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Mr. Henrt B. Cabot 
140 Federal Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Cabot: 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 57, Il11no1e 
April 16, 1950 

Enclosed you will find a f ew copies of a emorandum containing thoughts 

that lead to the decision of the Emer~ency Comi ttee to try to bring into 

edstence a "Council o.f Inquiry into the Conditions of PP.ace." The enclosed 

letter addreseed to .Heuben G. Gustevson, Chancellor oi' the University of 

Nebraska and one of the Trustees of the Emer ency Committee, will bring you 

up-to-date, sbowille; you bow far we have gotten to date. 

We intend to raise some funds prior to public announcement of the plan 

and the incorporation of the Council of Inc1uiry and prior to starting public 

fund raising. If you can think of a few men in Boflton tho you think might 

l::o sympathetic, you mi::;b t _perhups tru.nsmi t to them one of the enclosed copies 

of the mettor<mdum. I f you find sufficient interer-t in Boston to wa.rrant 1 t, 

Harrison Bro·wn and I could come to Boston to meet i th a few men--1 should 

say no more thf.'!n five or aiX--(;t a time convenient to you on lf.ey 2-6, inclu-

sive. I propose to call you over ~~e telephone on Thursday, the 20th of 

April, to find how you feel ebout this idea and whether you are eble to aet 

a date. In m tzy WDiS the morning of Saturday the sixth mi5ht be the best 

for Harrison Brown and me, and I have asked Harrison Brown to keep himself 

free for that date until we hear from you . 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



.. r . Henry F . Cabot , 
14 0 ·· ederal C:.t. , 
~ oston, . ass . 

Dear r . Cabot: 

lJe · York, April 22 , 19SO 

Address: 1155 -ast 57th St . 
r;h i c a o 3 7 1 I 11. 

I am ::?endin_, you four more copies of the meMorandum, 
indi catinz. '-he state of our thinkin, as of :· arch 27th . Since then 
our thinkin hu malic some furt'Y:ler pror,ress and I hope to brins 
you up to date on it \ihon I see you . 

~he question which you raised o'er the tele~Aone is 
a very i~portant nne to acroe upon at the very outset . 

Tt :i~ excoc..d~n ... ly un j. ike.ly t1u::.t Russia and ./l.merica 
cn1.1ld a :'ee , today , on any r:odifirat1 on of t 1e u:T ~11.arter that 
:auld effecti,ely abolis:1 tho veto , or that the:· could a r reo on 
any effoC'ti\e 'Wt'1od of ·~anctions, unless t!loy arc a,_, le first to 
stop lhe cold v ar o.nC:: live for a p0ri od nf ti ~e in ''peace n with 
each ot .. or . 

In t~l.e· clrcur'1stanccs , it is very important for us 
clenrly to think throu h r1hother or not , in the absen~e of any 
r'lethod of enforcement , wo can ha-ve '!peace" w"l-)ich we can tru8t 
to end re lon, enourh to Live us a chance to v;ork out an<l e;et 
BCTeerrent on the first major step tm·,ards a world t m:ernMent . 
The 'quest5 rm may be put j n t'·d s fo:r~rn! \hat j s t.he use 0f hav in<­
an a reer ·ent r·-1 th Luss ia j f v;e cannot trust Pusr:ia tc keep an 
a gree ment ? 

It is r::y belitJf that upon f·1 nuin[ tho ansr;er t0 
this question will , in f act , turn on war or oace in the next 
ten years . 

T have atteMpted to cope with this question in a 
speech tiven before the Pochester JnRtitute of International 
Affairs and I a m enclosin[ a reprint of t~at speech . In parti ­
cular , the para:··raph ontl tled "' ho.t Use is o.n A, reer:wnt 11 on pa e 
10 , and the passa e which I marked on pare 12 , are relevant to 
the question at iFsre . 

I should be very harJpy t0 diseuss this v:i th ;; ou 
in [ reater detail , si..nce I bcli0ve t' at in the end , everyt11in[; 
~ill turn 0n this one crucial point . 
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Apart from these considerations , it also appears very 
doubtful whether· the Cortmiss1on , within the six months at its 
disposal, could hope to cope successfully wit such an issue as 
the rewritin. of the u:r; Charter . I discussed this point with 
ranville Clark and came to the conclusion that tho Commission 

should not be burdened with this task . 

I vnntler whether 'rou plan to be in New York at anJ tjme 
durin the \'.e . k nf r:ay 1 - b? If s c• , I could meet you the" e at 
a ny tiP.le durin- that wook . 

I shall call you in U!J case , next ~eek to fine out if 
the time is ripe for Harry Er0wn and oe to visit Deaton on the 
6th o.f p·ay , or if we had bettE-r uostpone tho trip unt:i.l s0me 
later time . 

Sincerely :ours , 

Leo Szilard 
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OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CORPORATION 

Mr. Henry B. Cabot 
140 Federal Stree t 
Boston 10, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Cabot: 

May l, 1950 

I have read the memorandum by Professor Szilard which 
you sent with your letter of April 25, and I am returning 
it to you with the fo ll owing comments. 

The suggestion is an interesting one, but I find it 
very dif'ficul t to come to any conviction as to V1Thether it 
would likely work out successfully or not. On the one hand 
there is obviously a very import ant point in bringing about 
uublic understanding and public consideration of these 
questions, and there is also the fact tha t an indep endent 
committee of very able citizens might be able to make the 
suggestion which would brea.l( the present impasse. What may 
be ne eded might be a nev-r idea or it mi ght b e some face­
saving mechanism. 

If this plan is carried out it would seem to me that 
a logical extension of its basic idea would be to provide 
two Russian teams, and not one. The first of these teams 
might approach the problem from the point of vi ew of Russ ian 
self-interest along the lines suggested in Szilard's 
memorandum. We must admit the possibility, however, that 
the Russian government will not act, even as a first 
apuroximation, the way we would, an d that it may have 
objectiv es definitely in view which are not susceptible 
of argument on the assumption of a desire for world ueace 
and a fr ee society. It mi ght therefore be advisable to 
have a second Russian team which would go to the worst extreme 
possible, and assume that all the Russian objectives were of 
the type which we most dislike and most fear. 

I have some qualms about the suggestion at the bottom of 
page five to the effect that the press shoulQ be brought 
into these discussions at the very outset. I would be afraid 
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tha t this might result in an avalanche of political or 
prejudiced outpouring s \vhich would handicap the project 
at the start. I would think that a better p rocedure 
would be to carry through the study on a rather confidential 
basis until it has reached the stage of at least some 
tentative conclusions and some definitive formulation of 
arguments. Then might be the time to bring in the press 
for their reaction and for securing the reaction of the 
public through them. 

Finally, there is another obvious difficulty. In order 
to bring in people who are best informed it would probably 
be necessary to call in people who have a lso been as s ociated 
as members or advisers of the State Denartment on these 
issues, - to say nothing of men who have been associated 
with the work of the Atomic Energy Commission. On the othe r 
hand, it would be extremely difficult for any of these men 
to operate objectively, if at all, because it would be im­
possible for them to di s sociate themselves with the arguments 
concerning these same questions in which they may have been 
involved in their g overnmental duties. Perhaps I f eel rather 
keenly about this because I have had to write myself out of 
a number of interesting situations, since leaving the Research 
and Development Board, simply because I could not divorce myself 
from the discussions of these questions which I had heard in 
the War Council and other a g encies. 

As you may see, therefore, I am very much on the fence 
as to whether this is a good project or not, and by good I 
mean a project which can reasonably be expected to produce 
results commensurat e with the cost intime and money. I do 
think that Szilard has made a very straightforward and 
skilful presentation of the plan. 

Very sincerely yours 

~~~ 
Chairman 



TELEPHONE 

HUBBARD 2-10 1 8 

Professor Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Szilard: 

HENRY B . CABOT 

140 FEDERAL STREET 

BOSTON 10 . MASS. 

May lOth, 1950 

I sent your memorandum about a settlement with Russia to the 
following persons: Mr. Albert Pratt, a partner of Paine Webber Jackson & 

•• 
Curtis, an investment firm; Mr. Lloyd Brace, President of the First National 
Bank of Boston; Mr. Phillips Ketchum, one of our leading lawyers; Judge 
Raymond Wilkins, a justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts; Mr. Thomas 

Mahony, another leading lawyer; Mr. James R. Killian, President of Massachu­
setts Institute of Technology; Mr. Erwin Canhrun, publisher of the Christian 
Science Monitor; Mr. Harold Hodgkinson, General Manager of Filene's, one 
of our largest stores; and Mr. Karl Compton, Chairman of the Board of Massa­

chusetts Institute of Technology. I have written replies from all except 
Messrs. Brace, Wilkins, Mahony and Canham. Mr. Canham is away in Europe 
and I haven't heard from him. Mr. Brace told me that he felt that the situ­
ation in the world was so serious ::£®£ any_Jtep which mi:5ht even have a very 
smail chance of improving our relations with Russia should be taken and that 

he felt that a study such as you sug est was one of them. Mr. Mahony's 
react~ons were very s~mi ar to those of Mr. Grenville Cillk but, i n addition, 
he felt that your memorru1dum put too great restrictions on the general point 
of view of the Russian team. Judge Wilkins was the only person who was ill1-
favorable to the idea. He felt that it would be a good education for those 
participatli1g in the project but for nobody else. I am enclosing the reports 
of all the other gentlemen. 

My own feeling remains that a general study of the relations 
between the West and Russia would be beneficial. However, I agree with Mr. 
Clark that to leave out of consideration world federation is to leave out 
an essential part of any possible settlement and, as your memorandum stands 
today, I would not be prepared to go along with it for that reason. I have 
some other but lesser criticisms. I also judge from the reactions of these 
gentlemen that the question of raising money will not be easy. 

You now have all the evidence in your possession that I have 
acquired here in Boston. If you and Mr. Brown still wish to come on I would 
be glad to seek to arrange a meeting with all or some of these gentlemen who 
I think are representative of the most intelligent sector of our community. 
I dislike being quite so discouraging to an energetic and resourceful man and 
one whom I admire, but I assume that you rather have the truth than any fine 
talk. 

HBC:S 

P. S. 

JZ::"ft(?d 
I also enclose a copy of President Killian's speech. 

P.P.S. I have kept no copies of the enclosed letters. 



Dr. Leo Szimd -- Contint....ed 

As for nzy-oelf, I kncrd' nothlllg about e1thar of the mn, am so am not ~ble 
to Ji19ke may independsnt evahtaticm. · ·. 

o o • • o e e ~ o • • • • • o • • • o o • • n • • • o • • • e o • 

:tzom: Jremoy B • C&bot 
IJ.o ~al street 
BOI\ton 10, Maasel:!uaetto 

·~s Pl'ofeSJJCR" ~o Szilerd 
1155 BUt 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

»ear Dr. sztlard: 

May loth, 1950 

I sent ~ Ilm.IO!'tmdum about a settlement with Rass1a tO 'tbt.J f'ollovi.»« per­

sons: Mr • . Albert Pratt, a. per"~ ot Paine Webber Jaokson am CUrtis, an investmeut 
:f'irm; :&7r. Ll~Jd Brace 1 President of the First Natimml lkmk of' Boeton; Mrr. Ph.1.111ps 

Jtetchum, one of our leo41ng ~ryera ~ J\aage Ro:molld Willd.ns, a Justice of the S~me 
Ccn.rrt at lwasachw:setts; Mr. Thcmen k\haq, onotbe1• les.di.q ]..meyer; »:. Ja:L'Ss R. Killian, 

~a1dent of Masae.chusetw Inllstitute ot ~lmology; • ML'Vin Ce.nbam., publ1&ber of the 

Cbriatian Science Monitor; Mr. Herold HcXJ.gkiason, Ganoral MD.neger ot F1lene'a, <me of 

our largest starss; and Mr;-. Karl COJqpton., Cha:f.rllm.n of the Eos.:rd of ~eaebwJetts Institute 
ttf 'J.'aelmol<>gr. I haW· t.rritten replica f'rom all except lasra. Brace, W1.lldns 1 . 

Mabo!V' aDi Canham. .Mr. Ce:tham is tMrq 1n bo:i;e am I haven't ~~ from h:f.m. Mr .Brace 
told m that he felt that tbe situation in the world ws so ae:rio= tbat az:q S't8.P which 

m1Gh't eva ba.ve a 'Ver7 small chance ot ~ovi!Jg ouz relatioDS. vith Bmsia should be 

tallieD aDd that he felt t.bat a a~ &~h u yt)l.l suggest -.a one ot them. lh'. ~iabo~' a 

react10!19 WON VW7 similar to those o~ Mr. Grcnrtlle Clm'k but, 1n IIA!dition, be felt 
that your m!morandum. put too great restrictions on the general point of view ·of the 
Russian team. Judge Wilkins was the only ]?arSOn who was unfavorable to the idea. He 

felt that it vou¥1 be a good education far those participatillg in · the project but for 
nobody else. I em enclosing the reports of all the other gentlemen. 

My ovn f'eel..ing remins that a gexeral stud;r of the relations between the 

West al'Jd Russia would be beneficial.. Hcvever, I agree w:J.th D-h'. Clark that to leave 
out of consideration vorld federation is to leave out an essentiaJ. put of any possible 

settlelllent and, as your mamorand.um stands today 1 I 1-rould not be prepared to go along 
with it for that reason. I have some other but lesser criticisms. I also judge from 
the reactions of these gentlemen that the question of raising money rtll not be easy. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Yours Sincere-4', 

Henry B. Cabot 



---------- --------------------------

From: Karl Compton 
Chsirm!'m, M:ilasoohUDetts. !~,st:t t:ute ?"$. .~c~g:l()E:tY 

!'o: Mr'. IJsm:"y B. Cabot 
JJG.o Federal Stree·t 
Boston 10, MassechuGe~Gts 

ne_. Mr. Cabot: 

8. 

~ l, 1950 

I he:Ye read tlw ~tmdt!m. ey Professor Szilord which you Gent vith ;your 
letter of AprU 25 1 and I am retl'l:l."ning 1 t to you '\?'1.. th th9 follor.:7izlg caxlmtm:ts • 

!'be suggestion 1a on int~egting one, 'but I find it very <lifi'ieult to come 
to aa;r conviction eo to vhethor it trould l.ike~ vork out s~coos~ ar not. On the 
one beDd the:re 1a o'bvious:cy a very U:r~·~ point in ~inging abou-~ public under- · 
standing am public cmusidermtion of theaa questions, and tbex-e is a.lso the tact that 
aD ·1Ddepemdent coomittee of wn.-y able ci tizons might be able to ~ the suggestion 
Vhich would break the present i~~.ase. Whet m.v be needed might be a D£M idea ~ it 
m1ght be some tace-sa:ving meehBnism. 

If this pl.E!n is catTied out 1 t wuld SQfJIIl to me th&t a logical extension of 
its ~ie idea would be to provio.e ~~o rRucaia.n ter:rl!S, mld DOt one • . , ~ t1.rst ot theSe 
te~ might approach the {a."obloa il:'om the point of · vient of Ruasim1 ·a elf -interest aloag 
the l.ir1ea sugsested in Szilrn-d's :ma...~. We w.st edm:lt the possibility', however, 
that the Bussi&n ~nt v.f.U nO"' act, even ea a firgt ap-proximtion, the way we 
would, and tba~ 1~ tfa1 have obJee1i!ves de:f'iDite:cy in View 11bioh are not sUGaeptible 
or --~ on the assttm,ptiol! of a deair$ far world paece end a. free aoc10ty. . It might 
therefore be adv1aable to ba're a secOlld bssian team which vottld go to tba warst ex­
tl.'eme posaible, and u~ that sU tbe RuBs:tan ob.1ect1ves were of the tYJ?e which we 
mat dislike ·and moat tear. · 

I have some . qtmJ.m about the avggest1on e.t tha bottom of page five to the 
ef'f'ect tbat tha press shOl\14 . be brought into these diseuasiou st the ~ outset. 
I Yo\lld be .atraid thet -this migllt res~t in au sY&.lmlcbe ot political or prejudiced 
0\ltpourizlsa Which would llandicap t .h8 proJect at tlw start. I would think tbat a better 
procedure would. be to cerq through the stu.cq ·on e. rather c0Df1dantial basi!l av.nti.l 1 t · 
baa reached the stage o:f at least GODJ tentative ccmcl"U.Si.ona Qtld soma definitive f0r11Dl­
lation of EQ:-g1lD'lmlts. 'l'ben mlght be the time to bring in the press for their r~action 
am tor aecnariDg the roact1.<>n of the public through· them. 

Finally3 there 1s anothai" obvious difi'ieulty. In o:i'der to bring 1n·peaple 
vho are beat in.farmd 1 t would probe.bly be neeessery to call in p~o.ple who have also 
been assoc1ated ss membal"s (11:' edvise:ra at the State Depat"tmnt on toor;e iasuss, - to 
aay nottd.!ls of man who have been aasoeie.ted with tbe. 'i1<rk ot the Atomic Energy Com.­
m18siono On ·tM other bend~ it '!rould 'be Q!~emely difficult for e:rry of these men to 
operate objeetively, if at all, becs.twe i~ would be impoS$ible fctr them to dissociate 

. thamselve~ tlith the argtll'!!euts concG'l•niDg these smne questions in which ·they may ba.ve 
'bOOn in:V'olved in their governmental duties. Perhaps I f'eel rather keenly about this 
beeause I have bad to write mysel-f out of a. ntmiber of interesting situations, since 
leaving the Research end Development Board, simply because I could not divorce m;yself 
from t}le discussions of' these questions which I had beard in tbe l-Tar Council and other 
agencies. · 



Mr. :Jitmey' B. Cabot -- Contim~ed. 

~.s '10U ~ see, tba·c:Care, l em W""q mJ.XOh on the teace :m to woo"¢er trut..n 
is a good. proJect or ndc~, mld by good I ~an a :v~oJect lrh1ch can rcruloosb~ be ex­
pected to prodt\ee results c~ato with the coat uf till1e e..nd ~y. I do thinlt that 
Szilard bas mede e. vr:rr:y atrQight:f'OX'trol~d end alti.l.ful preaenta~on ot ·MW plan. 

VErry oinc~eq ;yom:oo, 

~ toll.~ is B. caw ot 1!. letta:r :f'rom l.lbert Pratt oZ Paine I Webber I 

Jackson and eurrtitJ, 2~ lre~..e:ral. Street, bton 101 Massachtwetts. 

Mr . Henry B. Cabot 
J.II.O Federal. Street 
Boston 101 Massaolmsetta 

Dear t~areyz · 
Aigril 25, 1950 

I have read with interest Pro!'esaa:r Szila.'rd'a !~l~Mlm'e.udum. I think he 1s 

ove.r4" opt1m:l.stic f)t the possible reo\\l.ta of his pl.ml. I doubt tba.t auch a recommenda­
U~ of a private colllnUs1~ em:1 e-V'Gr be accepted by both the ~iean and Ruasian 
govenmenta as a basis ~or negat1s.t1ou. J;[~, I do bellcma tbat h1a idee. has 

merit ea a uethod of devising possible solutiom, E.Ji~hat the hi~st calibre 
'b.ra1D8 are emplo,yed to work oUt a new apprcach entire ~ed by :preconceived ideas . 

In this connection I think thel·e 1.8 some ~"'Gr in. \Ul4u.~ .rea"tr1ctil2g tba 
"term&· ot reference" oa suggested in Proi'esaal" Szilard's paragraph four ·. 

. . 

I also haw aa. doubt as to ·hie concl.m'liou ill PGrSSX'aPh :1'1 ve as to the ]?Oint 

ot view which ·the Bussian team should adopt.. It aeom~ to me that this team 11138-t 't17 
as best 1 t can to take into the act the Marxian method of tb1nldl3g of the lhll.ssimls. 
otberw.lse the procedure wUl be entireli 'U'm"ea+iatio aDd of De ve.hae. 

I also doubt the prti1Ct1call-ey ·of tbe preao covel'aga proposed in pa-ragr:oaph 

tbree. I don't think tb&t 1 t is the kizld of 11news" that will be used and there is 
acme doo.'bt in rrq mind as to . vbethe:r premature publicity might not de& troy- tbe vaiue 
ot ar,wtb:I.Jag which the conmiss1on . is able to vark out. 

I sm roeturnine to you the tW:iilOre!!dl!lil as you requested. 

Simereq, 

Albie 



From: J. R. Killian, Jr. 10. 

,President-~' Massachusetts I:o.otitute of Technology 

To: Mr. Her.rrt B. Cabot l&iy 8, 1950 
140 Federal Street 
.Boston 10, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Cabot: 

It vas good of you to send me a copy of Professor Szilard 1 s letter to 
Professor Ei.J::Istein. I re·turn the CrJ»Y aa you requested. 

I feel vm:ry strongly thB.t t-re neeu more public discussion of the whole atomic 

ene:rf§ problem, and aporticularly "t-Te ~ed. to :f'a.cc UJ;> to the question of the advisability 

of a 1\u:trer effort· to reach an egreement uith Russia. For tlll.s l'"eason I am genera.J.:cy­

in favor of systematic efforts to study the :problem. You my be interested in the 
marked passage in a. speech of mine made on the t·rest coast sore ueelr..a ago in which I 

discussed this problem. 

I was ~ disappointed that I could not get to the meting at your house 

recently. 
Yours a:tno~:cy-, 

J. R. K:Llli:m, 3r. 
l?:'esident -

From: Herrick_, Smith, Donald, Farley snd. Ketcbtam 
1 Fed.eraJ. Street 
Boston 10 ~ ~lassa@husetta 

To~ Henry B. CabotJO· Esgt.\Lre 
1.40 Fe<J.eral S·treat 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Aj?ril 27 ;J 1950 

I racei'lfG4 ~ of April 2Jt.th With the e,nciOG~ ~amnm of ~o SzUm:d · 

Vbich I have :read Vith ~~t in1ferest .· It rs.isea trio qmstiOxlb. 

J.. Would the O~·"!WiSSion Wbio~ be plans prod-ooe a vaJ.:uable nd."'llmCe. in tll;l,$ .. 

100 e:t>¢J.d; a poasible ~eemomt bet-~n· RUssia em the U .. S .. A. Witbin Vhich thGx'e could 
'tx;l ~?na.tional f.!Olitrol of Atom1c EnergyT · · 

2. Would the oo~yJO MlllalJr.v tra '5!70,pOOO. to $1,ooo.ooo. tar the wo:rlt of 
~be Comm:lssion and th® Board be obtairllabl!ll? 

Dea.l.ing With the second question ·first, I think · it 11ould be extremel;y 

d1.:ttioult to raia.e the money un~ss a few large donors were prepared e:t the outoet 
to pve most of 11;. 



Herrickp Smith, Donald, Farley and Ketchum -- cont~ued ll. 

As to whether tbe Coramission 't-tould. produce a wortmrhile idea, I ~eel unable 
to have a sound opinion. The chances I shoulcl thinlt 't<Tould not be as favorable as 50-50. 
Inevitably such e. Commission 't-Torks in a so~tbat academe atms:phcre and the ability 
of those re:present:illg Russia to really understand the Russian po:tnt of vi~T would be 
subject to considerable doubt. A great deal woul.d. depend upon the genius of the members 
of the Con:mtission \1ork1Dc; on the 1.-vro teams. HClftr could one osaume e. probability that 
they would be up to the job? I find EYSelf in a haze. I return herewith the me:rllCU"e.ndum. 

Fran: 

Strincfellc:M :Barr, President 
Foundation for lvorld. Government 
Fifty-M.gllt Park Avenuo 
New York 16 > New- York 

To: J.h'. leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, IllinoiS 

Dear Mr!'. Szilard: 

Yours sincerely, 

Phillip Ketchum 

May 5, 1950 

l·fa.y' I confirra in writing vbat I told you ore.ll.¥ e.t the Waldorf Saturday 1 nel!l9.1y, that at a rooeting of our trustees on April 28 your a:p:plication of April 24 
wos cere~ conaiderecl.' In Vietr of their own present plana and policies they felt 
una.bl.G to co :f'urthar than a token grant of $10,000. which I hope my bo of some help. 

Will you tell m heM paylll3nt should be made. Is tba Emergency Committee 
WiWng to BDcept money from the Foundation? You my recall their public atatement 
that they were not. On the oth~ harxl1 ~ trustees voul.d wan1i to make the grant to 
80JI8 taz exerzpt b<Jd7. 



¥r. Henry B. Cabot 
l40 Federal Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear M.r. Cabot: 

1155 EELs t 57th Street 
Chica5o 57, Illinois 
May .1.5, 1950 

I was sorry to have missed you in New York. I went to the 

Town Hall Club on the chr•:nce th~\t,. you mi0 bt be sble to com&; ancl 

when you d.id:1' t sp.~:··e r, I concluded that you had a co:nfl..iotir..g 

a.ppointrnsnt wbich you said you rdiht have. 

Many tb.anka for your letter oi May 10 contcining a. number of 

very interestin~ i:ncl6:stb.res. These will te studied more cerefull-1 

iD the .next few dBys jointly with Harrison Brown and Joe Meyer. 

fly own reaction is tb'1t it would probably be very useful to 

talk to some of thes€ men in Bo .ston. Would you think titH t the middle 

of June ~-ould be too lnte to catch them in town? 

T!.10 probleill .)i. rc..isin,g the coney does not worry me very rr.uch. 

I f it should turn out that we are not able to ra.i~: e it, no h~rm w&s 

done. One we r)ot into the stage of public fund-raisi~, we will, 

of c0urse, have t.o ~o thro~h with tlHJ .;mteq;rise, but we do not 

propose to nw.ke any ;,;ublic t:~.nnouncement until we have perha1 >S $2001 000 

privately raised .. 

Our chief concern at the moment is to &,et t1 good Board toee;et.her, 

and we shall keep in touch with you on that score. 

Yours sincerely, 

wv Leo Szilard 



' TELEPHONE 
HUBBARD 2-1018 

HENRY B. CABOT 

140 FEDERAL STREET 

BOSTON 10 , MASS . 

Professor Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Szilard: 

May 19, 1950 

Thanks for your letter of the 13th. I don't 
think that a meeting in mid-June would be too late with 
some of the men to ·-hom I sent your memorandum. Probably 
I can't get thern all. I am a:'raid a weekend in June 
would be pretty difficult; on some weekday evening we 
would probab:Ly have more success. If you wish me to try 
to get them together I hope you will let rae have at least 
a couple of weeks' notice . 

HBC:S 
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