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Dear 

Medical Research Council, 
Laboratory of : .. ~ole cular Biology , 

University Postgradua t e Medical 
School, 

Hills Road, 
CAMBRIDGE . 

28 May , 1963 . 

I am enclosing copie s of t wo papers written by Professor 
C. H. Wadding ton and myself as a basis for the next discussion 
at C. E. R. N. on the proposal f or an Interna ti onal Labora tory of 
Molecular Biology . I look forvvard to seeing you in Geneva 
on June 28 . 

Yours sincerely , 

John. C. Kend r ew . 

Enc . 



Ocnova, 10 July 1963 

ol cula 

Dear Ir ndrow, 

I a .rriting to confirm our t .... laphono convorao.tion. :r Andru Cou.rnand 
has suggested that you write to (!.• Har:cha.l, .::.16gu6 Gcn6ral, chorclP 
uci 'ntifiquc t 'l'echnique, 103 rue do l 1Univors te, ari"' 17 • r your 
1 ttor yot. should say that Dr An · 6 Cou.rnund toleph<m;::}d r:w froo Paris and 
s::.ggeste th t you contnct lim ( m·~chal) directJ.y. ou o . t to 

explain · o .lar:.ohal vcl.·y brJ.o l;r, n jacrt a fc 1 lines., uhat 11 this is 
abou.t •. n than aok him rhcthcr he rtCIUl bD r.Lllin..; to ..... p in sam on who 
\J' ld l:'vport to him. ..... nl Iho -rould <l. one otl: T t ill

0
0 .1uO 

mco ing . n order to be o.bl .... to l.mrit...., uor.loo!l'J to att n 

vcllo 

~~vella meeting 
per laps you ought to have a lett r fr ·- one of the orgc..nizors o_ he ating 
lfhich uould authorize you to iscu.e vuch an invitation. I beliov t at 

'rofossor Gil 31--to Bernardini, J'hc.'31 yo·1 not at the CERN neotillg on 2 June, 

is one o th organizers and could · vc yo·u. suc...'l an o.u.t. orization. .Ie can 
b0 roachc through C iRN, nd I shall send him a copy of thla letter for- his 
in.fo:t"Tlation and .for tho :record. o·il!' letter to .~<.'l.rechal o .... ht to g1 all 
the details of the Ruvcllo meeting, such as dates, accanmodation, etc. 

1.1r Cournnnd told me that it is his guc.:.s that either Jaoqueo nod or 
Latarjet would be likely to be appointed by the 'r~nch Government as <¥1 · 

. Com"nand lso tol me that it tould lY.J improp.;r 
for you to CJ..l>rcss a p:r0f l'Cnce in t ri.s regard. 

It ooem to m · that in t • ciroL':mstancos it would bo wise for you to 
ask Gilberte Bernardini to write, at this time, p ..... rsono.l l9t1iers to invite 
to the lla.v<)llo meeting oth Jacques Honod and Iaturjet . 11onod • s ad 'ss ia : 
Insti tut !1ast .... ur, Paris l:)emo . tal'jct,t c a.daress is R. tarj .. t, ctour, 
Inst tu du R:ldium, 26 ruo d'lilm, 1)arls 50.roo. 

In addition, on tho basis o.f a conver atio. uhich I had w:it.h ~lbrliok 

before ho left Genova, it would advisable for Dernardini to invite to tho 
Ravollo looting Al rt Ciierer as u..;ll as Friedrich l!,reksn. Fr..::k is in 
T "bingen at ·tho t1ax-Pla.nck-Institut fi " Vir..ISforschung, Spemanstrassc 45. 



.. 
2. 

- lanck Insti tut in Ttibingon. I on •t · m1 uhich 

o 1 , b•l.t . xc-P]..;"l.nok-Inotitutoo, T';.l.lirlf:."'n oltould b u o ci nt a.ddl"' a. 
Gio:oor io aupposod to oo a bott;or mo.n th .. 'm l"..>koo for o: ~ p oS3o1 ut o1' 

co o 1., wonl1 un.nt to oarxy 'rokso. along a..lao. 

t 

Au I uontiO! d t ym ov- ·~ th t lopl no, 111." Cotl!'l'll.1 

• I) ll.'lr cha.J. ut ~o to th C e. a:!l ~.~abinet o£ ·t:l 

no~ nJy 

crt ~•.. ( PaJ.owoki) • 

s I ru.so told you., this ·n< my t'li aion o.a far a Jr, 01 is concernad 

1.nd fran. this point on you ~rill ha !') to carr;r tho ball~ , 

'l'h r.•, is only on mcrre thing in F nco that I could u.o, nn that. would 

to write a. prb.rate letter t.o !onnd nd to ooe 'Whot•1cr he eoal" do sanet 

1• nch 11 o "f'icial oo... I"V'vr'',. 

Yo ... sine rJl ) 

cc: Pro.f..l:Jsor Gil1 ~rto lhl:"nttl'Clini 



MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

Tel ephone: 
LABORATORY OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY, 

Cambridge 48011 UNIVERSITY POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL, 

HILLS ROAD, 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
c/o Dr. '1artin Kaplan, 
-1'H0 , 
Fal3.is des Nations , 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Dear Leo, 

CAMBRIDGE. 

22 July, 196 3. 

Many thanks for your letter of 18 July. I will take action as you suggest 
as soon as I have the necessary information from Bernardini) to w. om I am 
writing today. I agree that it would be very good to have S.ierer at the 
Rsvello me eting, and have written in this sense to Bernardini. 

I am wondering when you will be ready with your re-drafted version of the 
CERB-EBO cocument. I really need to have an agreed v~sion of the document 
to send to the people we thougltof inviting to accept oenior positions at 
CERB. If poss~ble I should like to write to these people in advance of Ravello. 
Meanwhile I am enclosing a copy of 7Taddington ' s draft . This may help you , 
though in many respects I disagree with it, especially in that it puts EBO 
before C~P~ rather than after . I also think it nonsense to say that the 
Naples laboratory "draws its staff from all European countries", page 2 . I n 
fact, as far as I am a ware, there is only one non-I talian a t the Naples Laborator.y, ~ 
although Buzzatt told me that he ' now proposes to recruit others , the fac t is 
that he has not yet done s o. 

Kind regards , 

Yours sincerely , 

John c. Kendr ew. 



Dr Jflcquc :;:. f'l onou 
Institut Pas teur 
25 1~e uu Docteur Tioux 
Pnri;, XVc 

Denr t'lono<l, 

Gcncv, , 21~ July 1963 

Por .,ometimG no·>~ I have been unable to cor..tc ct you by telephone 
becaw:;c you Here on your r;;1 i l bo :.1.t . ft. £> I b elieve I Hro t e you from 
New Yori< , Dr 1\ndrc Cou::-n:-tnt offered t o .exploTc in Paris h ow we arc 
to f;O ;,bout sctt ln'5 t he French Government interc:>ted in ou r t.cnt0tive 
iJ i<:<. l. i t.o .;ct up <. i.Jl.olos icr: i in:.>ti t ute in GcnevD . :)r Cou:C'nant phoned 
m..; ~·: · t)tn P· r ir; t o :.s<.; y t111: t h e talkc0 to Ma rech c: l r.nd o.l::;o to the Chef 
du C.:-tbine t of the r.J inister (Pa lewski) and tha t he obta ined the promise 
tllat the Frt.nch Government Hill a ppoint a s cicnt i :.:; t to l ook into t l1i ::; 
mutter ancl to report back to the Government. Your na me wa:.> one of 
tho :.:;e mentioned a:.:; a poss ibility. On thl! suggeGt.ion of Cournant, 
John Kendrcw will officia lly write to Marecha l and ask tha t an officia l 
represcnto.ti vc b e a ppo i nted , At the r, 21Jle time he will invite this 
c ffici ~'.l roprC:·.o:<:nt::::ti \"e t o t .:;ke p:::.rt in the Ravell o meeting in the 
middle of ~eptember. Cournant tells me tha t it would be improper 
for KC'ndru\1 to ()Xprc s.s a pr eferenc e as to viho the Fr ;;nclJ re presentative 
mi!Ylt b e . 

Hy m[dn purpose i s to r a ise the que:..;t lon with you v1hether you 
· y )Vl'~olf cou ld perh.;,.ps ~nr;agc i n sorn ~! cour:::c ::> f llCt ion which would 

inC'r(:;':>C' th· chnnc e c; that you y c·ur::: e lf would he pL:ked :! :i a repre :~cnto tivc, 

whJ<.:h, of ·ccJur:1c , would plco.~;e Xcndrew very much. I vdll s end a copy 
') f thi s J r·ttcr t o Kendrew with t he sugge~; tion t hat he del ay a 1.1 ttle 
;;hile writi ng t o Marech al, ut le ~1st until he he ~.rs from you \vhat you 
\·wuld propo :::. e t o do. At the .same time Kendrew cvnnot d e l a y vlr i ting to 
Ma rech::! l too lor12; if we want th<:: French repr~.s ento ti vt! to attend tho 
Ravello meeting . In thc::;c circum::t;"1.'1CC ::> 1 .- 11 I C.:'.n su:::;ee::; t i s that 
as ;:;oon c>.s you receive this l ett er and nre cleL~r in your mind wh ':) t need::; 
to b e done , contact Kendr cw in Cllmbridgc . The telephone numbers through 
which you can rea ch him are as follows: 

57580 
48011 

(and at home1 47258) 

His address io1 MRC Laboratory for Molecula r Biology, Hills Road, 
Cambridge. 

1\ c lone as I roam a round in Europe you can r crch me c/o Dr Martin 
Kaplan , World Health Organization, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland . 

in th kind regards, 

Sincerely, 



MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

Telephone · 

Cambndge <48011 

l:r. L. Szilard, 
-;/c .::Jr. :l' artin Kc:,tilan, 
1iorlC. ~iPal th Cr s anization, 

Palaiu ies Nati ons , 

Ge~cva, Swit~erl~nd. 

De:-tr I eo, 

LABORATORY OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY, 

UNIVERSITY POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL, 

HILLS ROAD . 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Thal'U you for sE>ndjng b€' c ~· py of ,yolll' le~t<>r to Ja-;r;_ues . ··. noC. of 21 Jllly. I 

!'lave not yet written to ~iarechal becau~e I a.JL :.t:il] &v.aitin .~ co:~firrr:ation fro:: . 

~ernar · ini (ao:; 0:'ficial host t':<~ t I may do sc ) . I wi1l r.oweve!' write as so Jn as 

: ~~ee.r :fr0 ":1 3ernardir.i an-: frc ::. J~c c1ueso I e:v:pe r t to l:e l.;avin2· ErJ.,~lar.d ~o~ewh~re 

e.bout 1P Aucuet so I :-.ope that all this ca!i be clc::;tred '.lP by tl.en. I also hr:)e t c 

:1 ~ve your draft of ou: joint ~ocument ~ell hefore thRt ti~e. so that I can circu~3te 

it b~fore I leave. 

,l ~- I adr3 tha ~ ~-ou h~v~ -t'J t ·.-.:r ttleph0:1C r.umbe.!'S su.;-. t1y ;·;ron.-. ':'l:ey 'ire I 

~c. Professor G. ~ernardi~i. 

Peterhouse 

Le:1 or<J t0 rJ 

Ho.T.G 

"i02S6 
-18C 11 
57580 



February 4, 19()4. 

John Kendrcw, Esq. , 
M .R. C. I.a.bora.tory for Molecular Biology 
Hills Road 
Cambridge 1 England. 

tla.rga.ret Vogt, \-tho is on the staff of the salk Institute, told 

me t.hat she and her sistel" have inherited from their father a large 

reaearch laboratory, form-rly the Institut fOr B~orschung, located 

in the Black Forest about ha..lf an hotU." from Basel. At present, this 

labol-atory is used to a very small extent only and they would consider 

renting or selling it, even partially giving it away to a worthy cause. 

I am -..n-1 tine; you all this because I think that ii' youx enterprise 

gets going you might 1mnt to set up operations in such a pla.;e for a 

few yearn until you Bet your Ol-m buildings in shape in Geneva, which 

might well take about three years. 

I think you ought to make enquiries about this place and this 1 

·asy enoUGh because Margaret V~' s sister, Marthe Vogt, works in 

Ca.mbrid:se, Eng.la.nd. You will find her at the Invrtitute of Anim.!U. 

Physiology, Babrahn.m, Cambridge, of which, I believe, she is the hearl. 

The Institute in the Black Forest was built by Krupp, for the 

father of' these siuters, after ·the Nazis forced him to resign his 

:position as Director o! the Kaiser-rlilhelm Institut fttr llirnforschung 

in Berlin. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincercl.y, 

ItS: jm Leo Szilard 
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