
General. Hugh B. Hester 
Penn Sherwood Hotel 
Philadelphia, l'a. 

Dear General Bester: 

Kings Crown Hotel 
420 W. ll6th St. 

ew York, N.Y. 
bruary 13, 1955 

Enclosed is a co~ of' a 11Letter to the Eliitor" which was printed in the 

New York Times last Mf13. The ini tia.l reaction seems to be quite favorable, 

as judged from the first batch of mail forwarded to me from Chicago, but it 

is too earl.¥ to tell. 'lbe most interesting letter, so far, is from Fred. K. 

Boehler, who was a member at Governor Stevenson ' s cabinet in Illinois. A 

copy of his letter is enclosed. 

I am beginning to vomer whether I should take the responsibility of 

tr;ring to put ogether a group, UDder some suitable sponsorship, that would 

devote practlcall.y fUll time to study that ought to be completed within 

three months after it starts . The purpose or this study would be to pro

duce 1 in sane detail, the general picture of a set of arrangements that 

ought to be acceptable, am that might be accept l>le, to the major nations 

involved. One could not aim in such a short time in spelling out all of the 

details am it woul.d probably not be desirable to do so, even 1f it cOIW:l 

be dooe . The next step would be to submit the result of the thinking of 

this group privatel\1 to sane key persons w1 thin the American, Br itish, 

Bus sian am' if possible I the Chinese Governments . The purpose of this 

would be to obtain same tentative am personal expression of opinion con

cerning the general phil.osophy of the solution and, also, the suitability 

ot the particular devices which the plan 'll1B3 propose to utilize . There 

ought to be no difficultJ for us in getting an informal and tentative 
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expression or opinion from some bers ot the American and British Govern-

ments, and I would hope that through rq friend, Marsbal.l MacDutfie, it 

might be possible to get such an 1nfozme.l reaction from lthrLlshchev. How 

to proceed w1 th respect to the Chinese Government I do not !:mow, but we 

can cross that bridge when we get to it . ~ i:f we succeed in getting 

such private expressions of opinion could we know i:f we have produced sane

thing that might sen as a starting point for governmental negotiations. 

Since the fUnction of the group is not to came up with a nev departure 

in American foreign policy, but rather to produce a picture of a satisfactoey 

settle nt that might be acceptable to a Ill.mber or different governments, in 

e~ecting the members or the group the main emphasis would have to be put 

on ability and not on prestige within the American scene . If some members 

af' the group are internationally known, that would help, at' course, to com

mand attention. I think we should, by ~means, try to get Co~one~ :ra_ymon

ville, if he is avaiable, acd Colin Clark (the most imaginative amongst 

the economists that I know), who despaired of making the Australian Govern

ment listen to reason and oved, I believe, to Oxford, England . The gl"'Olp 

ought to be as small as possible, in order to move fast, except that, of 

course, it must recruit talent ~ram all field that are involved . 

I wonder what you think about all this and, if a serious attempt shoiUd 

be made to set up such a group, whether 'J'OU would be willing to act as secre

tary ot the group'l I know no one who would be more sui table for this role 

and it is rq hope that yoo are uncommitted at the present time, o~ else 

vould be able to free you.rself' tor such a task, that is assuming that we 

are 1Ddeed able to get off the ground . 
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All this, ot course, very tentative ai¥l I have not really made up my 

mind s yet that I reaJ.l3 want to do this thing. 'Dle decislon will depend 

on the reaponae am, above all, on you.r own. response. 

With all good wishes, 

Il3/nr 
Enc. 

Sincere~ yours, 

Leo Szilard 



Leo St ila:rd February 2, 1955 

LEl'TEB 'ID 'DIE EDITOR 

In 1913, one year before the First World War, B. G. Wells wrote a book, 

'l1iE WORLD SET FREE. In this book he describes the discove:cy of artificial 

radioactivity am. puts it in the year 1933, the very year in which it was 

discovered. This is followed, in the book, by the development of atomic 

energy for peacetime uses and Atomic Bcmbs. 'lbe World War in which the cities 

of many nations are destroyed by these Bombs Wells puts in the year 1956. 

After the devastation of a large part of the World an attempt is made to set 

up a World Government which Ve'rJ' nearly fails but in the end, sanehow, miracu

lously succeeds. 

It seems that all of these predictions -- even the da.tes -- J1J1J.Y prove 

to be correct; for now it would appear that 1956 is the year most likely to 

see the advent of Atomic War. 

It would take much im.agine.tion and resourcefulness -- no less perhaps 

than went into the development of the Bomb itself -- to devise a settlement 

that would resolve the power conflict between Russia and the United States 

and would not only postpone the next war, but create a situation in which 

war would not be likely to occur again. But up until now the public qis

cussion of these issues has moved at a level of political thinking at which 

no solution is possible at all, and so far neither the Government nor 8.1J3 

one else has presented even the principles on which an adequate settlement 

could be based. 

If we have no concept of a real solution, almost any course of action 

can be argued, for and against, endlessly and inconclusively. Some military 

leaders seem to advocate that we take armed action in the Pacific while it 



is still possibl to keep Ruseia, throtlgh the threat of "massive retalia

tion," from intervening on a large scale. If we accept the premise that 

it is not too late for a preventive w r and if we are willing to devastate 

China to such an extent that recovery f1J1VJ take one or two generations, then 

there may be nothing much wrong vi th the reasoning of these men, except that 

they leave God out of their equations. 

Acco:tUing to press reports, Admiral Radford suggested in September that 

Chiang Kai-shek be pennitted to banb the mainland of China in d'efense of 

Quemoy Island am that the United States agree to intervene in the support 

of this action if necessary. At that time President Eisenhower vetoed this 

proposal. In doing so the President followed his instinct, and his instinct 

is to strive for peace. 

It is general.4 known that the President a:lUently desires to keep the 

country out Of war. He believes that a sa.ti factory general agreement 

could probably be drafted that the Ru.esians would be likely to accept; but 

2. 

he does not know how to make sure that the Russians would keep such an agree

ment and therefore he is unable to steer a clear course which offers a 

chance of leading to peace. With ~ of his advisers in favor of taking 

calculated risks and having an early showdown, how long can the President 

be expected to hold outT 

The dey on which we bomb the Chinese mainland -- say in defense of · 

Quemoy or Matsu - - is likely to turn out to be the first day of the 'l'hird 

World War. Those who think that the course of such a war can be predicted 

in any way are, I believe, sadly Jllistak.en; and the war might very well end 

with the devastation of Russia and perhaps also of the United States, to 

the point where organized government in these two countries will cease to 

exist. 



At the time of this writing it appears quite possible that we DBl 

have a reprieve. But such a reprieve can be oll4 a short one; for we have 

now advanced close to the point of no return, and one of 011r next groping 

steps, unguided by a clear concept Of the road to peace, could very well. 

carry us beyond that point. This resul.t, to me, seems 1a1eed unavoidable 

unl.ess the men within our Government who are shaping our policies will soon 

begin to see clearly BaDe course of action that 1.'lJa.1 lead us out of the pre

sent impasse. 

To remove the instability inherent in the power conflict between 

Ru.ssia and the United States will take a far-reaching agreement that will 

settle all maJor outstanding issues. Such an agreement, if it offers 

Russia, ourselves, and several other nations strong continuing incentives 

for keeping it in operation, can create a setting in which the chance ot 

war DJ1J:3 be regarded as remote. Onl.y in such a setting is it possible to 

dispose of the controversial. issues which loam so large tod~. No progress 

can be made towards this goal piece-meal. 

To outline such an agreement in some detail will require the kind 

of imagination aDd resourcefulness that cannot be expected fran the Govern

ment. In our political. system the intellectual. leadership needed here c~ 

arise onlJ thr~ private initiative. 

Our onq remaining hope is, I believe, that under the sponsorship 

of universities, research foundations, and, above all, camm.ittees at citi

zens set up for the purpose, it may be possible to gather at this late 

hour several. gro11ps of highl;y qualified men who will think through the 

problems that are involved. Some o.f these groups might perhaps succeed 

in outlining for us in saoe detail, within the Dext few months, the kind 

of international. arrangements that we could trust. 'l'he problem lies not 
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so much in working out all the detai~s as in finding the right principles 

:from which the details would follow more or less automatic 1-q. The details 

can wait but reaching a meeting of minds on the basic principles cannot. 

0n4 groups ot like-minded :men who can agree at the outset on basic premises 

can hope to c e up with scmething real.J.3 constructive that 11JB3 catch -- as 

it must -- the imagination or the public, Congress ani the Administration. 
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Dr. leo Szilard 
Kings Crown Hote1 
420 West 1l6th St. 
New York, .Y. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Fred K. Boehler 
120 So. IaSalle St. 
Chicago 3, Ill. 
Financial 6-0614 

February 9, 1955 

In the Sunday New York Times, I read your most exce1lent letter to the 

mitor. 

SanetW.e when you are in Chicago I hope I will have an opportunity to 

talk to you. At the manent, I am serving as a consul. tant to the Trustees 

of the New World Foundation, which was fou.Med by Mrs. Emmons Blaine. My 

fUnction is to discuss fields at' service with the Trustees. AJ.though I 

am not sure when the money will be available, I should certai~ think 

that tor the nnew world" a conference such as you. propose would be most 

useful. 

One of the fields of interest listed by Mrs. B.l.aine in her will was "the 

relationships between peoples and nations, and tbe avoidance of war." 

This mey be one of the fie.lds selected by the Trustees. vlhUe the prin

cipal. sum wi1l be sanething around twenty million aud the income only 

moderate, I should think they might be interested in yo'J.r proposal, if it 

were presented by a group or some university with tax exemptions. They 

had a bad experience in having to pay accumulated income tax on the m;)ney 

which was granted to Mr. Stringfellow Barr because of the failure, I under

staai, to set up a tax. exempt group tor the Foundation for World Government. 

Sincerel.1 yours, 

Fred K. Boehler 



General Hugh B. Hester 
Penn-Sherwood Hotel 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear GeDeral Bester a 

King's Crovn Hotel 
420 West ll6th Street 
New York , lev York 

February 25, 1955 

Enclosed you will find two copies of a memorandum Which I propose 

to use in approaching Founda tiona. I am sending a copy to Fred K. 

Boehler, whom I expect to see in Chicago early next week. One of the 

copies is for your own use. The other is attached to a letter addressed 

to Colonel Faymonville. I would appreciate your forwarding the letter 

to Colonel F~monville if you have his address, together with a covering 

letter of your ovn, containing such comments as you would care to make . 

I expect to be back in New York after March fifth , and will 

telephon you then. 

I bave asked Marshal MacDuffie to contact you when his schedule 

permits in the hope that when you are in Bew York next time, you two 

might get together and make each other's acquaintance . 

With beat wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosures 

I 
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General Hugh B. Heeter 
Penn-Sherwood Hotel 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

King's Crown Hotel 
420 1~·:eet ll6th Street 
New York, New York 

March 14, 1955 

Ma~ thanks for your letter of March 8th and the 

copies of the Letter to the Editor which you sent to the 

Times. Enclosed I am returning to you Frank Graham's 

letter. 

I expect to be in New York in the course of this 

week and 'Will then telephone you at your Hotel, In the 

meantime I want you to have copies of answers which 1 

received from Father Cavanaugh, Colin Clark 1 and Marshall 

MacDutf'ie. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosure 

I 



General Hugh B. Hester 
Penn Shervood Bote 1 
Philadelphia, Pe. 

Deer General Hester: 

August 5, 1955 

As I told you. by telephone 1 General Walter Bedell Smith# 

Chairman and President of the American Machinery and Foundry Co. 1 

has announced that A.M.F . Atomics, Inc . 1 a suba1dia17 of the 

company 1 will build e reactor that will be solely devoted to r&• 

search. Seven other large corporations will participate and the 

industrial :aeactor laboratories Will be located vtth1n commuting 

d1stane from New York City. 

I am at present a Professor of th University of Chicago, 

but th Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics of vh!ch I w 

a member up until recent]3 1 has been discontinued by the Univer

sity, and in addition, for personal reasons, ! voul4 m11oh prefer 

to live East. 

I am very m11oh interested at present in e number of biolo

gical probl ms end have been eaaaged in biological research 1n the 

last few yeer • Thie new organ1&etion would be ve-ry attractive to 

me if con41tions were such th t I could conduct b1olog1cal experi

ments an4 continue some of the prosram in thie fi ld in which I em 

interested. 

I 



All th18 18 background 1nf'ormat1on meent tor you pereonall.7 

only. You "'1Jtq trenslate 1 t any ve:r you please . 

thanks. 

Since l:r, 

IS:srr teo Szilud 

P. S. 

rall3edell Smith h an of't1ce 1n WaehiDSton, but the 

telephone book OJll3 lists hi home e4dresa: 4400 Gertie 14 St . 1 

N.W., W hin8ton, D. c. Telephone: Wo 6- 2522. I could 1"1nd out 

whet 1s of:f':1c eddres in Washington is though, 1f you need it 

since hi office 1a in the buildtns es th t of en acquaintance 

of mine - Gerhard Van Arkel1 1701 JC Street, N. W., Telephone: 

St 3-7747. Enclosed is ame m teriel vh1oh you might send on. 

IS 

( 



General Hugh :B. Hester 
Penn Shervoo4 Hotel 
Philad lphia, Pa. 

Dear ~neral Heater: 

Auaust 5, 1955 

Sine I wrote you, I tound that Gemral Walter Bedell Smith 

has an of'f'ice in Room 505, 1701 X Street, N. W. , Washington 1 D. C . 

WlJal the telephone book does not show this listing, I do not know. 

Sincerely, 

LS:srr Leo Szilard 

I 



WALTER BEDELL SMITH 

Vice Chairman 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES ~ 261 MADISON AVE., N, Y. 

AMERICAN MACHINE & FOUNDRY COMPANY' 
1701 K STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

August 10, 1955 

Dear General Hester: 

On behalf of General Smith, I wish to acknowledge 
and thank you for your letter of August 7 enclosing 
the material and information on Professor Leo Szilard. 

General Smith is presently out of the office 
recuperating from a recent illness. You m~ be sure, 
however, your letter will be brought to his attention 
as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) Eileen Evans 
Secretary to General Smith 

Brig. Gen. Hugh B. Hester, USA, Ret., 
The Penn Sherwood Hotel, 

3900 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia 1, Pennsylvania. 
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General Hugh B. Hester 
c/o The Churchman 
10?4 - 2Jrd Avenue North 
St. Petersburg 4, Florida 

Dear Gen ral Hester: 

3 fay 1962 

I am arud.ous to talk to you over the telephone and was 

wondering where I could reach you. You can comrnw'lioate with me 

at the above addi:ess but I expect to be away the coming week., 

I was wondering whether you have seen the text of a speech 

which was repr1nted by the Bulletin and which is enclosed. 

\Vi th kind regards. 

Since~ly, 

Leo Szilard 

enclosure ( 1 ) 
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without disarming the rest of the world. And th e President has precious 

little time left within which to do this. 

Certainly disarmament, even with full inspection and world government 

with powers adequate to world needs, involves a risk. But pursuit of 

current policies involves more than a risk; it entails the certainty of 

world disaster. 

"'"'/ /3-7~ ~. Hester 

Brig. General U. S. Army Retired 

NOTE: General Hester was Director of Procurement of Military Supplies 

under Reverse Lend Lease Agreement with Australia, for General 

MacArthur's forces, 1942-45, and Administrator for U. S. Food 

and Agri c ultural Program for Germany, 1945-47. 
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