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Fletoher: Hello. 

Yr. Weitzel: I 

Fletaheri Yes. 

.HARRY' WEITZEL 

Weitzel: About ten days 

people 

in the river; rle authorized him to go ahead 

a conference with you folks Did he do that? · 

Fletcher: No, Senator Flint 

eitze1: I - nnderstood it aame that way. 

Fleta her: 

notif'ied him, and then just before 

district, an option on our system, 

Weitzel: Yes. 

Pletcher: As a brotherly Mason, 

Weitzel: Yes • 

:rletcher: and told him what was going on 

sign and he pooh-hood. the hole thing and we 

1ast minute. I rang him up at the very last 

no satisfaction from him, so we signed up 

morning 

e111J 

gave him·· 
r~~~'" 

minute, · and . . 

' 

representative get 

some kind of ~ - · we oould submit to ----
to do it. 

you Heilb~on would not agree to that at all 

- so we finally aoaeded to his demand that 

the whole oounoil ( if the .whole council were there we would never 
. . 

~ get anywhere), and my advioe was that Mayor ~con and Shelley 

Higgins, that the two attorneys get together and see if they ooul~ 

arrive at some sort of amicable settlement and then submit it to 
' ' 

the c1ty o~unoil, but Heilbron would no~ adhere to it at all and 

we .aooeded to his demands that the ~hole council be present, but 

the attorneys do the .tal~ing, but I know Heilbron would not have 

' him up and told him .a conference was off, that you were selling the ;/ 

system·to this district. I did not think he had acted faithfully 
l • • 

in this for his attitude has been just the reverse. 

Fletcher: · "Harry, Senator Flint came to San n;ego to have a confer-. . ' 

ence . ~ith Fred Heilbr~n and Fred Heilbron made the definite 

arrangement with Senator Flint ~o ask the council for an immediate 

onferanoe with. the city oounoil, the city attorney and our people-

our attorneys. · I religiously kept out of it on account of 
. ' 

,personalities. 
' 

Senator Flint w~ted a week or ten days and asked . 
~~~J-i~rit~:1.:~~' me . t 0 find ont .~ from Fred Heil~r.on why he had n'ot he~d ~rom him. 

~r~. · H~il~ron . bad a~eed to ' notify him, this was on Friday II tbat . Flint 
.;--.wc~~:;-r-.,.. • , 

~·'-"·~<~.~lti-'ffi: 

noti~y him and Flint 



reported to me that the o ouna :L:l would 

and that the council had referred the whole matter to 

attorney and told us to ,go and see the city attorney. 

meantime, however, Heilbrozi ~ame to my office.· and ask~d- me to 

prepare a statement Showing what the oost ·would be - ·a fair' val~e . 
:for El capitan, Mission Gorge, lint-ray Dam and the · di~trtbution' l_._ .. u.ocr .r~-:~~'1?.~:&:· 

to the city. On my ow.n. desk here he figured out and in his 

, 

No~ wait a minute - I w~ted ~til 

D..·":.''.~"'~~·:h;< _::-,;:::a ,· raot wae all ready for my signature, 
, 

to take up to Stern for. 
:"'"lU.':_;.:~ • ' 

his · sign'ature. 0~ Sat'urday night, no, 
t}.liO~iiM ' 

. 
on Suna 'ay night I rang him . 

' ' up., ~una ay night a week ago, and told him I was on my way to 

give me no encouragement! He simply 

~~5.~.i.~~·4"-. "I may be able t9 get the. oountii to meet y'ou this coming 
~·f~:J;:~~~~~fi~:~~f~i 

' . 
figures it aame to 

El Capitan, Murray 

I offered it to him for $7so;"""~d~ ... ,..=. [t!~;i~tft?~j~)~!~~tu m··~{E~~~~~li~~~:was going thr~ a~~ f3Verything was ready for signature. All he 
s.a_i,d -was'· "I oannot promise you anything more tonight, but may 

. " . 
own that would be wanted, and the entire pipe line to the oity, 

! 

taking $50,000. down and $100,000 a year until paid .with 5~ 

interest, the condition being t~t ~e were to be allowed to build 
• 1 • 

Fletcher dam to hold 6 billion gallons and South Fork to llold . 
' 

1 billion gallons, and he said,"! will never agree to allow' South 

Pork to Qe built.~ 

we sign a contract never to build Fletcher dam to hold over 6 
. 

billion gallons and we wi11 abandqn the th1Dg entirely 
Fletcher dam, and you a an build El Capitan dam. You· ~an haye al~"""~-" .. :~··-·, .... --_,_ 

the water rights below, and we ·reeerve the right 

as may be there from El Monte pumping plants. 

I gave him that entire proposition and waited t weeks f . 
him to do something, and notified hlm ~ week ago last Monday. . . . 

• 
that negotiations were on ith the district and 

dona he better arrange 

. . . 
ab~e to make arra~gemente for a meeting next wee~ and hnn~up. 

. Weitzel: : He did not shoot straight with you. 
.,...,.,~":;.~ 

. ~ 

we:itz,l: . "r never met Fli.nt at 
' . 

,,.00.,,... ..... -.·· ·Fletcher: He came .down here ~peoial trip and Heilbron showed 

•:.${!;'*~~ ........ · the 

;.. Heilbron 

how he attacked me yesterday. He ·haa made them 

you~n that day he said he oould not do 

~ything, I asked him myself if he Md fixed a date for a ·. '. 



... 

that but we preferred to leave it to the attorn&JB to 

Fletcher: 
~esterday 

general 

I ' .. • ~ 41 

from El. Capitan down, ~d I was talking to Higgins and said I 

this . afternoon paper. 

r· tried to see if we oould not effeot a compromise and buy 
I 

. 
traSh it out. 

eitzel: e ere going t!J 

didn't think he was doing right • . 

·ith him. 
~~-~;firtt1l:t'il\ ~v1-,~i1';1r~~~:fM.~~~·~,. -...: ··-· --- ..... end you wiil get tw~ae in a .. condemnation proceeding what 

' . 

Fletcher: I aited until . the last minute, 

Weitzel: He never acted right, and you know ~t • . 

l!'letoher: Have you seen this aftemoon's paper? 

~ternoon Tribune. I brought it all out today 

said that 1n the last au weeks we -had mad~ an unofficial offer ~ 

to the city counail ·thru Fred Heilbron -I came right out~ with i~. 
. ..... ........... =, 

Weitzel.. If everyone would do the right thing it would be all ri~ht • 
You ~ught to sell to 1tB La Mesa Irrigation District --
You may think that Fred ·was doing right by you, but you get hold 

o:f Sonka and see what he told Sonka •. 

Fletcher: \iho? 

'i7eitzel: Sonka 

Fletcher: 

said hy shonld 

they buy ith the ~itigation on it 1.s the!J: own looko~~' 

ana another one their ·duty .to knowk it •<Fo,l".>"'" 

~.a~·~,~ 

. . 
. jqu ~ill . get the other way. · I really believe -- I did.n 't know · 

~M~~~·:~~~i~ what ~ your- offer was, $750,000, but I believe it· will · amount to 
' 

That was only a compromise to get the 

get together. 
' 

·- ~ don't kriow what . 1D the wortd is the ~tter with them. 

is going to kill the bond issue • . 
. 

. busi'ness to settle this thing. You· have ........ ~...._-
got something there you are willing to· sell - we want it ~ and 

then ring 
I 

unanimous 

would 



. 
dear Ure: eitzel: • . 

8 per JOur request, the follOCIIS Drt,rmaTilLOD . rAFq be of 1nteran, the comparativ.e martta o:t lo. 8 &ll4 lfo 2 i::.i~>lr~ aston Gorge aitea and I ·w1ah alao to oa11 JOur attention to the at'taohe4 statement of oapaoities of Jltasl~n Gor,~ Jfo •. 2 aJI4 o. s. prepared ~J our engineer, Yr Sbrop~hU:•.· · . -.,3,"1:1']~.: ... -H'. 

Please take note that a clam hol41118 44r.~o aore :feet at uo. 2 floods 2420 aorea, whUe t~e a•e aaollllt o~ storage in uo. 3 floods onlJ 1424 aorea • . 40 peract leea e'Yaporatlon area. 

purposes 

~ 

. ·. : 1Jnquest1onab17 a s1ZJSle aroh .t7pe of dam at llission . G~r , o• 8 oan be built to_ the . 360 .ft. contour :tor the same prioe · . · tha a ··srav1t7 aroh t7pe of dam oan be buUt at Do. 2 to 1iho same . · · . aonto111' ,- 360 :rt •bt.le W.saion Gorge dam lfo. 3 built to the 350 ~ -· n. oontour w1U hold 96 .ooo aore :teet h1le ltisa!on Gorge uo. 2 · buUt to the 350 ft _ oontour w111 hold onl7 56,542 sore :l'eet. 
' · ~· Kisalon Gorge ~o. 3 has 12 square miles of aterehed m~e than Bo 2. · . 

. . 



b 

3 .if it 

• 

iesion 

• .. 

oea district 



. 
million go1lons .· 

~avor of •to 3. 

The lan o to the abovo he 

same 
29, 50 or £e of tho av,ooo 

ul.4 s vo th to of S8Jttii1A and nearly a,ooo aorea oiP . 

Uay land ~hich uld b 

rc built, for it 1 bet 

ost o the oxpensiv lands 
ould vo to _ i• 

:.&: o rJrJ o rt in An le 

live us osao aion, 
o 11 tho 1 nds tl"At nla 

on~ 

. 
,ooo or feat, or l6 bll.lion gallons iii 

s n oono o 1 o a to build. 

ous nporat on los a. 

. single· aroh type of dam at tlieoion 

Gorp lfo. 8 for tho reaaon th t the ·u. s. Government has built 80 . . 
· . ~I'll ot th Dh · Tho hishest dam 1n the world 1s the Shoshone d~ in 

., 
W,om1ns, . btt~t bJ thou. s. B~olamat1on . ervioe, 305 ~t. in height 

· ~t. a.· oost o-r 516.• '100. Lake spaldlug dam, ~Ut b~ the. P o1fio Gas . . 
· .. 6 Eleotr.1o OompGJ'l7 in California is 2'15 j!t. high, and bull t at 

dam 11 onl~ be 
.ooo ,ooo. A mul.tiplo aroh 

dam. t~e Eastwood ~jpe { oould be built for approximatelJ ·. '150 .ooo 
but I believe ev~~ono ou14 be ~otter a 't!efie if aingl aroh 

rebuilt 

1as1oil Gorse llo . 3 1s th ohoioe ot fivo ot our most 

lla • • O'sha th-

' u. s • 

• 
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Octobor 2 , 1924. 

, 

-llr. . IIarry r/ o it~ o:t4-7 
1970 i?ront St. , 
dan DiOGO , Calif. 

izy dear Mr-.: Wei teel: 
Enolooed find olip:pine th~t i o o..:.vlunc.tory, ::.!!!! 

illtnnin~ting, but I crumot believe "lir . Higgins has told. 
the trnth. 

I s it not so that Coegro1·c t!nd hir- co .. !",?:l:t;J are 
P-id ~5 ,000 a year retainers fees u~~ in addition to tll3t 
is not 1lr . Cocgrovo boing paid,. or his com:?r.tny, ~n adC.i-
tional reo for tho \70rlr: tr~t he is doL~- nrennrin .. . - . ..... - -papers and \:h-en ho is in court? ·· 

I ,·:ou.ld liloo to ;:now the e.ctttnl :facts. I 
cannot believe that Cosgrove's company ·.·:onld t3ka a ::co 
of ~5,000 a yo~· £or nll ocrviccB nt any tica, and I 
uonld 11 ko to l\Jlow jn.ot Tihnt tho o.rrangooont is. 

If it io ombn.rrasine to you I nlll im1 c the ,. rooords searched. 
• 

EF:XLLI 
\ 

.. 

-



Vntcuuo aauea.a 
Pam A. Hal..aaOM 
.JottM A. Ha.D 
DoN M.aTKW~ 
""...., K. wana. 

Colonel Ed Fletcher.; 
920 8th s.treet, 
San Diego, 

Cali£ • . 

'Yy dear Yr. 

In reply to .yours o£ the ae oond 
i~tant relative to the employment o£ the -
f~rm of Hunsaker. Britt ana Cosgrove, as 
attorneys for tbe City in the water liti-
ga.~ion on· the San Diego River, will advise 
you that I have investigated the letter · 
and find that tbe $5,000 fee to this' firm 
cov~ra all their services for the year. 
No additional compensation is paid for time 
\ bile in court. . -

Trusting this will 
desired information, I am, 

Counoilme.n 

the oi ty hall and someone said -there· that you were 

quite a belligerent 

• • :1 1 F. ·- .I don~t think .you wil1 object to what I have \Va.i t a 
. . . ..,· .... . 

.. 
· minute; let me read the statement to you • • 

' Statement 

11The answer o:f the CU.ya.mca water company filed in 

Orarige County yesterday is a cross complaint to the condemnation 

suit brought in April by the oi -cy, · askiDg that the courts place 
. a value on our property at El Capitan. 

......_ . ..,..,•w ·. It . in rio way interferes with the final. consummation of . . 
sale of the CUyamaca systEJri to the irrigation · district, and 

the city 1 s su.it, above mentioned, will automatically be thrown 
. . out of court vmen the transfer is finallY mde by us to the dis-

trict and confirmed by state authorities. 
The overwhelming sentiment in favor of the · construction 
. ' . El capitan, as e-v-idenced by yesterday's vote, means much for -

• 
::: ... : .. ~~~ii''\'w~~:-I~~l . suo cess or faiJ.ur e in the development of the San Diego River at 

her baok 
. 

oountry 1n a division of the waters of the San Diego River • . . 
The La Yes~ district is a little Be1gium :fighting in 

1ts moral and legal right~, and the Cuyamaoa 



- - ~ -.... 

With its resources, will fight with the district to the limit no 

matter how many years it takes to see that the La. Mesa ·District 

c-ets a square deal. On the other hand, if the city shows a dis-

position to do the fair thing by the back country, to protect 

its only source of water supply, I vtill do everything I can to 

eliminate litigation so that development of water by the city oan 

cot'.mence at en early date." 

.1. - 2here 's nothing urong about that Ed. Let me tell you just what 

I am :figuring on, then you ca.n tell me what you think of it. ~·re went · · 

water development. ~'he City council have an opportunity to .pull off one 

of the biggest things they have ever pulled off - the.t is settle the 
.. 

ryeter question satisfactory to all parties and make peace with the back 

country. This election held yesterday r.a s not, and will not eliminate 

litigation, end tha.t can all be eliminated by La 1J:esa., Lemon Grove and 

Spring Valley coming into the City of San Diego and paying for their 

proportionate cost of \later development. 

F. - '£ney \1111 never do that. 

:1 . - What t·te want is to raY you a reasonable price for your system 

and get the irrigv.tion district to turn it over to us and we will take 

care of tha La llesa people by bringing them into the city. That would 

eliminate all these objections. The only person that can bring about a 

friendly feeling bet\ .. teen the back country out there and the City of San 

Diego is yourself. You have been dealing with them. If you lVere to go 

to them and try and persuade them to refrain from issuing bonds out 'there 

end they come in to the City they would all be taken ·care of then and 

develop the 1a.tera of the river for the mutual. benefit o:f all concerned. 

I have been talking with the councilmen this morning, and they 



- 3 -

practically all ag.ree with me except Stewart, and that 

a committee of three or something like that to take ibis matter up with 

you. Je are the factors at the present time and invite you to ~eet with 

this committee together with ~y other suCh representative as you wish 

and talk over this matter end settle the bond question also the price 

to be paid for these properties of the Cuya.maca Company, and then 

the best you could to have these people drop this matter and vote to 

come into the City of san Diego, and the City, . of course, ill go ahead . 

This would eliminate all. this litigation and the price you would get for 

the uyemeca System will absolutely satisfy you. 

F. - I can mke no committment, Weitzel. I would have to consult with 

!~. Halley, President of the District and with the La Uesa and El Cajon 

cha!Dbers of commerce people. I will take the matter up with them and 

see whether they favor the proposition or not. 

''I . . - You wouldn't object to a meeting with a committee of that kind if 

they really mean business wou.ld you? I vroul~ rather not have anything 

to do l'li th it, .but we vrould appoint some people who are fair mimed and 

try to bring about an equitable aettleiient that will satisfy you and 

the ~eople in the back countr,y £or the mutual benefit of all concerned, 

and this darn litigation and ill feeling would all be ended. I will 

see that Heilbron is not on that committee for he is a.J.wa.ys contrary 

and making trouble for all of us. 

? • - Have you talked this matter over with any councilmen? 

\7. - I lla.ve talked. it over with Bruschi, and I sounded Held out on it, 

and I think he will be all right, also Heilbron. I am not so snre 

Stewart, as he is on the fight. I talked it over also with the 

this morning, and he thinks it is a good plan. Uoody thinks it is the 

thing to do end so does Higgins • 



- 4 -

ompensatio~ for your property there and no one can dispute that, and I 

am ure that if we can agree on some stipulated price, and you will ' 

promise to use your influence with the irrigation district to bring 

them around to this compromise, that it is money in your pocket and 

better far all concerned. 

F. - Have you taJ.ke d to I!nc!iullen? 

tl. - Uo, but I am going to. I am going to take it up with Claus 

Spreckels too. See . your people and !\·till see mine, and in a day or 

two r1e must get together end end a.ll of this foolishness and start 

to develop weter on the San Diego River. 

F . - All right. I will sound my people out and we will talk it over 

in two or three days. 

Wei t ·zel rang o:ff. 

• 

~he above record of the conversation between Councilman 

rleitzel and Colonel :?letcher was heard by me over a third telephone 

connection in our office and taken do\~n in shorthe·nd. 

! 

, ---- _, , 
/ 

~/ ~ 
• 
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