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April ? , 1916. 

/ . 

• 

Xou.Soott Fo~risa, 
Chairman of' the Public LnndtJ ·Commit tee, 
Rouse. o~ Representatives, . 

a.shington. D. C. 

l(y de ar llr. Ferries: 
• • .. 

Confirming my telegram of this date, 

~copy of Which i a herewith attanhed , enclosed ~ind synopsis · 

of the situation :from the standpoi nt of t h e Cuya.'Daoa Water 

Co. in oppos ition to Bouse of Representatives »111 Ro. 

11540. 
• 

Yours very t ruly , 

; 
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CUYAMACA WATER CO; .· 

fJ.LE No •. ___ g~ ~--~---·-· .·· . ·· ~ ... 
~ ,, 

DO NOT . REMOVE 
ANY LETTER 

' • l '· . . . 
.... F_R~O~M~. T..;..H~· IS;:..~ -· F:...:.:JL~E:J. 

. • 

t I 

.. 

' . . . . 

• 

• 

,• 

NEWCOMD CA~LTON, I"AUIDCHT BELVIDERE: BROOKS, YICC.P'AUIDilHT 

TIME FILED CHECK .. 

, ... • 
· Bon. Soott Ferries, 
· Chairman Public Lands Counnittee, House ot Hepresentatives, 

~,. . .,.,·_ . ..,_ Waehingt on, D. C. · · · . 
.: · ~ ~ Understand th ere is possibility or hearing befo"· 

7our committee on.llouse bill number eleven· thousand :t'ive hundrect·· 
!orty of Congressman Kettner for. City of San Dieao. \Ve strenuously\ 
o:tdect t 'o any tavo~able action on the part ot ;~our committee, 'for ·the 
~ollowfn~ reasons;. . · . . 
.. first. It wi~l ·cloud th e title to our water ri~ta . o-r which r~e . .. . have had possession r or ·thirty years, and doeo ua a great injustice. 

, 

: . Second. · Two million dollars have been spent sinoa th e time the 
Interior Department granted ua rights o~ way and :t=errnit to divert water 
~-rom the El Capitan· Indian Reservation. Wo have lived up to our con-

~-lf~~~:L:~··: 

-~~~ traot 'and all our Ob1igations. and we now ask 4ke the protection o~.the 
t~·~~: ... ~.c; Uait~d States Government 1n thiS matter. . · 

Thim. Ve have eperrt J'ive _Hundred Thou sand Dollars in developing 
·our. property thQ +.~t ro.ur _yea;a • and When complete developnent is made · 

lli~-:--::i::.~~ ~there. !Jill be very lltt"le it any excess water available. as per teet1-
·mony of Government e'ngineera. _ ·. . . -

- · -Jionrth. tre turnish water to the citie& o'f Eaat San Diego, La llesa 
.. ~El 'cajon • . They are wholly c;tependent upon us tor their water supply 

~,:,;. .. ·=-~ · · tlie ~ gra.~~ing" 0~ this· righ-t·: ask~ for:by the· C~ty of San Diego does 
.. ~ great.eat~ .injustice. to~: these --c1 ~iaa· . · _ -

·as well as our ,irrigation consumers. - , - . 

. . 

• 

""1 ... • 1 ,.... • .. ,,r •• I I l.t ... v '• ... 
Chorf\e Cuyamaoa ''later Co • 
P.S 

., . 
, ...a, '!6C • 

·" . -· .. ' • 
CUYAMACA WATER CO • . 

FILE No •.... it __ '.. .... ._ 

~00 Nor REMOVE • 
ANY L.ETTER • fROM THIS FILE. 

~ 
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RECEIVED AT . 
C88GS~ 21 GOVT 

HB ~ASHINGTON DC 1228P AP L 8- 1916 

E FLETCHER ~~(J 
CUYA1.1/\ CA WA TER . CO SAND I EG 0 ·CAL_ 

ilO HC: R I IG FQR,,1A LLY SET KETTNER 

OF TI ' E 

SCOTT FERRIS ' 
1116 A 

~i lLL ADV ISE YOU IN PLENTY 

. . . J 

CUYAMACA WATER CO • . 

FILE Na. __ ~-------
oo NOT . REMOVE 

ANY LETTER ·-. 
FROM ~ THIS F.iLE: 

• • 

• 

Jf\nuary 31, 1918 

aoott u. 7errie, · Chairman. 
· .Public LAnds Coiun1 ttee, • 

Bouoe ot Representatives, 
Vla\•hington, D. c. 

" 

- copy of my briet and exhibits for tho Cuyamaoa Water Co •• 

as oBtioially inserted in the records, in aooordRnoe ... 
wi tli my prom is~ to you at the hearings. I will be muoh 

obliged it you w.l.il llave the brief filAd as one of the 
. -. 

exhibits in yeaterdRy's hearing. 
. 1 ·tRk'J tlliB ·opportunity of thanking you and the 

mambftr& of the Committee for the courtesies extAnded to me, 
. and also tor the able and impRrtl.'ll manner in which you • 

handled the he~ringa. 
Believe me. 

Very respec t fully, 



• Scott Ferrie • , 
Chairman, PU.blic Lands Committee, 
Washington 1 .D. C. 

Sir.:--

Confirm ng my verba agreement, the 

is a copy of the eport 

Chamber of Commerce, o~ icially endor.sed by 

o£ Directors o the Chamber of Commerce: 

Your Committee appointed to consider the 
question of procuring ~n add tional water supply 
for the City of San Diego, begs teave to report· as 

ollows: 

he c·ty is conf onted with two conditions, 
F . rst, the necessity for an additional water su~ply . 
to supply its present and future needs· Second, the 
inabil·ty o the City to ·ncrease its -bonded indeb~­
edness to any extent for that purpose or for any. oth ~ 
purpose at . ~his time. 

Having these two conditions in mind, 
the follow·ng suggestions: 

. 
let; hat tlle . City enter into a contract 

for a reasonable per·od w·th the Volcan Water Compariy 
for tbe ·delivery of five m·llion gal ons pe day at 
rate of 10 ¢ per thousand gallons. commencing as · . 
soon as the system is completed ~or that purpose, to ·. 
be not later than J~ly 1st, 1920, etc • 

. available 



ained 
uggestiona .her in con-

furnish the City .of Sa 
ater for its future 



written by the 

paper th the 

urging 'that the Cuyamaca water system be 

. chased by the City. 
. tw 

A controversy arose to the pres~nt 
" 

Ira E. Benne t, anagi~g Editor of the Washington 

Pas~. towards the presen~ b·11 of the City of San Diego. 

1 • -ennett appeared and p eaded ~or 

or·ginal hearing, also filed a brie~ 

Enclosed ind letter from ·r. Bennett .under date of 

11th, 918 hich ia explanat~ry, and shows conclusive 

ly that r. Bennett and. 

am sure his brief will be of intere t. 

I have just arrived ii1 San Diego, and until . 

r. Cosgrove returns I cannot ef ect a compromise 
. 

the City of San ego ong the lines· as r commended 

by r. Cosgrove in his te timony before 

Lands Committee, that he .had no objection to our bui . 
. 

ing dams our intakes; that l1e welcomed i ; 

meant everything to the c·ounty and 

Die o auld be · g~ad to see it done 1 

our 

i 

San 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
-o-

James A. Murray 
Bd. B'letcher 

illiam G. Hensha 
Protestants and Appellants. 
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Involving application of right o~ 
way. Serial No 014623, Los Angeles1 
Call~ornia series. Under the act ot 
February 15th, 1901. (Stats.790). 

vs. 

The City of San Diego 
(A Municipal Corporation) 
Assignee of W. B. Hamilton· 

Protestee and Respondent. 
• 

-o-

Appeal to the 
Secretary of the Interior 

--ooo--
By 

Ira. E. Bennett 

--ooo---

STATEMENT IN BEHALF OF THE CAPITAN GRANDE BAND 
• 

OR VILLAGE OF MISSION INDIANS. 
-o-

• 

The application of the City of San Diego for a ~ermit to use rights 

o~ way for reservoir purposes through lands of the Capitan Grande Indian 

· Beservaion1 under the Act o:r Congr~ss approved February 15, 1901 1 is in 
. 

fact and ef£ect an attempt to dispossess the Indians of their lands, 

hich they hold under trust patents from the United States, issued in 

accordance ith the Act of Congress approved January 121 1891. 

These trust patents declare that the United States at the expiration 

of twenty-five years will issue patents to the Indians nin fee simple, 

discharged of said trust and free o:r all charge aud incumbrance whatso-

ever. 
I 

The proposed .permit to usA the rights of way. if it could be given, 

ould conflict with the vested rights of the Indjans, and would prevent 

the tJnited Staes from conveying the lands to the Indians by patent in fee 
• 

simple a11d free of incumbrance, as it is bound by law to do. 

The permit, if given, could not be continued in :force longer than Karch 

10, 1919 1 when the twenty-five year trust period will expire. At that 

date the Secretary of the Interior is reqired by law to convey the lands 
. 

in question to the Indians by patent in ~ee simple and free of incumbrance. 

e patent issued March 101 1894 1 reads in part as follows: 

NOW KNOW YE, TK~T THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERICA, in consideration ot 

the premises and in accordance with the provisions of: section 

• 



• 

. 
o~ the said Act of Oongresa approved ~anuary 12, 1891, hereby declares 

that it does and will hold the said tracts of land selected as aforesaid 
. 

(subject to all the restrictions and conditions contained in the said Aot 

of Congress, January 12 1 . 1891), for the period of twenty-five years in 

trust, for the sole use and benefit of the said Capitan Grande band or 

village of ission Indians, according to the laws of Californ1a 1 and at 

the expiration of the said period the United States will convey the same 

or the remaining portion not patented to individuals, by patent to said 

Capitan Grande band or village of Jlission Indians, as aforesaid, in fee 
. ' 

simple discharg- ed of said trust and free of all charge or incumbrance 

hatsoever. 

•And there is reserved £rom the lands hereby held in trust for said 

Capitan Grande band or village o~ Mission Indians a right of way . thereon 1 

for ditches or canals, constructed by the authority of the United States.• 
. 

Under this patent 8 1 960 acres of land were conveyed to the Indians in 

trust. Another patent, issued ~uly 9, 1913 1 conveys to the Indians 1,240 

acres in trust. There have been no allotments in this reservation. 

WHAT SAN DIEGO REALLY ASKS • 
• 

The City of San Diego ostensibly asks for a revocable permit to use 

rights o~ way through the Capitan Grade Indian Reservation, but in faot 

it asks for a transfer of practically the entire reservation and the re-
• 

moval of the Indians to another· place. This was admitted by the City 

Attorney .at th hearing before the Register and Receiver at Los Angeles 

(Transcript, Page 37). He said: 

The City admits that the granting .of this permit will flood, if not 

the entire tillable land of the Indians, such a large portion or it that 

the remaining portion would be uninhabitable from a sanitary standpoint, 

and we ould not desire Indians living on the rim of the reservoir 1 and 
• 

e admit that the granting of the ·permit, :for all practical purposes, 

ill take from the Indians all their tillable land, take from the~ all 

their places of abode, and they would have to be moved from their lo-

cation. The position the City or San Diego takes is that tbe granting 

-2-



• 

of the permit would compel the Government to remove the Indians to some 

other place·, and we are ready to stand the expense and furnish the ground 

to hioh they may be moved.a 

This frank avowal that San Diego's o.pplicntion for a permit, if grant-

ed, would result in the eviction of the Indians is made clear by the 

terms of the pending bill (H.R.ll540), introduced by llr. Kettner, in 

which it is provided tl1at the Indians shall be removed 1 and that the dam-

ages suffered by them 1 not exceedir1g $100,000 1 shall be paid. by the cit,-. 

The bill in question provides for rights of way, while the application 
• 

before the Secretary of the Interior is merely for a revocable permit to 

use the right of way • 

. Thus the City of San Diego is asking simultaneously for a violation 

of the law by the Secretary of the Interior and for nullification b y 

Congress of the act for the relief of these Indians and the violation 

of the trust created by said Ac.t. 

There is nothing in the act of February 15, 1901 which appeals prio r 

acts or part of acts. The Act of January 12, 1891, for the relief of 

the ission Indians of Callifornia, is in full force and was amplified 

by the Act of Congress approved March 1, 1907 (34 Stat.l022), the Indian . 

Al)propriation Act. · 

RIGHTS OF .THE INDIANS. 

It is not necessary here to go deeply into the history of the Mission 

Indiana of California. The story is told in Sen. Ex. Doc. 49, Fo.rty-

ighth Congress, First Session, which contains the report of Special 

Agent Helen Jackson and Abbot Kinney to the Commissioner of Indian Af-

fairs; the Commissioner's eloquent appeal to the Secretary of the In -

terior or action; the letter of Secretary Teller to President, askin g 

that the matter be called to the attention of Congress, and President 

Arthur a message to Congress, dated January 14, 1884. On December 21 • 

1885, President Cleveland asked Congress to relieve these Indians. Th 

Senate passed a relief bill several times, but the bil did not paea 

the House until December 10, 1890, and it was app~oved by the 

-s-



January 12, 1891. 

Jlany years of injustice were suffered by the Mission Indians before 

their friends could impress the subject upon Congress. The devotion o~ 
Mrs. Helen Jackson to their cause finally won recognition. The temper 
of Congress, when its attention was finally directed to the plight of · 

• the Indians, is exhibited in the brief, but emphatic report of the Sen&te 
Committee on Indian Affairs (S. Rep. 74, Fiftieth Cohgress, lst. Sess.) 1 

r &ding as follows: 

"The history of the Mission Indians for a century may be written in 
four words: Conversion, civilization~ neglect, outrage. The conversion 
and civilization were the work of the Mission f .athers previous to our ac-

. quisition of California; the neglect and outrage have been mainly our own. 
Justice and humanity alike demand the immediate action of Government to 
preserve for their occl.tpa.tion the fragme.nts of land not already taken fro 
them. Accompanying this report is a letter from the Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs, giving information of their present condition; also the re-
port of Mrs. Helen Jackson ·and Mr. Abbot Kinney, giving the results of 
an investigation into the condition of these Indians and making recom-. 
mendations of measures to be adopted for their protection and relief. 

•The bill referred to the Committee is substantially the bill passed . 
by the Senate is the Forty-~inth Congress, and, with certain amendments. 
indicated in the text, is recommended for passage." 
• 

Pursuant to the Ac't 1 the Secretary of the Interior Albert K. Smiley, 
:roseph B. Uoore 1 and Charles C. Painter as members of the Jlission Indian 
Commission. They made a thorough investigation of conditions, and caused 
surveys to be made, upon which surveys they based recommendations for the · 

· adjustment of the boundaries of the various reservations. The report of 
the Commissioners was submitted to the President December 7 1 1891 1 and. on 
December 29 1 an EXecutive order was issued by President Harrison approving . 
the report and the recommendations. The ~~eoutive order reads in parts 

•All of the lands mentioned. in said report are hereby withdrawn tro 
settlement and entry until patents shall have i"ssued for said selected 
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reservations, and until the recommendations of said Commission shall be 

executed, and, by the Proclamation of the President of the United States, 

the lands of .any part thereof shnll be restored to the public domain. 

(Signed) Eenj. Harrison." 

The Capitan Grande Reservo.tiort was created in accordance with thia 

order, and its boundarieo remained a s thus determined. A patent convey-
• 

ing 8 1 960 acers to the Indians in trust £or twenty five years was is-

sued on March 10 1 1894. 

Tho Indian Appropriation Act, approved March 1, 1907 1 (34 Stat. L., 

Page 1022) contains the following provisions: 

"That Section three of the act approved January twelfth, eighteen hun-. 

dred and ninety-one • e11ti tled, · 'An Act for the Relief of the Mission 

Indians in the State of California,' bet and the same is hereby, so a-

mended as to authorize . tho Secretary of the Interior to select, set 

apart, and cause to be patented to the Mission Indians such tracts of 

the public lands of the United States, in the State of California, as 

he shall find upon investigation to have been in the occupation and pos-

session of the several bands or villages of Mission Indians, and are now 

required and needed by them, and which·were not selected for them by the 

Commission as contemplated by Section two of said Act. 

Pursuant to thi~ Ret, a patent was issued was issued on ~uly 9 1 19131 

conveying 1,240 acres in trust to the Indians. 

Although no allotments have been m~de, the Indians are occupying in-

dividual parcels of ground, and in due time will .be entitled to individ-

ual ~atents. The policy of Congress and the Department of the Interior 

in dealing with the Capitan Gra..11de Indians has been the same as that 

hich was succesRfu i n dealing with the Omahas. 

There has been no i timation in Congress that the policy of relief for 
the ission Indiana of California ia to be changed. On the contrary, the 
Act or March 1, 1907, is a comparatively r ecent reassertion of this po-
licy. The application of the City of San Diego traverses this policy, 
and if granted would cause serious embarrassment. Any pe~mit given 
would necessarily have t o be revoked i n a short time. The City of San 
Diego might suffer injury by enterin upon an enterprise which cannot be 
completed, and the Indilns of Capitan Grande would be disturbed by the · 
fear that the United States, notwithsta11di11g its solemn pledge, intended 
to take away their homes and set them adrift as wanderers. 
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aa 1'1.1rTCH • MAN,\01" 

SAN Dl 00, CALl OR lA. 

• Scott Ferris, 
Chairman, Public Lands Committee, 

shi gton, D. C 

Dear Sir: 

Feb. 19, 1918 • 

.C. ARftiTT. au~UINfiNDIN1" 

c~onfirming my verbal agreeme11 1 the fol owing · 

is a copy of the report of the Water Committee of the 

Chamber o£ Commerce, officially endorsed by the Doard 

o.f Directors of the Chamber of Commerce: 

Your Committee appointed to consider the 
question o~ procuring an additional water oupp y 

or the City of San Diego, begs leave to report as 
o lo s: 

The c·ty is confronted with two conditions, 
Firs~. the necessity for a additional water supply 
to· Sll:ppl:t its present at1d future needs; Second, the 
inability of the City to increase its bonded indebt-
dness to any extent for that purpose or for any other 

purpose at this time. 

Havi11g these two condi tiona in mind, we make 
the fol owing suggestions: 

1st; That the City enter into a contract 
for a reasonable period ·with the folcan Vlate11 Company 
for the delivery of five million gallons per day at 
rate of 10 ¢ per thousand g~llons, commencing as 
soon as tho systam i completed for that purpose, to 
be not later than ~uly lst, 1920, etc. 

2nd: Tlat as soon as sufficient funds are 
avail 1la F~rrett Dam be completed to ~ sufficient 
height to to1·e five billion gallo11S of water. The 
construction of this dam v1i be merely the completio 
of the pre ent nater system and will prevent waste df 
:flood raters caused by instlfficien':y of, Delzura condtti 
to carry said f1 ood "IJnter·s of the LO\VeJ .. Ot y Reservo r 
dur ng the rain .. ' veason. T i Dam \tfill coat about 
"3Co,~oo.oo a nd t e city wi 1 be able to expend this 
mottnt w trlottt incrcasin{I it 1 s bonded indabted11ess as 

it year y payc off 3 0 ,000.00 of its prc,ent bonds. 



• 

. . 

s -2 

·3rd; As soon therea eras unda are avai 1 
or hat ~ rpose, th t dam e buil in the San Diego 

Ri er gor~e to conserve flood water of the San iego 
River This am wou d have an out et of auf icien 
he gh to urnish ater to the ower levels o the City. 
his D m cou d be built at an e pense not to e oeed 
750 000.00 an ~ ~oul sto e upwards o ten hill on 

gal ons o · ater. The bui ding o this Dam should be 
the f·ra step i1 the conservation and devAlopment ot 
the atere o~ the San Diego River and should be ollo -
ed up a er by s ch development higher up as may be 
deemed advisable. 

: While this development is goin on th 
pumping ac i ies :from the waters of the San D·iego 

iver sh.ould be kept in first class condition or emer-
genc cs and to fttrni sh additional emergency suppli·eB. 
As an additiona at~iliary, rovision should be made 

or the installation of pumping plant at Tia Juana 
River for due protection in event of damage o any or 
all of the Ci"cy's reservoirs, and :for additions, s ·upply. 
Prov·sions shou d be made at once or the securing o 
suitab e land fo~ that purpose and henever circum-
stances warr nt or dema11d :for installing pumping p ant 
and ipe l ·ne, etc 

e be ieve that the suggest ons herein co • 
tained hen ol -. owed out \Vil furnish the City of San 
D ego ith a ample supply of water for •ts f ture 
gro th or many years to come. 

· espectful y submitted, 

(Sign d) Juli s angenh im1 
Frederick • Btearna1 
Sam erry Smi th1 . 

ohn or .ard, Jr. 
• • tson 

A complete copy o this report is here -ith t 
. 

tache • You 11 notice that no mention as made of 

Ca. tan Da site. his committee ha the ad ic o 

r. • • S va.ge ho bui he S eetwa e am is no 

building the Ci y o S n D ego s Dam no 

Ota , nd i on o the most rept•escn ative eng·ineer 

0 he P ci ic Coast. t a onl an tert o g nd 



• 

afte r. Cosg ove ad te egraphed from Wash ng on, tba 

Ch mber o Comme c by te egraph endorsed t e buil 

n o El Cap tan Dam. 

Th above report a dated Septembe 8 h, 917, 

and enclosed herewi h is an e itor al o the snme dat -

ritten by the Editor of the San Diego Sun, he news 

- aper wi h tl1e lo.rgest circu at on in the ~c ty o San 

Diego, rging that the Cuyamaca water system e pur-

e a ed by he City. 

A controversy arose 1 to the present attitude 

o .£- ra E. :Bennet , anaging Edi to1" of the Washington 

Post, towards the present bill cf the Ci y of San Diego. 

r. Bennett appeared and pleaded for the n ians at he 

or·ginal hearing, also filed a brief on the subject. 

Enclosed find etter from r. Bennett under date o Feb. 

11th, 1918 which is explana ory, a d ~hows conclusive 

:y hat r. Bennett has not change his a titud , and 

I am sure is brief will be of interest. 

I have just arrived in San Diego, and un il 

llr. Cosgrove returns I cannot effect a compromise ith 

the City o~ San n·ego long the lines as recommended 

by 1·. Cosgrove in h s testimony ef·ore the Pu.bl c 

!Jl.nds Committeo, that lle ho.d no ob ection: o our bui .. 

. ng dame at our in akes; that he e comed it; that it 

meant eve ythi g o the county and that he City ·o a 

Diego ould e g d o see it done, ven to e extent 

o cur te. ing a.ll the wa er hat ntight orginate a. ov 

o r intakes; tha· there a p enty o e belo or· 



-
Capita D m. I the Ci y Council onl p sa a re 

o tion aking attitude that h C ty Attor 

o San Diego ha t ken, h~ her th~ City Council's 

aotio lega or not, or even i it s only a mor 1 

obiliga ion, e arc i ng o ithdra all oppos tion 

to be btl lding of' El C pi tan Dam. We urge the Committe 

o t ke no action on the pending bill or a reas nab 

engt of · ime, unt 1 we may have oppor. unity to adju t 

this matter amicably w· th the C ty of San Diego. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CUY CA AT co. I 

(s·gnedJ :By Ed F etcher, 

· anager.. 

• 



• (REPLY OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS.) 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMITTEE ON THE PUBLIC LANDS 

WASHINGTON,D. C. 

Yra. Lucy B. Long 

San Diego, California 
My dear ~dam: 

Ma.roh ao' 1918. 

I am in receipt of your telegram. The bill as it • 

stands does not violate the rights of any citizen or any community. 
The City Attorney \VS.S partioular to ask for legislation and to 
insist on legisl&tion that would not invade the rights of auybody. 
The Committee was particularly careful to perfect the bill so that 
it did not invade the rights of any citizen or any community. · 

If you have right a there they will certainly be taken care 
of under this bill and no one will be permitted to meddle with them 
under this legislation. We went into every phase of it and we have 
absolutely ;n:itten it into the law that the rights of none of these 
people, the rights of none of those communities will be invaded. 

Very respectfully youra 1 

(Signed) SCOTT FERRIS 

Hon. Scott Ferrie, 0ha1rman, 
Publio Lands Committee, 
Houso o! Representatives, 
\1aol"1inf.·ton, D. C. 

ll.y dea: ll:r. Ferris: 

Uay 23., 1918. 

Enoloaed find. copy of the La Ueac.. 
Scout, showing th!lt the City of La llesa., as 7:ell as th!lt section of the oountry is U'1an1mously behind ths Cuyruna.ca. Watar Co!tlpa.ny in its controversy ~ith the City of San Diego. I made thie 
&.esertion before the Public La.ndG Co!"!'.rni t tee of t Le Hous e and Senate, ru1u today the entire country ~ervftd ~ith ~ter from the Cuyama~ Water system is unanimously supporting the 
Ouyamaoa ~ater Company's contention. 

The offio1al recorda of the HouGe Publ1o Lsnde Co~ittee sholVG th ::.t the City Attorney of San Diego, T. B. Cosgrove, pledged the word of the City of San Diego that the oity ~e not oppooed to our building our diverting dans, but would neloome this development. This is not true. The City 
Coun c11 ha.s refused t i) t nke any n. ction t?lm ~soe VCl"', :Lnd 
inetead the ind1 vidual members of t he 01 ty Council have 
positively etatcd tha t if we oom~ence the construction of the da-m in junotion proceedings will be filed by the City. 
This means endless litigution, for, &lthough we have for 
t!~1rty-f1 ve years diverted our present e-gpply of ';1ater~ and for the last seven yeare have spent ~750,000 to protect our water filings on surplua ~ter, yet it is not a buoineos proposition for us to commence construction nnd take the 
Qhanoe of having the \fork half completed, r.i th Saoo~ooo or 
9300,000 involved ttnd then have endlesa litigation with the 
city. 

. As the City of San Diego has viola ted the pledge of its 
oity attorney, nnd as the entire ba.ck country ia dependent 
upon us for its sole water supply for future growth, ~ respect-fully aak that no action be taken in the matter of House Bill No. 10587, Senate Bill No. 3646. 

F-8 

Respectfully submitted, 

CUYAMACA WATER COl.iPAUY, 

1ianager. 



• 

Honorable Saott Ferris. 
Public Lands Committee, 
Rouse of Representatives, 
:lcshington. D. c. 
Yy dear ltr. Ferris: 

Uay 27, 1910 • 
. . 

·· I mailed JOU last week a oopy of 
the La. l.Iesa Saout, shoyrfng the resolution nnan1mousl7 
passed by the 01 ty Council o"f La. Uesa, endorsing the 
position of the Ctqa.maoa Water Compn7J7. . 

Eno1oaod hereWith find ollpping of the El Ca3on 
Valley nerrs, showing the resolution unanimous~ passed 
by the City Coano1l o:f El Cajon. The attached resolu-
tion ful.1y covers the situation, and I sincerely trust 
that you will. take the time to read it. !mle entire 
back ootm.try is 1lllanimoualy behind the Ctcyama.oa \,later 
Company in 1 ts attempt to consorvo the flood \"'B.ters of 
the San Diego River. 

Since returning home ue have made e.ll the surveys 
and definitely located the damsite; have brought suit 
to condemn the prive.te lands that will. be flooded out-
side of the Indian Reservation, and contracts 81'e now 
being drawn with the riparian owners, giVing their 
consent aa well to the construction o~ the dam. \fle 
have alreedy tentatively socured tho consent of over 
ten m1los of riparian n~ts fltom the largest property 
owners along the San Diego River. 

Tho 01 t7 Connon of San Diego have refnsed to 
stand blT tho City Attorney, 1lr. Cosgrove. who mada the 
statement that the City of San Diego would.not oppose. 
but gladly aoe the Cuyamaca Nater Company build ita 
diverting dn.m nt ita intakes on the San Diego River 
no matter if it took a11 the water at tho points of 
diversion. Until duoh ttme as the City Council of San 
Diego docs live up to tho obllgatlon as made by the City 
Attorney, certainly, in all fairness. House Bill Bo. 10587 
and Sennlie Bill llo. 3646 should hot be paaaod. flh.en the 
City o'f San Diego dooa llve up to the obligation as made 
by the City Attorney the Cuynmnoa. \'later Compflll7 Will. glad-
ly approve of the passage of enid bill end will make no 
further objection thereto. · · . . . 

Very truly yours, 

.. 
CUf.AliACA VIATER DOliPAllY, . . .. . . 
B Y -----""""""''""'--....-.. lllWXGE!t ' ; 

• 

• 

I 

Hon. Scott Ferris, Chairman, 
Public Lands ·committee, 
Houae of Representatives, 
Wuahington, D. C. 

Hy dear Ur. Ferrie: 

June 5~ 1918. 

Answering youra of the 29th, I 
• 

enclose you herewith article from the El Cajon Valley 
I 

News, which is explanatory, showing the dnited back 
-

count ry in opposition to the City. Knowing that there 

h t directly or indirectly~ 'teuld be n o oppoGi tion w a .soever, 

t o the . ~ty's building the El Capitan if only the city 

council of San Diego will take the attitude that tbe 

City Attorney did at Washington toward our building our 

div~rting dama, it seems to me that it is a great injustice 

for Congreos to t~ke nny action whatsoever on t t ie bill 

e thut we may go ahead with until ~e hnve aome assurano 
• 

our construction work. 
• ·Your anar1er l!IAY be 1 The oourta will protect you. 

Our answer to that 1a: ~e oan let a contract, put ~aoo,ooo 

or $300,000 iuto the uam, have it half' completed and then 

f 11t1~ation ties up t be completion c! five or a1x years o c 

Contractora on our baok ,,1 th suit for profi ta, the dum, -:vi th 

eta. 
It ie an absolute certainly that the City of San Diego, 

t Conserve t .. is wa. tor, and the present for many yenra, canno 
oituo.tion ia aucb that there 1e n club being held over our 

·head to stop our development of aame. 
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Enclosed find copy of telegram sent to 

Mr. Wheeler by the La Ueaa, Lemon Grove ~ nd 

Spring Valley Irrigation District, nhioh is 

e xp lan!:l tory. 

Yours very truly~ 

CUYAMACA WATER CO . ~PANY, 

F-S 

By--------------
Umger • 
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