640 acres .. So 
you see that each person in a family is entitled to farm 160 acres. 
Ib not forget that 1 Imperial County acre is equal in production to 
5 acres in the Midwest or Sou.th, s0 that . in reality this fa1mily of 4 
i~ able to farm the equivalent of a 3,200 acres farm back East. 

\ 

FRANK HOVflNGTON, TIU PRESENT DIRii.JCTOR FROM DIVISION J, _IS A STOOGE 

OF TH,E ABSENTEE LANIDWNERS AND . BIG RANCMS. Hore is his record. 

Dr. Yellen spent 5 years publicizing the bad results of Lon-enforce• 
aent of the u.s. Reclamation Law in the Imperial Irrigation n; &tr:i.ct. 
By means of his Newsletters, he informed the local residents of what we.;1 
goin6 on but he also sent these Newsletters to officials in Washinf;ton, 
D. c. In addition, he went to Washington,, D.c .. each ye·ar to talk to 
officials. Finally, the u.so Dept. of Interior on Doo. 31, 1964 an­
nouncet that it was going' to enforoe the UoS.Rt-:;clame.tion LttW. 

On Tuesday, January 5, 1965, the Board of Directors met. FRANK 

HOWINGTON VOTEb IN FAVOR OF .A STATl!Ml!."'1\'T THAT THE n:.--r.EF.IAL IR.i:UGJiTION 

DISTRICT WILL TRY ALL POSSIBILITIES TO PRKvEI.:T ENFORC .. 11',,,~T OF THE U.S. 

RE.CLPMATION LAW. 

You mothers should r~alize that without e.nforcsment of the U.S. 
Reelamation Law, your sons when they grow up, will n'lt be atle to beooJPe 
farmers and make a good living. So all the young men have to le .1ve 
Imperial Valley to try to · earn a living elsewhere. When your daughters 



/ 

grow up and are ready tor marriage, since the youn,!l men have departed 
THERE ARE NO YOUNG MEN TO MARRY AND YOUR DAUGHTERS O R~ VE TO LE.n VE. " 

This is what Frank HowingtQn stands for- making it difficult for 
your children t~ ea~~y a prQsperous happy life. 

_ As you all k.'lCw you. are paying .-ery high electricity bills. These 
B~LLS SHOULD BE HAL~ OF WHAT Tful..Y ARE. The reason the electricity is 
so high is because Frank Howington has done nothi~g to stop the Imperial 
Irsrigatiot1 District from selli:1g irrigation water to the big absentee 
farm corpj)rat:l.o ,'ls at below r~st. YOU ARE BEING FORCED TO PAY HIGH 
.ELECTRICITY BILLS SO TF....AT '11HE BIG RANCHES CAN GET Bl!.:LOW COST VvATER. 

T? make sure y~u ch r1'3t cheat on paying yo~r eleotricity bill, your 
electric meter has 2 seals to make it impossible t, cr~ss the wires in 
the meter so that it will register less electrit-1 ty used. 

But t.h.e I.I • .2>. makes no effort to prevent the big ranches from steal ,, 
ing the irrigati-,n water. IT IS EST.IMAT.&D THAT ABOUT 50% OF THE IRRIG·- -
ATION WATER IS STOLEN. Here is b::Jw it is done. The big ranch puts in 
an 1>rder for irrigation water whioh is! of what it needs. The water 
tender(zanjero) who is an empl~yee of the District goes to the irrigati~n 
canal and lifts tbe watergate to a rertain height and pushes a rod 
through a hole SI) that the wate:'.."gate will r-emain at this height dt1ring 
the certain amount of hours that the water has to run. N~w there are 
leeks which can be attached so the rod can not be remowed. But what 
happens is this. As soon as the water tender leaves after lifting the 
gate and setting the 1~d, Mexican irrigators go to the gate and lift it 
twice as high and set the rod for twice as much water to flow in. The 
water runs this way for many hours. Then about on~ hour before the 
zanj ero is coming back to shut cff the water, the Mexican irrlgatcr 
goes back to the watergate and sets it at the correct level. 

The zanjeros are .American but are afra:i.d to tell what is going on. 
They know the Imperial Irrigation District is controlled by the big 
ranches through Directors like Frank Howington. The zanjeros have famil­
ies and can not afford to lose their jobs. The Mexioans are Mexicans 
that live in Mexicali and can not talk English. The big ranQ:hes hire 
them because the big farmers know that th'3se Mexio'3.nS will not reveal 
what is going on because of a language difficulty and even if these 
Mexicans talk, they can be intimidated and sent baok t~ Mexioo w~ere 
they will not be available to testify in Court against the big r~nohes. 

EVERY WATERGATE DEUVERING WATER TO THE BIG RAID HES SHOULD HAV'.E A 

LOCK ON IT so THAT THE BIG RANCH.t!:S vVILL NOT B.ri: 1rnLE TO ST.EAL 50% OF 

THE IRRIGATION WATER. 

Frank Howington has been a party to selling farmland to big ranch 
corperations at very low prices of $50.00 for undeveloped land and 
$150.00 for cultivated. land. THIS HAS BEJFN DONE WITHOUT .'-\DY.RRTISJNG THE 
FARMLAND FOR SALE AND .ASKING FOR BIDDING. Sale #7108 to the Antone 
Borchard Corp~ration consisted of 45 acres at $50.00 per acre and 25 
acres of cultived farmland at $150.00 per aore. Little farmers are not 
givBn a chance to buy farmland at these 1'7W prices. There are rr,any such 
sales to corporations like Antone Borchard which is on: of the_oorp~r­
ations which will be driven out when the u.s. li.eolamation Law is en-
forced. 

Yet recently when there were a few lots for sale in Niland which 
the Imperial Irrioe.tion District owned, there was bidding for the l,ets 
and the I. I. D. ~ollected a good amouat of money for tte lots• So you 
see that Frank Howington is for giveaways of farmland to the big ranch.es 
but when townspeople want to buy lots, the I.I.D. forces them to bid for 
the property and pay the correct sum f~r the lots. 

Future Newsletters will give further exanples how Fr~nk~Howington 
is the enemy of the people who live in Imperial Valley. VOT~ FOR 
ANHABELLE HILLOCK THE FIRST AND ONLY CANDIDATE FOR NRECTOR IN pIVISION 
3 WHO WANTS ~Q GIVE A SQ,UAM DEAL TO 'l'HE PEOPLE UVING HERE. TH.tl: ONLY 
WAY THIS, CAN BE DONE IS BY ENFORG.cl!ENT OF THE U.S. RECLA11.ATION L .. 4W. 
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