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Dr. We,lter Orr Roberts 
Eigh Altitude Observatory 
Boulder, Colorado 

Dear Dr . RobertsJ 

1155 Ea t 57th Street 
Chicago '37 , Illinois 
March 31, 1950 

I s.m sorry to b o ther you with t hi r. e t a tillla wbon you muot 'be very 

busy indeed erran~in5 t e conference, but I wondered if it woul~ be 

pvs s ible f or me to have any s ecretarial hel,t) du.rin;;:, the week I am a t 

Boulder. I t ' .ou6 ht perhaps S,)IDe s tudent 'lo ha ts a iai lJ ;;,oo shurth~nd 

and . erhaps so;:.r.e exp)erience rl t.h ·ecretaria work mi5h t. be found ~Ji tb whom 

I could erra~e from day to J.aJ' o war for a i'e>T hours . If th8.ce is an em loy-

Illent office at t e University , ·Ley ma br,ve a .iat uf e;irls ~lio are willing 

to take on this Kin or work . I would ratho.c have o ·eone w o o· n be reuched 

by tel ephone so that we c&n ~eep a flexible sc edule. 

I plbn to b e in Boulder on Monda;r when the conference b6i,ins h-nd .stay 

tbere until Frid&y ni~Sht or Saturday noon, i · there is anythiflG scheduled 

for Satux·day. 

Enclosed is a co 1y of a letter which I have Titten to Jim P tton 

of tb~ .farmers Union. Perhaps y u h<.~ve invited hi.w to tl e conference anyway, 

in w .ich case we can work out socethine with him 'R'hen I &fil there. I f he we.nts 

to make some arrangslllents in advance, perha.i)S you coulo. tell bin. whttt day 
.,..; would be beet for me to 60 to meet him and whopver he may invite in 

Denver. 

Sincerel;y yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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Observing Station: 

HIGH ALTITUDE OBSERVATORY 

CLIMAX , COLORADO 

AIR MAIL 

Dr. Leo Szilard 

OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY AND 
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 

24 April 1950 

Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Laboratory and Administrative 
Office: 

HIGH AL TITUOE OBSERVATORY 

BOULOER , COLORAOO j) 
(Please reply to this address) \~) L, { 

~ f;vt~ 

I have just returned from a long discussion with President 
Stearns about the committee for Colorado to be associated with the 
national activities. We also discussed at some length the plan 
as a whole. 

Stearns felt that the choice of Henr;, Swan, White, and Hoyt 
was excellent. Regarding Hoyt he said that he felt the choice 
of Hoyt to the committee would assure the minimization of the 
importance of the group by the Scripps-Howard (competing) newspaper. 
And it might be possible in some way to get the support of both 
papers if neither editor or if both editors were on the committee. 
However, he thought that as a calculated risk the choice of Hoyt 
alone would be O.K. 

So far as Patton is concerned, he felt that Patton was one of 
the most able members of the committee, would contribute a lot of 
energy and activity, but that with a large segment of the agricultural 
population of the state and the area the committee would have a left 
wing appearance. The reason for this is that Henrq, Swan, and White 
would be relatively little known to the farmers, wnereas Patton would 
be extremely well known. 

Stearns thought, however, that Patton should definitely be on the 
committee, but perhaps balanced by a man active in farm circles of 
slightly more conservative stripe, but still with great public interest. 
Stearns suggested two men, father and son, who might well qualify. 
The father is Harry W. F.arr of Greeley, Colorado. The man is an 
alumnus of the University, and is widely known among farmers in the 
area for his activities in important farm issues. I regret to say 
that I failed to find out whether he is associated with the National 
Grange or some other of the farm groups. I believe that Stearns' 
implication was that the man is associated with one of the more 
conservative farm organizations. 

The son, William Farr, like his father, is extremely well known 
in farm circles, and has been ve~ prominent in public affairs, also 
like his father. Stearns seemed to think that either of the two 
men would be equally good • 

. As for myself, I know noth~ng about either of the men, and so am 
not able to make any independent evaluation. 
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Let me know if you would like me to do any further follow-up 
before you plan another trip out here. We certainly are grateful 
to you for coming to the World Affairs Conference. You'll be 
interested to know that your talk in the University Theater the 
last day of the conference, seems to be, by consensus opinion, 
the high spot of the conference. Stearns sends his kind personal 
regards. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Walter Orr Roberts 

WOR/di 
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Dr 9 Robert Orr .Robttrta 
High Altitude Observator.y 
BoulderJ Colorado 

Dea.:r Roberts: 

1156 East 57th Street 
Chicago 57, Illinois 
Mq U, 1950 

. any tht'>.nks for ,rour very ki .n.d letter April 24. I took up the 

lll~tter with &.rr:l.aon :Brown ~.nd Joe MByer, who~ together with me, eonsti ... 

tttfie the Cowni ttee of .Arr-ang~ments appointed by 'Ute Emergency CoiM'li tt~e . 

larri~Jlon Drown and I also talked it over rdth J~e$ G .. Patton, 'Mhom we 

saw in lfew York and with Mr . Hutchilll$ and J'o3itlh llarvel, with l'lhom 

Harrison Br WB and l b:e.d a conference. in New 1' r1':: 'le.st Monciey , and 

final~ Harrison Brvt.'n and I talked about it to touisl_lfei•e and Lloyd 1(. 

G~rrison in I& York. 

Everybody :b enthueia.atic about the sugr stion of having :Byron Wb.i te 

bead up the regional committee, ~nd so we h ve reacbed ths voint here 

you might find 1 t advisable l'JDW to ap:proach hi about 1 t . ifuy don't you 

and Dean King just take the matter trai3ht to him and see how he feels 

about it.. Enc oeed h a cow of a aeaoranda v;hich you. might v.r.ll!l.h to 

send him. in advf.U'lee of your conferenceJ and then, tm:en you see him, you 

might bring him. up-to-date ~~ress tha. t has 'beeD aacte e1nce 

Thar~ b~& been ome further dieeuss1on c~ ncernin& the erms or 

re:f'e:t•en:ee of the oom:rd~aion. It v.ras j t)o inted out that the au~~ian teo 

evan tr~o gh thay ~-re not s pose-a. to '~~play the Ii1.us~i ne•, nevertheless~ 

stay sufficient~y close to re lity t b - t: ble to t·'ro.;uce wi,..:r.iticant 
result£. UR they mu·t, lor instance, c:n•ij8r it th Bir re on~ibi ity 
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to safeguard the st bili ty of the Ru .... ;;.ian o~ermnent (even though thkey 

privatel.1' mi~:;ht think thet the dowru.all of the present Russi n oyernment 

might be • good thing !'or the ussie.n i-' o 1le), and i t will be necesss.ry 

for them c rafully to consider under what circumstances d to wha.t degree 

· usaia could be o~ ened up to insp ection end ex:);;.ed t o the influx of s ies 

and r~ossibl} a gitators dthout en ~in?. ~..h e st~bili ty o: the 1\uasian 

government . Further, while it is~the job o: the Russian ~e 1 to appraise 

long ra~ e Russien intentions and ·esi gns , it i o n cesaary for the American 

t~sm-5ince t l!F;y ~ ! :a 'l'~ to sa;y vhE1,t terms ou ht to be acce ~.ble to J.merica--

to .ltl&!Ce a re lh:ti~ ~pprais:1l oi ltussian intentionB before tht'y can reach 

COlr:.ii1i tte;;. in l.l · nve:r--18 to f ind six to i ght mer.. Viho mula f a rm the 

nucleu£ of t..h€ tlfJoarcl• ~nd who uuld creute El ecrJ,;or·· e enti cy r>eparate 

frc;m the En:er · ency Ccm;ni ttee for implementing our pl&.n. The n8.'D.e of 1.be 

orgar.J.za tion hao not been finally deci<lec.L, b·.t it 1 ighv bo '"'omething like 

DCitizen~ ' In~uiry into the Conditiona of Peace . H 

B':3cause thi :;. iu to e a "citi:;?,ens 1 in,uirytt, 1<:~ cro vf>:ry nxious to 

secure for tb.e Boerd, t ho f,ervices f men ,ho ha.v not eo 1 -r _·luyed a 

najor roll in arry ~oli t ical E-Ction, but who no f e ;3l f• iciently concerned 

to be irl.lling to devote at le s t part oi their ti e to this in · uiry. 

r . Hutchins has acce,:J ted the chairmanship, ~· nd e h ·ve . ked Cl renee 

Pi ket.t of the Society of ~ iends to be vice-chairm n. oince the ime 

which he caul (. evote to ttrl., job is 11m1 ted, i t will pro "'bly be necessary 

to have e . • econd vice-chairman. We hope t o have _icke t t ' s ns er by the 

25 th of this. onth. J osi h arvel apper.r to be quite lntere~t -d in th~s 
ento:1r1Jr i s e r.,n~ of f ":lrred to coiDe r oc.. \ ilmin,s t n to N- Yor! or 1E sbin ton 
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to confer with us whenever necessar,y . 

It ie our int~ntion to a k t n e rly d te Gu t a vson, tearne , 

L ird Bell, Fo ler McCormick, and K r hall ~ield to serve on the Bo rd. 

"fe have the p armi. ion of J b.m&s P tton to rut h m on .e Bocu·u ·hen-

ever , bav~::: eno --·h of the 1ore conservative n e s eo hf t .ould be 

abl e to do <5o fi thou"t erG till5 n unbe.l nee . 

I h..-ve a i cur-:-q~c letter fro Grenville Cl!! rk about ur pro osala, 

bu it seems t ... at -1.e rlll not be able to et Lim t s rv on the Board 

bect.ute cf hi ... oLe:;.~ commitm-ents nd h.i health. 

ju~t received ~ ' r ant of ~lG,OCO from the ' orld Gov rr~ent 

Foun ation as a token oi t heir r 1 precia t1on, and ~ned to think 

that ~e houl ).)rob&.b]J !:1 v e fun'~ o · · ,~oqooo before e.ey :,;.u lie ackno~ledge-

;rent i ~de. 

I wondere if you could convey all thi s to r. hi te . I f Y•'U think 

that by collrl.ng to Denv 1~ , I coul(.t bc> of ome use ~ in obtaining 
. :J ~~(. ~~~,..,q~~. ~ 

the ap_:Jrova.l of ue irable tlor,..,ns to serve on h::; e ion 1 co un i tee<! V£e ~ 

period b t ·s n M :y 26 and June 6 would prob bly be 

wey from Chic o. 
t o t:i;f 

I note thEJt i n yom· let er you did not include the a:mee of Dick Dt vis 0 

and • . 1 n hipp~( I :s this an ' ~;r iJht, or did you ch"Dt, e your 1.ind about 

them? 

toP 

I ention•d ~;>osal of tlla inc l 

tton ho countt red dth . pro to8a l o 

I 

ing the older or y unger Farr 

i ncl ullin.:; J z. es h i te , di tor 

of .estern hrm Life, on tho 0 roun t at he would be better k no to the 

f rmers of Color do, an ot . erwi..,;;. s-erve th sa ... "~e ,e.ur. s as the inclusior~ 

oi' Farr •oula serve . 
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Ple se convey the info tion containE;d in thi s,t r:d£o to Dean King, 

tog~ther th my best wishes. I enelo e three e rbons for your convenience. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szil.erd 
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CLIMA X , COLORADO 

AIR MAIL 

Dr . Leo Szilard 

OF HARV ARD UNIVERSIT Y AND 
UNIVERS ITY OF COLORADO 

22 May 1950 

Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Szilard: 

Laboratory and Administrative 
Office: 

HI G H ALT ITUDE OBSERVA T ORY 

BOULDER , COLORADO 

(Please reply to this address) 

Thanks for your letter of the llth . It came while I was 
scarcely able to be at my desk at all, and so I have not been 
able to do any more than make some preliminary discussions with 
various people about it . However, this morning things are back 
to normal here, and I am going to be able to make some follow-up • . 
This morning Ed King and I are going to have a conference, and in 
a day or two I believe we can let you know about Byron White, and 
perhaps also the rest of the regional committee. 

The exact functions of the regional committee and the relation
ship of the regional committee to the "Board" is not completely 
clear in King 1s mind nor in mine , We may, therefore, telephone 
you later today about it. 

In any event, I am sure we will have something more definite 
to report to you by the end of the week, and I shall see that this 
all comes to you quickly. We certainly congratulate you on gaining 
the acceptance of Hutchins. 

With very best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Walter Orr Roberts 

WOE./di 

P. S. This P. S. is being written after my talk with Ed King. We 
have talked over the whole situation about the committee, and we 
have reached the following plan. I am going to write a letter to 
Byron White enclosing your memorandum, and some notes about the 
things that have happened. I am not going to ask him to accept or 
r efuse this letter, but am going to ask him to let me arrange to 
see him . Vfuen I see him, I shall go over with him in detail the 
functions of the regional committee, and tell him the proposed 
membership for the balance of the committee . If he agrees to accept, 
we will try to call together the individuals on the regional committee 
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for a dinner meeting somewhere where we will ask them to join the 
committee. Preferably, White will write this letter of invitation, 
and he will want to have enough copies of the memorandum to enclose 
at that time. If it is possible to arrange that meeting at a time 
when you might be present, it seems to me highly desirable. If you 
are not able to be present, Ed King and I will attend. However, both 
Ed King and I are extremely active in and to some extent identified 
with United World Federalists, and it would probaawbe better to have 
the proposal and discussion by someone who is not so involved. 

King and I also talked over some more the composition of the 
committee, The reason for leaving Dick Davis out is that he is 
apparently a member of the same law firm aU:I Henrt and White. This 
would not be desirable. We also felt that we should reserve the 
name of Allan Phipps to include if either Henrt, Byron White , or 
possibly Henry S>nan should turn down membershJ.p on the committee. 
Neither King mr I 1maw anything about James White, Editor of Western 
Farm Life. However, I have a couple of friends who will know 
something about it, and I shall call around. Both Ed King and I 
felt that it would be desirable to include Mr. Harold Silver on 
the committee. We realized, somewhat to our surprise, that we did 
not have a business man at all on the committee. Silver is a 
business man, and one who would take a great interest in this 
activity, and would have great influence in Denver. He has not 
been very active in any political activity, but has headed such 
things as the Community Chest and various charities. He is also 
active in various service clubs. At the same time, he is a man of 
good reasonableness and basic liberality. And an enormous asset 
is the energy, industry, and widespread contact possessed by his 
wife, who would, in both King's and my opinion, concern herself 
subs.tantially with this committee if Harold were to accept. We 
even thought of the possibility of recommending that Mrs. Harold 
Silver serve on the committee and it isn't too bad an idea. However, 
it is probably preferable to have Harold serve, since she will concern 
herself with it anyway. 

There is about where things stand at the moment. I shall send 
you copies of any other correspondence that may be pertinent . 

WOR 

di 



HIGH ALTITUDE OBSERVATORY 

Observing Station: 

HIGH ALTITUDE OBSERVATORY 

CLIMAX . COLORADO 

Dr. Leo Szilard 

OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY AND 
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 

4 January 1951 

Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Szilard: 

Laboratory and Administrative 
Office: 

HIGH ALTITUDE OBSERVATORY 

BOULDER. COLORADO 

(Please reply to this address) 

Once again the time has rolled around when we begin thinking 
about the World Affairs ·Conference in April. The dates this year 
are Monday, the 9t~ through Friday, the lJth. The members of 
the World Affairs Conference committee are unanimous about the 
tremendous amount of stimulation we all received from your 
participation last year, and so we hope very much that you will 
be able to be with us again this year. 

We haven 1t worked out even a preliminary program yet, but 
I shall see that one comes to you as soon as it can be done. 
Meanwhile, if there is any chance of your coming, we'd like ever 
so much to have you try to arrange it. 

The other members of the committee join me in sending best 
regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Walter Orr Roberts 

WOR/di 
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HIGH ALTITUDE OBSERVATORY 

Observing Station: 

HIGH ALTITUDE OBSERV ATO R Y 

CLIMAX. CO L ORADO 

AIR MAIL 

Dr . Leo Szilard 

OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY AND 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 

19 Februa~J 1951 

Institute for Radiobiology and Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr . Szilard : 

Laboratory and Administrative 
Office: 

H I GH ALTITUDE OBSERVATORY 

BOULDER , COLORADO 

( Please reply to this address) 

The World Affairs Conference committee met again today, 
and carried the plans still farther forward for the World Affairs 
Conferenc e during the week of the 9th through the 13th of April . 
The committee would like to make a preliminary announcement of 
the names of s ome of those people who are planning to attend t his 
year , and in particular are anxious to have you on that list if 
it is at all possible . Could we, therefore, put you down as one 
of those who will come this year? If you can attend, won ' t you 
just drop me a collect telegram . 

The program is gradually shaping up . We expect that James 
i arburg vnll be here t his year , and we have a couple of new slants 
for the organization of the sessions . We al so are going to t r yto 
work out things so that we can have s ome preli mi nary discussion 
sessions between the panel leaders , as I believe it was you who 
suggested that we should do , last year . 

We certainly hope you can come . We are expecting particularly 
nice April weather this year . The rest of the committee, and the 
others around the Observatory send along their very kindest regards . 

Si ncerely yours , 

Walter Orr Roberts 
WOR/cli 
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