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'r. R .1mond u er 
entral Trad ng Cornol." J.t1on 

511 .. !ftb Av DU 
N fi--J York 1 N. Y. 

~u· U.:r. Lubert 

W < re no x• 1 ch ' ! 11 
uir th use of · bo1lt • 4 t :tn 

tl e~e. ex ri ents thr1 ur- ium d in .., .. a"'~ 
e~·n r n the ""ll.ri."1 nt woul . "'lity. so 
t at it would e 1n the .e c nclus1on of 
the expo:r ..... nt ae~ 'be for • . wo· d~l' , h t!1 ~,r your eo nnny 
c · uld. let us t~ ve th use '(Jf sue ! ·uanti t of . teri"ll . 
~ore s .. ce1fio~lly 1 .e w u d like t:> h~~ve 16 tons on ~oan 
1 or l 'Y e~onths• 1 th an ont1on of xt~nding the lo'H"' for ~ 
furtt~E;r I e:r1od of 18 c:lot'lth.... ~ 'ould also l1k to ureh s 

e s e th .. a an a~ 1 ti n l ar.1 up of e tons . h1_l the 
f2 ton~ lr.m.n d to lS cou b lo ne dir et y ,o Columbia 

On1versity,. tl " B tons 'urc. tight h$.lVt) to be ou~·ht 
unde n cont ¢t between your f rm nd r1e ,, ti . . l Bure~u 
o taod::lr s. 

I ~rould a. r ·ci!lt your ttil'll m , h,;1vc a bid 
for t$ too~ of uranium " .. ide,· ut the. s ·OG ti;.. .. E Ht~'lt:tnfl 

ethE~x· you could 1 t\lt us .l£1.\l'' lC tons ;Jf uran.i.um ·:>~'\id on 
lo m, r (.f£4 of ch· re:e~: .to:r , n .rio of l'""' tnon'ths 1 .1 th an 
option of' (:~7·t .na:tng this lo n or f'urth r n .1•1 d of 16 
~onths g 1n t p y.~nt r.> 'nt If such a o~n 1cs en-

niant to y u, then ldndl t -t,. /OUr l'tml th r nt l 
1eh you w uld • nt to Cla r tn fu th·:r criod of 

a r ontb • 

fJerh":t s I ough ... t;:-, • ntion thf't , in order to :st- t 
the for ns.l recu1reu«tnt .. ~ r lsu""ating purehaBe~ by " •overnment 

,ene.i :5 1 nurcb .se 1£ m d by the National Bureau t 
:;.ru.iurds ·,:oultS have to 'be h .. ~n cornet1 ti v bJ.d.s, o 

th t you •• ight e :t,. k d t l ter d te to rnPlH?. bid by 
the NDtion l Bureau ot ' _ .r.s direct . 



.r. y.ort ub r~ P .. r ry 1 19 l 

TI'L nking yo r '.>r the t e , ti n ·bich you ar · i vi 
o this n .. tt ,r 1 

· V ry tr ly y::-n.tt~ . .., 

t: .h 

~ ould ou be · in 

• 



r. R.ymond uber 
C ntra.l Tl" din0 Cor. ~ 1'*4ttt1on 
511 Fifth Av nu 
Ne~ York, • I. 

D · ,~:r Mr,. Luberc 

February 8, 1~41 

W are no·· prep, ·in for x .artments w 1ch 111 
:rer.:uir the u ot about !' ton ot uranium. o:x1ae. In 
t!cse x. r1~ent th ur 1um oxide would b used in sealed 
eans ,_nd. tt1 ex eri, nts woul no. ,ffae its u 11ty, so 
tl at 1 t would oo in the sruue con 1 tion .~t the eoncluaivn ot 
the expe::ric,~ nts s before. e wonder hether your com~ ny 
could let u i'l..ve the use of sucb uantity or nnterial. 
~Ol"$ st~cei!iePlly t we • auld like tc• hav lf:' . tone on loan 
for l~ ~onth , ith an o~tion of extending th lo~n for a 
further r.iod O! 18 m,.-,oths • ~Je WOUld nl 0 like to 7)Ul'ChnS 

t the .. a e tit an addition l am unt of e to·n • ~bile the 
S tons 1 _a ned to us co 1

. _ o nE: . directly to Col umb1a 
U iversity1 th 8 tons ,urC!hes d ttight h v to b bou ·ht 
unc l' ,. co r ct bct·tJ en your fir a d th at1 , l Bure u 
of Stand rds. 

I would ap~rec1Rt . your lottin m hnve a b1a 
for S ton$ ,o.f ur nium :'lt1C!e, at th.e sa.me tit~\e stating 
~.ether you eould let us h~v 16 tons of ur · ni um oxide on 

loan, fro. of charge, for llU1od of 1~ months, .t·1 th tu1 
option ot xtending this lo n r r a !urth~r ~ ri d of l 

ooths eg in t payment of r nt,l. If ueh a lo n is eon­
veni nt to you. then kin ly st t 1n yo·1r re y th r x1t l 
hich you w uld · >".lnt to ol ar . f, r the fur the .riod of 

le month • 

rhaps I ought to .~ntion that,. in _order tone t 
the formal rec;:uiJ'*f;.~lfU~ts regtll.t:tt1ng purchaset: h)"' govf.lrn1:1ent 
•g neies, a purohlse i! , d by th· National ureau. o! 
"'t~~t'\darci.s '1" uld h v to be 'b·· sed on co.t~petitive bid.s, so 
that you mign.t be ~sk d t a lgter dat to ·ke bi by 
the Nationnl Bur au of tt ,rd direct. 



r. ymo c., b r, ru ry . , lJ l 

T 1kin Y"'U on hich y u ar :! 1 
to h1 .tt r, 

t y your 1 

(__ ( ,£{_ . 

(t r ) 
EhH 
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. CENTRAL TRADING CORPORATION 
\,. -

511 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

March 7, 1941 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Columbia University 
Department of Physics 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I am in receipt of your confidential letter 
of the 28th ultimo on the subject of uranium. 

It is a matter which I will have to dis­
cuss with our directors before giving you a definite reply. 

At a meeting of our Board which is scheduled 
for next week your proposal will be taken under considera­
tion and I shall then be glad to write to you again. 

Raymond Luber 
MR 

With kindest regards, 

Ver~y yours, 

/~~a(~ 
Vice-President 

u 



CENT RAL '1---RADING CORPORATION 

511 FIFTH A VENUE 

NE\ J\T Y O RK 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Department of Physics 
Columbia University 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

March 26, 1941 

Further in reply to your letter of the 
28th ultimo in which you inquired whether we would be 
prepared to furnish some sizeable quantities of uranium 
oxide: 

It is noted that, in order to meet the 
formal requirements regulating government purchases, com­
petitive bids will be called for at a later date. 

If we receive an invitation to bid, we 
will be pleased to advance a proposal to furnish what 
is required. 

For your information, we wish to state 
that we are now selling black oxide of uranium to con­
sumers under requirement contracts at $2.45 per lb. net. 

Raymond Luber 
MR 

Ver7~ly yours, 

~CLca/~~ 
Vice-President 

d ' I 
-~ ~ 

{ 



. r. ~ayr ond Luber, Vice- re ident 
entral rading Corporation 

511 Fifth Avenue 
• e York, J. Y. 

{; rch 27, l 41 

I am writing to you to eckno l g your l~tter 
of · arc: 26th. 

It .'l.ppear that my letter of F' .brut:try L8th was 
not sufficientl y clear '"nd th t you h ve isunderstood .it 
in one 1rooortant r oect. In rry letter I m~ntioned. the 
_ s~ibility t!lit the quantity of rantum oxi a w ch e 
inte d to pr cure might be bought on the b·sis of com-
::> titi ve bids , c~nd thvt sucn bi ne.y b' CF.lllec for ?t 
later date. £hi , however, is only one of several 
.o. ibilities, and 1~ is likely · s not that the 
matter ill b s .. ttled without c llinr, for com eti ti v 
bids. · hile 1 t a eDrs certain tn t r~ t ·ill recuire in 
th• ne r future a· quant1ty o~ U' niu oxide· s st&t din 
my lett r , tho manner in hich thi , eter1~1 11 be 
acquired ir still O)en to l~cus ion. 

I .:.sked you ti my J.<h .. ter to · k. us an o fer 
and I inten ed to u o your l .. e ly as -: bc.~:~1 f' for thi. 
discussion. If e h ben un·ble to .cc pt your offer, 
and if it • oulu r ve b ·co: e n .ce s~ry to sk for comgetit1ve 
bi s, you would have been free o reg rd your offer ~ void . 
I hould regr t 1 t if you · .z. e unabl . to like tho offer for 
which I '"'ked in y letter, but I L not <='Ure th· t I ought 
to st ess his )int no ~ sine·~ I do not know wh ther your 
offer could still r c1 me in time to .erve &ny useful 
urtose. I therefor shoulf li~e tole ve it entirely t o 

y ur judg ent ~ :1 ther or no .. you •:".nt to re-o~ e~ ti: e 
bj ·ct. 

L : (Leo ·· zil" rd) 

cc: 1 - Pegr am 
1 - Szilard 
2 - Mitchell 



4 copies made 4/3/41 
f. J.l . 

CENTRAL TRADING CORPORATION 
511 FIFTH AVENU E 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Department of Physics 
Columbia University 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

NEW YORK 

April 2, 1941 

In reply to your letter of the 27th 
ultimo and confirming our telephone conversation with you 
this morning: 

If we are asked within thirty days to 
supply eight tons black oxide of uranium we will be pre­
pared to furnish it in standard packing at $2.45 net per 
lb. f.o.b. New York, freight allowed to any destination 
in the eastern states. 

Delivery could be made within thirty 
days after receipt of order. 

As advised, we are not at present able to 
offer any black oxide of uranium on loan. 

Raymond Luber 
MR 

VeryOuly yours, 

~~~ 
Vice-President 
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