
BARRIO tUPPORTSt PROTEST RALLY 
FOR 

JESS D HARO 
TUESDAY, JULY 25, 1978 

10:00 A.M. - 12:00 NOON SAN DIEGO CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

THEN WALK OVER TO -

FEDERAL COURTHOUSE 

The constituents of the San Ysidro and Logan Barrios are 
outraged by the racist effort to get rid of our Councilman. 
There is no replacement for Jess Harol! 

The thrust of this rally is to make clear our support of 
Jess Haro to remain on City Council, and to publically 
demonstrate our protest of Judge Leland C. Nielsen's racist 
persecution of our Council Representative. 

ALSO" 

CHICANO PARK 

THIS THURSDAY, JULY 20, 1978, @ 10:00 A.M. 

NEWS CONFERENCE WITH 

COUNCILMAN JESS D. FARO AND 

CITY-WIDE SUPPORTERS 

,
Be on Time Thursday and Tuesday!! 

Call 263-2153 for transportation assistance. 



REUNION DE APOYAR 
ESS D HARO 
REGIDOR LEGISLATIVO 

MARTES, JULIO 25, 1978 

10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. EN LAS OFICINAS DEL 

CONCILIO DE LA CIUDAD DE SAN DIEGO 

- LUEGO CAMINAREMOS A LA - 

CORTE FEDERAL 

Los constituyentes de los Barrio de San Ysidro y Logan esta 
ofendidos por el esfuerzo i racista de deshacerse de nuestro 
Regidor. No hay restitucion para Jess Haroll 

,/ 	 / 
La introduccion de esta reunion es pare hacer claro nuestro 
apoyo par Jess Haro/ para que permanesca con el Concilio de 
la Ciudad, y tambien pare demostrar publicamente nuestra / 
protesta contra el Juez Leland C. Nielsen y su persecucion 
racista contra nuestro Regidor. 

"TAMBIEN" 

EN EL CHICANO PARK 

ESTE JUEVES, JULIO 20, 1978, A. LAS 10:00 A.M. 

HABRA CONFERENCIA DE NOTICIAS CON 

NUESTRO REGIDOR LEGISTATIVO JESS D. HARO Y 

TODOS SUS APOYADORES 

f 
Todos esten a tiempo el Jueves y Martes!! 

Hablen al 263-2153 si necesitan transportacion. 



JESS D. HARO 
Councilman 8th District 

The City of San Diego 
City Administration Bldg. 

202 C Street 
San Diego, Calif. 92101 
Phone (714) 236.6688 

Deputy Mayor 	 August 3, 1978 

Mr. Herman Baca 
Committee on Chicano Rights 
1837 Highland Avenue 
National City, California 92050 

Dear Herman: 

Thank you for your recent expression of support. 

During difficult times, interest and concern such as you 
have shown is very much appreciated. 

I will strive in the future to provide the same high level 
of conscientious and responsible leadership I have in the 
past. 

Although it is easy to be afraid, in periods such as this, 
these are the times when we must renew our faith in a 
future that can produce the social, economic, political 
and practical equality that men and women must strive for. 

Again, thank you for your support and concern. 

Sincerely, 

JESS D. HARO 
Councilman 
Eighth District 



Rudolph V. Stephens 
	 August 10, 1978 

P.O. Box 12117 
San Diego, CA 92112 

Jesse Martinez 

Gentlemen: 

I believe as a private citizen that Mr. Haro's conviction 
is indeed racial and political crucifiction. 

As a baptized seven day adventist, I believe in love as 
a means of seeking direction in time of crisis. My wife 
and I teaches our children love through telling them we 
love others freely. My seven year old son was accused 
of damaging someone's property but it was his friend who 
actually did it. Although, the friend - seven years 
of age also - admitted with sorrow he accidently did it, 
my son was puzzled why he was accused. Before the little 
boy told his accusers he accidently damaged the property, 
this is how I demonstrated something to him. 

I wrote on a piece of paper the words: I LOVE YOU. Those 
three words were all I wrote, addressed to know one, and 
told him to place the paper where he though his accusers 
could get it while knowing where the paper came from. I 
don't know exactly where my son placed the paper. But the 
next evening when I returned from work his accuser was 
holding up the paper yelling he was - given a threatening 
letter. 

After that I had the humble little boy tell he was sorry 
he brushed up against the property. The accuser said 
nothing thereafter to my boy. 

Mr. Haro, Mr. King, Mr. Kennedy, on to Jesus Christ were 
crucificied for doing something that others before and 
after them did as a rule. Mr. Haro is just getting nailed 
for something others do more. Now no matter what he 
says, it will threaten his accuser. 



Life can be very confusing to us when we are taught that 
if we are honest and truthful the best will come Of things. 
Mr. Haro did not say that he did not do what he is accused 
of doing. He knows as well as I know that the furniture 
industry is not without its share of double dealing by many 
others in the industry on a much larger scale. 

I was loaned $35,000 by the government in the mid sixties 
to operate a furniture store. As a minority, I knew nothing 
about furniture. I had to be taught from scratch. The 
government even gave me an advisor to teach me to run the 
business. Beginning with that very advisor who was a re-
tired businessman, I was taught to cut corners like that. 
I know of people in furniture who would put large shipmen 
is of furniture in there dead mother's name to avoid taxes. 

What Mr. Haro was accused of doing over a five year period, 
I know of cases where one deal was done over the phone. 

One day I was standing with a friend in the office of a 
large chain store buyer overhearing the buyer telling 
someone to use false figures on the shipment to about 
five or six outlets. My friend, a decent man, turned to 
me and solemy said, shaking his head:"please don't do 
anything like that in your business". I know of at least 
three factories that uses almost exclusively illegal aliens 
to assemble there furniture. While I am not in the police 
business, I am not going to call names but I do know that 
what Mr. Haro did is the rule rather than the exception. 

Like I taught my son about LOVE: some people are hurt be-
cause of something many people do. I also teach him 
with shinning examples too, that these kinds of actions 
in the face of awakened people are the seedlings that 
sprout the garedens the blossoms the likes of Gandhi, 
Marat; Churchill, Hitler; Lucifer, Jesus. Take your 
pick. They a planted. 

Sincerel 



U.S. District Judge Leland C. Nielsen sentenced City Councilman 
Jess Haro to prison yesterday. 

CONFERRED WITH OTHER JURISTS 

Judge Feels 'aro Sentence Was Fair 
By GINA LUBRANO 

Staff Writer, The Son Diego Union 

Jess Haro got a fair, if not lenient, 
sentence, according to U.S. District 
Judge Leland C. Nielsen, who yes-
terday ordered the city councilman 
to serve 90 days in jail for customs 
fraud. 

Nielsen, who once put a rabbi in 
jail for smuggling parrots across the 
border, said, "I feel that he got 
treated very fairly in his circum-
stances. 

"I don't know why he wasn't 'pro-
secuted long ago," the judge said. 
"A scheme of that size I thought 
would have made prosecution inevi-
table." 

The sentence on Haro stemmed 
from violations committed five 

' years ago, before his appointment to 
the council. 

Nielsen said the government's 
case against Haro represented 
"very substantial" white-collar  

crime. 
, He said he made it a point to 
consult with other judges while de-

. ciding the penalty to impose on Haro 
because it was a "very unusual" 
procedure. "I did it just for that 
reason," he said, but added that 
judges have talked over cases in the 
past. 

Nielsen, 59, talked Haro's case 
' over with Chief U.S. District Judge 

Edward J. Schwartz and Judges 
Howard B. Turrentine, William B. 
Enright and Gordon Thompson Jr. 
Among the five federal judges in this 
district, Thompson has the reputa-
tion for being the toughest sentenc-
ing judge — Nielsen probably the 
most lenient. 

"There was one who might have 
given.him the limit," Nielsen said. 

Nielsen, appointed to the federal 
bench by President Nixon in 1971, 
freely admitted to being tougher on 
white-collar-crime defendants and 

on those in positions of trust., 
He said he gives the lightest "sen-

tences in cases involving minorities, 
unless there is violence involved. 
Then I'm tough." 

Nielsen said that Haro would have 
gotten more prison time had he not. 
been assessed such a large money 
penalty in the civil case. 

"Race had absolutely nothing to 
do with it. From the tone of the 
letters I got, I'm afraid some of 
them will (see it as a racial matter) 
anyway." Nielsen said he got about 
75 letters on the Ilaro case, the most 
he has received in connection with a 
sentencing. 

"I know no reason why, because of 
ethnic background, anyone should 
be allowed to steal from the U.S. 
government which is, in effect, what 
he's done." 

Following is a text of Nielsen's 
statement to Haro yesterday, 

 COURT: As Mr. Walsh (U.S. 

Attorney Michael Walsh) has said, I 
have agonized over this, too. It's 
probably one of the most difficult 
sentencing decisions I have had to 
face in 10 years. I do have some-
observations to make, however. One, 
as to the nature of this crime, true, 
Mr. Haro pleaded guilty to a mis-
demeanor. However, despite what 
opinions have been expressed by 
some people, this misdemeanor is 
not like having a barking dog or 
running a traffic signal. It's a very 
serious misdemeanor. It involves 
dishonesty, plain, unadulterated dis-
honesty, and, really, theft in the 
United States government, in effect. 

I sat .on the panel on the Ninth 
Circuit last month on a very similar 
case where the defendant 'was con-
victed of a felony rather than a 
misdemeanor and he got. 30, months 
besides the maximum fine that 
could be imposed. 
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City Councilman Jess Haro clasped hands with his wife, 
Jane, shortly after learning he had been sentenced to 90 

days iiip: 	He did not return yesterday to the City 
Council c gibers, where business proceeded without 

r  . 

Haro's Was Paper Crime 
The customs violation that resulted in a 90-day sentence for Councilman 

ass Haro literally can be classified as a paper crime. 
jiaro was charged in an infonnation, a court document that specifies the 

tion of the law he violated and spells it out in legal terms. 
The body of the information specifies an incident on Aug. 3, 1973, in which 
aro "before the seizure of merchandise by persons authorized to make such 

ures and in order to prevent seizure, did remove said merchandise by 
cealing it . . . " 

,  Translated into lay terms, Haro was accused of presenting false invoices to 
illitoms officials that concealed the true value of items he was importing. 
'U.S.- 	Attorney Michael Walsh said the charge against Haro was a 
logThpromise reached when Haro agreed to enter a guilty plea. It does not, he 

, represent the full scope of the allegations the government had amassed 
uist Haro. 

ne black woman shouted, "It's 
who got Jess — you whites who 
t blacks out and who want Chica-
out. It's a white world." 
nother Haro supporter urged the 

6wd not to cooperate with report-
s. "Let's go, you guys. Let's not 

give these dogs anything." 
She followed that with a somewhat 

threatening invitation to "come 
down to, the barrio sometime and try 
this. Come down today." 

An angry Valencia, blasting the 
conduct of television crews and as- 

. DUCT OF TV, RADIO REPORTERS OUTRAGES BACKERS 
, 	 • 

Tears Replace,{19pe . As Har 
By GEORGE E. CONDON JR. 

Politics Writer, The Son Diego Union 

Tuesday, July 18, 1978 
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Friends Hear entence 

— Stott Photo5 by G.  eorge Smith and Peter Koelemon 

him. The councilman has declined to say whether he will 
resign his 8th District council seat. 

embrace Lila Lopez, a particularly OCUMENTED CASE 

For 23 minutes, the defendants, 
many of them clad in wrinkled blue 
or gold prison uniforms, marched 
before the judge in the brightly lit 
wood-paneled courtroom. 

Judge Leland C. Nielsen, infre-
quently running his right hand 
through his wavy blond hair, 
dispatched their cases rapidly. 

Only one case slowed the process. 
It had to be rescheduled because the 
defendant's family could not find 
Seats in the courtroom jammed with 
reporters and spectators. 

The crowd and the reporters were 
not there for those first eight cases, 
however. They were there for the 
subdued man in the olive suit and 
white shirt. 

They were there for Jess Haro, a 
city councilman, who, upon the call 
of the ninth case yesterday morning 
in federal courtroom No. 5, stood 
before the judge. 

Before Haro faced the bench, his 
supporters were still clinging to the 
hope that he could somehow elude a 
jail sentence and rebuild his political 
career. 

Nineteen minutes later, after hear-
ing Haro's acts branded "plain una-. 
dulterated dishonesty" and after 
Haro was sentenced to 90 days in 
federal prison, they knew he was 
finished. 

Tears replaced the hope. 
Haro's attempts to retain his com-

posure, so successful in the court-
room, crumbled once he left and his 
friends, many of them crying, began 
to offer their sympathies. 

Trying to escape the crush of 
reporters, Haro, his wife, Jane, his 
lawyer, John Mitchell and his friend, 
Assemblyman Larry Kapiloff, fled 
upstairs. 

There, temporarily shielded from 
questions at the end of the corridor, 
Haro, his eyes brimming with tears, 
embraced his wife and Kapiloff. 

In the middle of the corridor, 
closer to the elvators, other support-
ers wept, more openly and begged 
reporters to leave. 

Evonne Schulze, a former City 
Council candidate and the organizer 
of a June rally to support Haro, tried 
gamely to console Subi Featherman, 
a close Haro friend. 

Within minutes, however, Schulze 

herself succumbed and began to cry 
quietly while still hOlding Feather-
man. 

Later, when Haro grimly walked 
from the federal courthouse to his 
car parked one block away, the 
tears gave way to the anger that 
many of Haro's friends felt toward 
reporters. 

Already convinced that somehow 
Haro would still be facing a bright 
political future if only reporters had 
put the proper slant on the council-
man's legal difficulties, the council-
man's friends were outraged at the 
conduct of television and radio re-
porters who dogged Haro step for 
step during his long trek to his car. 

Grimly, Haro tried to ignore the 
microphones and cameras thrust in 
his face. 

His supporters could not ignore the 
spectacle, however, and tried to 
form a protective ring around their 
fallen friend, chanting, "Leave him , 
alone; leave him alone." 

The reporters ignored the plea. 
When Haro stopped at his car to  

distraught friend, the cameras and  • 
the questions persisted. 

Finally, with Haro driving away, 
the anger erupted into a brief flurry!.
of jostling, shoving and name calP  , 
ing. 	 4 

Precipitating the clash, which- 
later generated two legal charges of  
assault, was an attempt by KGTV.: 
Channel 10 to film Haro inside the'-'' 
car.  

Channel 10 reporter Joe-'' 
McMahan, who said he believed that .  
Tony Valencia, board chairman and 
chief executive officer of the Mexi- 
can and American Foundation, was 
about to interfere with the filming of 
Haro, forcefully moved Valencia 
away from cameraman Bob Lam- 
pert. 

Valencia, contending that 
McMahan called him a "sawed off 
son of a bitch," angrily tried to push 
McMahan away and several sup-  z.1 
porters of Haro moved menacingly1 
closer to the cluster of TV reporters  -4 l 
amid shouts of racial insults.  

serting that he never struck any 
cameraman, filed a complaint 
against McMahan and the television 
station alleging assault. • 

"They were animals," he said in 
an interview. "Just a pack Of canni-
bals. And TV-10, as usual, was the 
worst." 

After cameraman Lampert filed a 
police complaint alleging assault by 
Valencia, McMahan said that Valen-
cia was about to attack Lampert 
who could not see him coming be-
cause of the camera. 

"I didn't do anything. I -tried to 
help a man who was being assault-
ed," McMahan said. 

Ironically, McMahan was echoing 
the feelings of many of thbse who 
clustered helplessly around the 
courthouse yesterday. 

There wasn't anything more they 
could do for their friend. They could 
lash out at others but they could no 
longer help "a man who was being 
assaulted." 

Haro, to them, was a victim. And 
all the tears could not change that. ",) 

s 
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NEWS ,CONFERENCE—Supporters of Councilman Jess Haro field 
questions at a press conference at Chicano Federation 

Haro Plans 
Fight to Keep 
Council Seat 

Supporters Also Say • 
He Will Seek Reduction .; 
in 90-Day Jail Term 	• 

BY TED VOLUME:IC 
limes staff Writer 

Jess Haro refused to break a self-
_ imposed silence Thursday but relayed 

through his supporters his resolve to 
fight to keep his shaky position on the 
San Diego City Council • '.. 

Herman Baca, chairman of the Coin-
mittee on Chicano Rights, announced 
that Haro has decided to seek a reduc- , 
tion of his 90-day federal jail sentence. 

Harro had been expected to meet 
With reporters at the news conference 
at Chicano Federation headquarters, 
but an hour before the scheduled newt 
conference he changed his mind.- . 

Baca said Haro has met privately 
with leaders of 50 community groups 
shortly before-9 a.m. Thursday and 

ad-.  
headquarters. A spokesman said Haro had decided not to 	 against mak 

told them that. his atto 
king any p 

rney  had
ublic 

appear after his attorney advised him against public statements, vised him   
Times photo by Robert Lachman 

statements until later
Baca said Haro is now expected to 

• 	hold a news conference of some sort 
"61."4".4"4"." 	 Monday at which time the 42-year-old 

couneilmau 	wesetu,A0144141-  
' ttoiviliatAIS.-atOOritf4-114c1"%conned" 

1.;;; ,3,44., hiataiAnct 1i* 



is 14ARO RESOLVE 
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i Cotincil next Tuesday and hoped-for sentence reduction 
1 	' , 'The people have placed him in that position and only 

the people can remove him, not US. Atty. Michael / 
1  Walsh, not federal Judge Leland Nielsen,nor the Sar Diego 

City Council,' Baca said of Haro: . 
'The community is extremely angry and mad over the 90  

day prison sentence handed down by Nielsen against 
Councilman Haro," Baca declared. ; . 

I 	"The sentence is extremely harsh, unjust, loaded with 
racist overtones and represents to us once again a dual 
standard of justice.' 	 . 

Baca said the action against Haro was "95% political, 5% 
; judicial," a theme he repeated throughout the news 
conference . 

He charged that Walsh's prosecution of Haro was 
• politically motivated because, 'It is well known to all that 

the U.S attorney is out to make a name for himself and that 
he has political aspirations." 

Baca also charged that Walsh's decision to pursue the 
customs fraud case as a criminal rather than civil matter 
was partly due to an alleged grudge Walsh holds because 
Haro did not support Walsh's appointments as U.S attorney. 

- Haro actively supportes attol______L___ney Michael Aguirre for the 
post.  . .. r 

Nielsen's 90-day sentence also was seen as racist by Ham's 
supporters. They noted that by contrast San Diego financier 
C. Arnholt Smith received five years' probation on his no-
contest plea to federal felony bank fraud counts in 1975. 

Walsh defended Smith codefendant Philip Toft in that 
case. 

"Look at Nixon!" one Ham backer shouted sarcastically 
"He's a national hero!" - 

Reaction to the Chicano community's charges came 
swiftly form U.S Atty. Walsh. t  . 

He angrily accused Haro's backers of leveling charges 
"which have absolutely no basis in fact and threaten to 
polarize the San Diego community and are transparently 
designed to cloud the real issue." . 

"The plain, simple unadulterated fact is that if Mr. Haro 
wanted a trial, he had every right to a trial," Walsh said. 

"Mr. Haro now blamds everybody but himself for his 
troubles," Walsh told a hastily called news conference. "It is 
this) conduct and not the conduct of the U.S. attorney or the 
court that is the cause of Mr. Ham's troubles." • 

And, in an apparent afterthought to a four-page state-
ment, Walsh added that he had never sought the support of 
Haro for his appointment as U.S. attorney. 

"For that matter, I never met Jess Hato until the day he 
entered his plea of guilty (June 8). I never had the slightest 
idea of whom he supported or opposed for US. attorney and 
I couldn't care less," Walsh said. 

Walsh conceded there was little chance hi* statements 
would sway Chicano backers of Haro, but he said Iv wanted 
to make his pea'tior clear to the balance of the community. 

He told reporters that when he decided to pursue the 
Haro case as a misdemeacor rather than a felony, "I 
expected, if anything, to he criticized for being too lenient, 
not too tough.' - 

Walsh also revealed that he met with Ham's attorney, 
John Mitchell, last week to discuss a possible change in the 

iayment schedule for the $51,876 Haro agreed to pay in the 
k  

stoms case 

; 



City Councilman Jess Haro was flanked by 
-Ay Valencia, at left, Lilia Lopez, center, and his  

—Staff Photo by George Smith 

Wife, Jane, outside the federal courthouse yesterday after 
being sentenced to 90 days in prison. 

Struggles Over Replacing Haro 

Tri ts r 

H. HARRISON 
C. CARSON 

e Son Diego Union 	• 

Jess D. Haro 
Tether he will 
at on the City 
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s is developing 
s council col-
how to replace 
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Council 

Removal 
Is Certain 

By 
GEORGE E. CONDON JR. 

and 
GINA LUBRANO 

Staff Writers, The Son Diego Union 

Jess Haro, his personal 
plea for compassion disre-
garded, was sentenced to 90 
days in federal prison yes-
terday after being admon-
ished that politicians cannot 
expect special treatment in 
court. 

Haro's sentence, to begin 
Aug. 7, makes his removal 
from his 8th District City_ 
Council seat certain and 
ends 39 days of political 
suspense that began June 8 
with Haro's admission that 
he committed U.S. customs 
fraud. 

Haro, 42, stoic in court but 
shaken and crying later, de-
clined to answer any ques-
tions from reporters after 
the sentencing by U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Leland C. Niel-
sen. 

He would not indicate if he 
plans to resign his seat be-
fore entering prison. 
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mum. 
Emma Creel, 29, a member of the 

Chicano Federation's board of direc-
tors, added, "If Jess Haro was a 
white and a millionaire, this 
wouldn't have happened." 

Haro will not know for at least 
seven to 10 dayS to which prison he 
will he cent, according to Lowell 

' 

C. Nielson sentenced him to 
serve 90 days in federal pris-
on, beginning Aug. 7, for his 
conviction on a mis-
demeanor customs fraud 
charge. . 

Haro declined at the court-
house to tell reporters 
whethe• he would resign, 
and at City Hall his adminis-
trative assistant, Alan 
Ziegaus, said: "I don't know 
if he'll resign; I don't know 
what he'll do." 
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Without Ham, a Demo-
crat, the partisan break-
down of the council will be 
six Republicans and two 
Democrats, and there is con-
siderable apprehension 
among Democratic Party 
activists that a Republican 
will be appointed. 

Councilwoman Maureen 
O'Connor, a Democrat, 
called yesterday for a spe-
cial election — a position she 
has taken on filling previous 
vacancies — and Council-
man Leon Williams, the 
other psroperat, ouickly en- 
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special election also came 
from City Councilman Bill 
Mitchell, a Republican. 

However, the five other 
T,, 	 en •11-,  

The only San Diego coun-
cilman of this century to be 
sentenced to jail, Haro faced 
immediate calls for his res-
ignation from Mayor Wilson 
and his council colleagues. 

While there were indica-
tins_ that some of Haro's 
supporters would attempt to 
persuade the council to per-
mit Haro to keep his seat 
while in jail, there appeared 
little likelihood it would. 

Haro's supporters had 
hoped that Nielsen would 
consider Haro's shaky per-
sonal financial situation and 
the heavy fines he has 
agreed to pay' the govern-
ment, and spare him a jail 
term. 

It became clear early in 
the court proceedings, how-
ever, that Nielsen would be 
tough. 

Referring to a point made 
by Haro's lawyer John 
Mitchell, Nielsen said, "I 
say to you frankly that if Mr. 
Ham was not a city council- 
= cian, 

my 
mind but what he would get 
the maximum time of incar- 
ceration due to the magni- 
tude of the background of 

" 

However, Haro's City 
Council colleagueS said it 
was inevitable that Haro's 
seat would become vacant — 
either by Haro resigning or 
by the council declaring it 
vacant following eight 
unexcused absences by 
Haro. 

That being the case, the 
options before the City Coun-
cil are to fill Haro's unex-
pired term by appointment 
or to call a special election. 
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touncilman Haro Gets 
90-Day Prison Term 

. (Continued from Page A-1) 

But Nielen stressed the severity 
of Haro's crime, dismissing past 
statements by Haro's supporters 
who had compared the crime with 
other misdemeanors such as traffic 
violations. 

. "This misdemeanor is not like. 
 having a barking dog or running a 

traffic signal," the judge said at the 
beginning of his decision. . 

"It's a very serious misdemeanor. 
It involves dishonesty — plain, una-
dulterated dishonesty — and, really, 
theft from the United States govern-
ment, in effect." 

Because he said he "had such 
personal feelings" about , the case, , 
Nielsen disclosed that he polled his 
fellow judges before passing sen-
tence. 

"And I say that all of them agree 
with me that Mr. Haro has to go to 
jail, the only question being the 
length of time." 
"Other federal judges later con- 

firmed that Nielsen had consulted 
them. 

U.S. District Court Judge Howard 
B. Turrentine said: "I probably 
would have been more severe. He's 
a politician and a public figure. I 
think he should be held to a higher 
standard." 

Haro remained calm throughout 
the proceedings, standing still and 
gazing directly at the judge at the 
moment of sentencing. Seconds after 
the verdict was handed down and 
Nielsen refused to grant a 30-day 
delay in the beginning of the jail 
term, Haro turned to his left and 
gazed briefly at his wife. 

Only after he exited the courtroom 
and was surrounded by his shaken 
supporters did Haro's composure 
break. 

Earlier, in brief remarks to the 
judge prior to sentencing, Haro's 
voice was firm. 

In those remarks, Haro acknowl-
edged that he had made "a terrible 
mistake," and said, "I would ask 
your understanding and your 
compassion." 

Mitchell, his lawyer, was more 
expansive in his plea for a lighter 
sentence for the councilman. 

Mitchell strove to persuade the 
judge to put the case "in its proper 
perspective" and expressed concern 
that news reports of the case might 
enter the deliberations. 

"I hope they would have absolute-
ly no bearing," he said. 

Nielsen quickly replied, "They 
never have." 

Mitchell also stressed Haro's com-
munity service, his willingness to 
make financial restitution and the 
fact that the offenses occurred be-
fore Haro was appointed the the 
council in 1975._ 

Suggesting that Haro was being 
singled out for harsh treatment be-
cause of his status in the communi-
ty, Mitchell said, "If Mr. Haro were 
handled like any other defendant, 
straight probation would be in order. 

"I suggest to your honor that the 
pain to Mr. Haro and his family has 
been beyond belief," Mitchell added, 
hitting hard at what he considered 
+1 , n 1, , 1  - 	r)f 	i' , i1 ' 	' e. 

JUDGE SUGGESTED 
THAT HARO QUIT 

U.S. District Judge Leland C. Niel-
sen said yesterday that he had 
advised Jess D. Ham's attorney, 
John Mitchell, last month that Han 
ought to resign from the City Coun-
cil. 

Nielsen, in an interview, said he 
made the suggestion to Mitchell ei-
ther before or after Haro pleaded 
guilty to a charge of customs fraud. 

The judge was asked if the 90-day 
prison sentence given Haro would 
have been different had the council-
man heeded his advice. 

"It might have," Nielsen replied. 
"I don't know. I certainly would 
have considered it." 

The judge also said he believed 
Haro would not have been appointed 
to the City Council in 1975 had he 
disclosed that he was under investi-
gation by the U.S. Customs Bureau. 

applied fairly and evenhandedly 
from a prosecutorial point of view," 
Walsh said. 

That prosecution and yesterday's 
sentence, however, have come under 
attack. 

Rachael Ortiz, director of the Bar-
rio Youth Station, a community ser-
vice organization in Haro's district, 
waited outside the courtroom yester-
day and wept when she learned of 
Haro's fate. 

She blasted the sentence as racist. 
"It was too severe, too harsh," she 

said. "I think he (Nielsen) has a 
very low opinion of Mexicans. To 
him, it's an everyday thing to sock it 
to them:" 

She said Haro "has suffered hum-
iliation. He has made restitution. It 
was not necessary to move him from 
society at all." 

She said that leaders of the Chica-
no community would be meeting "to 
decide what we want to do." , 

She said she did not know if Chica-
no leaders would try to sway the 
council to excuse Haro's absences 
from council meetings while he is in 
jail. 

Jesse Ramirez, executive director 
of the Chicano Federation and a 
Haro supporter, however, said, after 
the sentencing that it is "a foregone 
conclusion" that the present P.epub-
lican-dominated council will not vote 
to save Haro's seat. , 

Ramirez said Haro should resign 
now "in light of the opposition" so he 
does not "prolong the agony." - 

"I don't like the attitude of the 
council, but that's the way it is," he 
said. "I don't know of a massive 
groundswell of the community that 
could make the council change its 
mind." • 

Emma Creel, 29, a member of the 
Chicano Federation's board of direc-
tors, added, "If Jess Haro was a 
white and a millionaire, this 
wouldn't have happened." 

Haro will not know for at least 
seven to 10 days to which prison he 
will be sent, according to Lowell 
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Mitchell, a Republican. 

However, the five other 
Republicans on the council, 
including Mayor Wilson, 
have been suggesting an ap-
pointment be made, al- 

, though some differences 
. may emerge on whether the 

appointment should be made 
on an interim basis. 

Councilman Larry Stirling 
has suggested an interim ap-
pointment might be appro-
priate, presuming that 
someone can be found to 
accept the $17,000-a-year 
post under the condition that 
he or she not run in 1979, 

' ' when Haro's term expires. 
Wilson and City Council 

members Fred Schnaubelt, 
Bill Lowery and Tom Gade 

(Continued on A11, Co1.1)  

• '  7:14. get  
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ceration due to the magni-
tude of the background of 
this case." 

Nielsen explained later in 
the opinion that he gave 
Haro a • shorter prison sen-
tence than the maximum be-

, cause of the heavy fines that ' 
Haro had agreed to pay the 
government. 

The maximum sentence 
` for a misdemeanor was one 
 year. 

Later in his ruling, Nielsen 
added, "I do not feel in the 
present circumstances in 
this country that a politician 
as such can expect, to be 
treated other than someone 
else. 

"And it's only because, 
then, of the tremendous 
monetary penalty that he 
has agreed to pay that I am 
going to sentence him as I 
am." 

When he admitted his guilt 
in June, Haro agreed to pay 
$51,876 in fines and lost cus-
toms duties. 

Admittedly anguished by 
what he called one of the 
most difficult sentencing de-
cisions I have had to face in 
10 years," Nielsen praised 
Haro's work as a' council-
man since 1975 and added, 
"I only regret that I find 
myself in the position of hav-
ing to sentence the first one 
of his ethnic background 
who has . ever served upon 
our City Council." 

A\ (Continued on A-3, Col. 5) 
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with a chorus of shouts in the affirm-' 7, • • ative. 	, 	, 	• 	• 	• 

Other television reporters got 
caught up in the verbal fray by 
pointing out that Haro had pleaded 
guilty to the customs fraud charges 
and suggesting that his supporters 
were in effect attempting to get him . 
special treatment. . 

All such suggestions were met -with 
angry retorts by the crowd gathered in 
the brightly decorated conference 
room. -.• 

Baca, however, was the chief 
spokesman and patiently responded to 
suggestions by reporters that the 
Chicano community has little hope of 
convincing a City Council majority to 
excuse Haro during his jail sentence. 

"Obviously, we have to change the 
minds of some councilmen." Baca con-
ceded. 

But he expressed confidence that 
the uphill fight will be won by a com- 
bination of demonstrations at the City 

Please Turn to Page 2, Coil 



A source'close to Haro later 'On-
firmed the essence of Baca's state-
ments, but said no time has been set for 
a Haro statement. 

Haro's no-show prompted several 
television reporters to repeatedly 
question the councilman's absence, 
pointing out that organizers of the 
news conference had assured his pres-
ence. 

After several questions of this type, 
about 200 Haro supporters who 
crowded into the conference room 
cheered loudly when Rachel Ortiz. a 
conference organizer. told reporters 
they were becoming "hung up on why 
he's not here." . 

At another point, Ms. Ortiz charged 
that a large part of Haro's troubles 
could be traced to the news media 
which she said has "distorted every-
thing' about Haro's record. 

The charges prompted one.televi-
sion reporter to ask defensively. "Are 
you charging that we are part of the 
conspiracy?" 



I t 
There has been a great deal of furor in recent weeks 

involving the political future and the legal problems of 
San Diego City Councilman Jess Haro. 

Councilman Haro agreed in court to a statement of 
facts stipulating that he removed merchandise involved in 
a United States Custom investigation. He further agreed 
to duties of $5,700 and penalities of $46,000. He awaits 
sentencing on the misdemeanor charge July 17. The 
alleged• crime transpired prior to Haro's appointment to 
the San Diego City Council and spans a period from 1969 to 
1973. 

Many people, including the San Diego Union and 
Tribune and local television stations, have called for 
Councilman Haro's resignation, saying he has been 
"convicted" of a "serious crime."To this day, Councilman 
Haro has been silent on the matter. . • • - 

It is not our intention to defend, nor to explain. It is our 
intention to examine the political events surrounding this 
case and attempt to put some perspective into all of these 
proceedings. 

In the first case, we have a brand new aggressive U. S. 
Attorney, Michael Walsh. Mr. Walsh has let it be known 
both privately and publicly that he intends to "make a 
name for.  himself;" that he intends to- "turn this city 
upside down." Our sources for these statements are both 
in and out of the U. S. Attorney's office. Our sources, 
obviously, wish to remain anonymous. They state that 
there is no doubt that the U. S. Attorney's office is in-
tended to become highly political and highly visible with 
the media. In other words, the U. S. Attorney's office is 
going on the campaign trail to establish a name for Walsh 
and to lay the foundation for his own political aspirations. 
Fine. This is nothing new, Mr. Walsh did not invent this, 
but it needs to be put into perspective. 

Additionally, it is important to remember that Mr. 
Walsh is the third U. S. Attorney to review the Jess Haro
case. The previous two U.S. Attorneys (both Republican), 
declined any action, citing that the case was essentially a 
civil matter involving a small amount of custom goods 
and the U. S. Attorney's office had no business sticking its 
nose in it. The original complaint, back in 1969 was for $430 
in unpaid custom duties. 

Since that time, Mr. Haro has risen in stature, become 
a Democratic activist. and was appointed to the San Diego 
City Council; ; 

At that point Mr. Haro apparently made enemies. He 
made enemies in local government and he made enemies 
especially in the U. S. Customs Department. During all 
these years, this case has lain fallow. Mr. Haro has at-
tempted to resolve it. Our sources tell us there are many 
documents that have been sent to Mr. Haro that relate to 
his trying tq settle this whole proceeding with U. S. 
Customs. At no time was there ever the slightest hint, 
suggestion or inclination or part of the U. S. Attorney's 
office indicating it was taking procedural action. In fact, 
one source tells us Mr. Haro was sent a letter from U. S. 
Customs that indicates the whole matter was resolved and 
all Mr. Haro had to do was pay the fine — $50,000 — and 
the matter would be dropped. The date on this letter is in 
late 1977. -4..." '" • 

It is important to note the media is playing a large role 
in all of this. It's been a relatively quiet spring and a 
relatively quiet summer. There's a gigantic war shaping 
up between the San Diego Union, the Tribune and the 
invading Los Angeles Times. There really hasn't been a 
lot of goodt"seandal news" for anybody to get their teeth 
into. Hence the overreaction to Haro's case. We have to 
add the fact that generally the media in this city is 
Republican, conservative and concerned with the status 
quo. They generally fear or oppose any radical changes in 
our social order..  

Mr. Haro represents change in its entire magnitude. 
He was appointed to the city council to fill the unexpired 
term of Councilman Jim Bates when Mr. Bates was 
elected to the board of supervisors. Mr. Haro was 
essentially beholden to no one when he was appointed to 
the city council, although there were many wild rumors 
that he was in Mayor Pete Wilson's pocket. Any long-time 
observer of the political scene has to know that this view 
has to be the most inaccurate assessment that has been 
made. In fact, Jess Haro is Mayor Wilson's number one 
challenger Icir the mayoral campaign next year. 	• 

It also is appropriate to point out that the supporters of 
. , Mayor Wilton are aware of Councilman Haro's 

aspirationi for the mayor's job and this, too, has a role to • 
play in this little drama. 
. , So essentially what we have is a tiighly charged and 
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highly political U. S. Attorney who is looking to make a 
name for himself. We haveka long-time history of the U. S. 
Customs Department and Councilman Haro attempting to 
work out some sort of reasonable agreement. We have a 
situation where Councilman Haro was in the private 
sector and then became part of the public sector when 
appointed to city council, who then made instant enemies 
among certain sections of the community, including the 
U. S. Customs Department. Additionally, by being in-
volved in the political process and political situation, 
Councilman Haro made political enemies, not the least of i 

 which would classify the potential rivalry betweenhimand 
Pete Wilson for the mayor's job. 
. In attempting to explain all of this, it is difficult for us 
to buy the U. S. Attorney's story: Councilman Haro"  
somehow is one of theli,,oist and most desperate criminals 
to reach our shores since the days of the Barbary Coast ; 
when the pirates looted and plundered the countryside. In 
addition to that, Councilman Haro is somehow an 
unethical and immoral person. We would suggest to you 
this is nothing more than window dressing on the part of 
the U. S. Attorney to strengthen his case as a vigorous, 
aggressive, high-profile, prosecutor who is not giong to 
stop short of anything to insure that the bad guys go to jail. 
Also, we might add, Mike Walsh made quite a name for 
himself; he got a lot of good press. But the root cause of 
Haro's case, is the U. S. Customs Dept. and its antiquated 
regulations. Our investigation has shown that with the U. 
S. Customs Department, if you're an importer ,  -exporter, 
as Jess Haro was in the late '60s and early '70s, you must 
go to what is called a Customs Broker. This is the person 
who helps you assign value, and the all-important customs 
number, to your goods. This broker advises you on how to 
classify your material, under what name to list it, and 
what number to give it. He essentially handles all of the 
paper work and the administrative duties for you. For this 
he is paid a fee. 

Now the simple act of assigning a number or telling the 
Customs Department what it is you're importing doesn't 
sound too complicated; however, it's extremely com-
plicated. For example, calling paper, raw paper, as op-
posed to calling it finished paper may result in two dif-
ferent types of duties, even though it is essentially the 
same item. Legitimate customs officials and customs 
brokers will tell you that this happens. 

People import goods and assign a different name and a 
different I.D. number to it. The customs officials will 
inspect tliese goods and see that they are what the 
documents say and tax it at'a lower rate. While all this is 
going on, the individual merchant or importer is not. 
subject to any of the laws of the United States of America. 

There is no due process, there is no right to a trial, 
there is no Fifth Amendment, there is no Fourteenth 
Amendment and there are no petitions for the individual 
rights of a person importing goods into the United States. 
You are guilty until you are proved innocent once the 
fraud division moves in to the situation. 

This is not an uncommon thing involving international 
import-export. The same is true when you come into the 
county after visiting Mexico. Even though you are a 
United States citizen, you have no rights once you meet 
the customs and immigration people. 

What' transpires is that someone feels the items have 
not been valued properly in the Customs Department. It is 
then referred immediately to the fraud division even 
though there is no intent to defraud. It is simply the in-
spectors judgment that the value assigned, or the I. D. 
number, is not correct. There are no if, ands, buts about 
this. 

It's an administrative matter to be sure, but by the 
same token, once the case goes to the fraud division, it is 
then investigated on the premise that the person is at-
tempting to defraud the United States government. There : 
is not one bit of evidence at this point. There has not been 
one hearing before a judge. There has not' been one , 
question asked of the individual. In this business none of 1 
that needs to transpire. You are guilty until proven in- i t 

 nocent. . .. 
After that the case goes to an entirely adminstrating 

route whereby paper work must go back and forth bet-
ween the importer and the local customs office, between ! 
the importer and the U. S. Customs office in Washington, , 

 between the local customs office and the Washington 
customs office and so forth. It is not Unusual for these 
cases to drag on and on, simply , because of the ad-. ,-‘ 	. 	•. ministradve hassles: - - 	- 

We suspect 'this .  is - ivhat has transpired 'with Coun- q 
•• 	:4:- 	 -4 	• 	' 
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the public payroll, then we would say that perhaPs there's 
a case to be made against Councilman Hare, But none of 
these allegations have ever been raised by the media or 
anyone else. :  

We suspect what we have is a series of circumstances 
that unfortunately have come to bear against Cbuncilman 
Haro. One is that Michael Walsh, the U. S. Attorney, is 
seeking to make a name for himself and to erase what he 
considers to be the political blight on his record that he 
was one  of the premier defense attorneys involved in the 
C. Arnholt Smith case. He, in fact, was the co-defense 
attorney for Smith himself, and was the principal defense 
attorney for Philip Toth, one of Smith's henchmen. 

We think Mr, Walsh speculated that by "bringing 
down" Councilman Haro for what has to be one of the 
most minor charges and a stipulated series of facts, he 
(Walsh) would not have to defend himself against charges 
of being soft on "fat cats" like Smith. We think Mr. Walsh 
saw a chance to feather his own political nest and to show 
that he can go after the big guys. It is coincidental, of 
course, that Councilman Haro opposed Michael Walsh's 
appointment as U. S. Attorney. Sure it is. 

The old political axiom applies here: don't get mad, get 
even. Apparently Walsh is getting even. In additionwe feel 
the pressure on Councilman Haro and the calls for his 
resignation are entirely from the San Diego Union and 
Tribune and some of the broadcast media in San Diego. 
Why? Because Councilman Haro also is a rival to Mayor 
Wilson and no one in those circles wants anything bad to 
happen to Pete Wilson. 

We think some of the calls for Councilman Haro's 
resignation are simply knee-jerk reactions based upon an 
emotional response to a series of one-sided facts given by-
the prosecution. 

At his point, COun .cilman Haro has not stated his side of 
the story. There have been certain veiled statements 
attributed to people around Councilman Haro, but he has 
not made a public statement. We think his record and 
accomplishments merit a chance for his side to be told. 

We think, and this perhaps pains us the most, we see a 
certain amount of lynch-mob mentality in the media-- . 
They have a sense of blood in their mouth and now they're' -
going for the jugular vein. They want to deprive Coun-
cilman Haro of his job. They want to bring him down. 
They want the thrill of victory. They all want to become 
little Woodwards and Bernsteins so they can force a high-
ranking elected official out of office. Afterall, they can 
then write books about it.  

What is so interesting is there are probably as many 
Watergates within the local media as there are in 
government. But we do not have anyone to investigate the 

fact, the , whole occurence happened when he was a  media. The free press refuses to investigate itself.:- - - 

private citizen. -- 	. 
Additionally it is interesting to note our friends in the 	

Dan Wilkens 

media are very biased about saying that even though it 	
Publisher 

happened when Councilman Haro was a pri .. ate citizen, 	- 
he is now public and there can only be o- system of 
justice in our countryand that's equal to all before the 
law. Fine. We agree with that. We feel confident that 
Councilman Haro agrees with that. 

We are not asking for anything other than that. What 
we are suggesting is that people not condemn someone 
who has done a world of good, who has conducted himself 
in a professional manner, and who is, in fact, one of the 
most dynamic and exciting elected officials on the local 
scene, before he has a chance to tell his side of the story. 
We're asking people to judge him on his actions as an 

. elected official. We're asking people to judge Councilman 
Haro on his abilities as an elected official. _ 

If Councilman Haro was known as an elected official . 
:who took junkets and appeared all over the countryside, _ 
= who clearly involved himself in land deals that possibly= 
'raised conflicts of interest in principal, if not in law, that' 
-
there was a question about his spending habits as a city: 
councilman or that all of his friends and relatives were on - 

.7. ` 
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cilman Haro. Our sources indicate he has had an on-going 
dialogue, written, verbal, or otherwise, with the customs 
people for the last five or six years, all in attempt to work 
out some sort of settlement. '  

Remember, and it is important to remember, that in 
order for you to be referred to the Fraud Division of the 
United States Customs Department, you do not have to be 
accused of intent to defraud the government. All you have 
to do is have a minor administrative error or have your 
customs broker assign the wrong name or the wrong I.D. 
number to your goods and it's automatically into the 
Fraud Division. 

And then, because you're dealing with the United 
States government and because Councilman Haro is an 
elected official now, the United States government has a 
way of making sure the system protects itself. No one is 
going to admit now that perhaps they have acted unwisely 
or hastily, or without the proper judgment in the U.S. 
Customs office. No one is going to admit this whole thing 
could have been caused by an administrative error or 
misjudgment on the part of the customs inspector. 

No, no one is going to admit that now, because Coun-
cilman Haro is in the public eye and no one would believe 
it if it was to be admitted now. 

Since we have•an ideal system of justice in our country, 
we wonder why we have one system that allows an in-
dividual to quietly, with no publicity, pay a fine that major 
corporations have been guilty of for the last 20 years in the 
import business. No one knows they have, in fact, gone 
through the same procedural problems that Councilman 
Haro did. But not Haro. Why? 

The difference is that Councilman Haro is a public 
official. Some people claim that public officials, like 
Caesar's wife, have to be beyond reproach. You can't even 
suspect them of doing anything: the illusion of misconduct 
is as bad as the actual misconduct. To this we reply: 
horsefeathers. 

It is usually our friends and brothers and sisters in the 
media who take this rather elitist view of elected officials. 
The media is awfully fond of saying they are the cham-
pions of the small person and they're going to make sure 
the powerful, rich and greedy elected officials do not 
gouge the public. But we ask a questign. Where was the 
public gouged in this particular incident involving 
Councilman Haro? 

Has there ever been any hint or the slightest indication 
that Councilman Haro has misused his office, misap-
propriated funds, or in general done things that put him in 
a conflict of interest since he's been on the city council? 
No, but we're applying these high standards of behavior to 

'Councilman !Taro becausehe's a public official when, in 





ALFRED JaCOBY 

Haro Episode Not A Shining . Hopr 
There is an editor here at The San 

Diego Union who recalls once having 
to explain why he was napping while 
listening to a political speech. His 
answer was that with an advance 
text of the speech, his main job was 
to insure the talk was given as 
written. - 

Even so, he acknowledges now, he 
also had an obligation to look like a 
reporter — wide-awake and alert 
and paying attention. Even then, 
reporters were watched closely by a 
public that is eternally suspicious of 
their motives. 

That long-ago episode came to 
mind this past week in the flurry of 
angry 'denunciations of reporters for 
both the print and electronic media 
covering the Jess Haro case. 

The Haro case has been at an 
emotional boiling point from the 
very start. The feeling that Haro 
was prosecuted unfairly — a charge 
denied strongly by government law-
yers — has been very real to Haro 
supporters. 

In addition, the story took weeks to 
develop — first in Haro's brief court 
appearance, then in the time it took 
to prepare a probation report and 
then in 'the time until his sentencing 
hearing last Monday. 

Through it all, Haro (as he had 
every right to do) remained silent, 
declined to say what he might do if 
he were sentenced to jail, refused to 
say if he'd resign from office. Haro 
(or anyone else who admits a crime, 
as he has) is not required to talk to 
the media. But, on the other hand, 
Haro was also cutting himself off 
from access to the general public by 
not making his views known through 
the media. 

As a local radio news director said 
the other day, "Just because the 
principal in a story refuses to talk in 
a case doesn't mean we can auto-
matically drop the story." 

The result has been that the 
media, especially The San Diego 
Union, have had to seek other sourc-
es, usually Haro's colleagues and 
fellow council members. 

* * 	• 

That, in turn, resulted in consider-
able bitterness among Haro support-
ers. (A typical comment was that of 
a supporter at a news conference 
last Thursday: "Especially in the 
print media, there have been 
outright lies . . . people have been 
quoted as saying things they didn't 
say." No specifics were presented to 
back up this allegation, however.) 

Should all this have precipitated 
the verbal and physical pushing and 
shoving outside the Federal Court-
house last Monday morning after 
Haro was sentenced to jail? Should it 
have also brought on a press confer-
ence on Thursday that was ill-han-
dled with overblown questioning, an  

unfair print story and an unfair 
radio reference? 

It seems to me that there's a 
parallel in the Haro case to that 
long-ago 'reporter who was napping 
at a speech. Both sides had an 
obligation lo be more than careful, 
because everyone was watching. 
The media, however, have a greater 
obligation, because we're supposed 
to be trained to handle these situa-
tions. 

What happened last Monday re-
mains a matter for debate and legal 
action. Channel 10's reporter and 
photographer claimed they were 
pushed and shoved by Haro support-
ers who wanted to prevent inter-
views and filming. Haro's support-
ers, in turn, say they were verbally 
and physically abused by the Chan-
nel 10 reporter. 

All this was reported in The San 
Diego Union. What was not reported, 
and should have been, was the fact 
that a Union-Tribune photographer 
at one point also got into a verbal 
sparring match with a Haro support-
er. 

* * • 

Things continued on the same bit-
ter level Thursday, when Haro didn't 
appear, as scheduled, at a news 
conference called in his behalf.-
Instead, a statement was read at-
tacking the case and charging a 
conspiracy. 

Mass news conferences, especially 
those at which the reporters are 
outnumbered .  by supporters of the 
speaker, are a waste, anyhow. It's 
impossible to ask probing questions, 
the TV cameras turn the conference 
into an exhibition, and little more 
than managed information can be 
offered. - 

Most reporters, especially print 
reporters who seek the deeper, side 
of the news, object to them and hate 
to attend. 

In Thursday's case, the reading of 
the prepafed statement first brought 
on a series of fairly good and prob-
ing questions by a reporter for Chan-
nel 8. The answers were apparently 
not to his taste because (and I base 
this on a tape recording of the 
meeting) his questions grew increas-
ingly hostile and strident. 

"Do you honestly believe . . " the 
reporter prefaced one question. "Do 
you have any evidence that would 
help to convince me . . . " he pre-
faced another. 

Another reporter, from Channel 
39, asked a question that lasted a full 
minute. (Try it: It's an incredible 
length of time for a question.) It 
was, at best, a poorly organized 
question; at worse, it was an unnec-
essary speech. 

Meanwhile, the city's all-news 
radio station, KSDO, broadcast the 
conference live. On at least' one  

occasion, the studio broadcaster :, ex-
plaining the conference, referred to 
the reading of the prepared state-
ment as a tirade., 

Sorrie reporters later said there 
was a feeling, especially on the part 
of TV reporters on the scene, that 
trouble might break out. At least two 
of the three local stations assigned 
two camera crews to the conference 
— "one to film the conference, and 
one to film the film crews if there 
was any trouble," as one TV report-
er cynically put it. 

Afterward, the Evening Tribune, 
in its late edition report on the news 
conference, went far beyond the 
bounds of impartial reporting in re-
ferring to argumentative and loaded 
questions by TV reporters in its 
story. 

All in all, it was not an especially 
good week for those who believe that 
reporters should report, not be TV 
stars or editorial writers or even 
advocates. 

* * * 

It would not be difficult, especially 
if one were a Haro supporter, to 
believe that the local media were out 
to get their man. At the same time, 
these same Haro supporters show a 
considerable lack of understanding 
(or unwillingness to understand) the 
media's role. 

The obligation of the media, 
whether print (which has a lot more 
time, money and space to report the 
news) or electronic (which functions 
too often as a'bulletin service with 
virtually no attempt to examine, 
news in depth), is to the public at 
large. A feeling, seemed to exist at 
times in last Thursday's news con-
ference that Haro's supporters had 
set themselves as the only judges of 
the facts. 

The truth of the matter is that the 
reporter's obligation is to gather as 
much information as possible and 
present it to the public. 

The reporter isn't supposed to take 
sides. For the most part, I'm con-
vinced that most reporters don't. 

But — and I'm forced again to 
recall that reporter who napped un-
wisely during a speech many years 
ago — the obligation is equally im-
portant to not appear to be taking 
sides, either. 

In San Diego last week, the media, 
especially the electronic media, 
didn't live up to those obligations. 

* • * 

It is the policy of The San Diegc 
Union to correct all errors. To dis-
cuss questions of accuracy or fair 
ness, please write "Reader's Repre 
sentative," Box 191, San Diegf 
Calif. 92112, or telephone 299-31r 
Extension 1525. 



Diego's increasing Chicano 
population have no vote —
either illegal aliens or, as is 
more frequently the case, 
persons here legally but not 
as citizens — local Chicano 
political clout has never 
matched the numbers. 

There was never a Chica- 

no city councilman before 
Haro and, many Chicanos 
fear, there may never be 
another one — or at least 
one who can be reelected —
if Haro is allowed to surren-
der his seat without a pro-
test. 

(Continued on B-12, Col. 1) 

Unfortunately for Haro, 
however, there is little evi-
dence that the campaign to 
save him has been — or 
could be — successful given 
the facts in the case and the 
political makeup of the coun-
cil. 

(Continued on B-12, Col. 1) 

ANALYSIS 	5, D. (■{ 4 J C) n 7-13 -7 8  

Haro Issue Sparks Divisiveness. 
Barrio Residents 	Council Seat Loss 
Take It Personally 	Appears Imminent 

By MICHAEL D. LOPEZ 
Staff Writer, The San Diego Union  . 	.  

, In Barrio Logan, a week of highly-charged emotion over 
the Jess Haro affair has resulted in accusations and 
recriminations in all directions. 

On one side, U.S. Attorney Michael Walsh — the man 
who aggressively pursued the case against the Sth District . 
councilman — contended that Haro "whs given a substan-
tial break." 

On the other side — in the streets of the barrio — Haro's 
90-day sentence for customs fraud and the almost certain 
loss of his City Council seat 
has generated charges of 
blatant racism. 

In the middle is _the City 
Council, which probably will 
be forced to go on record 
determining Haro's fate. Be- 

, hind the scenes, those coun-
cilmen who had hoped to 
avoid such a stand are puz-
zled at the strong communi-
ty reaction to Haro's sen-
tencing. 

Like them, much of San 
Diego's Anglo community 
has been at odds trying to 

i.  figure out why the Chicano 
community is so willing to 
put its political clout on the 
line for a man who has open-
ly admitted that he broke the 
law. 

What they don't under-
stand is that to most Chica-
nos interviewed last week, 
Haro's punishment is the 
issue. Not his crime. 
. To Haro's supporters, one 
theme — usually included in 
news reports in an offhand 
way — goes a long way to 
explain this expenditure of 
often-hoarded Chicano politi-
cal clout. 

That theme, a constant re-
minder to Chicanos of the 
years of discrimination 
against them and their 
meager recent political 
gains, is: "Jess Haro is San 
Diego's first and only Chica-
no city councilman in 100 
years." 

One hundred years. 
The words, mean more to 

Haro's supporters than a 90-
day sentence. 

Because so many of San  

By GEORGE E. CONDON JR. 
Politics Writer, The Son Diego Union 

Six days ago, the Jess Haro story was a tale of personal 
tragedy filled with poignancy as the community witnessed 
the anguish of a popular councilman, his family and his 
friends at what is likely to be the end of a once-promising 
career. 

Today, following a week of tears, curses, recriminations 
and infighting, Jess Haro — a supplicant turned battler —
is at the center of a story that has become thoroughly 
politicized. 

His supporters, distraught 
and bitter over the 90-day 
prison sentence meted out 
Monday to the Sth District 
councilman for customs 
fraud, have decided to fight 
for Ham on the political _ 
front. 

JESS HARO 
... center of controversy 

Haro's friends are trying 
to muster sufficient political 
pressure to force a majority 
of the City Council to vote to 
excuse Haro's absences 
from council while he is 
serving his sentence. Ideal-
ly, Haro's backers would 
like to persuade U.S. District 
Judge Leland C. Nielsen that 
his 90-day sentence was, 

Sto 4.  Photo indeed, "harsh, unjust and 
loaded with racist over- 
tones" and should be 
reduced. 

To them, it has become 
whites against Chicanos. 
The powerful against the 
helpless. Rich against poor. 
Republicans against Demo-
crats. The news media 
against the truth. 

The world against Jess 
Haro. 



Diego's increasing Chicano 
population have no vote —
either illegal aliens or, as is 
more frequently the case, 
persons here legally but not 
as citizens — local Chicano 
political clout has never 
matched the numbers. 

There was never a Chica- 

no city councilman t 
Haro and, many Chi' 
fear, there may nev( 
another one — or at 
one who can be reelect 
if Haro is allowed to si 
der his seat without a 
test. 

(Continued on 8-12, Ci 

Seat Loss Appears Imminent 
(Continued from Page B-1) 

-• Judge Nielsen is the only one who 
can reduce the sentence. His deci-

-- - ion cannot be appealed to any high- 
er 

 
 court. Having stated forcefully on 

Monday that Haro was guilty of 
;'.,' "unadulterated dishonesty" and dis-
: closing that some of his fellow judg- 

-:,... es had -urged him to mete out an - 
even heavier sentence, Nielsen is 

_ unlikely to be swayed by any protest k 
in the Chicano community. 

^ 	Similarly, success seems elusive 
in City Council chambers where the 

_ Republican domination is even more 
assured today with the demise of 

,,, 'DemoCrat Haro. 
`-'Nid_ ' Those councilmen have won past 
C _elections without Chicano votes and 
t are unlikely to reverse themselves 

Cv, — as they did recently on the ques-
cm _ tion of voting themselves pay raises 

I — '--- in the face of a threat that 
N., Chicano supporters of Ha_ro will re- 

taliate at the polls. , 	' 
. To change the minds of those •-... 

councilmen who have stated publicly -
c::, "that they will vote against excusing 
■. Haro's absences, Haro's - backers 
C--  must demonstrate significant sup-

,.. port from the white community that  

can make a differenee in council-
manic'bids for reelection. . -.  

Friends of the councilman have 
chosen a strange way to demon- _ 
strate that broad-based community 
support, gearing most of their argu-
ments to Chicanos support and 
clashing repeatedly with the San 
Diego news media — their` only real 
link to the majdrity of San Diego 
voters who could influence the coun-
cil majority. 

The one person who could have 
been the most effective weapon in 
shaping public opinion — HarO him-
self — has been silent. 

In his absence, the personal issue 
of the agony he is enduring or the 
personal hardship brought upon his 
family by his wrongdoing has been 
blurred. Instead, sharp political and 
racial lines are being drawn. Anti-
Haro positions have been hardening 
on council. 

Barring a last minute reduction in _ 
a sentence from the judge, Haro's 
best hope, 'according to some of his 
backers, is to try to - maintain his 
political contacts in his district even 
while in prison. Then, if the city opts 
for elections to council from districts 

to replace the current citywide elec-
tions, Haro could work to rebuild his 
political career in the future. 

If his present strategy persists, 
however, they fear that even that 
slim hope may be dashed as the 
reservoir of good will toward Jess 
Haro, the man, is wasted by Jess 
Haro, the politician. 
Cigarette Blamed 
In $37,500 Fire 

A fire that caused $37,500 damage 
to a home at 4105 Texas St. early 
yesterdaywas the result of a burn-

, ing cigarette, a Fire Department 
spokesman said. 

Three engines and 19 firefighters 
responded to the 6:22 alarm. The 
blaze was brought under control 
within 20 minutes. 

No injuries were reported. 

Thieves Get Heavy Haul 
Michael E. O'Keefe, owner of the 

Over-Easy Production Co. at 4790 
Voltaire St., told police 22 cases of 
assorted brands of beer, four cases 
of rose wine, a stero ,receiver, tape 
deck and amplifier and $29 in coins 
were missing from the business . 

Ham Issue Becomes Barrio Crusade 
_ (Continued from Page B-1) 

g To them, Haro, then little known in 
1.2 the community, stepped into a politi- 

- Cal void in 1975. He was appointed to 
the council and then elected — the 
first crack in the door for Chicanos. 
Since, often on the losing end of 
votes in council, he has come to be 

-seen as the one voice in city govern- 
:Tment speaking for the residents of 
- -the barrio. 
- - Today, his Chicano supporters do 
_I; not want to be on the losing end 

'again. 
----, They do not want to start over 
:-.- again on whomever is selected by a 
-- council that is heavily Republican 

and undeniably conservative. 

cal c 
That theme, a constant re-

minder to Chicanos of the 
years of discrimination 
against them and their 
meager recent political 
gains, is: "Jess Haro is San 
Diego's first and only Chica-
no city councilman in 100 
years." 

One hundred years. 
The words, mean more to 

Haro's supporters than a 90-
day sentence. 

Because so many of San 

Thus, their often emotional de-
fense of Haro this past week has not 
been generated by a belief that Haro 
has done no ,wrong. It has surfaced 
because they believe that his good 
deeds on the council outweigh the 
charges to which he pleaded guilty. 

Additionally, burdened by years of 
-discrimination, Haro's supporters do 
not believe and never will believe 
that he was treated fairly by the 
criminal justice system. 

"We -don't condone white collar 
crime," said Jesse Ramirez, execu-
tive director of the Chicano Federa-
tion. "If a man is caught with las 
manos en la masa (hands in the 
dough), then he should pay. But how 

— Vat 

JESS HARO 
... center of controversy 

much should he pay? Is Haro's sen-
tence consistent?" 

Barrio residents have observed . 
the judicial handling of certain cele-
brated Anglo defendents in recent 
years. They've seen what they know 
as "Anglo justice" meted out to 
those who could afford lengthy and 
expensive trials. And they nod their 
heads knowingly when they hear 
Herman Baca, chairman of the 
Committee on Chicano Rights, speak 
of white justice as "just us." 

"This is not a Watergate," 
Ramirez says. "This is a Watergate 
with a passion. Watergate with 
blood." 

That Haro's prison sentence 
atones for his wrongdoings, Barrio 
people say, is enough. , 

That it effectively also removes 
him from public office, they say, is 
too much. 

They fear that their show of 
strength in numbers is their only 
hope for swaying public opinion, 

—because their only strength remains 
in their voices as long as they have 
no power at the ballot box. 

"You don't know what's best for 
us," reads a placard carried by a 
Chicano youth outside the Chicano 
Federation, a *message to the Anglo 1. 

 majority. 
A few feet away, spray-painted 

Mon a concrete pillar in Chicano 
Park, is another, more , poignant 
message to white San Diegans. It 
speaks of Aztlan, now part of the 
United States, but once a place ' 
where the Chicano ruled without 
fear or green cards. 

"AZTLAN! LOVE IT OR LEAVE 
IT." 

q 



Herman Baca, spokesman for a coali-
tion of Chicano community groups, top, 
talks to reporters yesterday at a rally in 
support of City Countilman Jess Ilkm. 

—Staff Photos by Jerry Windle and Cindy Lubke 

Below, U.S. Attorney Michael Walsh also 
called in reporters to answer the charges 
of Chicano leaders who assailed his pros-
ecution of Ham. - 1 

Haro Backers Vent Anger 
Walsh Refutes Allegations 
Walsh Says Haro Has 
Only Himself To Blame 

U.S. Attorney Michael Walsh, bristling at 
implications that he had prosecuted Jess 

• Haro for racial and political _reasons, yester-
day accused the prison-bound councilman 
and his supporters of attempting "to try the 
case in the streets." - - 

"Mr. Haro now blames everybody but 
himself for his troubles," said Walsh in a 
statement read tersely to reporters. "He and 
his supporters attack the U.S. attorney, they 
attack the judge, and they attack the media."  

Text of Baca, Walsh statements — A -4 1  

He added: "It is Mr. Haro's conduct and 
not the conduct of the U.S. attorney or the 
court that is the cause of Mr. Ham's troubles. 

"It is his conduct and no one else's which 
has brought him into disrepute and caused 
such anguish among the Mexican-American 
community. No amount of rhetoric, no 
amount of charges and countercharges, can 
change that plain and simple fact." 

Walsh stressed that Haro pleaded guilty to 
the misdemeanor charge of customs fraud 
and voluntarily gave up his right to a jury 

, trial.' 
(Continued on A-5, Col. 2)  

Chicano Groups Assail 
Nielsen, Walsh, Media 

By GEORGE E. CONDON JR. 
Politics Writer, The Son Diego Union 

Supporters of Jess Haro, working to gait 
public sympathy while the embattled council 
-man privately readies a fmal legal battle t 
save his seat on Council, yesterday charge l 
that Ham is a victim of racial and political 
persecution. 

In a strongly worded attack on Ham' 
prosecutor and judge, a coalition of Chinn! 
community groups said Haro was targetel 
for political extinction because he is a Chica 
no. 

The attack drew a quick and angry rejoin 
der from Michael Walsh; the U.S. attorne. 

, who personally supervised the prosecution a 
Ham for federal customs fraud. Walsh tol 
reporters that Ham could blame only himsel 
for his legal dilemma. - ' 

Ham, who decided not to appear at 
scheduled press conference on advice of hi 
lawyer, remained in seclusion in his horn( 
He has maintained, public silence since Mon 
day when he was sentenced to 90 days i 
federal prison for a misdemeanor violatio 
involving the repeated use of dual invoices i 
his import business. , 

(Continued on A-8, Col. 1) 
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Haro Backers Assail Sentence 
(Continued from Page A-1) 

• There, his friends said yes- 
terday, Haro conferred with 
his lawyer and compiled do- 
•&imentation to buttress a 
final legal fight to reduce the 
ail sentence he is set to 

begin Aug. 7. 	- 
• At the same time that 
Haro's lawyer is waging that 
battle, Haro's supporters —
expected to be joined on 
Monday by Ham — plan to 
try to persuade San Diego 
voters and the rest of the 
City Council that Haro 
should retain the council 
Seat he has held since his 
appointment in 1975. 
• A critical element of that 
fight is Haro's contention 
that he was treated harshly 
because he is a Chicano and 
because he once crOssed 
Walsh politically. It was that 
argument — laced with 
denunciations of local re-
porters — that was the key 
to a sometimes raucous 
press conference by his sup-
porters yesterday at the Chi-
cano Federation. 

-To the applause of about 
-150 Haro backers encircling 
reporters at the press con-
ference, Herman Baca, 
spokesman for the coalition 
of groups, called the 90-day 
sentence "extremely harsh, 
unjust, loaded with racist 
overtones" and added it 
"represents to us once again 
a dual standard of justice." 

In a prepared statement, 
he said, "It appears to be a 
political and racial inquisi-
tion to get Councilman Haro 
out of his City Council seat." 

While stopping short of 
calling Walsh and U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Leland C. Niel-
sen racists — a charge loud-
ly endorsed by many in the 
crowd — Baca suggested 
that Haro's race Was a 
major factor in his downfall. 

"It doesn't escape us that 
Mr. Haro is of Mexican 
ancestry, that he is the first 
city councilman of Mexican 
ancestry to sit on City Coun-
cil in 100 years," he said. "It 
doesn't surprise us that once 
again we are experiencing 
what a lot of us experience 
everyday." 

Mocking Judge Nielsen's 
statement on Monday that 
he regretted sentencing the 
first Chicano councilman, 
Baca said, "Those are 
words. The deeds are that 
he, in fact, gave hlm 90 day' 
for a misdPir,---  

cent political and Percent Misquoted in local newspa-
judicial." pers and are not really push-
. "It is well known to all ing for a Haro resignation as 
that the U.S. attorney is out reported, she added, "You 
to make a name for himself just outright lie." 
and he has politiCal aspira- 	After applause, she said, 
tions," the groups' state- "You make Councilman 
ment stated. "Furthermore, Ham look like he's alone 
it is also our understanding when there are in fact some 
that the U.S. attorney was people on the council who 
extremely angry over the have not turned their backs 
fact that Councilman Haro on him." 
had refused to endorse him Baca acknowledged that 
(when he was being consid- Haro supporters have a 
ered for appointment to the tough task ahead if they are 
attorney's post).". to succeed in persuading a 

Making the point that 
Haro was treated more 
harshly than was former San 
Diego financier C. Arnholt 
Smith (who was not sent to 
prison after conviction for 
misappropriating $100 mil-
lion in funds), Baca charged 
— erroneously — that Walsh 
had been one of Smith's 
"premiere defense attor-
neys." 

Walsh actually did not rep-
resent Smith. Instead, Walsh 
was a lawyer for Philip Toft, 
a Smith associate. 

Baca called the prosecu-
tion of Haro "a con game 
that has been laid out by 
some politicians, by the judi-
cial system and, I have to 
state, by the news media." 

In fact, criticism of the 
news coverage of the Haro 
case dominated much of the 
press conference, with Haro 
supporters frequently booing 
questions that seemed to 
them to be argumentative or 
anti-Haro. 

"It's not our intention to 
come here today and con-
done. Mr. Haro's actions," 
Baca said. "The only thing 
we're saying is that there 
are other factors involved 
that the media has very con; 

 veniently overlooked." 
At one point, upset that 

reporters were dwelling on 
the facts that Haro had 
pleaded guilty to the charge 
and that he had not come to 
the press conference, Rachel 
Ortiz, a prime organizer of 
the campaign to back Haro, 
interrupted Baca. 

"We're trying to bring out 
things that you don't want to 
bring out — the good parts 
about Jess Haro," she,  said. 

To that, a reporter asked, 
"Now, you're trying to say 
we're a part of the 
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city attorney, said last nigh 
that the council would hav 
to act by next week if 
ballot arrangements are. 
be completed in time to hav e 
the citywide runoff Nov. 7 
the day of the regularl} 
scheduled statewide elec 
tion. Many councilman 
would prefer combining the 
elections to save money. 

To have a Nov. 7 runoff 
however, the city woulc 
have to schedule the Distric.  
8 primary before Sept. 1, hE 
said, because of the leac 
time needed to prepare bal. 
lots. However, to hold a pri 
mary before Sept. 1 wouk 
require the council to amenc 
several city ordinances anc 
such changes affecting filing 
of candidacies should bE 
made by next week, he said 

Baca said he hopes tha' 
Haro is successful in gettini 
Judge Nielsen to reduce the 
90-day sentence so Haro doe: 
not need to miss many meet 
ings. 

Such a request had not ye 
been filed by Haro's lawyer 
John Mitchell ;  last night 
Mitchell declined commen 
on his strategy when con 
tacted by The Union. 

Such a reduction is entire 
ly up to Nielsen. 

Baca, apologizing foi 
Haro's absence from yester 
day's press conference, sal( 
Haro told him that he woulE 
meet reporters Mon,lay. 

t1,11. 14‘ 
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majority of the Republican-
dominated Council to 
"excuse" Haro's absences. 

Such a vote is needed if 
Haro's time in prison forces 
him to miss more than eight 
council meetings. 

At this point, Baca could 
not cite any council vote in 
favor of excusing those 
absencet. 

To gain the needed votes-, 
Baca urged Haro supporters 
to attend next Tuesday's 
council meeting. In an inter-
view, he suggested that 
Haro, who has not attended 
council meetings since the 
sentencing, also may be 
there. 

The other members of the 
council, believing Haro's po-
litical. demise to be inevita-
ble, have been struggling 
with the -question of how to 
replace him and with whom. 

The council has been split 
between those favoring a di-
rect appointment of a re-
placement and those prefer-
ring a special election. 

If a special election is 
scheduled, the City Charter 
requires an election in 
Hasro's 8th district, to be 
followed by a citywide run-
off. 

Robert _ Teaze, assistant 
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Walsh Refutes Defenders Of Haro 
(Continued from Page A-1) 
"Mr. Haro is not a victim 

of circumstance," he said. 
"Nobody made him devise a 
clever scheme of double-in-

. voices by which he fraudu-
lently imported more than 
$200,000 worth of goods into 
the country over a four-year 
period. Nobody made him lie 
repeatedly to officials of the 

U.S. Customs after his 
fraudulent conduct came to 
light, and nobod•made him 
plead guilty to the govern-
ment's charges." 

Walsh insisted that Haro 
was not treated too harshly. 
Instead, he said, Haro "was 
given a substantial break" 
in that he was not charged 
with a felony. 

Asserting that Haro had 
concocted a large scheme of 
fraud, Walsh said it would 
have been "intolerable" to 
shun prosecution because 
Haro was a Chicano. 

Walsh seemed particularly 
irked at charges that he was 
trying to get even with Haro 
because Haro had backed 
another lawyer for the ap- 

pointment to the U.S. attor-
ney's post last year. 

"I never sought the sup-
port of Jess Haro for this or 
any other position," said 
Walsh in his statement. "For 
that matter, I never met 
Jess .Haro until the day he 
entered his plea of guilty. I 
never had the slightest idea 
of whom he supported or 

Friday, July 21, 1978 

opposed for U.S. attorney — 
and I couldn't care less." 

Later, in a brief question-
and-answer session with 
reporters, Walsh objected to 
the charge leveled by Haro's 
supporters that he had pub-
licly stated he was going to 
use his office "to make a 
name" for himself for use in 
future political contests. 

"That is a complete, una-
dulterated lie," Walsh said. 

Asked if he would meet 

with Haro supporters next 
Tuesday when they come to 
the federal courthouse to 
protest the sentence, Walsh 
would not rule out such a 
meeting. 

"I hadn't thought about 
it," he said, "but I'm a pret-
ty open guy, I haven't 
refused to talk to anybody 
about anything since I've 
been here," 

— By George E. Condon Jr. 



that the prosecution by Mi-
chael Walsh and the sen-
tence by Judge Nielsen of 
Councilman Haro was 95 
percent political and 5 per-
cent judicial. 

We believe that it was 95 
percent political because of 
the following reasons: 

— It appears to be a politi-
cal and racial inquisition to 
get Councilman Haro out of 
his City Council seat. • 

— It is our belief that U.S. 
Attorney Michael Walsh's 
prosecution of Councilman 
Jess Haro raises some se- , 

 rious questions about his 
competency (after two U.S. 
attorneys had refused to 
prosecute) and his political 
motives. It is well known to 
all that the U.S. attorney is 
out to make a name for 
himself and that he has polit-
ical aspirations. Further-
more, it is also our under-
standing that the U.S. attor-
ney was extremely angry 

over the fact that Council-
man Ham had refused to 
endorse him. It is also ironic 
that U.S. Attorney Walsh's 
vigorous, pious persecution' 
of Councilman Haro directly 
contradicts the fact that Mr. 
Walsh was at one time one of 
C. Arnholt Smith's premiere 
defense attorneys. 

— It is also our belief that 
Judge Nielsen's 90-day pris-
on sentence was not done in 
the interest of justice but 
rather was politically 
motivated in order that the 
"dirty job" of removing 
Councilman Haro would not 
have to be done by the politi-
cians but rather by the judi-
cial system in order that it 
would be legally sanctified. 

— It is also well-known to 
all that Councilman Ham 
was being discussed as the 
No. 1 challenger to Mayor 
Pete Wilson and there was 
an effort by the Republicans 
to get him out of the way. 

A.-4 	THE SAN DIEGO UNION 	 Friday, July 21, 1978 

2 Outline Views In Haro'Case 
Statement By Herman Baca - 

Fol'owing is the text of a against Councilman Haro. 
statement by Herman Baca The sentence is extremely 
at a press conference yester- harsh, unjust, loaded with 
day: racist overtones, and repre- 

We are here today as sents to us once again, a 
heads of organizations, con- dual standard of justice. It is 
cerned individuals and con- extremely difficult for the 
stituents, to voice our out- community to understand 
rage on the matter concern- why a ten-year (1969-73) 
ing Councilman Jess Haro. legal problem, which oc-
• First, we wish to state that curred before his 1975 ap-
we unequivocally support pointment to the City Coun-
Councilman Haro's position cil, and a legal matter which 
of, seeking modification of two previous U.S. attorneys 
his 90-day unjust prison sen- had declined any action on 
tence and his position of not (citing that the case was 
resigning his City Council essentially a civil matter 'in-
seat. The people have placed volving a small amount of 
him in that position and only Customs goods), and the fact 
the people can remove him, that Councilman Haro and 
not U.S. Attorney Michael the U.S. Customs had agreed 
Walsh, not Federal Judge - to resolve the matter admin-
Leland Nielsen, nor the San istratively by the paying of a 
Diego City Council. fine, simply does not war- 

Secondly, the community rant this type of sentence. 
is extremely angry and mad We cannot believe that the 
over the 90-day prison sen- prosecution nor the sentenc-
tence handed down by Fed- ing was a judicial matter. It 
eral Judge Leland C. Nielsen is our community's belief 

Statement By Michael Walsh 
Following is the statement 

made by U.S. Attorney Mi-
chael Walsh at a press con-
ference yesterday: 

Having pled guilty on June 
8, 1978, to a serious charge of 
Customs fraud — an offense 
in the words of the sentenc-
ing judge, "involving dishon-
esty, plain unadulterated 
dishonesty, and theft from 
the United States govern-
ment," — Mr. Haro now 
blames everybody but him-
self for his troubles. He and 
his supporters attack the 
United States attorney, they 
attack the judge, and they 
attack the media. 

In my mind, most unfor-
tunately of all, grossly irre-
sponsible charges of racism 
and "political", prosecution 
have been leveled. These 
charges, which have abso-
lutely no basis in fact, 
threaten to polarize this 
community and are tran-
sparently designed to cloud

-  the real issues. , 

The plain, simple, unadul-
terated fact is that if Mr. 
Haro wanted a trial, he had 
a right to have a trial. He 
had a right to defend himself 
in court. He had a right tc 
have all the government's 
evidence tested under pre-
vailing rules of law. Any 
complaints he had about the 
prosecution or other conduct 
of the United States attorney 
could have been aired before 
a judge prior to the entry of 
any guilty plea. They could 
have been argued by both  

sides in full -public view. 
They could have been 
resolved, with full rights of 
appeal to higher courts. 

But Mr. Haro chose not to 
go that route. He pled guilty 
and he admitted the truth of 
all facts alleged by the gov-
ernment. 

Now Mr. Haro and his sup-
porters apparently want to 
try the case in the streets by 
means of charges and coun-
tercharges. Mr. Haro and 
his supporters have simply 
chosen the wrong forum. If 
they want to dispute the 
charges or challenge the 
conduct of the United States 
attorney, the place to do that 
is in the court and it's not in 
the media and it's not in the 
streets. 

Mr. Haro is not a victim of 
circumstance. Nobody made 
him devise a clever scheme 
of double invoices by which 
he fraudulently imported 
more than $200,000 worth of 
goods into the country over a 
four-year period. Nobody 
made him lie repeatedly to 
officials of the United States 
Customs after his 'fraudulent 
conduct came to light, and 
nobody made him plead 
guilty to the government's 
charges in this case. He did 
each and every one of those 
things of his own free will. 
He was aided in the process 
of his legal defense by one of 
the most able and experi-
enced criminal defense law-
yers in this community. It is 
Mr. Haro's conduct — and 
not the conduct of the United 
States ,attorney or the court 
— that is the cause of Mr. 
Haro's troubles. It is his con-
duct and no one else's which 
has hronftt him into disre- 

take as United States attor-
ney in this case? Would any-
one seriously argue I should 
have failed to act simply 
because Mr. Haro is a prom-
inent member of the Hispan-
ic community and a city 
councilman? The truth of the 
matter is Mr. Haro was 
given a substantial break by 
my office when he was al-
lowed to plead guilty to a 
misdemeanor rather than a 
felony, a felony which would 
automatically have removed 
him from the council and 
exposed him to five or more 
years in federal prison. 

The case against Mr. Haro 
did not involve a good faith 
dispute regarding the valua-
tion of imported goods. To 
the contrary, it involved a 
scheme perpetrated over a 
four-year period during 
which almost a quarter of a 
million dollars in mer-
chandise was fraudulently 
imported pursuant to phony 
invoices prepared by Mr. 
Haro. Thousands of dollars 
in legitimate customs duties 
were thus avoided. Mr. Haro 
has admitted personally pre-
senting such false invoices to 
Customs officials on some 
thirty-five occasions. He 
similarly admitted lying re-
peatedly to Customs officials 
during a three-month period 
after the scheme came to 
light. It was these unfor-
tunate facts with which the 
court was faced at the time 
of the imposition of sentenc-
ing. 

Much is made of the fact 
that Mr. Haro's fraudulent 
conduct predated his ap- 

pointment to the City Coun-
cil. The fact of the matter is, 
however, that Mr. Haro was 
fully aware that his conduct 
was of substantial concern to 
the government when he ac-
cepted the appointment to 
the council; yet it is un-
disputed that he failed to 
give the council even a hint 
of the problem. 

In conclusion, let me say 
unequivocally that my office 
will not demonstrate favorit-
ism toward, or prejudice 
against, any person accused 
of a federal crime. My job is 
to prosecute based on the 
facts and on the law, and 
Without regard to race, or 
wealth, or social or political 
prominence. To have failed 
to act in this case would 
have been to shield Mr. Ham 
from prosecution based on 
the very factors he now 
claims influenced that deci-
sion. That would truly have 
been intolerable. 

I have only one additional 
thing to say at this time —
and that is that I never 
sought the support of Jess 
Haro for this Or any other 
position. For that matter, I 
never met Jess Ham until 
the day he entered his plea 
of guilty: I never had the 
slightest idea of whom he 
supported or whom he op-
posed for this position — and 
I couldn't have cared less. 

I might add that if I were 
out to get all the people who 
supposedly opposed my 
nomination as U.S. attorney, 
a lot of prominent people 
would be in for a lot of 
potential trouble. 
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• COUNCILMAN 
LONG HARRIED, 
WITH DEBTS .  

By NU; LAGIES 
With a truck (on credit) from 

PHd Truck Rental, pulling a 
semi-trailer (on credit) from 
Transport Pool, loaded with 
lumber (on credit) from Ameri-
can Forest Products, he set out 
to make his fortune. 

And thus Jess Haro drove into 
financial disaster. 

Each company sued , for .non-
payment of bills. Each won. 

Tribune reporters Joe Hughes, 
'James Redfern, Ozzie Roberts 
and Bob Dorn contributed to this 

_article, 

Two eventually settled for par- 
tial payment; the third says it 
has 	 u Aft 
RS  

By M.J. LAGIES 
and 

JOE HUGHES 
The prosecution and sentencing bf 

Councilman Jess Haro was "95 per-
cent politically motivated," Chicano 
leaders told a rally called today In 
Haro's support. 

The meeting — which Haro failed 
to attend — turned into a near-
donnybrook between Chicanos and 
media people. 

Reporters at the rally, which was 
also billed as a news conference, 
were booed numerous times — usu-
ally when they asked what appeared 
to be loaded questions. 

The meeting, at the Chicano Fed-
eration headquarters at 1960 Nation-
al Ave., finally broke up when a 
spectator said it was "time to end 
the domination of this meeting .by 
the news meclia and put it back 
where it belongs — with us." 

Most of the jeering appeared to be 
brought on by a number of reporters 
who phrased their questions , in the 

rforgi.of s hes ...aftenp.a man;  
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SOLIDARITY FOR HARD — Supporters of embattled City Council- 
man Jess Haro gathered at Chicano Federation headquarters today 
for a rally and press conference, but Haro, on the advice of his 

Councilman's 
case produces 
a time puzzle 

By HUGH GRAMBAU 
What happened to the Jess Haro 

investigation between August 1973, 
when customs officials questioned 
invoices he submitted on furniture 
he was importing, and June 1978, 
when he was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a criminal misdemeanor 
for his actions? 

That question has become the 
focus of renewed interest in the 
wake of criticism by Haro support-
ers of the handling of the case by 
Customs authorities and U.S. attor-
neys. 

The case straddles the tenures of 
three U.S. attorneys in San Diego: 
present U.S. Attorney Michael 
Walsh, who took office in December 

See PROBE, A-10 

attorney, didn't show up. Herman Baca, chairman of theCommittee 
on Chicano Rights,. upper right, addressed reporters about the Haro 
legal controversy., — Photo by Don Bartlett, Tribune staff 

7..t.—  haSATTIU01.14113.40rattOpt:00 
as a '66-8 debt: 	 • 

All this — plus much more —
happened within the last three 
years, while Haro' was already 
serving as a San Diego city 
councilman. 

Here are some of the prob- 

See DEBTS, A-10 

Some favor 
Hispanic in 
council seat 

By JOHN DURHAM 
Some City Council members seem 

receptive to the idea of appointing a 
Hispanic to the seat of Councilman 

• Jess Haro, who has been sentenced 
to 90 days in jail, if he resigns or is 
forced off the council. 

Councilmen interviewed said the 
best qualified individual should be 
selected to fill the anticipated vacan-
cy. Two members, Bill Lowery and 
Larry Stirling, said they would be 
pleased if that person was Hispanic. 

However, council members are 
divided on whether a vacancy should 
be filled by election or appointment. 

Haro, a Mexican-American, was 
sentenced to federal jail Monday for 
misdemeanor customs fraud. 

Sources said yesterday that he 
does not intend to step down from 
his District 8 council seat. 

However, he faces expulsion from 
the council because the City Charter 
says that any council member who 
misses eight consecutive meetings 
or half of those in a month without 
being excused by the other members 
must be replaced. 

Mayor Wilson and four council-
men — Lowery, Stirling, Bill Mitch-
ell and Fred Schnaubelt — reaf-
firmed yesterday that they would 
not vote to excuse Haro's absences 
while he is in jail. They would 
constitute a majority of the nine- 

See HARD, A-12 
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The Chicano leaders decided to 
announce at the meeting that they 
would go • to next Tuesday's City 
Council meeting to.ask the council to 
excuse Haro from any absences ne-
cessitated by his jail term. 

This would bypass a section.of the 
City Charter which states a council 

-member must •be removed if he 
misses a certain number, of meet-
ings without excuse. 

The organizers of the meeting is-
sued the following prepared state-
ment: 

"We are here today as heads of 
organizations, concerned individuals 
and constitutents, to Voice our out-
rage on the matter concerning Coun-
cilman Jess Haro's position of seek-
ing modification of his 90-day unjust 
prison sentence and his position of 
not resigning his City Council seat. 
The people have placed him in 'that . 
position and , only the people can •_ 
remove him, not U.S. Attorney Mi-, 
chael Walsh, not federal Judge 
Leland C. Nielsen, nor the San Diego 
City Council. • - 

"Secondly, the community is "ex' 
tremely upset, angry and mad over 
the 90-day prison sentence handed 
down by federal Judge 'Leland C. 
Nielsen against Councilman Ham. 
The sentence is extremely harsh, 
unjust, loaded with racist overtones, 
and represents to us, once again, a 
dual standard of justice. 

"It is extremely difficult for the 
community to understand why a 10-
year (1969-73) legal problem which 
occurred before his 1975 appoint-
ment to City Council and a legal 
matter which two previous U.S. at-
torneys had declined any action on. 
(citing that the case was esesentially 
a civil matter involving a small 
amount of customs goods) and the 
fact that Councilman Haro and the 
U.S. Customs had agreed ,  to resolve 
the matter administratively by :"the 
paying of a fine, simply does not 
warrant this type of sentence. . 

"We cannot believe that the prose-
cution nor the sentencing was a 
judicial matter. It is our communi- 

, 
See RALLY, A-12 	- 
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*Debts 
satisfied f 
Oct. 21, 10 

—Feb. 
$1,280. No 
satisfied. 

— May 
Employee 
$4,200.65. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

lems that have beset Haro: . 
— He has been on the short end of 

judgments and settlements exceed-
ing $100,000. All but about $15,000 of 
this came after he was named to the 
City Council in 1975. 

— His councilmanic wages have 
been garnisheed a number of times. 
At one point, creditors were standing 
in line seeking to attach his pay. 
(One at a time, please, said the city 

*Probe 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

1977; Terry Knoepp, who served 
from 1975 to 1977; and Harry Stew-
ard, who served from 1969 to 1975. 

Walsh says that the case came to 
his attention during a routine review 
of cases pending for more than sb 
months, which he requested in Feb-
ruary. Originally pending, as a civil 
procedure, when opened under 
Knoepp in June 1977, Walsh decided 
the case was serious enough to file 
criminal misdemeanor charges. 

Haro pleaded guilty to those 
charges June 8 and was ordered to 
pay duties of $5,764 on items he had 
undervalued, plus pay a fine of 
$46,112 (equal to about eight times 
the unpaid duties). 

U.S. District Court Judge Leland 
Nielsen on Monday ruled that Haro, 
would also have to spend 90 days in 
jail. The jail term will result in loss 
of his City Council seat, according to 
a majority of five members of the 
council. 

Knoepp said yesterday that the 
Haro case first came to his attention 
June 1, 1977, a day after U.S. Cus-
toms at the San Ysidro Port of Entry 
submitted its official report on the 
case. The Customs Service serves as 
the investigative arm of the attorney 
general's office for undeclared mer-
chandise entering the United States. 

"When the case came in, we 
stopped everything to review it and, 
based on the information we had at 
the time, we decided to start a civil 
case," said Knoepp. "We also decid-
ed to explore the case further:: 

Knoepp said his office decided to 
file a civil suit, because the initial 
case presented against Haro cited 
only $1,120 in delinquent duties. He 
said a review of cases prosecuted by 
his office showed that nobody had 
been charged with a criminal of-
fense for amounts that small. 

Knoepp said his staff checked with 
customs investigators each month 
until he left office in mid-December 
1977 and that he never received 
information that the dollar amounts 
were any higher than those initially 
reported. 

Knoepp added that the only com-
munication his office had from cus-
toms investigators was an informal 
telephone call to a U.S. attorney in 
the office in 1973, when Harry Stew-
ard was U.S. attorney. The attorney 
who took the call no longer works for 
the office. He left before Knoepp 
arrived in 1975, according to 
Knoepp. 

Why did customs investigators 
wait four years to file an official 
complaint against Haro? 

William Meglin, investigations di-
vision director for customs, could 
not be reached for comment yester-
day. Following the d e ; 8,qopviction 

gar° hOWeVeri, 	strAtiltI 
"tftrfrrnily 

auditor. That's the law.) 
— His bank account has been 

attached. 
— His car has been threatened 

with attachment. • 
-7 Liens have been placed against 

his house. (He eventually home-
steaded it, protecting it from 
seizure.) 

— The Internal Revenue Service 
put a lien on "all property" belong-
ing to Ham. 

There are voluminous files in the 
county recorder's and county clerk's 
offices about legal actions against 
Haro. . 

Similar files exist in the offices of 
creditors, past and present. 

Some have been paid in full, some 
partly, and some are still waiting. 

"The day Mr. Haro paid us," said 
Harry C. Gault, a collection mana-
ger, "was the day we convinced him 
we were going after his Mercedes." 

Not that Gault hadn't tried other 
ways. 

It was Gault's job to collect a 
$2,030.65 debt from Haro. 

Haro had ordered and received a 
load of lumber from Southwest For-
est Industries, in the City of Indus-
try, in March 1976 but neglected to 
pay the bill. 

"Not one cent," said Gault. 
Southwest assigned the delinquent 

account to the collection agency for 
which Gault works, the San Diego 
Wholesale Credit Men's Association. 

"I tried to treat the matter very 
delicately," recalled Gault. 

First, he said, he wrote Haro at his 
home. "He simply ignored the." 

Then he called his office several 
times. "He ignored that, too." 

At length, Gault and Haro got 
together and Haro agreed to pay, in 
installments. He signed a promisso-
ry note, dated June 29, 1976, accord-
ing to which he was to pay $285.65 on 
the spot and make weekly payments 
of $250 every Friday until the 
$2,030.65 was paid off. 

In collection-agency practices, 
said Gault, "that was giving him a 
break." 

Haro missed the very first pay-
ment. And the next. And the next. 

Gault sued. 
On Sept. 27, a default judgment of 

$1,868.90 (including fees and costs) 
was entered in San Diego Municipal 
Court. 

Haro still didn't pay. 
On Oct. 11, Haro's account with 

the Mexican American National 
Bank was attached. It yielded 
$128.76. 

Haro paid no more. 
. On Nov. 3, Haro's councilmanic 
salary was attached. By law, only a 
certain percentage of income may 
be garnisheed. It came to $108.36. 

A second garnishment Nov. 26 
netted $120.30. A third on Dec. 15 
brought the same amount. 

Not satisfied with the pace of the 
collection, Wholesale Credit moved 
to attach Haro's car, a Mercedes. 

"Then we got paid," said Gault. 
"It was Jan. 5, 1977, and we were 
paid in full." 

There was one incident of note 
during these proceedings, Gault 
said. 

"An attempt was made, by a man 
who was employed by this associa-
tion and was a personal friend of Mr. 
Haro's attorney, to intercede with us 
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agreement said nothing about 
manana." 

Actually, North Valley Lumber 
Sales had to wait longer than mana-
na. The $2,098.76 debt Haro incurred 
in May 1974 was not settled until 
July 21, 1975, after court action and 
an order for attachment of Hares 
bank account and other assets. 

Dillon settled for less than 100 
cents on the dollar. 

"They made us an offer and we 
accepted it. We will do that in cases 
where we feel it's better to get 
something than nothing." 

The North Valley case is typical of 
many of Haro's debts in several 
respects: 

— It was an out-of-town deal. 
Many of Haro's business dealings 
were with non-San Diego companies. 
Suits filed as a result were some-
times in other jurisdictions and do 
not show up in San Diego County 
court files. 

—Haro made a number of prompt 
payments after opening the account. 
Then, quickly, he became delinquent 
for a considerable amount of money. 

— When threatened with legal 
action, Haro made a partial pay-
ment. (In this case, the check 
bounced.) Then, after the suit was 
filed and judgment entered against 
him, there was another period of 
waiting. 

— Payment was made only after 
an order for attachment of Haro's 
assets. 

— The amount for which the credi-
tor finally settled was less than the 
full debt. (Some creditors insisted on 
full payment, and received it. Others 
negotiated after Haro made an 
offer.) 

The pattern, said Dillon, was that 
"he was buying time." 

One question that remains 
unanswered is how Haro, with his 
track record, kept managing to get. 
credit. 

"Search me," said Don Browdy, 
branch manager for Transport Pool 
Inc., a company with which Haro 
ran up a bill for semi-trailer rental. 

"These accounts are supposed to 
be screened very carefully. r don't 
know what happened here." 

Transport Pool won a judgment 
for $3,127.26 against Haro in Los 
Angeles Municipal Court on July 28, 
1977. 

"We never received payment," 
said Browdy. "We wrote it off as a 
bad debt." 

Browdy says Haro opened an ac-
count with Transport Pool in Octo-
ber 1975, made a few payments 
totaling about $550, and then, by 
May 1976, "he had stretched his 
invoices to about $2,200." 

Haro told him at the time, Browdy 
recalled, that "his company was 
managed by a man he had fired and 
he would try to make restitution." 

(Most of the suits were filed 
against Haro individually. Some 
were filed against Ham, "doing busi-
ness as San Diego Trading Co." In 
the latter instances, one creditor 
said, Ham guaranteed the loans 
personally.) 

Browdy says that when his compa-
ny finally ran a bank check on Haro 
it found he had a "medium two 
rating," signifying an average bank 
balance over the last two quarters of 
between $35 and $65,  .., 

A $12,506.95 'judgment' '4g 
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*Ray 

"Are we having a trial here?" a 
spectator asked. She was cheered. 

At another point, when Baca spoke 
of a conspiracy against Haro, a 
reporter asked: "Are we part of the 
conspiracy?" 

The answer, from about 250 voic-
es, was in the affirmative. 

Baca also charged that Walsh and 
Nielsen were racially motivated. 

In a separate interview today, 
Walsh denied the charge. 

1 Walsh said his office could have 
prosecuted Haro on "numerous" fel-
ony violations. 

"We could have gotten him on 
conspiracy to violate federal cus-
toms laws, violation of federal cus-
toms laws and knowingly making 
false statements to federal agents 
(in this case Customs agents) in the 
pursuance of their duties — all 
felonies," he said. 

Haro, on Monday, was sentenced 
to 90 days in federal prison by 
Nielsen after he pleaded guilty last 
month to a misdemeanor violation of 
U.S. customs law. 

Haro also admitted using a system 
of dual invoices to ship goods across 
the Mexican border into th United 
States between 1969 and 

Noting that Haro made at least 140 
trips in that time period, Walsh said, 
"We could have gotten him on felony 
violations each time he made false 
statements to customs agents. 

"He could have been exposed to at 
least 15 years in federal custody if 
tried and convicted. Yes, I think he 
got off lightly with a 90-day 
sentence." 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

ty's belief that the prosecution by 
Michael Walsh and the sentence by 
Judge Nielsen of Councilman Haro 
was 95 percent political and 5 per-
cent judicial. 

"We believe that it was 95 percent 
political because of the following 
reasons: 

"1—It appears to be a political 
and racial inquisition to get Council-
man Haro out of his City Council 
seat. 

"2— It is our belief that U.S. 
Attorney Michael Walsh's prosecu-
tion of Councilman Jess Haro raises 
some serious questions about his 
competency (after two U.S. Attor-
neys had refused to prosecute) and 
his political motives. - 

"It is well knOwn to all that the 
U.S. Attorney is out to make a name 
for himself and that he has political 
aspirations. 

"Furthermore it is also our under-
standing that the U.S. Attorney was 
extremely angry over the fact that 
Councilman Haro had refused to 
endorse him. It is also ironic that 
U.S Attorney Walsh's vigorous pious 
persecution of Councilman Haro di-
rectly contradicts the fact that Mr. 
Walsh was at one time one of C. 
Arnholt Smith's premier defense 
attorneys. 

"3—It is also our belief that Judge 
Nielsen's 90-day prison sentence was 
not done in the interest of justice. 

"But it was rather politically 
motivated in order that the 'dirty 
job' of removing Councilman Haro 
would not have to be done by the 
politicians but rather by the judicial 
system in order that it would be 
legally sanctified. 

"4—It is also well known to all 
that Councilman Ilaro was being 
discussed as the number one chal-
lenger to Mayor Pete Wilson and 
there was an effort by the Republi-
cans to get him out of the way." 

The session became heated after 
Rachel Ortiz, director of the Logan 
Barrio Station, criticized the media 
for "lying and distorting" the Haro 
case. 

While Ortiz- singled out the news-
papers as the main offenders, it was 
the broadcast journalism contingent 
which aroused the ire of the crowd, 
estimated at 300. 

Many of the questions centered on 
Haro's absence. 

Haro had been scheduled to attend 
the meeting. Jesse Ramirez, execu-
tive director of the Chicano Federa-
tion of San Diego County, said Ortiz 
had been assured by Haro as late as 
yesterday that he would be there. 

Ortiz said the assurance had been 
given not to her, but someone else 
whom she declined to identify. 

Herman Baca, chairman of the 
Committee on Chicano Rights, said 
he did not know until 9 a.m. today, 
one hour before the meeting, that 
Haro would not come. 

He said Haro had declined on the 
advice of his attorney, but refused to 
elaborate. 

However, it is known that as late 
as 9:30 a.m. Chicano community 
members were still trying to per-
suade Haro to come. 

One reporter wanted to know 
whether the minority community did 
not feel slighted by Haro's action. 

He was booed. 

Several Haro supporters have 
branded Walsh's decision to pursue 
criminal prosecution of the council-
man and Nielsen's sentence unusual-
ly harsh because he is a Mexican-
American. 

A number of questions by mem-
bers of the media concerned Haro's 
failure to appear at the press confer-
ence. 

One television reporter, asking a 
question with microphone in hand 
and camera operating, pressed the 
issue. - _ 

"Why had Haro elected not to 
show up?" 

"You want to get hung up on why 
he is not here," answered Ortiz. 
"That's not our purpose." 

Her statement was greeted with 
loud applause and cheers, and that 
ignited the confrontation between 
the media and Chicano community 
supporters. 

Again, Ortiz: 
"You guys (the media) lie. We 

know better than to deal with you 
guys. You distort everything. You 
keep excluding the facts, the good 
things Mr. Haro has done." 

Another television reporter: 
"Are you charging we are part of 

a conspiracy?" 
The answer to the question, if 

there was one, was drowned out in a 
sea of cheers and yells, affirming 
the belief of many Chicanos attend-
ing the conference that the media 
was not being fair in coverage of the 
Haro case. 

Again, more questions on why 
Haro was not here there. 

A voice from the back of the 
room: 

"We excuse him. It's okay. Sorry 
chum." 

More applause and cheers. 
Others attending what turned 

from a press conference into a sup-
port rally were more pointed. 

"We are going to do what is neces-
sary, to help Jess," said one, putting 
emphasis on the phrase. 

One lady in the back of the room 
pleaded for "special treatment" for 
Haro. 

*Haro 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

• member council. 
Haro's sentence is to begin Aug. 7. 
He went into seclusion after his 

sentencing by U.S. Judge Leland C. 
Nielsen. 

Wilson and Lowery, support ap-
pointment of a successor, and Mitch-
ell and Councilwoman Maureen 
O'Connor fayor a special election. 

Councilmen Stirling, Schnaubelt 
and Tom Gade have not decided. 

Councilman Leon Williams was 
out of town and unavailable for 
comment. 

Haro is the first and only Mexican-
American member of the council. 
Some of his supporters have charged 
that he drew a jail term rather than 
probation because he is a Mexican-
American. 

He was appointed to his position in 
1974 and was elected to a full four-
year term the next year. 

His district includes San Ysidro 
and Otay Mesa as well as downtown. 
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anthhortage of pefsonnel.  -." 	 ' " 

"At the time, we were in the 
throes of a huge reorganization," he 
said. "Our office staff was reduced ' 
from 75 to 11." 

"I directed the agents to concen-
trate on those cases with the highest 
potential payoff," Meglin explained. 
"A $5,000 case (the amount of duty 
Haro did not pay) did not seem that. 
high a priority." 

Meglin said that the case present-
ed for action to the U.S. attorney's 
office included "evidence that would 
make the best possible case  . . .  so 
we gave it a $1,200 loss of revenue." 

Complicating the Haro case is the 
question of whether Haro was told he 
would not be prosecuted in a crimi-
nal action if he 'cooperated with 
customs authorities. In addition, by 
the time the official report was filed 
in June 1977, the five-year statute of 
limitations had already expired on 
some of the violations documented 
by officials. 

Both Knoepp and Walsh deny that 
the U.S. attorney's office had struck 
any deal with Haro or his attorneys. 

"The conclusion about whether to 
go civil or criminal was made with 
my chief assistant in the office and 
we hadn't talked to Haro at all," 
said Knoepp. "He called several 
months later." 

But Knoepp concedes that a cus-
toms investigator did tell Haro there 
would be no criminal prosecution in 
return for his cooperation. 

"During the customs investiga-
tion, Haro was told (by customs 
officers) that he would not be pro- , 
secuted criminally," Knoepp said 
following Haro's conviction in June. 

Walsh maintains that Haro could 
have been charged with a felony 
instead of a misdemeanor and that 
the government in citing the lesser. 
charges has already made a major 
concession. 

He also points out that his office 
specified no sentence for Haro and 
that the decision to send Haro to jail 
was made by Judge Nielsen alone. 

Whether the explanations of the 
Haro case will be accepted by his 
supporters is uncertain. However, 
there appears to be little for-them to 
do but complain.  

`"" 

Jerry La Dow, president of the 
equipment-leasing firm, said that 
Haro returned a three-axle diesel 
tractor to the corporation before the 
lease was up, and that it was seri-
ously damaged. He said that, among 
other things, the tractor's engine 
had been blown. 

Repairs ran to $6,370, and Haro 
also was more than $3,000 behind in 
lease payments, La Dow said. 

La Dow refused to disclose the 
exact amount for which he settled. 

The earliest case on file against 
Haro is a small-claims-court action 
dated June 15, 1970. 

At that time,' according to docu-
ments, Haro owned the El Prado 
Furniture Shop at 527 University 
Ave. The claim, filed by Sandra Kay 
Buck, alleged that she had ordered 
two pieces of furniture in August 
1969 but received, in December, "in-
ferior products." 

The action was dismissed June 17, 
before the court date, signifying, 
according to court officials, that 
Haro settled the matter out of court. 

Here is a chronological list of 
judgments and liens against Haro 
from September 1970 to May 1977, as 
taken from files in the office of the 
county recorder: 

— Sept. 18, 1970: American Forest 
Products Corp., $5,811.41. Judgment 
satisfied Sept. 25, 1970, for $5,154.75. 

—Nov. 25, 1970: Internal Revenue 
Service, $1,640. Lien against proper-
ty lifted Feb. 16, 1971, paid in full. 

— March 23, 1972: Diners' Club, 
$1,139.73. No record of judgment 
being paid. 

—  April 5, 1972: California Forest 
Products (Gordon Steck), $2,334. 
Judgment satisfied Nov. 24, 1972, for 
unspecified amount. 

— March 23, 1973: Roy M. Led-
ford, $3,370.60. Judgment satisfied 
and lien against personal property 
lifted June 8, 1973. 

— May 29, 1975: North Valley 
Lumber Sales, $2,098.76. Judgment 
satisfied for less than full amount 
Aug. 10, 1975. 

—  Sept. 27, 1976: Wholesale Credit 
Men's Association, $1,868.90. Judg-
ment satisfied in full Jan. 5, 1977. 

—Feb. 16, 1977: American Forest 
Products Inc., $3,308.34. Judgment 

(Buzz Veathermat  notes  7attir-
ney in this matter, told The Tribune 
that the intercession, if it did occur, 
was not at his request.) 

That incident aside, however, 
Gault judges the Haro case to be 
quite ordinary. 

"Mr. Haro is typical, I would say, 
of many, many debtors." 

That is exactly what The Tribune 
attempted to find out. What is at the 
root of Jess Haro's chronic financial 
problems? 

Is he just a poor businessman? Is 
he the victim of incompetent associ-
ates or employes, as he has alleged? 

U.S. District Judge Leland C. Niel-
sen, who on Monday sentenced Haro 
to a 90-day jail term for U.S. cus-
toms fraud, said the councilman was 
guilty of "plain, unadulterated 
dishonesty." 

That was a criminal charge. 
Haro's debts are civil matters. But 
both were incurred largely in Haro's 
pursuit of his business, or business-
es. 

Haro, of Hispanic origin, has for 
years been trying to make a go of 
the import-export business, trucking 
lumber to Baja California and com-
ing back with furniture. 

He has not fared well. 
"He kept telling me that he dealt 

in Mexico and down there every-
thing is manana," said Lyle M. 
Dillon, credit manager for North 
Valley Lumber Sales of Redding, 
Calif., one of he the companies that 
sued Haro. 

"We told him we were not in the 
finance-company business, that our 

10 riders injured 
on roller coaster 

VALENCIA, Calif. (UPI) — Ten 
people were hurt, none seriously, 
while on a thrill ride at Magic. 
Mountain amusement park yester-
day. 

Police said the accident occurred 
on a roller coaster ride called the 
-"Revolution." 

The 10 people were taken to Henry 
Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital in 
Valencia. Nine were treated and 
released. 



pain to Mr. tioro stna t ► s 
been beyond belief," Mitchell added, 
hitting hard at what he considered 
the uselessness of a jail sentence. 

"There is no logical reason to 
incarcerate Mr. Haro," he said. 
"Justice and the community will not 
be served." 

Mitchell also criticized the han-, 
dling of the case by U.S. Attorney 
Michael Walsh, telling the judge that 
Haro had been told that the case 
would be handled without criminal 

• prosecution. 
Walsh, in court personally to han-

dle the case, denied Mitchell's 
charge. 

Later, Walsh, under, fire from 
friends of Haro for his aggressive 
pursuit of the case, called the sen-
tence a fair one. 

"I don't derive any personal satis-
faction from anyone else's misfor-
tune but, institutionally, I have a job 
to do and that is to see that the law is 

4,1 

%tam, va:t tuA, SI 'et 

seven to tU day% to which ► oson hr 
will be sent, according to Lowell 
Kincaid, associate warden of the 
Metropolitan Correctional Center 
here. 

Kincaid said Haro can request a 
specific prison, but a final decision is 
made by Bureau of Prisons officials 
in Burlingame, a suburb of • San 
FranciSco. 

Haro is free until he surrenders 
Aug. 7. 

- A longer stay of sentence, until 
Aug. 17, was rejected without. expla-
nation by the judge. 

The judge, however, did concur 
with a request by Mitchell for an 
investigation of the leak to reporters 
last week of a secret Probation 
Office report on the Haro case. 

The Probation Office recommen-
dation, according to sources, was for 
at least a 30-day jail sentence for 

, Haro. 
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®® Cheer Haro at . 

Rally of Supporters 
Nore than 800 friends and supporters of Jess Haro heard a 

parade of speakers lavish praise on the councilman during 
: 	an informal gathering Wednesday in the U.S. Grant Hotel 

' 	ballroom. 
Haro, who pleaded guilty last week to a misdemeanor 

L offense involving violation of federal customs regulations, 
L told the cheering audience that "in difficult times it's 

comforting and pleasing to know that I have friends. 
"In five years of service I have made City Hall available to 

• all people," Haro said. 
• 

'4' 	One of the 20 speakers was Cotmarnan Leon Williams, 
• who said Haro's dedication and hard work 'has been an  

• 	

inspiration.'  

And Jesse Ramirez, head of the Chicano Federation, said 
he and other Haro supporters would not forget "those who 
are now trying to call our councilman a liability.' 

The gathering, which organizer Yvonne Schultz said was 
meant to show Haro that "we are not just fair-weather 
friends," drew a diverse crowd that three times interrupted 

; the speeches with standing ovations, once when the Rev. 
David Farrell said the charges against Haro amounted only 
to "the rattling of some old bones.' 

Haro, who has agreed to pay more than $51,000 in 
penalties for avoidance of customs duties, will be sentenced 

- ; July 17 
- 	- 



• 
for less than full amount 

3t, 1977. 
. 23, 1977: Arellano Ignacio, 
o record of judgment being 

y 2, 1977: California State 
ees Credit Union No. 6, 

Judgment satisfied Dec. 2, 

1977, for unspecified amount. 
— May 13, 1977: PHd Corp., 

$12,506.95. Judgment satisfied for 
less than full amount July 8, 1977. 

— July 11, 1977: Mexican Ameri-
can National Bank, $6,545.14. Judg-
ment satisfied for unspecific amount 
Sept. 15, 1977. 

— July 28, 1977: Transport Pool 
Inc., $3,127.28. Judgment satisfied 
for unspecified amount Sept. 14, 
1977. (Officials for Transport Pool 
Inc. say they have received no pay-
ment on this judgment and they 
have written the $3,127.26 off as a 
bad debt.) 



Herman Baca, spokesman for a coali-
tion of Chicano community groups, top, 
talks to reporters yesterday at a rally in 
support of City Countilman Jess Ha'o. 

—Staff Photos by Jerry Windle and Cindy Lublo 

Below, U.S. Attorney Michael Walsh also 
called in reporters to answer the charges 
of Chicano leaders who assailed his pros-
ecution of Haro. 

Haro Backers Vent Anger, 
Walsh Refutes Allegations 

• 

a 

Walsh Says Haro Has 
Only Himself To Blame 

U.S. Attorney Michael Walsh, bristling at 
4 implications that he had prosecuted Jess 

Haro for racial and political reasons, yester-
day accused the prison-bound councilman 
and his supporters of attempting "to try the 
case in the streets." 

"Mr. Ham now blames everybody but 
himself for his troubles," said Walsh in a 
statement read tersely to reporters. "He and 
his supporters attack the U.S. attorney, they 
attack the judge, and they attack the media." 

Text of Baca, Walsh statements — A-4 

He added: "It is Mr. Haro's conduct and 
not the conduct of the U.S. attorney or the 
court that is the cause of Mr. Haro's troubles. 

"It is his conduct and no one else's which 
has brought him into disrepute and caused 
such anguish among the Mexican-American 
community. No amount of rhetoric, no 
amount of charges and countercharges, can 
change that plain and simple fact.",, 

Walsh stressed that Haro pleaded guilty to 
the misdemeanor charge of customs fraud 
and voluntarily gave up his right to a jury 

: trial; 
(Continued on A-5, Col. 2) 

Chicano Groups Assail 
Nielsen , Walsh, Media 

By GEORGE E. CONDON JR. 
Politics Writer, The San Diego Unioa 

Supporters of Jess Haro, working to gal 
public sympathy while the embattled counci 
man privately readies a final legal battle t 
save his seat on Council, yesterday charge 
that Haro is a victim of racial and politic; 
persecution. 

In a strongly worded attack on Haro' 
prosecutor and judge, a coalition of Chican 
community groups said Ham was targete 
for political extinction because he is a Chic; 
no. 

The attack drew a quick and angry rejoit 
der from Michael Walsh; the U.S. attorne 
who personally supervised the prosecution 
Haro for federal customs fraud. Walsh tol 
reporters that Haro could blame only himse 
for his legal dilemma. • ' 

Haro, who decided not to appear at 
scheduled press conference on advice of IL 
lawyer, remained in seclusion in his home 
He has maintained, public silence since Mot 
day when he was sentenced to 90 days i 
fyderal prison for a misdemeanor violatic 
involving the repeated use of dual invoices i 
his import business. 

(Continned on A-8, Col. 1) 
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COUNCIL THWARTED_,,, 

[bra Rejects Idea 
Of Resignation Now . 

By GEORGE E. CONDON JR. 
Politics Writer, The Son Diego Union 

Jess Haro, heartened by 
the unflagging support of his 
friends, has tentatively de-
cided to go down fighting 
and does not plan now to 
resign his City Council seat 
before he begins serving a 
90-day sentence in federal 
prison Aug. 7, according to 
sources close to the council- . 

 man. 
Haro's decision, relayed to 

close friends yesterday and 
reportedly buttressed at a 
private meeting last night of 
leaders of the San Diego 
Chicano community, places 
increased pressure on the 
other eight members of 
council who had been hoping 
for a quick Haro resignation 
to spare them the necessity 
of taking a stand. - 

Haro, the only San Diego 
councilman this century to 

- face a prison sentence, was  

sentenced to the 90-day term -
Monday by U.S. District 
Judge Leland C. Nielsen. On 
June 8, Haro had pleaded 
(Continued on A-10, Col. 1) 
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Haro Unlikely To Resign Immediately 
(Continued from Page A-1) 

guilty to a misdemeanor vio-
lation of U.S. customs law 
and had admitted using a 
system of dual invoices to 
ship goods across the Mexi-
can border into the United 
States. 
RALLY PLANNED 

Haro, who was unavaila-
ble for comment last night, 
is expected to attend a press 
conference and rally tomor-
row morning at Chicano 
Park. That event was tenta-
tively organized last night, 
The Union has learned, at a 
two-hour meeting of about 50 
Haro supporters in his dis-
trict. 

Haro did not attend the 
meeting but reportedly was 
encouraged by the show of 
support. 

Friends gave several rea-
sons for the transformation 
of Haro from the shaken, 
quiet man who stood before 
the judge on Monday to the 
more combative political 
fighter yesterday. 

he had no interest in the 
company when he was actu-
ally a partner in the firm. 

Supporters of Haro do not 
contest the councilman's 
guilt. They do, however, 
challenge the need for him to 
go to prison or resign his 
council seat. 

Chicano leaders, accord-
ing to a friend of Ham, are 
planning to couple their 
"save Haro" campaign with 
an effort to challenge the 
federal licenses of local tele-
vision stations whose cover-
age of the Haro sentencing 
irritated many supporters of 
the councilman. 
SUIT FILED 

In line with that, Tony 
Valencia, board .  chairman 
and chief executive officer of 
the MexiCan and American 
Foundation, yesterday filed 
a $100,000 suit against 
KGTV, Channel 10, reporter 
Joe McMahan and the 
station's owner, McGraw-
Hill Broadcasting Co., Inc. 

Valencia, who clashed 
with McMahan in an emo-
tional confrontation outside 
the courthouse on Monday, 
alleges in the suit that 
McMahan slandered him by 
calling him a "sawed off son 
of a bitch" and was guilty of 
assault and battery by 
"threatening to shake 

mate. "But we're not going invoices that understated the (Valencia) and violently 
to let the only Mexican- true costs of the mer- shaking (him) while stand-
American on council go chandise. Those invoices ing behind (him) with his 
without a fight." were presented to customs hands about (his) shoulders 

officials while a second set and neck." 
of invoices was kept for cus- McMahan, whose camera- 
tomers in the United States. man has filed an assault 
ROLE QUESTIONED 	charge against Valencia, do- 

The government also nies calling Valencia the 
maintained that Haro name and said he was just 
mislead investigators about trying to protect his camera-
his involvement with Indus- man who, he said, had al-
trias Baja Mexico, the man- ready been shoved twice by 
ufacturer of the imported Valencia trying to prevent 
merchandise, insisting that more filming of Haro. 

ut to 

`JUST ANGRY' 
"He was hurt yesterday. 

He really didn't believe that 
he was getting such a tough 
sentence," said one friend. 
"Today, he is just angry. 

"He has decided to make 
an issue of the way the case 
was handled by (U.S. Attor-
ney Michael) Walsh. Haro 
was under the impression 
that all would be forgiven if 
he would just make financial 
restitution and pay the fines. 
He believed it would be han-
dled civilly and not criminal-
ly. But Walsh crossed him 
up." 

The issue of Walsh's han-
'ling of the case, long a sore 
'nt among Haro support-
s, emerged publicly in 
urt on Monday when 

Haro's attorney John Mitch- to resign. Some sources fam- certain people were o 
ell complained to the judge liar with the political prob- vindictively destroy a Demo- 
about the switch tocriminal lems caused by the Haro cratic minority councilman 
prosecution once Walsh case to the other council who is serving for the first 
came into office earlier this members and the mayor time in the history of San 
year and assumed direction said Haro could be Diego government and 
of the case. 	 maneuvering to a better bar- whose work while a council- 
ACTIONS VIEWED 	gaining position to guaran- man has been praised by 

Interviewed again yester- tee that his successor on the all," Gillis said in an inter-
day about his actions , Walsh council shares his Demo- view. 
said, "He was not promised cratic-liberal credentials 
anything at any point by our rather than be a copy of the 
office." Republican-conservative 

Walsh said Terry J. majority on the council. 
Knoepp, his predecessor in PREFER RESIGNATION 
the office, "made the deci- Most of the council mem- . 

sion in the summer of 1977 to bers have made it clear that 
handle the matter civilly. they would prefer Haro to 
But no civil resolution was resign, sparing them the 
ever arrived at before I took task of having to vote 
office. against excusing his jail- 

"I came in. I saw the case. caused absences from coun-
In reviewing it, I said that I cil meetings. If Haro misses 
couldn't understand why this more than eight meetings, 
was not a criminal case. It he would lose his seat unless 
always should have been a the council votes to excuse 
criminal case." those absences. 

Walsh said Haro or his Another source, aware of 
lawyer could have been Haro's financial problems 
confused by statements and the heavy federal fines between Jan. 4, 1969, and 
made by U.S. customs inves- facing him, said Haro would Aug. 3, 1973 — well before 
tigators. 	 avoid resignation for as long his 1975 appointment to the 

as he can to continue to draw council — he made at least 
CONCERN TOLD 	paychecks. 	 140 trips from Mexico to the 

"They told him if he was Council members, paid United States through the 
straight with them that it every two weeks, receive San Ysidro port of entry with 
would be handled civilly," $17,000 a year. 	 shipments of wood furnish- 
Walsh said. "But then he The campaign to save ings, aluminum grills and 
lied to them repeatedly. Haro "has little chance for lamp fixtures. 
That's what I was concerned success," said one Haro inti- Haro admitted using false 
about — the lies and the 
cover-up from August to De-
cember 1973." 

Haro's supporters, howev-
er, believe that Haro's case 
should have been handled 
civilly. One person who dis-
cussed the matter with Haro 
yesterday said, "This is defi-
nitely an issue." 

He said there are plans for 
rallies of support for Haro. 

There was further specula-
tion last night about the rea-
sons for Haro's decision not 

He compared the 90-day 
sentence and the $51,876 in 
fines that confront Haro with 
the sentence meted out in 
1976 to C. Arnholt Smith, 
head of U.S. National Bank. 
PROBATION 

"This is the same federal 
judiciary that found Republi-
can millionaire C. Arnholt 
Smith guilty of fraudulently 
appropriating money from 
U.S. government agencies in 
the amount of over $100 mil-
lion and sentenced him to 
straight probation, no jail 
time and to pay $30,000. 

When he pleaded guilty on 
June 8, Haro admitted that 

FEELING VOICED 
The feeling that Haro was 

singled out for harsh treat-
ment because he is the first 
Chicano on the council and a 
liberal was voiced yesterday 
by Steve Gillis, newly elect-
ed chairman of the County 
Democratic Party. 

"I cannot help but feel that 
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There has been a great deal of furor in recent weeks 
involving the political future and the legal problems o 
San Diego City Councilman Jess Haro. 

Councilman Haro agreed in court to a statement of 
facts stipulating that he removed merchandise involved in 
a United States Custom investigation. He further agreed 
to duties of $5,700 and penalities of $46,000. He awaits 
sentencing on the misdemeanor charge July 17. The 
alleged crime transpired prior to Haro's appointment to 
the San Diego City Council and spans a period from 1969 to 
1973. 

Many people, including the San Diego Union and 
Tribune and local television stations, have called for 
Councilman Haro's resignation, saying he has been 
"convicted" of a "serious crime."To this day, Councilman 
Haro has been silent on the matter. 

It is not our intention to defend, nor to explain. It is our 
intention to examine the political events surrounding this 
case and attempt to put some perspective into all of these 
proceedings. 

In the first case, we have a brand new aggressive U. S. 
Attorney, Michael Walsh. Mr. Walsh has let it be known 
both privately and publicly that he intends to "make a 
name for .  himself;" that he intends to "turn this city 
upside down." Our sources for these statements are both 
in and out of the U. S. Attorney's office. Our sources, 
obviously, wish to remain anonymous. They state that 
there is no doubt that the U. S. Attorney's office is in-
tended to become highly political and highly visible with 
the media. In other words, the U. S. Attorney's office is 
going on the campaign trail to establish a name for Walsh 
and to lay the foundation for his own political aspirations.  
Fine. This is nothing new, Mr. Walsh did not invent this, 
but it needs to be put into perspective. 

Addil ionall-v, it is important to remember that Mr. 
Walsh is the third U. S. Attorney to review the Jess Haro 
case. The previous two U.S. Attorneys (both Republican), 
declined any action, citing that the case was essentially a 
civil matter involving a small amount of custom goods 
and the U. S. Attorney's office had no business sticking its 
nose in it. The original complaint, back in 1969 was for $430 
in unpaid custom duties. 

Since that time, Mr. Haro has risen in stature, become 
a Democratic activist, and was appointed to the San Diego 
City Council... 

At that point Mr. Haro apparently made enemies. He 
made enemies in local government and he made enemies 
especially in the U. S. Customs Department. During all 
these years, this case has lain fallow. Mr. Haro has at-
tempted to resolve it. Our sources tell us there are many 
documents that have been sent to Mr. Haro that relate to 
his trying to settle this whole proceeding with U. S. 
Customs. At no time was there ever the slightest hint, 
suggestion or inclination or) the part of the U. S. Attorney's 
office indicating it was taking procedural action. In fact, 
one source tells us Mr. Haro was sent a letter from U. S. 
Customs that indicates the whole matter was resolved and 
all Mr. Haro had to do was pay the fine — $50,000 -- and 
the matter would be dropped. The date on this letter is in 
late 1977. -   

It is important to note the media is playing a large role 
in all of this. It's been a relatively quiet spring and a 
relatively quiet summer. There's a gigantic war shaping 
up between the San Diego Union, the Tribune and the 
invading Los Angeles Times. There really hasn't been a 
lot of good ."scandal news" for anybody to get their teeth 
into. Hence the overreaction to Haro's case. We have to 
add the fact that generally the media in this city is 
Republican, conservative and concerned with the status 
quo. They generally fear or oppose any radical changes in 
our social 'order. 

Mr. Haro represents change in its entire magnitude. 
He was appointed to the city council to fill the unexpired 
term of Councilman Jim Bates when Mr. Bates was 
elected to the board of supervisors. Mr. Haro was 
essentially beholden to no one when he was appointed to 
the cit council, although fhere_w  • . 

a e was in ayor  •  e e Ili son's pocket. Any ong-time 
observer of the political scene has to know that this view 
has to be the most inaccurate assessment that has been 
made. In fact, Jess Haro is Mayor Wilson's number one 
challenger for the mayoral campaign next year. - 

It also is appropriate to point out that the supporters of 
Mayor Wilson are aware of Councilman Haro's 

MIN" 
 

aspirations for the mayor's job and this, too, has a role to 
play in this little drama. 

So essentially what we have is a highly charged and 
i •  

O 

co 

, 	. 	. nocent. 
After that the case goes to an entirely adminstrating 

route whereby paper work must go back and forth bet-
ween the importer and the local customs office, between 
the importer and the U. S. Customs office in Washington, 1 
between the local customs office and the Washington 1 
customs office and so forth. It is not unusual for these 1 
cases to drag on and on, simply because of the ad- . 1 
ministratiVe hassles.  . 	 . We suspect this is what has transpired with Court- '

e 

 

highly political U. S. Attorney who is looking to make 
f name for himself. We haveo long-time history of the U. 

Customs Department and Councilman Haro attempting M.' 
work out some sort of reasonable agreement. We have a 
situation where Councilman Haro was in the private 
sector and then became part of the public sector when 
appointed to city council, who then made instant enemies 
among certain sections of the community, including the 
U. S. Customs Department. Additionally, by being in-
volved in the political process and political situation, 
Councilman Haro made political enemies, not the least of 
which would classify the potential rivalry betweenhimand 
Pete Wilson for the mayor's job. 

In attempting to explain all of this, it is difficult for us .. 
to buy the U. S. Attorney's story: Councilman Haro 
somehow is one of the worst and most desperate criminals 
to reach our shores since the days of the Barbary Coast 
when the pirates looted and plundered the countryside. In 
addition to that, Councilman Haro is somehow an 
unethical and immoral person. We would suggest to you 
this is nothing more than window dressing on the part of 
the U. S. Attorney to strengthen his case as a vigorous, 
aggressive, high-profile, prosecutor who is not giong to 
stop short of anything to insure that the bad guys go to jail. 
Also, we might add, Mike Walsh made quite a name for 
himself; he got a lot of good press. But the root cause of 
Haro's case, is the U. S. Customs Dept. and its antiquated 
regulations. Our investigation has shown that with the U. 
S. Customs Department, if you're an importer -exporter, 
as Jess Haro was in the late '60s and early '70s, you must 
go to what is called a Customs Broker. This is the person 
who helps you assign value, and the all-important customs 
number, to your goods. This broker advises you on how to 
classify your material, under what name to list it, an 
what number to give it. He essentially handles all of the 
paper work and the administrative duties for you. For this 
he is paid a fee. 

Now the simple act of assigning a number or telling the 
Customs Department what it is you're importing doesn't 
sound too complicated; however, it's extremely com-
plicated. For example, calling paper, raw paper, as op-
posed to calling it finished paper may result in two dif-
ferent types of duties, even though it is essentially the 
same item. Legitimate customs officials and customs 
brokers will tell you that this happens. 

People import goods and assign a different name and a 
different I.D. number to it. The customs officials will 
inspect these goods and see that they are what the 
documents say and tax it at a lower rate. While all this is 
going on, the individual merchant or importer is not. 
subject to any of the laws of the United States of America. 

There is no due process, there is no right to a trial, 
there is no Fifth Amendment, there is no Fourteenth 
Amendment and there are no petitions for the individual 
rights of a person importing goods into the United States. 
You are guilty until you are proved innocent once the 
fraud division moves in to the situation. 

This is not an uncommon thing involving international 
import-export. The same is true when you come into the 
county after visiting Mexico. Even though you are a 
United States citizen, you have no rights once you meet 
the customs and immigration people. 

What transpires is that someone feels the items have 
not been valued properly in the Customs Department. It is 
then referred immediately to the fraud division even 
though there is no intent to defraud. It is simply the in-
spectors judgment that the value assigned, or the I. D. 
number, is not correct. There are no if, ands, buts about 
this. 

It's an administrative matter to he sure, but by the 
same token; once the case goes to the fraud division, it is 
then investigated on the premise that the person is at-
tempting to defraud the United States government. There 
is not one bit of evidence at this point. There has not been 
one hearing before a judge. There hat not been one 
question asked of the individual. In this business none of 
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