
Dr . Joseph Rotblatt 
Physics Department 
J.ll dioal College 
St . Bartholemew's Hospital 
London, England 

Dear Dr. Rotblntt: 

May 23, 1957 

On the suggesti,on of Eugene Rabinowi tch , I am send

ing you enclosed a copy of a letter which I wrote today to Lord 

Russell. 

m 
Enol . 

With kind personal regards, 

Yom:as sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



I 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTI T UTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

/ 
July 26, 1957 

Professor J. Rotblat 
Physics Department 
The Medical College of 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
Charterhouse Square, E.C . 1 
London, England 

Dear Professor Rotblat: ----- ------
As a sequel to the Pugwash meeting, I am in 

the process of conduct~ng an inquiry. 
of the inquiry is to find out whether 

that it would be desirable to hold in 

The purpose 

others feel 

the future a 

sequence of meetin~s that, I personally believe, might 

serve some useful ~urpose . The purpose to be a ccom

plished and the pature of the meeting are described 

in the attached memorandum. 

A list~f those to whom this memorandum is 
sent is enclpsed. 

If y ur time permits I should be grateful if 

you couldJWrite me a few lines and give me your reac

tion to he ~~~d of meeting I propose . 

m 
Encl. 

kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 1 

Leo Szilard 

P .S. Enclosed you will also find a copy of a covering letter to 

the memorandum that I sent to Professor Topchiev. 



August 22, 195't 

Professor J. Rotblat 
Physics Department 
The f\~edical College of 

St . Bartholome1 1s Hospital 
Charterhouse Square, E.C. 1 
London., England 

Dear Rotbl at: 

I believe you are one of those designated at Pug
wash to serve on a continuing committee . I shoul d appreci
ate your reading the attached note and 1 tt1ng me have your 
re ctlon as s ·oon aa convenient . 

m 
Encl . 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely~ 

Leo Szilard 



PROFESSOR J. ROTBLAT 

TELEPHONES: 

CLERKENWELL 9875 

CLERKENWELL 0661 EXT. 14 

MONARCH 7777 EXT. 142 

Dear Szilard, 

PHYSICS DEPARTMENT, 

THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL, 

CHARTER HOUSE SQUARE, E . C . I . 

3rd October , 1957. 

Many thanks for your letters of September 20th and 25th, 
as we ll as for your previous communication and memo which arrived 
while I was away in the Far East. 

I was hoping that Powell and I mi ght meet Bertrand Russell 
and discuss your suggestions, but Powell is still away and I am 
not quite sure when he is coming back to England. My own view 
is tha t the University of Chicago \vould b e an excellent sponsor 
~jn1 but only f or one meeting. The representatives from the 
East mi ght, perhaps, not like it if a series of mee tings were 
held under the aegis of an American institute. The venue of 
the meetings would , of course, have to be outside th.e United States, 
since otherwise some members might be excluded from attendance. I 
also feel that West Germany would not b e the proper place to hold 
such a meeting under the present political cond i tions. The 
original idea about Canada or the 1 Test Indies s eems t o me to be 
a good one. It mi ht perhaps b e ever b e tter i f the mee ting 
were held in a completely neutral terr i tor y , such as I ndia; 
but of course this would depend on finances. D "''OU think t he 
University would b e able to obtain the re ui red finance? 

With regards to the scope of the mee t ing , I am on the whole 
in agreement wi th y our memorandum: ':Ju t some of your sugges tions 
seem to me to be somevnat cont radictory; .t·or example, you s ay 
that np statement shoul b e i ssued after the 1:1eeting ; yet you 
sug e&>t inviting as observers peopl e from the press. ?viy own 
f eeline is, that a t least the fir st meeting shoul d b e restricted 
to scientists only and t h e question of obse r vers should be left 
for discussion at the first meet ing. 

These are only general remar ks. I hope to discuss the 
suggestio1~ with Bertrand Russell at greater length. 

Yours sincerely, 

Professor Leo Szilro~d, 
c/o Professor Max Von Laue, 
Fritz-Haber-Institut der Max-Planck-Gesellschaft, 
Fai•adayweg 4, 
Berlin- Dahl em, 
Ger many. 



Berl in- Dahlem , 7 .10 .1957 

Dear Rotblat : 

I just received your kind letter of October 3rd . Le t me first of 
a l l clear up one point . My thought is that the proposed meeting 
must not aim a t issuing a proclamation purporting to represent the 
consensus of the meeting . However it would seem advisable to issue 
a communique at the end of t he meeting , listing the toping dis
cussed and perhaps even some of the views that have been expressed 
either with , or without , attribution . 

A second point which I would like to clear up is the question of 
observers . \ ·e surely do not want newspapermen . But men like 
\tnlter Lipman are not newspapermen; they do not function as 
reporters . They arc co lumnists who express their own opinions and 
mi ght regard the proposed meeting - if t hey are willing to attend 
it at all - as an opportunity for clarifying their own t houghts . 
'e surely would not \vant any other kin .of columnists and , 

admittedly , there are only very few of !h~ kind . 

I run forwarding your letter to Morton Grodzi ns . I should perhaps 
add that I have a very high regard for Grodzins - and so docs 
everyone else at Chicago - and I rut reasonably sure that you wi l l 
li e him also . I bel ieve he is qui e uniquely suited for the "job" 
and very much convinced t hu important function which 
scientists can fulfil , better than any other group , at this time . 

Yours sincerely , 

~-
(Leo Szilard) 





PROFESSOR J. ROTBLAT 

TELE PHONES: 

CLERKENWELL 9 87 5 

CLERKENW ELL 066 1 EXT. 14 

MON ARCH 777 7 EXT. 14 2 

Dear Sz ilar d , 

PHYSICS DEPARTMENT, 

THE M E DICAL COLLEGE OF 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW ' S HOSPITAL, 

CHARTE R H O USE SQUARE, E .C. 1 . 

25th Iovember , 1957. 

"qny th8lli{s for your let t er of the 15th _ovember. The 
difn icul t ies qb Gu t t he me e tina of the Steering Committee 
are not just money and visas, but a lso t ime. As you kno·.v 
y our self i t is very difficult to find R time convenient 
to ~ 11 conce ~ned , even ~or a very smnl number of people . 
I11 t his c '"' se it so h r.> •pens th !"' t the time:; convenient to 
Skobel t zyn ar e not convenient to "abinowi tch and vice-vers s . 
The ,-..., ... e L c:;re ed on , _ ece .. :ber 1 °th, seems to be the earliest 
convenient. 

·i th r e o·,., r d t o ~'n r su = ·est ion that the Steeri ng Commit tee 
should me e t i P Berlin _. l :_'"' onl y diff iculty about this is that 
it WOUld mr:ke i t i OOS:> i ol e J.. Or Bertrand "li.ussell to attend , 
b ecause he i s t ')o i ~ J to go "' ro ad . He hopes to take part 
in th e meeting in Lonaon on December 18th. 

Once 'vJe held our first meeting any future discussions 
would be d~cided by correspondence or telephone , so I hope 
there will be no more hold-up . 

I am going to put all your suggestions to the meet ing ; 
if you have any further proposals to make , I should like 
to hear from you between now and the 18th December. 

Let me assure you once again , that I personally feel 
very strongly the ur ~ency of the situation. 

Professor Leo Sz ilard , 
c/o Professor v Lpue , 
FarAday veg 4 , 
Berlin, 
Dahlen. 

/i th best regards , 
Yours sincerely , 





, 

'Professor 
tT. Rotbla t 
l'hys 1cs De ·· rtment 

December 3rd, 1957 

The edical Col l ege of St. B9 rtholoma~ •s nos r ital Ch t rho se Square 
London ..;.c. 1 
E n g 1 a n d 
----~-...... --- --- ..... _...... __ 
De~ r Rotb la. t, 

Since wo t . l ~ ed over tho tele ~n e I r oeived your letter. 
I also d "i so ~ fl ed wi th ·veias -:. o ~' f f ·rther your thought ot using 
your Ste r 1ng Oorrmit ee Meot1ng for gather·ing a somewhAt l11rger 
~rou"" nd 1 lJ.eing e " "roclnmat i on". Both, Weissko uf and I bel1eve 
t q t it rna: e ve.r , difficult to sn Bnythjng sansible wjth 
ad uat force through ~·moh n ir- rovised roe ·tlng. 

TTl • ho moun·t l me I hF.lve o 1so g1 ven some thought to whetbx;3r 
the e is a si .- e mas• a •'e on h'i.ch a large number of scientists 
cotdd ~re , tlfto · -n de· '· te ~iscussion of the issue, (for which 
the next "thin , ing mJot'ing" should fford an o ~ ortunity). 1 a.m 
co rom c~': jng my t ntl3tive ooncl1lSi ons to .:~ ou and few others so 
U t ou rna , oon~ i er t t at ~ onr le i s ure we ·i ahend of any maeting. 

It se . ms to e t h·~ t ... e so'ientists .r.ve to put .. own o11r feot 
so. e "he!' n d sa ·· "so f r on .t no furth~r", but just .where should 

e r v tha t , tne? ner. a •.s we mi~ht demand from the gov~u·nment a 
r lodge th~t t1oy vil l not resort to the use of atomic bombs ana nat 
"enemy" terri tory, '>'7l 1le they may r o '·'-~ rve the right to use t oll'ic 
bombs for ~ ur"" oses of dlefonse w thin the1 r o•tm terri tory (or the 
terr1 ory of ~he r ~l l 1os) . An yoc r oreemher . he Ruusians have qlways 
t 1ecr•mded thr.lt he over ~mente be Jed~:oart not to use atomic boobs, nnd 
t ·!Dt this ms r : ectad by the Am<:tricnns ( ·~ nd oth rs) on ~he RTOiln 



-2-

th t Russia oo1;rld overrun Euro"'e ith Rn army equi. ped with 
conventional wee · ons. Acoordtngly the West rn nations ore 
claiming the right o defend themselves with ~tomic bombs used 
in oomb~t ag~inst ~n "agress1on". 

Thi , of ootrse, 
ho is the agr a~or. 

·on•t do , for it is not possible to know 
Th refor , if w~ w~nt to distinguish bet~oan 

attack n. efense we can do it only in the manner indicated above. 
It a nat·on wnnts to clefen .. its o·m territory by ex lod1ng atomic 
borebs within its o·vn terri.tory, , oll and good. But no nr:ttion shall 
hav the r ht to drop otomic bOUlbS on BOntEJO!le else's territory 
as lon~ s t other nation do a bo~ horselt violote this rinoi le. 

I do not b lieve O·f course thf, .. , very much could be g• ined by 
the " roht ':J5 t l on" here ro .'oeed. Dut I t.bink 1 t wotlld be a good 
first stop 111d I think no harm oould come from scientists eking 
for i • The atondnrd American ob1eotion to the stnndard us91an 
"emand •tould in any oase not apply to this principle . 

I trust you w 11 let me know if you think 1t 1 ould be useful 
1t I vt:n-~ o 1n Lon on when you.r ""teering Co rnittc:emeets. 

I mn ., not be in B rlln all the t 1me brJ.t yotl con re ch me 
o/o • rofes.,or von 1.81 e, 1l . rlin-Dnhlem, Faraday Weg 4-6. 

Sincerely • ours, 

Leo Beilr rd. 



PROFESSOR J . ..ROTBLAT ,. 
TELEPHONES: 

CLERKENWELL 9875 

CLERKENWELL 0661 EXT. 14 

MONARCH 7777 EXT. 14 2 

Dear Szilard, 

PHYSICS DEPARTMENT, 

THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL, 

CHARTERHOUSE SQUARE, E.C.I. 

30th December, 1957. 

I enclose for your information the draft of a letter 
of invitation which I am circulating to the members of the 
corruni t tee. 

Would you please let me know if you have any co~nents 
on it? 

Professor Leo Szilard, 
Kensington Palace Hotel, 
Kensington, 
LONDON. 

With best regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
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i Pr~:fessor : .feo Sz ilEi:pd , 
The Enrico Fermi Institut e r or 

lifucle ar Stud:i. es , 

The Univers ity or Chi cas o , 
CHI CAGO JT . , 

.. JLLI Nors , v .. s . .t~ . ... 

+--Second (old here------. 

Sender's name and address:... f>roress .. or J . Ro.~blat , 
Physics Dep ar tment , 

St. Bart holomew ' s r.Iedi cal College , 
.. . Chart erhouse · s·Cj_uare , 

London , E . c. 1 •• 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 

ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

: . 

' .,. 
' 
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PROFESSOR J. ROTBLAT 

Dear Szilard, 

Physics ~epartment , 
St. Bartholome ';r ' s ··-edical 

College, 
Chart er house Sr u r re , 
LOI'J:,ON, J; . C. 1 • 

4th Verch, 1958. 

Apart :from an acknowledgernent from your Secre tary, there 

has been no formal reply from you yet about your participation 

in the April meeting in Canada. As time is getting short 

I should be glad to know whether you will be coming, and if' 

so when do you expect to arrive . As you probably know the 

meeting will take place in the 7.Ianoir Saint Castin , which 

is about half an hour's drive from Quebec City. 

Professor Leo Szilard, 
The University of Chicago , 
Chicago 37 , 
ILLINOIS, U.S. A. 

Yours sincerely, 



Night Letter 
Telegram to: 

Prof. Rotblat 

12th. March, 1958. 

St. Bartholomew r s Medical College, LONDON . 

ARRIVING QUEBEC SATURDAY PRECEDI NG MEETING IF SECRETARIAL 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE OVF.R WEEKEND 

REGARDS 

SZILARD 



--~ 

Night Letter to: March 14, 1958. 

Prof. Rotblat 
St. Bartholomew's Medical Colle ge, 
LONDON. 

AM GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT SMALL SIZE OF RUSSIAN DELEGATION 

TO QUEBEC 1~ETING STOP UNLESS THIS IS REMEDIED ORGANIZATION 

OF FUTURE CONFERENCES OF THIS SORT WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT 

STOP COLONEL LEGHORN AND JEROME WIESNER ARE EXPERTS WHO 

KNOW MUCH ABOUT THE DANGER OF ACCIDENTS WHICH MIGHT 

PRECIPITATE AN ATOMIC WAR THAT NOBODY WANTS STOP SUGGEST 

YOU URGE THE RUSSIANS TO ENLARGE THEIR DELEGATION TO INCLUDE 

SUCH EXPERTS AND ~~1~ AT LEAST ONE THEORETICAL 

PHYSICIST OF STANDING 

REGARDS 

SZILARD 
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