
lir . Ira o. Rob:..nson. 
Spring Valley, Calif. 

lly dear llr. Hobinson: 

{ 

August 1. 1925. 

Enclosed find tentative basic agreement 
whiah, in rey opinion. is tho best we can get out of 
the city. of cour!le, assuming that the contract will 
be dl:awn fairl;y. :protectinG all parties in interest 
as to details. · 

Even if the district directors do not approve 
it, it roy be t ho wisost co -:.rrse to pursue to submit 
it t o a vote of the elector s of the district for their 
epproval or rejection - i f the city is ready to go ahead 
on this plan. 

Thinl .. it ovar. 

Yours Vr:!r'!J truly, 

Ool. Ed. Pletoher, 

san Diego, Oalif. 

Dear Sir: 

, 

La Mesa, Calif., Jan. l?,th. 19A8, 

Yours of Jan. 11th. 1928 a't hand. I will be frank as to 
my opinion. I do think it would be better for the District 
if you did not take a ~u~lio part, but aoted ae a secret 
go-between or adjuster for both aides. 
·I feel the time has come when '"He mu.at BODJPTOmiae or lose 

· what we have gained, as the people are becoming dissatisfied 
W1 th high taxes a.'1.d attorney 1 s fee a. 

..... 
If' the 01 ty refUses to buy Mission Gorge No. 3, w11at obl1ga-
tiona .d1d the District eaaume in order to protect your 
interest? As it was before I assumed o~fice. 

I agree with you in regard to Mur~ay Dam, but some of the 
other n1reotors think we shoUld not give it up. But san 
Diego should have it by all means. 

When the deal is finally closed, not all will be satia~ied 
with the ter.ms. What I notice is, that King is not aa 
liberal with the Oity aa Harritt. I believe 1n the end 
that the City will have to tell us what they will give and 
if it is reasonable we wi~l heve to accept it. · 

As to the details of division of water and development of 
the river, no two seem to agree. 

I have not taken it up with the balance of the Direotors 
as to your part in the dea1, but will do so as soon as 
possibl.e. 

Yours truly, 

• 
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January l3, 1.928 

Board o£ Dlr ctora, 
Ls e8a , Lemon Grove & Spring Valley 

· Irrigation District, 
La ll~ sa  California. 

• 

Attantion Yr. Ira Robino,on, President, 

My dear ~. Robinson: 

Enclosed find oopy of outline of propoaitlon 
that I submitted o.a · a method of discusaion in settling 
the wo. t er ques tion on the r 1 VAr. as asked f or by 
llr. O'Keaxe . At Yr. O'Keefe's and llayor Olark'a 
l~ itatio  I np oeared at the oonferenoe held yeaterduy, 
£or three hour3. in the city attorney's offiae. 
Secrecy was absolutely pledged, and I see by the 
morning pnpero th a t they hnve k ept the fal th • . 

Snming up the meeting, my understanding 
is as :fol.lows: · 

That lfayor Clark and Oounoil.man llaire will immedio. tely · 
submit a written propooition to Ueasra. Xing and Harritt, 
for your consideration. 

• 

The tentative plan mutually agreed on I hope, 
will oeet your approval when submitted bl' them. 

I do not see how 1 can be of aDl' further a ssiatanae 
in t hi s matter and prefer not to be brought into 1 t further 
u ~ec . s the d latriot or the oi ty asks ~or my oooperntlon. 
Batural.ly, I vrould l.ike to see a draft of nny oontro.ot the 
district oight sign before 1t in nigned, if 11. ouito your 
oonTen1ence. 

' /iahing you ev ry suooeoa 1n th1a compromise, 
whloh I believe is sincere on tm po.rt of the ol ty, and 
assuring yt:Ja. of m'3' heartie ot cooperation v1here I can be 
of DP rvioe, I am 

Youra very truly, 

ED ~ li  

• 

ldiWOa.\llDA 0 _. ir~. l f ... nmo ~  '101, , ~ 0 BE IDOO!t PU\ i :. r :·:.1> Ill 
1'lm P ii ~ "" JrJT'lJ,E1iz.Il1' ~~~~ tl ruE CITY O.f JA!l Dif GO 
AllD ~  LA r~  LB.UO'" GH0./1. & J.Plt!IiG V . ~ IZLRIG ·£lOll 
DISTHI 01 ~ ~ .i. ~  HAVE 13!£11 JU . ~ l BY '1 P. liOUORAilLE 
ltAYOlt H.ARRY 0 • CLis..rn= .AliD HOiluH :.BLE LOU!;l O. litiiRE. 

G 0 0 0 

Parooro.ph l. la o.ooeptnble. 

Io nooeptnble. 

Ia uoce}>tnble. 

Purwxraph 2. 

PnrnP'rnph 3. 

Parnr-ruEh 4. - Th let~ st1on tha t r~ ho.va on pararrapll :fbur (4J 

is that t he Dis tl•l c t hua oer t n1n obllg!. t !ons to 

m et in the payment oi t~reut ond e tlr f. ~ t of b nnde nlrondy-

lsnu 9'1. TheoP bon do a 1 .. e not subject to cull und even l l c~ed 

up on the mnrke t would oomnond o. price con3idarably 1n e::r.oess of 

the amount renli2ad by the Diatriot fran their salo. l'her efore, 

tm pe.ymento by th a 01 ty ohould be oo arra::1 ed thn t the on1d 

p(\V'I!)ents would meat the int eres t rutd olnklns fund so t hat the 

D1Dtriot oun pay o ff their bonds a s thay fu ll due. Oi' oo ~se. . 
the cmottnt qu otetl of ~  250,000.00 1:: npprox1mo.te only c.nd 1s 

subject to un notual ondlt o:f th9 boolro of the Dio t rl .; t• 

~ e m tter of the City p3y1ng off the en tire amount 

of the coat prloe of the oyatem oeama to u2 to be di if lcult of 

aocompllahmen t wi thotrt onbjeoting the Dis tl•1 ct to ser lous loss 

which. of oourae, mnet no o.voldetl in uomA ruxy. It up penru to 

uo on the fooe of 1 t that ouch an srl"arlf! m ~ wo·tld b < 1! f1cult 

to aooomplioh in u mannor i'nir to both rt ~ .. . 

~ rMro  6. ~e f irot port of paragraph f ive {5) l s nooepto.ble. 

The seoond ~ rt - In our oon\"' ron t1on a f w days 

o.go 1 ~ wno our ur d r u tundinB thn t nf t r the xpi rn tlon o! th$ 

ao.1d three (3) yoa:r o nnd af t r th 01 ty h n.cl avelo d ddl tlonal 
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\ 

latm· on the 1•1ver that the rate for th : add! tional water 
• 

d -:"'llv .red to the City in exoaaa of aix million (6,000,000) 

c:-nJ.lona u day would bo the wu ter u.pon which the ra tea were to 

ba dtltel't Inod by the Hnill•ofl(l o ls ~lo  or n lloard of Enr!lneers. 

But cinco the . io ~rict le alro3dy diverting this amount of 

wa!el nt a lot; .ruta, the· Dtotl•iat ohould 1•ocA!ve up to tho olx 
• 

oillion (6,000,000) gnllonc p er dey at tha rt1te of four. (4¢) 

con ts l ': · • thou.oa.nd (l,OtJO l t,;allono Md the price for addi tlonal 

we ter a a ::-. atD!•cined by the naid Doard oi' Engineer a or Rullt•oad 

o ~ . o . It \Juu itn•ther 01ia"Ged at the oonferenoe thut 

the me-:J1otl o f arriving at the co s t of auoh addltionnl wntor 

would tu!:.e in to conaid9rst1on the coot at whioh tho District 

could c. evelO]l onid water and uls'o the i!aot that the watar would 

be used i.'or irri ati~  ·1urpoaes ar .. d not altoB'ethel' for domeatlo 
ur os~s . 

·;;e feel that t his paragraph requires a 11 ttle 

olari .f1oo.t1on, also aH to tho ~a c raufi  amount oi water. Ao . 
you ~ow  the ro.1n1mum amow1t of wnter required by the Dlatrlot 

. ' 

under a mlXlmum d llo ~ t la eloven mllilon. (ll,OOO,OOO) gall.ons 

e. da.y. ~ia had bean worked out and oheoked br State Of!1o1w.a 

and do~u not inoJ.nde Uls del1vtJr1eo, outelde of the D1otr1ot areo. 

but co tru l t~o the 18,000 aoreu nar1 in the Dis trlot only. 1'h1a 

amount of water to lando novr being o rvad outalcl£' o:r tho Diotrlot 

will probabl;r o.f;Breeate ultlmntely a o~t th1•oo-quartero (3/4) 

of u. million gallono d.c~ily. 

~ara ra ~ G..... In l1eu of pt.trnl}rl ,ph ulx (6 }, we suggetlt the 

followJ.ng : That th,e 01 ty .will agree to oe:rry 

the w:1 tP.r from tbe ::;u therlan reoervoir, t!OW be .f:ng cone truo1ied, 

through the ntune into llurray lJwn aa n oood1tion precPdent to 

the tnrning ovl3r ~ Uurroy Dem to the Ci.ty. 

rro 11 S." • .u. ... .. o4 • 

that we feel ael~tai  that ouch o. l~ooedure N. ll be to the i£Ver-

lnatlns bonofi t o:· the City of :lan D er o :fo1• the following reason a: 

A pipo line conneotinq.- ~ut rl d reo rvo 1r t71 th the flUme 1a 

only 14?: milan in 

If the City 1l:..k9U 

letJgth, u.lttoa t , anti rely of l r;t;; p.reasure pipe • 

o ~tr the ayet~ thaJ num.a r-1uut be rebuilt and 

ma1n .. lia1neu 1n nny ov::ttt u.rtd by uti li::;in£' .. c~ ia O•lnstruation· the 

we. ter aun ll e tlell ~ red f rom ~ut erl . d i.uto lJ!:.rray uhioh is at 
suoh nn elovn tion that 1 t l=iill se ~e all por ta o;;: t he 01 ty by 

ll tllnrllfo"•P. , mr toriully reduce the :purJpi e:r o.vl ty and vd. , ":41 • charges 

Whloh the Oi ty wil.l l. ~  liO pey b y ur lu€·irtt; in ~ e \·rater f rDm 

sutherland tlu·ouBh o..rty other routFJ ood thnt ..he cos t of the 

tran3portntion of the 

over a . ~ oth er route • 

Su therlo.nd wnter \Vlll be taB teriully reduced 

In oorUteat1on w1 th thls wa \7lsb 1iO call 

your attfl.ntion to tilo fe.ot thv.t by this m.Rans water :rrom i')ntherlnnd 

0811 be ast .~d t}'\_\•ough Uu rrcy o~r o ~ t1Jl d trsns:rerrgd 

by grav1 t~  to Lower tu~ throur;h axtstlllJ! faallitlEHl e 

fr em J.mrray' 

ParuR:rnph 7. Io aoc ptable. 
• 

.p llo un. Provided :fnr ther, P 1 0 Oh !'lne-, n . l nst norti(ln Qf1, .tO · ~ .. ~. a1•agrp:o 1 , !. ..-'""·· ..t« 

that should a ~ portlon of ._d District become 

annex aU. to. the 01 ty of San D1tl60 thflt tno naT-!r&um runount; of ratel' 

agroed to ba, furnished shall be r dno d tn 

nreo 00 ~ ed benra to thn total o.r~  of 

dlr ot ratio that ~  

th . .Uietrl·ot. 



Pa('ll 4. 

•Ia onggeat adding to the and of th f i rst }lur raph 
• • 

of Seotion 9, the follo\ving: 'J.:he Oity, however, 

~ 111 usa <in£' dlllgeno 1n the lnatallntlon oi atldl tlonal pumping 
• 

plant9, l:f neoe!!ancy, dtu~l  .. : period o:r a~ oe oi VA drought tn d 

th" t th? ourt,.:.ilmAut of t ~ ~ tar to -'-he .lJistriot Wlll not be 

madea ut le o u a lr.lllsr cnrtnllment be l l d~ to the 01 ty of ~a  D!"go. 

Th9 '-t eoond from .. he lUGt parag1•o.ph pertaining to 

the ··lsmiosnl u · ~ e hl Capitnn eult. You e t~e o  uill 

u d rot~d th 1t Jli o HUi t ;·1aH fo1•ood upon the JJiotriot and v1e 
• 

underotand th.n t ~ e !l rocn .. 1nro iu. "lh n auoh n ualt is d1am13aed 

~ 1ch ... nit 19 r aponnlbl for th coats of 

the oul t and we i'Qt\1 th1s should be the onoe in oonneot ion ..,1 th 

tho El Onp1 "t!lll uu!t , th1H bout- u. legul oln1t1. 

ar only ru\Y.i Pt s to oon.r-·oinl· ..., in o rd. ~r to en(.. 'thai.-::- ooat of 

ti~ .tio  ~ . a. 'tO i~el t:ttl'O t ~ t i ... ~ey · e forcacl to carry a 

prrrt o ... tJt burden of tho l.it!gatlon further that lt will ro-

a.c1s !:;.lnGt tl1 adoption of eny ca-tp.:orcl.oo with th 01 ty. The 
• • 

City ould 1 t or~. or , beor tho entlr coat of th Paramount 

·l .. ht 11t f:Pt!on. 

"ilovA a ; c- •• •• iona nr . air.lply fuourhts which 

have ooo rr d to ua in r nd!ng over tbe tento.tlv out11ne as 

aub.tli tted. t ""I ahould m t wl th you. gentl 

l~. edla t .ly d d!acusa thooe Vl\rioua point which lmv ooourr d 

to na 

m.J.tted 

'nuno 1. 

d b7 DO dol 

the Board 

. , fl'omo up tentative propooltion to b oub• 

ot lJirootor:J of the .Oiutrlot and th Ci ~ 

I 
t 

I 
• 
j 

.. . 

A 

r 
~ .... ~ity AttordneyWAdn1its That 
~~ · ro~ se ater Agree-
1 lll · ment Is to Be Subrnitted 
: ~~~ to ~a Mesa Ton1orrow. 
. ~  , . 
~ Although n11 ncgotinUons ure: 
h.. l•cing . curried on wit11 tue lcnst' 
~ n.ossib1e puhli ·ity. it be ·umo 
~ known yt sf rtl ~  thul fhc c·il.'• ! of Snu Di ·go :mll fhc JJa )] t':-i:t 

Ir1·ig:Jf ion dish·icl ruof' ucarer H 
(, ~cttlc e t nf 1 he. . uu DiegQ 
~ rh·cr <'Ont roYcJ-sy tlwn nt auy 
~ other time in SC\'Crnl vcars. CitY 
~ :A It orncy 0 'J\ccfc ~ c l l ety std· 

nJitt cd that no small progrcs.-, 
1 ownrd a compromise bud been 
mnde at ·a recent secret confer. 

nee in his office at the citv 
l1nl1, nnd that a d finite plan ~.f 
compromise will be prP cntcd 
1o the Ln i\fcsn rri t~tio  dis· 
tl'ict · <lh·cC'1 on; for tl1eir eonsid· 
cr~tiiou some 1hne tomorrow • 
c~ ul  rort to li . ro~ 

t~ e Mid thnt he Js unnbJe to 
dh'"U!Se nt thtA ~t t  nny o! t ~ dctn!J.r 

( ot the proposed :-ctllt'ment, but. de· 

~ 
· • clnred that J! lt ls TatltJcd by the d!s-

trlct director& 1t wJU then be pre-
~c tcd to the cttr councll for action 

The recent c:ontcrcnce ln the ctt,-
attomey•a ornce ·":as at~ ded by 

f 

) 
Mnyor Olark and CounC'Umnn Mo.lre. 
tho city's ••compromise.. committee: 
Enslnc('rs Klns nna Hanlctt. r('prc .. 
r c ~ ~  the d ~t ct.. nnd Clt.f Attorney 
O'Kcere. ~ss ly othl'rs v:crc prc!'t'nt. 
but tr r.o, thelr tdcnUtr l1os not been 
rc,·c-alcct 

OX cdc wrus rusked yr~tcrd r tr the 0 

d!.o;trlct.'s conunlttce llnd ugrccd to the 
.form or con1promlsc thl\t. Js to be .sub- 0 

lntttcd to tht- district d!r('ctors tomor- j 
ro"·· •'Po.sst b1y... he replied, v.·lth n! 
6111Ue. • 

1 Ono lt'port. Js that t11e co ro l~o 
wou1d pcrmtt the dl ~trlrt to co ~l lt  
,_. dnm at Flctchrr dnm t.ltc on thcJ 
upper rl\'er. t ~ ctty conrtntns Us dtHnf 
bu!ldlns acU\•JUcs to Mh.ston Ciorse,1 but lhls could not bQ co r ~. In 
1:tct, so much ~tccrcc  b betns obsenoed 
Sn connectlon wtth t ~ procl\dlnss tlJRt 
cny references to the proposed plnn 
ot com;>ronllse nrc most!)' &Ut..-.s\\·ork. 
lt. fs l:nown. bOWt'\'Cr. that :-Nne Of the 
dl)' ortlrlnls 11:1.\'C reccnt1y h<'t-n ~c
r!ou!'lf c!!. cu .. ~l  tllt- CO!l.!-tl'llct!on of 
C\ cht m by tht' <'It)' ul :\f!..,o,lon u. ~e 
~ tt !':o. 3. Tht.; t-he- Ss ()Wnf'd by t!le 
l tcllrr.l tc r~t , but l~ ro:- ~ le. 

U\\ ~  ... Hn' ~ . . Qt a: ... i'aos 
EH•n l! n co r ~ls.e U. Nf ~ ,.<lo 

t :l:t \\•"l 1ld :-oii "' lJo h :tao , Hy : nd 
~~lt (!}._<. • : let ~  t • o,•.r,•r: ·:r tl.~ ~ ~ .• c 
.. •, !'.·. ~ !.r qt•\ !. ;r·n •! ~.  r.• . ..If ~ 1· .r 

•.. ..._. · .. •:- · ""··· ,· ..... , , • .. ,. . r 
... ·: ( '·· ·,\.' ., . • • • .. .t .• '\.. =···l' . '•' t\t'' • •• • .... . : - •.• ~ 

rt~ ·c. ·' 1-! C'Ol ."1, • ,, ':.t.· \.. !! l ' · . !\ • 
c~ t r :l:lll.! tO t!l,. :1 t- u t"o• hu • 't 
~ owed t. ~ l.n. ~ r .. l c--. : .r c~ t ~ n. ~ ~ 
' htCT U \'.'U ~ r l ~ . .~ct .. ~ 1, • •• 

. by the o1d cura iu ~ ~ t<;:n no:..h f~ 
clty nnd tlle dlstTtec. c ~ lcd. Stnc e 
then, howt\'tr. the clty hu ~  un-

J "ble to tart drun con. t ruction at. El 
Cllplt:m bt:cnuse halt or that dnm ~ltc 
b o\\·nrd by the dlstrlct.. A Jury ht 
SantCL Ana l't1owed the d1sltlct. eGOO,• 
ooo ror tts halt ot the dam Alte, l>ut. 
t hts \'Crdlct \\"&5 !iet. nalde u nor· 
bltant. nnd A new trlal G:' t~. The 
d ~trlct tt r l~ trom thta rulln;. nnd 
t"h t. mnttcr lso Ia bdore the upcr1or 
court. 

Slnce thtn. Uae clty bns bt'f'n m:1l:· 
tn; u lor~uora on a llt'\\' ~ e on thn 
rh·er just abo\'e .E1 c .. u~ . \\'hlch 
1.'1 ow ~ entirely b)' the cJtr. f'nd 
t ~ hi\S been 11omc tnlk ol buUdllN 
a dl\m there. llo\\'C\'cr. the La t . 
dlhlrlct bu tbr(\at ned ln,Juneuon pro-
ctcdlnc• or other lt' al proc«dlDJ; U 
t ~ ctt)' attcmptb to col~ truct a dnm 
~~ lbt\t. J)Olll • -
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Cclonel Ed. Fletcher, 
920 Eighth street, 
San Diego, California. 

Uy dear Mr. Fletcher:-

January 16, 1928. 

We are in receipt of your letter o! January l)th and 

wish to express our appreciation of your efforts in bringing the 

Committee together. However, we question the advisability o! 

having our delegates, Messrs. King and Harritt, negotiate with 

the City officials without the presence of our Attorney. This 

attit~de is taken in view of the fact that the City delegation 

are apparently calling their Attorney into these conferences. 

We believe that the wisest course to pursue would be 

to have the delegates of the City and District arrive at some 

tentative agreement and submit it to the City Council and our 

Board, as we !ear that any outside influence will tend to create 

opposition by a portion or the San Diego Press and certain in-

fluences within our own District. 

We have the utmost desire to get this mRtter settled 

with justice to all parties concerned. our delegates, Uessrs. 

King and Harritt, have been instructed to consider the City•s 

point o! view very carefully and to make every possible con-

c~saio  which they can, without too great a loss to the Irri-

gation District; but we believe that some tentative arrange-

ment should be arrived at by them without outside influences. 

• 

• 

•• .. 

Col. Ed. Fletcher 1-16-28 • 

-2-

We also thank you for your kind offer of aasistence .and 

will be glad to avail ourselves of it, should the occasion arise. 

Thanking you again for your cooperation and efforts in 

this matter, we are 

s very t~  . . ~ 

4¢. ,&, ~ .~  e ~ 
/.l _/ f/ 1!2 / ~ ~de t. 
~~c.~ Secretury. 
La Mesa, e~o  Grove ! Spring Valley 
IrriGation District. 
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