CADLE ADDRESSD
"HETTMAN"

LAW OFFICES
WALTER E. HETTMAN

315 MONTOOMERY STRECLYT
SAN FRANCISCO

March 3rd, 1930

Colonel Ed Fletcher
1020 Ninth Street
San Diego, California

Dear Colonel:

Your letter of February 28th was received this morn-
ing and I am writing you immediately, air mail, in response to
your questions.

The name "Commonwezlth Club of San Diego" would be
an ideal one, but when we corresponded I was of the opinion that
you were intending to start a club similar to the Commonwealth
'Club here, but to give it some name which would apply to your
own locality.

Section 298 and 296-A of the Civil Code provided that
S apnot file Artickc of Incorporation of
5, 1% similar to one already incorporated. The
Commonwecalth Club hac been incorporated for csome time.

- -

The Commonwealth Club, as you know, has the name,
"Commonwezlth Club of California®"™ and itcs interests are State wide.
It has members in Los Angelec and also members in your own city,
and when it takes any stand uron any issue which concern:s the
entire State, it callcs for help on these members scattered through-
out tae State.

I have nc doubt but that you could builc¢ up a Common-
wealth Club in Ean Diego which might even resemble and surpacs
the Commonwealth Club up here, but you can see how confusing and
embarrassing it might be if two clubc of the same name in differ-
ent sections of the State would take views diametrically oppocsed
to each other on some great issue.

fn attempt was started in Sacramento to have a Common-
wealth Club, but they finally realized the confusion and changed
the name. This was also true in Burlingame where they started the
"Commonweal Club" but finally changed it, or tacked it on to the
Chamber of Commerce. In Berkeley they have what is called the
"Berkeley Commons Club" but even this tendcs to confusion with the
Commonwealth Club.

Come time ago in our correspondence I suggested that
you mizht call it the "Dovn Town Associztion". This organization
is not incorporated but is a wonderful factor for everything con-
cerning San Francisco and f€an Francisco County. Marshall Hale is

e o - . i
- ——————

cne of the moving spirits in this Club and it counts among its
members and directors come of the leading men of the community.

The Down Town Association is anxious to build up other
clubs in other cities and it has assisted in establiching Dovm
Town Associations in Sacramento, Stockton and Fresno and would no
doubt cooperate with you in helpinz to organize in Fan Diego.

Jozepn Cummings is the Secretary and Manarer here in
an Francisco and I am getting in touch with him today te ack if
he will send you copy of the Constitution and Bry-Laws of the
Dovn Town Association, and even though you may not taxze that
name there might be something in their By-Lawc and Constitution
which woulcd help you in your organization.

If I mizsht be permitted to makte some :susgestions for

names, you might consider "fan Diego Commonwieal Club", "Public
Spirit Club", "Down Tovm Association", "Can DPiego Commons Clubf.

~incerely,

4
/
-

VER:R Walter E. Hettrzan.
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Colonel Ed Tletchier
1020 Ninth CStreet
San Diego, California

Dear Colonel:

With regard to "ouv cuestion in your letter of March
oth, as to what pocsible objectione there could be to naming
your club the "San Diego Cocnt, Commonwezaltzn Club®", will °“y
that 1 pointed out the reasons in nmy lcttar to you of Mareh &rd;
that the adopling of the name in San Diego wc¢ u13 rezult in con-
fusion over ztate-wide iszues, and e:peclallj chould the two
clubc be onposed to each other on some matter of great political
nomente.

If you will investigate you will find that there are
a zreat many members of the Commonwealth Club oP the State of
C 1ifornia in San Diego, and they might not know where they would
ctancé should the two organizations not be in accord.

Then, too, the name "Commonwealtn" denotes for the
common benefit of the entire state, whereas your organization

world be purely for thzt of the County..

Yes, legally, you mzy adopt the name "Commonwealth",
ut if vyou attemst to file a2s a corporation with the Secretary
oi Stﬂte, no doubt he would refuse to accept your articlez for
filing, dut if you merely proceed as an association there might
be no legal objection.

l')

I thin¥%, however, the matter should not be considerecd
on mere legal principles but entirely upon ethical principles,
and if the Commonwealth Club of the State of California, having

cnip of over five thousand, objects to your taking the

d accord to their wicshes.

Since your club will be entirely local and confined
to an Pie"o County, why not adopt the eucge tion I gave in n
las 1ettcr znd ”all it, "Can Diego Commo Club", just like the
Berkclcy Commons Club, hich haz r‘evelo')e into a powerful organi-
zation in Berkeler and uhO name wvas SO adopted to avoid confusion.
The word "Commons" denotec a place for gatherings of the people
of the community and no doubt in other states it means a gathering
for a discucsion, or for any evenis affecting the local community,
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such as might almost be denoted by the ol? Boston Commons, a zort
of town pump mceting placc.

The ﬁictiona-y le€finition of "ﬂnmmﬁﬁ'eul“' s - "The
people of statem™; "The f"te“' "4 state in which the people rule':
"A republic", anéd this, you will cee, iz altogether too broad for

1
Y -
an organiza uion limited cnly tc the confines of tke county.

- - - -

"l-' 1 L - - " L .'-‘ ¥ ‘i - - - ‘-Q. T - - - - -
I think when you have fully corsidered the matter, jou

will fiind that "Fan Diezo Common:s" or "fzn Diego Commonweal Club!
is ideal for the rare of your organization.

cincerely,
MIEHe I

Pl he & 4
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Lre Jdulter K. lletinman,
315 Lionigomery,
can Fruncisco, Calif.

Ly dear walters
imelosed Lind notice thaet is explunatiory.

e got nretty sore after the Co.uzonuwealth Club of
San Francisco rcrfused to let us use the neme even
Couwon.eul znd szade & protest to the Secretary

o' State, Jordan, und caused him to repudiate

hi:z pledge to accept ke name "San Dicpo County
Coumonw=al Club®, a8 er your suggestione.

I hiove 2 legel opiricn froo Lo of the best
attorneys in the city that they can't stop us and
ror thet rcason we went back to the name, "San
Pic;o County Cozmonwcualth Club®, .

I #ould approcicte any suggestions from you us to
organiz:tion end im & generul wey the subjects that
ae siould tuckle first.

it goes sithout siying thet your nane iz not being
nertioned in &ny 78y e

Yours very truly,
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April 9, 1930

Colonel Ed Iletcher
1020 Ninth Strcet
San Diego, California

Dear Colonel:

Your letter of March 31st has been received, to-
gether with the clipping announcing the organization of the £zn
Diezo County Commonwezlth Club, and I will say that I admire your
courage in going ahead in spite of all the opposition which has
developed against the use of the name "Commonwealth".

rom the reading of the clipping it would indicate
that you had an enthusiastic meeting and that you selected some
real leaders in San Dicgo for your board of directors.

I have one criticism, however, to make and that is
I am opposed to having women in an organization of this %“ind. I
think that the women should have their ovn service clubs and the
men theirs. The Commonwealth Club here has never taken any women
into its membership, although they permit women to come to the
talks after the luncheons and at the monthly meetings women are
especially invited to come to the dinner meetings to listen, but
I know of no instance where any of the women have talken part in
any of the discussions.

A number of years ago I built up an organization
called the "Iroquois Club", which was of a political nature and
we made it a very strong organization until we took some women into
its membership and gave them offices. From that time the club
disintegrated and finally became merely a matter of past history.

In the Community Chest, or matters which involve
certain phases of charitable work, etc., I believe that both men
and women should cooperate, but I am opposed to a club, such as
the Commonwealth Club, being run with both men and women in charge.
All of this is said without anything personal in regard to the
women who are named as directors for the first year in your organi-
zation. I do not know them but I feel certain they are women of
influence and outstanding in their particular field in fan Diego.

In your letter you ask for suggestions regarding organ-
ization and also the subjects which shouvld be first tackled by your
club, and if you will refer to the Progress Report for 1928 of the
Commonwealth Club, you will see that the Club is divided into some
fifteen or twenty sections, which are organized for the purpose of
studying various specified subjects. It might be best at the be-
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zinning not to have toc many study sections but to allow them to
develop as the necessity urges. For instance, the sections on
literature, music, men's chorus, the Club's orchestra, radio,
were developed during the last two years.. You had better confine
your sections to agriculture, aviation, city planning, govern-
mental finance and taxation, harbor development, immigration,
industrial relations, irrigation, municipal government, public
health, State highways and social welfare. It would be best to
select a chairman for each section and then permit nim to re-
cruit members for his special study section and he can appoint
a vice-president and secretary and hold round table lunches for
Jiscussions, starting at 12:15 and finishing at 1:30. Speakers

e e B’

may be invited to come before these sections to give their views.

Once 2 month a dinner meeting can be neld, starting at
six o'clock and ending nc lzter than ten, at which some one of
the sections will bring in a2 report, having some three or four
speakers, and then others to talk after the set speeches under
tahe five minute rule. These nizht meetings are the occasions
when the Club really goes on record for or against any particular
measure, and it is at such meetings that everything which is
reported has been carefully studied and censored in advance of
the report by the various speakers.

From the Progress Report you will see that many of the
csections hzve been very active and trhat the subjects covered by
them at their noon day luncheons are very comprehensive. Take
for instance the section on immigration, on page 520; this will
zive you an idea of what an active section can do during a year.

The Commonwealth Club has a Friday luncheon at which
about 500 attend, at the Palace Hotel, and the address is always
by some perscn of note, generally someone from the East or
aproad znd the talk is limited to 45 minutes. There are no
other spceches except the one at such a luncheon and no business

is conducted at such a meeting.

Ido not know how extensive you will want to be in your
activities in the Club, until you have developed a fairly good
sized membership, but you will undoubtedly be interested in the
subjects of irrigation, highways, taxation, etc., and could
develop active sections on these subjects at once.

Sincerely,

YWEE:R Walter E. Hettman.

/
Colonel Fletcher announced the completion of the organization

of the San Diego County Commonweelth Club today as outlined recently in a
meeting at the San Diego Athletic Club.

The board of governors for the first year will be,
Heyor Hary C. Clark, Dr. Edward L. Hardy, President of the Stute College,
A. W. Gilbert, property ommer ir Kancho Sunta Fe and prominent manufecturer
in the east, Havruh Hubbard, drumatist, M, F; Heller, busines: man,
Nrs, Beryl Munkelt, wife of attorney Glen H, liunkelt, Dr, Constantine
Pununzio, dir:cctor of the Ngighborhood house und Professor of sociology
at the State College, F. . White, President San Diepo Athletic Club,
Gordon Gruy, attorncy, member state Bourd of Education, lize Ada York,
county superintendent of schools, i, B, Wihitcomb, V. Presicent First
Netional Bank, L. F, fieggenman, bussinessman and director Sun Diego
Commurity Chest, J. ¥. Sefton, Jr., Vice President Sun Diego Trust &
Savings Bank, Dr. W. C. Crandzll, director First Netionel Bank,
Hal G, Hotchkiss, President San Diego Chamber of Commerce, %. R. Hepner,
City Supcrintendent of Schools ané Colonel kd Fletcher, lend and water

developer,

Colonel Fletcher in énnouncing the creation of the Club
stateds

"Wie feel the time has come to creute in San Diego County
an organization similar to the Commonwealth Ciub of San Frencisco with

the same objects and ideals,

The San Francisco Club has rendered & distinct serwvice
particulerly to San Frenecisco as well as the States It now hss
a membership of 4450, They are incorporated under the name Cormmonwealth
Club of California.

The San Prangisco Club objects to the name San Diego Gi'tijtiﬂ
Commonwealth Club as we%l as the name San Diego Commonweel Club and
have protested to the Secretary of State Jordean with such affect that
our Secretary of State Jordqp will not accept the incorporetion papers
under either name, San Diego?é';;'mo wealth Club wfvSan Diego County
Commonwea} Club although at one time our secretaery of state agreed to
accept the incorporation papers for the San Diego Cowmty Commonweslth

Club but later by 'phone cancedled thet promise,
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Our attorney says that the Secretary of Stete can be
successfully mandamused und that neither will conflict with the state
law. The probabilities are &hst the Board of Governors will not at
the present time press this matter.

There can be no question to our havjng a voluntary
ascoclation without filing association papers, at least until such time
as the matter can be amicabily adjusted sétisfactory to all parties
in interest.

This orgunizetion will be & fact finding body wholly
impartisland will, I am sure, cooperute to the fullest extent with the
city council, Bo rd of Su ervisors, Chamber of Commerce, Tax Payers
Associstion and all other public or semi-public organizations
who will have problems to solve and desire us to assist or 2id in their
solution.

This Club will unquestionably msintein itself and
will be in an impertiel position as an open forum for the discussion
of disputed questions, to nake investig:tions as toc ‘he fscts
an& present suid facts to the public thot the public mey in their own
mind decide their future course of action.

It has teken the Commonwealth Club of San Francisco
twenty odd yeasrs to develop into an orgunization of tremendous influence.

I an sure the policies of the Club willbe to go
slow and lay the foun ation for zn orgunization that willbe

of valuable service to this community."

- PR -
R —

blay Twenty-first,
1 9 3 0

ire Ae We Gilbert,
Rancho Sautu: PBe,
California.

Ky dear lre. Gilbexrts

I have not callec « zeeting of the incorporators of
the San Diego County Comionwenltihh Club for reas.:s
you well Knowe

There is & wovenent on foot in Sun Francicco among

the Dircctors of the Comucnwsalth Club of Califcrnia

to send 2 letter of reeciiendation to the Secretary

of' State approving the nene Sun Dicgo County Ccmmcnweulth
Clube

One of the ex-presidents »f the club, one of our most
proninent wen in the stute, has writien ue t- the effect
tant cur position iz well tukene Also the Chalrmun of
the Exocutive Counittee, lire iill C, Food, State
Superintendent of banks beiieves likewise and
symiputhizes with us in the matter.

I hope at un ourly date t get a definite decision

one way or anotheor or reconsideration by the Com .onweisith
Club of Califormia anc plan at an carly date to eall

a meetinges I hope favor:ble action will be taken

by the Comroowedkti: Club of California in relation
theretoe. |

I have a written opinion from iwo pronminent attornevs
in this city that we arc wholliy within our rights

and can uvandsnus the Secretary of Stute und can force
hin to accept the name San Dicgo Couniy Comicnwcalth
Club but I an hoping that no such action will ®e
necessarye

I have Just received the following letter fronm
State Superintendent oi Banks, Honoxr.ble 7ill C. Woode

#Dear Colonel:

So far as thz Commonwealih Club is eonecrned,
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the Board of Governors understand from Frank Jord:un
that you are now asplying for "Commonweal Club of

San Dicgo County", which they consider ~uite different
fron "San Diego County Commonweal Club"e I am oure
the Boaxd of Covernors here are averse to the use

of the name "Comzonweel Club or can DiegoCounty"”,

on account of probable confusion. However, as I
indicated to youy I, (ans I an sure certuin other
merbers of the Board of Governors), regard the name
"an Dicgo County Cozmonweal Club®™ in an entirely
different lighte I am very hope ful that this matter
muy o edjusted in « very friendly way end ir a qay
satisfactory both to the Board of Governors and to
yourselfls : :

filth best wishes
Very sincerely yours,
(signed) 7Will C. Wood®
The following is a copy of oy answer in reply.
Uiy deer Mre Wood: |

Answering yours of iay ninetecnth will scy
that San Diego County Couanmonwealth Club is

the only name that I have submitted officially
to Secretary of State Jordan who turned

it dowm on reccmcendation of the Commonw: alth
Club of California.

I never considered naming the Club Comumonweasl
Club of Sen Piego Countye

I an erclosing official and ori;inal peopers
7hich please returne

I do apprecicte your interest in this matter
end hope it 7111l be settled in a friendly
spirit.

Sincerely yours,
(signed) Ed Fletcher®

Can you see by this that the informution given the
Commonaealth Club of California is entirely erroneous?

I am sending to lre Wood the original letter from
the Depurtment of State dated April 23, 1930 reading

a3 followss

#3

"Centlemens

7e are returning herewith the enclosures
shich accompnaied your letter of the 10th
irstant and advisc thot we buve no intention
of withdrawing: our objection t  the uge of
the nume SAN DIEGO COUNTY COMUONULALTH CLUB
by the corporution which you propose to form.
It i5 our firm epinion thet this nome would
conflict with thut of the COIUONWIALTH CLUB
OF CALIFORNIA and we have slrcudy advised this
corporation thut we will not permit the use
of such nane.

It is our suggestion thut if you persist

ir your dezirc to vee suld rame yecu Tile ¢
petition in the Superior Court for a writ of
mandate to conpel us to file thaese articles,

If such a petition is filed the GCLLONGEALTH
CLUB OF CALIFORNIA /ill furnish counsel
to repr: ent this office in the proceedings.
Viory truly yours,
FRAIK Ce JORDiN,Secratary of State.

By Robert V. Jordan
Assistant Secretury of State."

I am also sending Mr. #ood the original petition.

I hops this matter can be straightened cut und have every
reason $o believe that e are going to win cut along

the lines of our original petition, i.c., SAN DIEGO
COUNTY COIL.ORWEALTH CLUB,

Yours very truly,
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