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I have recieved the report onor the State Engineer on the 
San Luis Rey Irrication District From A hasty readin1 of the same I 
understand that the estimated cost of the whole works including Dams 
Pipe lines rights of way Water Ri&hts & will be about Five Killion Dollars 
with abou t Fort y Thousand Acrea included in the District 
Accordi nc to this es t imate I t1ccure that this will bond the land to the 
extent of about One Hundred & Twenty five Dollars per acre As I understand 
only the intrest has to be paid for the flrs ~.r t twenty years this should 
not be A serious burden to carry If you have no objection I can have 

· published A short~~em compriainc some of the principal features of the 
report Or would prefer you would at this time make A statement based on 
t he rep or~ t'or the Blade Also.o.nythinl you would like to have published 
re&ardi ng the Cardiff nistriat I think that we should now have A 
meetin& t vista at t he earliest opportunity to discuss this mat~~B 
they get any wrong impressions & we should have the State EnglneerAalso 
it possible some Expert who has had experience in the formation or 
trr1&at 1on dlstr1ota under the proposed law It you have other plans 
l e t e know Reapeottully 
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STATE ENGINEER REPORTS ON 
PROPOSED IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

Gives Facts and Figures Regarding Project To Impound and ~stri ute Waters of 
San Luis Rey River Over Northern Part of County 

--------
The long anticipated report from 1 complete. This cost seems low par- Couts, Goldbaum, Anderson, Burnett, the State ~n ineer covering the pro- 1 ticularly when considered in rclution StcJ>hens, one hundred or more rnnch-posed San Luis Rcy Irrigation Dis- I to the cost of the Lower Otnv Dam, es up nnd down the Uiver. It is trict has just been received by the j' nnd owing to the f:1ct th"nt Worner's understood thnt the ripuriun l'ights :~.ter Committee. The pJnn is to Reservoir when built to a height of or diversion hove ull b<.-cn secured secure the water from the San Luis 107 feet, hold over 200,000 ncrc feet C.li:CCJltin~o: five or Hix: notnhly the Rev River at Warner's :~.m, bringing I of water, or between G-1,000,000,000 Susie Winston, Jone!f, Pico nnd one same down the San Luis Rey, across ! and 65,000,000,000 gaJlons, while the or two others. These would htWt! teo the Valley Center country to a point 1 Lower Otav dam only holds npproxi- be s~ured nt the c:-<pcnsc of th • at or near Vista, pnssing close to San mately 14,000,000,000 gallons when Volcnn Lnnd r.nd Wnter Conwuny ~larcos, so as to irrigate 43,000 acres completed. and a settlement made, ns well, with of land. lying between Escol}dido and Item 3, Main sunnlv conduit, $1,· the City of Oceanside. l\luny of these Oceans1de. The State Engmeer has 106,732.00: The estimated cost of lands hn\'e been resold by the Wntl'r refused to include the all roo~ see- the above is for the construction of 0 Compnn~'• but it is known that they tion in the p~poscd district .owmg to concrete conduit and pipe line with still control twenty or thirty ranches the fact that lt oul~ cost ~~ e.-<c~ss I a capncitv of 32,500,000 gnllons of amounting to many thousands of of $1,000,000. to bua!d a papc ~me water doily, e.-<tending for ~ m~les acres which thev ha\'e acquired for for the Fallbrook s.ec:b.on ~one, wath-! from Warner's to the Distrabuhng this purpose. tn' relation to the value out the necesary dastrabutmg system, Reservoir near Vista. These esti- of these water rights, quoting from and in addition, there is not enough 1 mated costs have been gone into in the report which sa}•s: :~.tl. r to supply the lands between Es- detail after actual survcvs haYe been ~'It should be distinctly understood condido and Ocea.nside and include made on the ground, and 'bascd on the that the valuation of the Yolcnn the Fallbrook sec:bon. cost of construction under similar Land and Water Company's wnte1· The report, of about one hundred conditions. rights is computed from their capa-and twenty-five pages, is most com-1 Item 4 Distributing Reser\'oir, bility for enhancing the value oC the preh~nsi e apd c~ er:  the e~tire. sub- I $214,715.00: This includes the con- lnnds within the Son Luis Rev Dis-Ject. an det:ul,. wtth mterestmg tllus- , struc:tion of n concrete dam 120 feet trict, and is not a measure of their t~tlons. It JS mnde to State n- ~ in height, 550 feet in .length, with n vnlue Cot• other purposes. gmeer W. F. McClure by W. L. Hu- capncitv of between 2 000 000,000 nnd The Water Company reset-ves the her, a special in':estigutor for his de- 3,000,000,000 gallons.' The dam pro- right to develop power 118 a by-pro-p_artmen_t, and _1s made onlv after, posed is of the multiple nrch type d s1x or caght n1onths of careful study. 1 similar to 1\lurrnv Dam. Lake Hodges duct at two possible power rops on llany thou531nds of doUars have al~o I Dam and the San Dicguito Dam, the main supply canal. ln no way been spent m the l:~.s_t few months m j latelv built in this Counh_•. will this interfere with the irrign-_, fi ld d t k tion project for the draft for water ac~ui.U e sut" "~ s m or er 0 ma e Item 5, Distributing System, $1,· is to be regulated for irrigntion needs thls report posstble. 1310,546.00: It is proposed to makt: entirelv and power is to be developed The plan of water development af- this permanent construction, and of only ns a by-product. ln considern-ter complete surv.eys ha,·~ been made, I reinforced concrete except_lng in a tion of this reservation, however, thf! sho": that ~er :_ JS a. sayang of seven fe\\' places where the pressure will Water Company is to build at its or etgbt mdes m rm m~ the War-, be too ~reat, in which cases steel will own expense not only the necessary ncr's water t~rou h th~ Valley Cen- ! be used. It means n distributing sys- power. houses and machinery. but the ter country d1reet to VJsta over hn -~ tern to irri<T1\te 43.000 acres of land, · t 1 tocks which ing the prop~sed wate: syst':m follow and it will c .~ach all the higher levels ~ llf :::;::t:h: ~~trr~n ,:ater supply the San Luts Rey ~a er vta. Pamo, by gravity, including the lands be- under great pressure through the Pala and t e~ce to VJstn. Thh1s nJ0~ tween 800 and 850 feet elevation. In power drops, thus relieving the Dis-me:lns a savmg of se,·eral ~n r fact, there will be no lands in the dis- trict of constructing two expensive thous:~.nd .dollars in constructson. · triet. that will not J>e irt•igated ,bv portions of the mnin supply canal. The e~tunated cost of the completed gravatv. The report stat~~ tha~ wath , That the acquisition of this water system 1s as follows: 1 the ret~rn of no~al cond1ttons at may system by this proposed district 1. Lands· • • . • • . . • . . • S 972,575.00 be possa~le ~0 5!•ghtly reduce the cost means the development or one of 9 W • D 61-1 76? 00 of the dastnbutmg system. I the richest sections in Southern Cal--· arner s am . . • , - , . ... : 1 9 Main supply conduit 1 Item 6, Water Rtghts,$1,0,5,000- ifornia, as our lands are as ncar) u. Warner's Dam to ' j .OO: The water rights include aU frostless as any and can produc:~ the th District 1106 931 00 the Water rights o! the Volcan Land most valuable crops that any lands ~ • • • • • • • • • ' 9 ' -· and Water Company on the Son Luis produce in Southern California. If -1. D1stributmg ReservOir -14,71;,.00 I Rey River, including its water filing this system con be acquired for the 5. Distributing S~·stem , and its riparian rights. The Volcan prices mentioned, and 40 year bonds through District • • 1,310,546.00 Land and Water Company is control- be given in payment therefor. it 6. Water Rights . • • . 1,075,000.00 led by Messrs. Hensha\v and .Jctc:~ea· means fixed charges of about 5)7.li.O who agree to acquire all the rtparaon per acre Cor interest annually. Th1s Total $5 294 529 00 '1 rights of diversion from Warner's is a very low cost, as the average · • · · • · · • · · ' ' • . Dam for fifty odd miles to the ocean, in Southern Cn1ifornia is between In explanation of Item 1, the value from the riparian owners below. $20.00 and $25.00 per acre, porticu-of the above-mentioned lands, 9 ,- ~ This valuation is intended to cover larly through the citrus belt. 575.00: Lands that will be deeded to the acquisition of all these rights nt The Water Committee o( the pro· the proposed District inc1ude 6050 the expense of the Volcnn Land and posed district intend to immediately acres of the Warner's Ranch that 1 Water Company and tum them over tnke this matter under serious con-will be flooded, also all rights of way 1 to the district. • It is common know- slderation and it is to be hoped that from Warner's Dam for 33 miles to ledge that since 1905 these gentlemen the State' Engineer Mr. W. F. Me-the distributing reservoir, also se ~r- 11 and their predecessors have been ac- Cture will shortlv 'be in San Dlesco aJ hundred acres of land in the das- quiring lands nd riparian rights of County 80 that the subject may be tributing reservoir an~ ri~hts of way j diversion up and down the San Luis thoroughly threshed out before any throu~h the entire dJstrJct, !or the I Rey Valley. Many thousands of acres formal action is taken. Distributing System. of land have been bought, including 1\1 W SPENCER Item 2 Warner's Dam, $614,762.00: 1 the Pamo Ranch of 13,000 acres, the • • ' This co ~rs the total estimated cost ·1 Monserrat Ranch of nearly 6,000 Chairman ot the construction of Warner's Dnm acres, tlte Utt Ranch, the Crouch, ' Vista Water Committee. 
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• • .. Col ED Flet cher San Die&o Cal _ , 

Dear Col 
Your favour ~Ith inst at hand during my illness I have had A 

lilht attact of the Influenza but am all right again now yes I cen give 
some information about the old San Luis Rey Flume cos attempts to develop 
the Warner water as soon 

files of the paper That 

as I can get time to look up s;ome of the old 
sohem~ as still in process of incubation when 

I came to Oceanside in 1A85 The late Judge Puterbaugh was the man that 
could have given muoh information as he was the attorney for them & hung 
on to the fragments for A~on  time after Morrill & Cunningham had gone 
F P Macrey _wes the engineer I think if still living could ~1 e all the 

~"'- J ~"'-' ~~s ~ 
data~. ill see If I can locate him They had~laid out A Townsite on the 
Pauma Ranch & organised A Co to build A R R to Pauma I was Secretary for 
A short time& put up some of the monel to pay ror the survey I will &et .. 
what information together I can & ive it to you later w 
There was at least two attempts to &et water for·Fall Brook since I have 

~~~ 
~one of which I know about as I worked with one of the Promoters on the 

scheme I wil &et the dates & give them later The last 
tor Fallbrook was Started by Bartlett & Fallis of that 

plan to get 
·{v{'-

Towna.L the 

water 

time 
that Kontcomery Moulton was Running the paper th ere I am informed that • 
for som~ reason the paper op~osed them you better see him it is said '-'4-tit" C\1\, lA ~ ~l- CL ~ they wouid have succeeded if t had not been for this opposition 1\ 

that 

There has been a-t least two well developed attempts to £~t wat r for the 
oceanside country since the failure or thhe San Luis Rey Flume CP both of 
which I know about & will give the informatoion later 

-• 
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OoF:ANRrT»T•!. CAr~I Nr .. ~.-- ___ aul _ we must not b;in too much of A hurry in this matter as the present 
plan muet be well in hand as 

sorrows& hopes de~erred that 

t~e grand consumation or all our joys & 
sometimes made the heart sick 

Our district has grown to be an enterprize of such ma&nitude tha\it all 
most takes my breath a ay~t is not A question of proving to the land ownes 

V'J that it is A good thin& for them they all know it But it~ question of 
financin the enterprize with so small a population to pay the intrest 
It might be A good plan to colonize some of the large ~ta~o get more 

. 
population to meet the intrest at the beginning.Or ir there was any way 
by which A beginning could be made by d-eveloping some part of 1 t 
I will write Mr KcOlure myself - ask him if he oan su,gest any plan that 
would warrant us in i01n& ah ead and forminl the dlstrictit may be that • 
we can &et some Government aid but that has allways seemed so far off 
I think however that we should now call A meetin1 at Vista as soon as 
possible &: submit what information we now havetf & ir you can submit any 
plan ror ~eetin  the intrest chargesfrom the beginninl it would simplify 
matters most exceedincly If you arett up this way call Note the Cardiff 

l' 

District carried all right Ir you have any ~acts in reca~to it send 
them for the paper next week HERES HOPEING 

• 

Yours Very Truly 

. V1 I J .JVv -ell 4 /'- dr r)f---. 
1/rJ (;.._ ~ i 'rUft· -------
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M. W. SPENCER. Pr~siJrnt 
E. SCATES, Vic:e Prc:Ndent 

W. S. SPENCER, Srcrctary 
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' 

I notice by the Escondido paper that they are Eoosting 

some kind of A fNational. o er~ent plan to take over th e warner water 
including the Escondido ayfstem I would like to know what this means 
Are you in on this &: is it to cover the same territory as contemplated 
by the survey made by Mr Mao Clure throu&h Vista to the coast 
I was in yesterday to ~ee you but found that you was out or the City 
The vista people are cettinl verry anxious to see something started 
let me hear from you as to how the matter now stands 

Respectfully 

I ,\ (Y\_A s - _~.: : --.. I., '\_ 

• 

~eli , ~~l ~c ~ 

• 

. . . 
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. ... 

ON 'JHC STATE HIOHW"'T 
(COAST IIOUTd 

• Auc 14 th 

Col Ed Pletcher San Dieco Calif 

Dear Col 
In response to the letter ~ rom Kr Davis to Mr Richardson 

~r City Attorney) which letter was raad at our weekly luncheon today 

The oceanside City soard was asked to instruct Yr Richardson to cooper~te 

with you in the preparation or the petition ror the formation of the 
east 

or the District without further delay commencing at thei\C1ty limits of the 

Town & or ln~ towar9s Vista along the rid&e where some large tracts 

tributary to the pipe line are becomeins intrested Dr Reid & others are ~ 
1trons 

becomelng intrested & will take hold & help circulate the 

t have been made chairman of the Oceanside Committee to Cooperate with 
\ the Vista committee' As to which of the various Irrication Acts we shall~ 

attem~t to or&anize under we shall leave that to you & Mr Richardson 

You will probably hear rrom Richardson in A day or ao 

I am &olni to(Los An&les today but will be home acain monday & ready 

to take hold where ever I can do most cood 

. Reapectful)t 

1' '~'  

~ ~~ L4/twt. l1 'WwV )'\A r;l ~ .... it- L t--

THE SAN LUIS REV VALLEY HAS FERTILE &OIL, AN UNLIMITED SUPPLY OF WATER. AND A PERN:CT CLIMATE 



M. \V. SPENCER. Presi.Jc:nt 
E. SCATES. Vice Proidcnt 

\Tl. S. SPENCER. S('Cn:tary 

/ 

Hay. Crain. Coal and Wood 

®ceattsibe 1untber <tontpatt~ 
Dealers In 

L El 
AND BUILDING MA TERJALS OF ALL KINDS 

October 3lot 

Col Ed Fletcher ~s r San Dieco Cal1r 

OCEANSIDE 

'"The Cunalion Cily'' 

SJW"C."iat Prien in C.ar Lol• 

UH _ 

Dear Col You doubtless have read the reports of the San Marcos mwating 

I advised them not to have a meeting there at present & refused to ~o 

because I knew how Doran & Bradbury would have the meet1nc packed against 

the formation of any District If you want the particulars ask yr Richardso 

I have A list of all the lands included in the proposed District & I find 
this will 

that there is about Thirty thousand acres without San Marcos ~y "·~ 
be enpugh to form the District on & why not cut them out allto,ether 

we shall thus cet rid of A lot of creif & especially Doran & then we 

need not take hot air from any one· who has no land in thefdistrict I have 

an acre or two & Dr peid is tryin& to buy some so we will be able to help 

push the thing along If we can get the District formed & can get the water 

they will all be clad to come in by & by 

Respeotfulli 

. . 

•. 

I.Ir . 1 . H. S·:enoor , 
Oceanside , Calif. 

deaL" ... Ir . Spencer , 
• 

n wnring yov.1 .. 
SOlTY tll ~t·t the J n ;, ·-TC ~ 
a mi~ta e. 

L!ov rnbor 
.L!'Otu .. th 
Hinote en 
j:ineteon 

.. I h _VP hac1 D t ·11k vi th .. ·--' . ...ic11:...!. .. · ::~on t .; -:7 

. ~nu ~---~ rnu·e he npprc~i o. toP t ~ P~a i tv , j •1d tho ... c. · 

necc::.l;)J. ty o:f oarly nctJ.on. 1'110 }Jc Ol)lc oi· 2orri N 

valley nr dotorminca to .u·ct tl~o . n - ui SJ :. -;:- r;·. t'!! 
und 14, 000 ec1·co h " V' al c:~it-y· i 1 n~, u· ~- ., ·.· ' 
• • • -· ...... u. 1 , .. ( 1; . ~· ~ 

J..~ _,_~o nues tion but \"Jh,.-f; \10 c t n d i t' po 0 of 01u · -~, , o-
s~ ~~on in the .Pel"riu lley , bu1., I h ·· tu 1.0 r..e c ·it ·o 
~tor ·l;he county . ~V llOViC1e to '!lOU i~ to r·et )if' 

~:r you e:x.J?.eot to have thi...: ·r···li"l' co _a into ;g our - .. 
section o ·. the oountrs. 

• 

I ~.ocr~ to s~e you l ivr, ~ o much nn.blici t ' 
to :he: oppOLJ.tJ.on ·tio thP uil rdif:f ui ts trict, ...... 1n • 0 little 
in 1. t o favor. It hurtc tl1c 'i ole . ro -.. 03 tion both · , 
;you:cnel:f and ·th-- C~l"di:f:f :Ui ·tL·ict · Tho obj ector' -~ 0 
~ho .cardiff District are op osaa to C"\ny -rr. tor . .ll r;e 
\¥0/nt is to 11 vc tl C:..trdii':s.:· Di ·t;.ric t suo u t · ti1o 

. people tho question of nYos' or "Ilo" to ··l ··-
thoy wru1·t water , Ullt.'i. i · t1l "c.lo noi: ~ '"' •.t"ll ' .... tJ ~ r 
fi t t . tJ .. • JU I lJ llllO 

. rs ! a ·.om· O\'nl oxpon e , to nco th:... t -J o Clr·d ;· r 
DJ.Stl"J.Ct l. S dissolved . · ·· 



( 

• 

. . 
- 2 -

bu:rdeno 

I 'm amazed tha t your pa-por ilns not come 
out strong £or the f ormation oi: ·the district under 
the£e con itions. J:.. po~iti e stand ·ta..~on o t this 
time ::ill h ... lp both Pl op osi tions . You cnn put up 
any q_uc .. : ti on. :-1 ou ':: t to .e , t:l . rl I · :lll an~n· or it 
f· irly c. n·1 ~ nureJ.y. 1-'lJler ~ i s no ·nigger in tb.e 
-;ooGpile' , .r uny k i nd or d ~ari:ption , n nd the 
'"711ol..... . ue tion is - tlo "t _ people, ''Yes or 'Ilo" 
·- t r. ~l ·.. J..ucmt . sup .. l,; o:f • . t~r t a valu:..tion 
~out on it "uy th c t ato ._uthoritie~ .. . It iu their 
lant c!v::1c . . lo1. · ~ ... h e conct 1i P.' l"'t nater . 

"'='1 / , ~lm
..LJ.!.. h -' 

-..... -; .. , '.i - r 
... ,.. 1 y t... . • 

; ,. 

• 

I 

•' . 

• 

M. W. SPI;NCER, Mgr. and Prop'r 
\ Sunaet Telephone Main Ill 

/ OF ALL. KINDS 
HAY, GRAIN, COAL AND WOOD 

I ' . . 
~ 

SPECIAL PRICES IN CAR LOTS 

0 "d Cal June 22d 191 ceanaJ e, ., -----------------
Ed Eletcher Esq San Diego Cnlif 

Dear Col 
Answering yours of the 18th inst 

I have taken th~ matter up with Dr Reid &: confidentially with one ortwo 
I 

others willing to make A final effort along the lines suggested 
\'$ v 

We think f..can get together at least ten thousand acres round vista which 
I 

together with what we can get round Oceanside & carlsbad say five thousd 
we should be able to 

more vote IDuffic!ent bonds to build the main pipe line through to the*t · c..~ J , 
If some way can be round to use thepresent --tBi~ 

(j ,,.. 
Carls ad~ist~~~utln  systern t\ If we can get the South Coast Co to come 

' . ""1\u.. "" . 
in the district ffOUld take this over Do you know how the they stand towd r 

the formation of the district I am writlne Mr Tolle to get information 

If we the district could build the Merriam Resirvolr "- the Escondido 

ditch is high enough to rill it we need not wait untill the Warner dam 
I ' t ' 

is completed to deliver some sater to the Vista people at least 

The Oce nside trustees will be verry glad to cooperate in this plan & 

I am inclined to think they will want to encourage the project by tnlH3 1Q 
.... I 

• l tl " 

~ot of the water I
1
am i~f~r~ed that we are now u•eing well on to A 

I • ( \ \ , ' r • 
milliom gallons per day~f we could take that amount that would help out 

I am writlne Mr Richardson for A full list of vista land o,vne r·s who 

favour the formation or the dis.triot a~ we are assuming that 1 t wil 
' ' not require to bond the · land for more t.hnn Seventy five dollars pr a~re 

to pay for the main pipe line Then if you & the people you represet woud 
I "' > • • • t 

s18ll up for allfhe land you own along the ooast.<_say fifteen hundred or 

two thousand acres this .would start the ball roollng at Carlsbad 

. 
\ 



M. W. SPENCER, Mgr. and Prop'r 

LUMBER A 

HAY. GRAIN. COAL AND WOOD 

Sunset Telephone Main 111 

~ .""'~ S IN-

lNG MATERIALS 
OF ALL KINDS 

SP~CIA  P IC~S IN CAR LOTS 

Oceanside, Cal., 

As to thecontemplated legal proceedings it is just as well to be rrank 

about it Judge Britt has allready filed A protest with the State Water 
d_: ',l l ~  

Commission against the Escndido ditch ~" c1n  any more water at this 

point also the south coast Co as ell~s some of the farmers of the vall' 

I am satisfied that all those will continue to oppose the building of 
• the ~~ ~~~~ .. -.~~~r dam as well unless some ot~er arrangement is 

entered into to give this section A fair share or the water so impounded 

& further I think it will be futile to to talk about any arrangement to 
. 

start to build the Dam with A simple Dam promise to sell us some of 

the :-~ ter later on < Too much bye &: bye to that / the whole 

prject must go together from the start as originally agreed 

!********* Do you remember that meeting at your house while you lay on 

the flat or your back ******* 

. ~--'-----

.· 
. • 

, . 
I 

Ed. Fletcher Esq., 
San Diego, Calir., 

Dear Col.; 

.LADIES' EMPORIUM 
M. W. SPENCER, Prop·r 

DR'{ GOODS •••••••••••••" and NOTIONS 
ADIES' AND CHILDREN'S CLOTHING ·: MILLINERY 

OCEANSIDE, CAI.,;une, 2r, 19~1 

I have a letter from the South Coast Land Co. dated June 25th 
signed by Mr. Tolley, and concurred in with Mr. Kerckhoff, referring 
to my proposition as suggested to the~e joining our irrigation di~trict. 
I find that they are aggreable to the plan proposed , and agree with 
me that they must have some of the Warner water in order to continue 
their improvements at Carlsbad, as they have reached ~helr limit . 
of pumping from the San Luis Rey valley. Mr. Tolley will be down here 

· this week at which time we will take the matter up with him further , 
as to some of the details. 

It seems to me that the next most important st.ep will be fol' 
you to meet the Oceanside Committee together with certain members 
of the Board of Trustrees favoring our plan and I suggest that you let 
me know \Vhat day this week you can come up here, and I wil·l have a 
private conference arranged as you cnn easily see that in order to 
proceed with our district , we must have some definite fi~ure~. So 
come prepared to give us a talk as man to man with all the cards on 
the table • 

f , 
/ t 

I 

j • 

i 

..,; ' 4 , • 

' " r 

. . 
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