
Tape: 64 - A 

Side I 

1 - 28 
29 - 95 
96-128 
129-155 
156 - 175 
176 - 195 
1 96 - 220 
221- 249 
250-269 
270- 290 
294 - 421 
422-475 
478 - 495 
496-515 
516- 600 
601-736 
738-end 

Si de II 

1 -1 8 
19-94 
95- 157 
158-187 
188-276 
277 - 302 
303 - 343 
344 - 384 
385- 473 
475 - 572 
573- end 

Paul Blackburn Tape Col l ecti on OM 22i 

Diane Wakoski reading a t the Coda Gallery , 
July 13 , 1965. 

I Believe I ' ll Stop Here 
Tendencies We Have Al ready Seen 
Inside Out 
Beyond Al l Sense of Time 
Possession Poem 
0, Ranges 
Mirrors 
Children 
Horses 
Metal 
Follow That Stagecoach 
All Glitter is Not Good 
The First Day--
Sun 
The Three of Swords 
I ncident of Cherries & Peaches 
blank. 

Wakoski reading continued. 

Cancer 
The Empress 
The Ice Eagle 
The Helms Bakery Man 
Discrepancies 
Letter to the West 
Ra i n Trip 
Music Not for the Dance 
Blue Monday 
Love Letter to Ron 
b l ank. 

• 



AN INDEX TO THE PAUL BLACKBURN TAPE COLLECTION 

The Paul Blackburn Tape Collection repre
sents one of the great resources to modern 
literary history. The poet, Paul Blackburn 
(1926-1971) was, in addition to his talents as 
poet, translator and editor, a great supporter 
of an ongoing oral tradition in poetry. He 
organized and attended poetry readings in New 
York City during the fifties and sixties at 
St. Marks, Le Metro, Deux Megots, Max's Kansas 
City and other bars and clubs. He organized 
his own poetry radio show, "Contemporary Poetry" 
on WBAI in New York. And he collected tapes 
from his friends and from these readings through
out his life, maintaining what is now recognized 
as one of the largest oral history collections 
in the country. 

At his death in 1971, UCSD purchased Paul 
Blackburn's entire Archive, including poetry 
manuscripts, notebooks, letters and his tape 
collection. Paul Dressman and I have spent 
the past year listening to all of his tapes, 
annotating which poets read and which poems 
are read. We found that there are a wide 
variety of tapes which fit, more or less, into 
six categories: 1) whole tapes of Paul Blackburn 
reading in public and in private; 2) tapes of 
group readings or lectures in public; 3) record
ings of conversations among Blackburn and his 
friends; 4) recordings made from the radio and 
television (such significant events as the first 
Sputnik orbit, the first Moon landing, presiden
tial inaugural speeches, etc.); 5) taped "letters" 
from friends living in various parts of the world; 
6) miscellaneous music and sounds. This latter 
category is interesting if only for locating the 
particular city ambiance in which Blackburn lived 
(and wrote poems) day-to-day. 

Michael Davidson 
June 23, 1975 
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