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Dear Mr. Fletcher: 
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COMMii i££ ON THE JUDICIARY. 

April 20, 1922. 

I am sending t~ you, under separate cover, a copy of a 

bill (S •. ~403) I intruduced in th9 Senate, the purposes ot which are 

"To provide a uniform rule of naturalization and to emend and codif7 

the laws relating to the acquisition and loss ot citizenship; to 

equalize the citizenship status of men end women; to establish a 

method for the registration of aliens for their batter guidance and 

protection; and for other purposes." 

I am also sending you a statement exp~anatorr of the 

bill nnd in general terms outlining its scope and purposes. 

~e bill has the approval of Secretarr ot Labor Davia 

and of naturalization experts throughout the country and it is hoped 

and believed will have the approval of the American people. 

I shall be glad to receive from JOU any suggestions which 

JOU think will improve tbe bill and tbereb7 more effectivel7 carry out 

its main purposes. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Yours aiacerel71 
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. 
STATEMENT EXPLANATORY OF SENATE BILL 3403 t 

INTROIUCED BY SEI~ATOR SI!ORTR!DGE. 

Senator Sa.'7iUel H .. Shortridge r~s introduc::d a bill providing 

for the enrolln:ent of all aliens Clli1'1.lt\1l:li the payment by each alien 

of an annual fee of $24.00; codifying all naturalization la'.l'S; changir.g 

the name of the Naturalization :Bureau to the Bureau of Ci tizen~hip and 

reorganizing its activities and making provision for thu rr~n~y reali~~d 

to go into a citizenship instruction ~nd for the education of aliens 

in the .American form of govcrrm:ent and its ideals. 

The Shortridge bill has tho ap~roval of Secret3ry Dov.is of 
the 'Depnrtment of Labor . and Chief Naturo.lizaticn Exa.'llinor, Rn.ymond F. 
Crist. 

FroQ a strictly California ~nglo the bill is especially 
desirable as it will·Bive tho rr.ozt accur~t~ st~ti~tic~ obtain~bl~ 
on the total J~~ancs~ population sinca it will require every ~lien 
to register. It will provide means of determining \':ho ore legally 
in this colmtry and pravcnt illegal entry. 

Tho Federal Gov~rnc~nt h~n the right to provide for the 
re3istering of all nl.icn"' and to fix n.n cnrollmont charge or fee. 

Equ~l rights for women in citizenzhip matt~rs are TC90gni~cd 
for the first tim in this bill as it will do nwa.y \":ith tho existing 
lo.\'1 which giveo automatic citizenship to women whoso husband~ bocor::e 
naturalized and compels Amar;.can women to lose their ci ti::cnship by 
marria e -to an alien. · It will retain tho ci t.izenship of an J~rican
born woman who mo.rrics an alien. Likewise tho children of an Amcr.icn.n-
bt)rn· woman will be American citizeno even though born in a foreign 
country, providing they register at on ~rican consulate UpOn re~chin 
their 21st birthday. 
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COMM~ ON THE JUDICIARY. 

Naturalization experts havo endorsed the changes in the 
n ~tur~lization codo, and have e~timated tr~t California school funds 
,.1ill be enriched to the oxtent of $8,000,000 annually by tee 
C or~ticn of this bill if it is enacted. The ~chool ~ds cf other 
states ~ill gain tn pr~porticn to the number . of aliens registered. 
This money will eo directly into the control of the ~resent school 
aut:1ori ties who will be authcrized to ostabli~h sc'hools for aliens. 
Free text bookc, prop~red by ~~e naturalization ~uthoritios will 
be supplied and t~e coursos <w·rould consist of kneric?.n ~ istory, 
.Am~rican civics, and the co:r.:-;1on ~chcol brancl:es.. While tl:a cdU.-
ca tional classes .J.l' e nc t cor~u .cory u_:on tho a lien, ha .. .~ill find it 
diffiC".ll t to gain ~~~r .~ " n ~  tizcnship unles~ he does take advantage 
of them and h is an.'"lual tax of $24.00 will continue U..'"ltil he is 
Ik'1 tur"llizcd. 

~her~as applicants for citizen~hip nc~ are required to 
-t pc~ Enslish, t!'le bill increases the recr ..iror~ ents to ability to 
"t.peal:, r~ad and t·:rite th~ Englisl: langll!l[;e understandingly". The 
l;ill ct\lln for greut~r }:no-::lodga cf A:.1erican his tory and of the 
~~rican foro of Gover~~ont. 

In small co:-r4,i'.lnities a.""ld in rural districts the school 
tl'.l t.!ori tic~ _.:ould be appointed rc ~is trarc \"Jhile in largo cities 
t!:o officials cf tl:.o naturalization bureau as norr organized <w·:ould 
take c"h~rGC of tl:e cnrollm"'nt. 

Tr.o FOI"..al ty fer ref"uzal of a ne·;:ly arriving irr.migrant 
tc el".roll i~ dc~ort~tion unier the a:Aisting i ~dgration la\·1s; or 
a..~ :l.cL:..i tic.ncl. f9~ of $2 .. CO e. ~ . ont  for t)ac:: :nonth of delinquency 
r~y be i pos~d at t::o discr9tion of tr.~ ragis t::ar. Minor children 
utticr 18 years ·.-iould not be required to enroll but tho:;e bct·.·.,cen 
loS and 21 ,;ouJ.d be required to enroll a.n1. :Jay a fao of $10.00. 
r bil~ alien ·t::ive3 of.' a liens -::oulu l-'9 required to register • tboir 
r.u.:bands mz..·t perform t ": ... io function for tr.o:u and no fee ·.·tould be 
avo ct~d. unles3 t he ·.-rife is gainfully eu:r;.lcycd. 

The bill s ,ocifi~~ that inmigrants \7111 have to register 
r.ith tho ..~~rican consul abroad before starting on their journey 
to ti:g United State~. :-:hen tho;r arrive a.t tho port of entry 
tf .~ ir destination vtoul~ r · noted and tho reeistra.r in that city 
n~tifie~ of their coming oo on to ~a dqaand for registration. 

Republican party pledg~s to eive indap~ndont naturaliza-
tion r i ~ht~ to rt. r lrr~ed ,·;oroon and to require tho registration of 
all a1 iar5 as cxpr~osod in the platform adopted by the National 
Cor! .. Tention a.t Chic-" .~0. in Juna. 1920, will oe .redeorr.od in 1,ho 
e.r.:tcw ent cf thi:l bl.ll .. 
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April 20, 1922. 

Hon. Ed. Fletcher, 
San Diego, Calif. 

Dear Mr. Fletcher: 

• 

I em sending t~ you, under separate cover, n c~pr of a 

bill (s •. 3403) I intrvduced in th9 Senate, the purposes ot which are 

"To p~ovide a uniform rule of naturalization nnd to emend and codifJ · 

the lews relatin~ to the acquisition and loss of citizenship; to 

equalize the citizenship status of men nnd women; to establish a 

.m9thod fo~ the recistration of aliens for their better guidance and 

protection; and !or othe~ purposes." 

I em elso sendin~ you ~ statement explanatory of the 

bill nnd in general terms outlining its scope and purposes. 

The bill has the approval of Secretary of Labor Davis 

end of neturelization experts throughout the country nnd· it is hoped 

end believed will have the npp~ovel of the American people. 

I shall be glad to receive from you nny suggestions which 

you think uill improve tbe bill and thereby more effectively carry out 

its main purposes. 

I havo the honor to rem~in, 

Yours sincerelr, 

• 

• 

1"1 t·"" 1 !'"\ 0, 9 • ; J .u, . 

Hon. ('::1!l"'..tel t~. ::h'lrtridge 
U. s. Senete 
~  .shington, • c. 
•.7 de:.ir ~e c.tor ~~rtricee  

'The ""tU.ched lotte:: t.., ?hil S - ..~e 1- :or your 
i . f'J!':"ati:)n ~r G .... nyth:.!lt.. ~ . c·n d;> to !.c-1) 
the t.'li.nr; along · .. ill be il!J)recintcd. 

EF:GMF 
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ST WASHINGTON D C FEB 22 1929 

ED FLETCHER , 
1020 NINE ST SAND1EGO CALIF 

REFEBR I NG TO THE MATTER OF PUriL'HASE OF DHYDOCK O ~ LOCATE.D 

AT NEWCHLEANS I AM ADVISED BY TH~ CHIEF CF lNGINEERS 

UNITEDSTATES ARMY THAT THIS DRVDOCK BELONGS TO THt NAVY ~ U 

THAT HE HAS H FER ED YCUH REQUEST TO THE DUREAU F YAHCS 

~ D DOCKS FOR CO SI~E ~ "ICN STOP 

OF FUHTHER DATA ON THIS WATTER. 

~I  ADVISE YCU ON R ·cEIPT 

• 
.SAMUEL M SHORTR I DQE. 
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t ifY.'1 

·:· . • " " ~ .... . ... Hon. Sam~ el ;J . Short.a.-idgo, 
U. s. Senetor, 
Woshington1 D. c. 
My dear Sena·tor: 

March 
l 9 

th, 
2 9 

Tr..enks kinoly !or your lett6r of tb.e t·::cr.ty-sixth : nd 
the infol'Wl tion regcm:ing tLe l~c. V'J De~ a1• tmcnt . 

With kind peraonnl regnr~c, I nm • 

EFsAK 

". ~ , . c"rc1 ., .,,o ~n -~ ~ -.. ., ...... u, 



August 5th, 1929. 

Honorabte Samuel ~bortridge, 
United Sto. tes Senn tor, . 
:.ashing·ton, D. C. 

M7 deer Senator1 

A number of us nre good friends of Commander. c. K. 
~ inn. ~ ersonnlly I think be hae had n rotteD dcnl 
from Dr. Bunker, and I approve every word thnt G. A. 
nnvidson hs.s ~ni.tten in h13 latter to you o£ August 
5rd. 

I heve also read the. summar.r of the Dr. Bunker case 
l'lhich is now on £ilo in tho 0. s. Nav:y. You should 
rend i t 1 Senator. I un.der.atnnd my friend, Wil J 1 am 
B. Groso, is sending it to you end you ot~n count on 
everything Bill Gross sa.ya bo1ng absolutely true. 

It tickled me to see the shot nt Senator Johnson 
running home and you loft to 4!o tho work on the 
tariff. Mora po~ter to you. 

laura since~, 

I 
-

Bon. Samuel Shortridge, 
o. s. Seno.te, 
Washington, D. c. 
lf.Y dear Senator Shortridgea 

DECFWER 
28 

l 9 2 9 

Just- a word to let you lmow that Mrs . Fl.etcher and 
I are tlt1.nk1nB o you as the lew rear .rolls in. 

I realize your position is not a pleasant one and 
probab]J at this time there are more problems ot 
the nation for you to help solve than at any time 
since the World \7ar. 

With absolute £a1 th 1n your sinceritq and abill ty 
to solve these problems I drop you this line .or 
cheer ond urse thnt you carry on to the best or 
your ability tind render tho gr~ntest service to 
the greatest number. 

\1ishing you Uany Bo.ppy Returns or the Nett Year, 
I am 

I 
A 

X 

-

Sincerely your friend, 

'\ 
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