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Major General L. R. Groves 
P.O. Box 2610 
Washington, D. 

Attention: 

Dear Major 

Enclosed I am 
to Captain Lavender o 

ce 

cedure which I propose i 
regulations wlrlch your o f e 
patible vd th actual requir . ts 
fit in with your general regul 
be made in order to fit the re 

No ............ of .... -..:'- .•.. copies, Series .. 4 . ---· 

In view of the last paragraph of m of February 27 
Captain Lavender's organization did not fee and over to me 
the text of such patent applications as the ared for fear 
t.hat I might make a copy for myself. As r. s ul t a situation has . 
arisen in which I am asked to study volumi ous documents prepared Q1 
Captain Lavender's organization which are shown to me but are not 
handed over to me . This procedure is quite anomalous and reakes it 
exceedingly difficult for me to ascertain that the patent applicatior~ 
are properly drawn-up &ld that I am actually their joint or sole in
ventor. 

Your general regulations as interpreted by Captain Lavender 
are in the circumstances hind.ering the speedy filing of patent appli
cations which have been prepared by Captain Lavender and of which I 
might be the inventor. 

LS:sw 

enc. (1) 

cc: Dr. R. C. Tolman 

This document contains infonnation afl',.ctin\l the nattonal 
def•mse of the Un;ted States within t l!,..of the 
Espionage Act. U. S. C. 50; 3 " . lts transmtsston 
or the revelation of tts • ntents in any manner to an 
unauthorized person is prohibited by law. 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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_fflettttiurgical JC.abor atorp 
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Major General L. R. Groves 
P.O. Box 2610 
ashington, D. C. 

No . ~ of 3 - ---:·------------
- ··---.copres, Series 

A report, A-55, Which is practically identical with the 
original manuscript or my paper is enclosed for your convenience in 
order to enable you to answer the question raised in t his letter. 

LS :aw 

enc. (l) 

·!Jirl!ld'6+WiffP.cting the national 
defense of th•~ United - wttbm the meaninl! of cbe 
Espionage Act. U. ~/'~ 50; 3l und .>2. Irs tr;,rstrn:<ston 
or the revelaum{ of tts conrenr< in Any manner to an 
unauthorized person 1' prohtbtced by law. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ . 
Leo Szilard 

--.......... __ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
" AR DEPARTMENT 
P.o. Box 2610 

.iASHINGTON, D. C. 

Chancellor Robert M. Hutchins 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Chancellor Hutchins: 

Septe•nber 15, 1945 

I have just learned that you are planning to have a meeting from 
September 19 to September 22 of physical and social scientists, public 
officials and other cit5.zens to discuss the problems raised by certain 
recent applications of new scientific developments in military use. 
I understand that a number of scientists who have been connected with 
the Manhattan District have been invited E· nd that so"'le of t hem are 
p1afming to attend. 

Frankly I am worried about the grave securHy hazards. Such 
h~zards are inherent in any discussion which inevitably will constantly 
border on·classified information particularly where the degrees of 
authorized knowledge possessed by the i ndividual participants are so 
varied. Experience has taught us that it is impossible to control such 
an affair. No matter how well planned the conference, discussions can 
not be limited to the necessary degree. The sttuation is made even worse 
by the well known fact that the War Department still has a secret contract 
with the University of Chicago. 

The President of the United States has directed all government 
ex:ecuti ve agencies that all vi t e.l information pertaining to the Manhs ttan 
Project remain secret. These vital phases include everything pertaining 
to the supply of raw materials, the present state of research, the design 
and construction of the bomb and everythtng pertaining thereto, stockpiles 
of end material, and the production capacities and methods. The limits 
of discussion are the Smyth Report and other authorized public releases. 

Not only is information harmful but nisinformation and speculation, 
no ~tter how wild, in such a group in a conference sponsored by one of 
the several universities which played important roles in the successful 
development of the atomic bomb is certAin to be most damaging to security 
and to the best interests of the United States . 
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For your information I a.m enclosing a copy of an announcement to 
the press which the Pres'dent of the United States has just directed. 
I wotud sug est th~ t you call its contents to the attention of the 
person~ at "ending the conference. 

I f t here are any details which may bother you regardi.ng the 
security problems involved in your scheduled conference, Lt. Col. A. v. 
Peterson who is now in Cl1icago e.t the f,f:eta lurgical Laboratory would be 
happy to discuss them with you. 

Ct ncerely yours, 

(signed) L. R. Groves 
!Aa jor General , USA 

1 Incl. 
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