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·. - . San Diego Onion, Commenci ug 
June, 1910 

WATER HISTORY 

June 2, 1910 

Page 8 -Deeds recorded 6/1/10 from s. D. Flume Co. tO James A·. ~ & Ed Fletcher-
~ 5/6 interest, netcher 1/6. Sale included Cu7amaca Lake, 1200 to 1500 acres, . · 
40 I!dles of nume and pipe line £urnisb1 ng water to El Cajon, Lpaside, La lie sa, 
Spring Valley, Lemon Grove. Sale also included diverting dam, water rights, personal 
p pex: cy, 5 or 6 houses and telephone lines. s. D. Flume Co. originall7 incorporated 
w:i.th 1,000,000 capital. Propercy later bonded for 600,000. 

June 8, 1910 - Page 16 

Claude • oohlan, ci:cy councilman said re Oniversi"t\y Hts. Reservoir, 
about 6, 000,000 gallons 

July 5, 1910 - Page lS • . 
1 

Chas. F. Kelly estate transfers their 4000 acre ranch in Julian country to James 
A. rray, Ed netcher, F. & W. Thw Co. and C. A. Canfield, consideratiom ot 
mentioned but tmderstood to invol.ve approxima tel,y $50,000. 

Property consisted of heavy pine and oak d th several. mountain streams fiowing 
the year rcnmd. Elevation 4000 to 5000 feet. Feature o£ transfer is reservation 
or f'orf'eiture o:r title in case arq timber is cut by' purchasers without consent 
o.r government f'orester. This as due to the £act new omers desired to preserve 
timber as protection to watershed al.ong lines or conservation advocated b7 fomer 
eeret r ~ o£ Interior, James R. Garf'ield and Chief Forester, Gif.ford Pinchot. 

JulJ" 11, Page 5 

s. D • .Flume Co. submits proposition tor a water sup}ll3 to El Cajon. Proposition 
as that citizens o£ El CaJon organize into some kind f:£ a local bod)" build ar 

servoir th aerating tables on bill slopes above railroad station and put in 
pipe line connectlng with reservoir on urr81' Hill. Flume water would be furnished 
a-t reasonable rate. 

July 18 - Page 14 
. . 

S eet ter to be increased in height 15 teet at a cost or approximatel¥ · 
200,000 adding 7o1* to the capacity ot the system; insuring a supp]3 ot water 
even it there should be an ~t re drought for 5 or 6 years. • B.- t- Chenq 

President, Jolm E. Boal., anager. 

Sep 

as an 

• .. • ·:t: •• 
• "I 

Page /12 
Synoposis of vt'&ter articles taken from Onion commencing June 1st, 1910 

21 1911 - Page 3 

Reta:Jl water rates, California c1 ties 1 

Qity or Town 

Alameda 
Anaheim 
Antiock 
Berkele7 
Concord 
Lemoore 
Los Angeles 
llqfield 
Merced 
Modesto 
.Monterq 
Qak]snd 
Pacific Grove 
Palo Alto 
Pasadena 
Petaluma 
Pinole 
Richmond 

· San Francisco 
San Luis Obispo 
Santa Ana 
Santa Barbara 
Santa Ciara 
lanta Rosa 
St. Helina 
Stockton 
Suisun 
Vallejo 
watsonville 
San Diego 

Meter rate per 1000 gallons. 

54¢ 
15i¢ 
15 to 50¢ 
54¢ 
40 to 50¢ 
12i to 20¢ 
10¢ 
15 to 20¢ 
50 to 50¢ 
20¢ 
50¢ 
34¢ 
50¢ 
15 to 20¢ 
20¢ 
40¢ 
25 to 50¢ 
25 to 50¢ 
25¢ 
20 to 25¢ 
15¢ 
25¢ 
10 to 20¢ 
25¢ 
15 to 35-l/5¢ 
25¢ 
25 to 50¢ 
20¢ 
25¢ 
10¢ 

So. Calif' • llowua1n Water Company will soon complete " 51 000,000 reservoir, and conduit 
qatea, giv:l.ng San Diego not eiq best water system ·in California but purest and 
cheapest water ot em;r aitq in the State". Morena Dam key to entire system. Adaiq 
supplt tbr a million people will be available, an insurance th t San Diego's water 
probel.m is solved tor all tJ.me to come. 

":l'be Water Coapav under the terias or its contract with the ciV pplies tbe 
llhm101pe1 'V with water at a wholesale rate ot 4 cents per 1000 ~ llon  ch allo s 
the ~ to sell it to oonsumera at coat or tro 6 to 10 cents 1om gallons 
the alidiq scale dependilig upon the uount consumedz The co ~ dall ver 1 ts 
product to the Cit,- and the ciV distributes it. 



furnish the c1 v with water,, the ~ ~ was · e ee ~  l ow and 1 t ·became a ~ e t on 
of the moment ho• to meet the requirements :tor the growing ·c1v. Several ~ t on  
ere advanced but all., were more or l ess doubttull, both in the ' matter· ot ~r t, ot 

water and in sufficient quanti v. It was then that John D. t re~ el  made an otter~ 
to ehe c1 v that has given San Diegcr one or the f"inest water sys tems pouessed. b7 8rJT 
municipall ty in the country. · · 

• Spreckels agreed to :turnish the ciV a supply ot water upwards of ? .million 
gallons a day tor ten years. ater was to be delivered to the city- tor 4¢ per 
100.0 gallons. 

• 

f 

Syncposis of articles re ·water taken from the 
San Diego niu.on of 1911 • 

• 

Feb. 5th, 19ll 
. ' 

Report of Serbert R. Fay, Supt. or Water Department, showed city 
water department had $751 290.15 deposited with the city treasurer while nt 
the close or business, December, 31, 1909, the balanoo \'laS $149,540.94. 
Total· receipts for"l910 were $225,895.96. Disbursements totaled $501,944.75. 
Receipts were made up as follo,JB: From public consumers $156, 789. 31; 
From municipal consumers, $10,271.55; from meters & services instell ed 
$22,,.418.75; from service renewals $272.05; from sal.es or .materials el624.71. 
Trasnferred from water improvements and Ytater extension funds to '.'later fund 
$54,517.61. Disbursements consisted of: Construction $56 1 937 . 72; ldaintennnce 

~  Operating 8101,878.42; A.cco1.1nting $8441.04; Legal services $76. 
General water extension and improvement fund - conatruction $85,119.04, 
reservoir improvement fund - construction $57 , ~ , transfers to 7tater f'und 
$7157 .50. The report · shows an increase of $20 1 650.06 in receipts over last 
year and total receipts of $1,1701621.25 since city purchased water system 
August 1 , 1901. Amount or water purchased from Southern California Mountain 
Water o ~ was 11 655,920,000 gallons, an increase or 242,5401000 gallons 
over 1909. Average daily distribution of rzater was 4,551,000 gallons or 
117.27 gallons per capita on a basis o£ 40,000 iOpulation • 

. 
Amount o£ water furnishai by meter measurement and nat rate was 

appro.ximately 1 , 550,0511 872 gallons. The remainder of total amount purchased 
105,557,443 gallons, was used for street ~~  , sewer flushing, and other 
city use,· being an increase in the daily amount consume:! for public purposes 
or ~  gallons· ~r capita over 1909 • 

-
Fay said, re source ~ water supply : "All the water used by tlte 

ciV· is purchased under ·a .lO-year contract f'ro·m the Southern California !'ountai.n 
Water Compo.ny, which contract expires MS1 l, 1916, the ci v agreeing to purchase 
8l.l water supplied through 1 ts works during the .full .10 year period, up to the 
maximum amou.nt or 7,776,000 gallons or water in one day o£ t enty-four hours 
should so much be required. '!'he company is required to p:mvide and mn:intain 
sufficient storage so there shall be on hand on March ~ t each year at least 
two years' supplf at this daily rate in excess or the water to be furnished 
b7 the c.otnpatG' to other consumers, and the compaey is required to m::.intain its 
woxks so as to be capable or delivering at all t:lmes lUlf nt ~  up to the 
maximum specified for arq plrlod or t en r t~ r hours." · 

nThe Southam California Mountain , ater Compan;J, since it ent red 
· into. tbe contract with th city tor supplying its ?.-uter, has ndded "' i .ts chain 

or impounding reservoirs several of immense ca.paoi v. 
•The water sup,plied the city is or tho pure mountfrll'l Vnriocy. B f ore 

passing into the oiv' s reservoirs on tJniversiey Heights 1 t i filte hru 
cae of ita most modern filtration ple.nt · in use in this countey, lo on 
Chollas Hai&hts. Tho fVBteul ot mecba.n1cal ti.ltrat1on 1n us insure th 
rt!llrlOVal of 97,% bf bacteria and all microseoplc 01'18lli· S, 0 r, . l 1' and 
ottellai._ tter held 11'1 suspensioJh It is one or the o . _ de:rn sy t s 
b:1oa to · oietlce, ~ n r  sedimentation, t.U.tr. tion and &riation. B¥ its u o 
pure, cl $parld.ina &Dd tran-sparent water i al s assurecl. The .rut. r 



automntic?lly cleanses itse1£ ever,y t enty-four hours. 

Feb. S, 19ll 

Beautiful lake, one and one half cil.es long and a mile wide can 
be added to the map or San Diego county as the result of' recent rains. It 
is one o£ the smoothest, prettiest bOOies oE water to be found inland. Located 
at !.!orena. Dam. - is the resu1 t or preserverence or the Southern California 
!:ountain i'fater Company. 

orena band played all a.!ternoon. "The lake, hoifever, is bound 
to gro. al.::lost once again as large nth:Jn a week or ten days. The 
Cottcn.ood conduit is still pouring a lively contribution into the new o~ 

of -mter, ccording to reports from 'arena last night, and at that rate 
tbe dimn ter of the lake • 11 extend to a length o£ at least two miles 
~th n three or four d s, while the ~ th ll extend at a corresponding 
rate." 

Feb. 19th., 19ll 

Point L residents assured or a plentiful ~ or water as 
a result of coiJpleting big dam last Thursday. ork was dtarted last 

o7en:ber. ;. solid breasttVorks or cement and granite 45 ft. in height end 
averaging :30 rt. in rldth no spans the canyon holding 450,000 gallons or 
-=rater in check for use or the residents or Point Loma. and vicini v. In 
-ddi ticn to insuring a supply of ter for damsi te purposes also gives · 
:l he' v:J fire pressure. '!'he cost or carrying the project to completion 
7tll1 a:ncunt to bout 27,000. 

Februa:cy 21st., 1911 

To £L ve better pressure to ter users or Point Loaa ork was 
starved on the installation o£ a 12 inch main !rom the lo er to the upper 
reserv-oir on Point Lome. 

arch 25td, 1911 

ncol D 

'r. 

"The letter follows: 

11Inclosed find pictures., with 11\Y compliments, showing the water 
or sewer trench in which I plunged vii th lfi1 family on a rainy ni te at 10: 50 
o 1 J:lock. The trench was not nagged in any way, nor did it have a 1 i. gbt 't;t,:) 
ohow the danger. 

"As you will see, the trench is on Eighth Street between B end 
c. It cost me a broken spring, as well as cold feet, but ~ one dctire is 
to sea that the party responsible by his negligence is celled to s.cccunt. 

ED flETCHER" 

March 28, 1911 

FLETCHER HIMSELF TO BLAME FOR ncoLD FEET' ~  SALMONS" 
CO mDS THAT COLONEL KNEW CONDITION OF STP.EET 

AND WAS NOT CAREFOLn 
• 

Col. Ed Fletcher himself was to blame for his n cold feet0 end a 
broken auto when his machine sank into a trench recently on Eight.Jl street, 
according to the report made yesterdey- to the city council by Frank J •• 
Salmons, superintendent ot streets. 

In a letter accoopanied by hoto r~ h  of his auto i the ditch 
to prove· his words, Mr. Fletcher had complained that tho accident 'NaS the 
result of the carelessness of sbme one and it rras his desire to see the 
responsible ~ brought to account. 

8Mr. Fletcher himself told me that he kne r the c-ndition of t ~ 
street., and I therefore hold him to blame, n reported Mr. Sal.ttons, . ho bed 
been delegated to investigate the affair. "He is t.l:lo one bo should have 
been more careful." 

It was explained that the trench which bad been du by the tcr 
department was ro er~ filled, but ·that the ground was sort m1d the auto' s 
wheels sank into it. 

. 
"No blame ia attached to aeyono in th . t d · rtment, c nclu 

r. Salmons. 

April l, 1911 
.. 

A certificate of increase in c pital stock 
the OOUaiey cl rks orne by th Helix utual r Oo. 
that the compa117 has increased its aap1 talization f 4800 or 
14,400 ot 1920 sh oo having a par Talue ot 7 .so c ch. 

s doeided on t meetin or th stoekhol ro held J u ~ 1 

at Helix l rm in Spring Voll • If. J. H. B r17 i ~ n on ~n 
Ha l , aeero:tarj. • • 

r 



_A_ -
, ork 'rill be done with money realized from tha recent sale or tho 340,000 

ond · ssue authorized at a special election lost August. All wooden mains wlll 
be repluced. tdth new ones . The lines to Point toma, La Jolla and Po.cifio 
Bet'1ch will be enlarged. 

SS inch cast iron :=tains will replace the 29 inch wooden main down 
ni 7e- si ~ Avenut to Fifth Street. 30 inch cast iron pipe will be laid from 

"'ni·rersit;r Heights south on SOth Street to Juniper. 24 inch cast iron pipe 
m be aid from Jtmiper to B Street nnd 16 inch from B to C Streets whero a 

conncctio!l rill be made .d th the Street line to the business center. 

Another 16 inch line rdll be laid on El Cajon Ave. rroJ:t the civ 
to Park Blvd, thence to University Ave. nth a branch to the Universi-cy-

~e ht  Reservoir. 16,000 feet or 12 in. pipe will be laid along Grand 
~te  Pscl.!"ic Be!ich i'roa Lamont St. tn Allison ~treet thence northward to 
La J lla reservoir. 

Grand total of all pii)e to be laid is 82,890 reet or mo than 15 

o ;:ater :f."ru:nine thre tens Fort Rosecrans according to Councilman 
~~  There ~ ~re 10,500,000 ons in tne main reservoir and 6,000,000 . 
J.n the equal.i n~ reser7oir 1 t Saturda but_ m3ins on the government propertu 
are nat large enough t:> take care of the demands. Larger mains are being 
n t ~  e'! ~  it is hoped they nJ1 be completeed before the ~ n er  A 

. ~ no stat.:on is also being established. 

Ma;; 12, 1911 

~e ollo~  resolution as adaped qy a vote or 4 to 5 at the 
~e~r ~ont  =eeting of the board of directors or the Escondido Chamber 

..._ " ,.... e"",_o last ~ l , ,
~ ~ ~~ - ~ ~  

'?l'.aerea.., the ~n o !!utual Water Company has made a demand upon 
the city tr tee~ o.r Escondido that they buy aore water stock or sutter a 
rrl n ~~ d su ?]:¥ of ~ter for cit] use and the trustees have very ro er~, 

~r o lni ~, :-aru cd to co::1_ ~ -:d. t.i. s • d demands; 

o , there! re, b llevin& the said demand to be unlatrful and 
en':!e t.a.ereirl th unneccssar-1, tho Escondido Chamber or Clmme!ce desires 

to c end dle tru;rtees on the stend they have taken and to pledge them the 
eart: s:1pport o thio clui..TJber o: commerce in combating tb.ls proposition which 

is ,~ su h 71 ~ nter~ t to all our citizens." . 
.ao rea lution had previouSJ;r been adopted by the ter committee 

or _ ~ er  J • E. ~e n er, cbair.nan; Edgar B. Buell and J. V. Larzdere 
d · .. re ~e t _ b:f Ur • ..Uexnndor to the board meeting for action. Atter a 

~t ·pen it JJa round that the adoption or tlie resolution s tavored b.r 
• E. islert·n er, 1 St .lner, J. r. Hedge3 and J. • Larzalere and s opposed 

• !,. ...7, • B dr1 r7e and H. P. R1 ng. 

Ono rule or water company is that water furnished shall be in proportion 
to tho amount of stock held by the consumer. The City has un amount ot ~  

insuti'ioient for the wnount of '/tater being used, a1 t~o h 1 t is paying for the 
water at the rate being charged city consumers. 

Pour out or 5 members of the ci tu trusteeo feel that due to the ide 
difference in prices charged cit-J' users or water as against the tolls charged 
the county patrons or the system and in favor of the countrJ irrigations o.nd 
because or lack or funds in the conduct or the municipal govel"lll:lent the c t:r 
should not be required to acquire t1ore stock. 

• 
Ci-cy Trustees were W. H. Baldridge, president, Ed :r. Hatch, W. • 
Frank H. Cho.pin, and Capt. H. J. 1Jarshall. 

~ 18, 1911 
. 

Senator Wright "Ra.s ~ lled in regarding legall ty or the water com.t any's 
demand on the ci v. ~~ ~o ,  ~ 

Mey 19, 1911 

W. E. Alexander, Pres. Escondido Valley tend & Planting Co 
recently made the mutual 'Nater company propoai tion to finance s. or or t ~n 

to take water from the company's intake or. the Sen Luis Rey Hi ver and pipe 
it to the valley for use in the city and to such portions or the countr;- th t 
are not now supplied and \Vhich cannot be supplied by t ~e mutual ter coo_ 
Proposition was not seriously considered by \va ter o~ nn  a1 though it is 
being discussed by tho people. 

t a:y 21, 1911 

The Eureka. Ranch Compaey composed or A. • I ohlford, Albert Bevin, 
F. E. Budnoit ·and G. R. Crane, controlling about 100 acres in emons i:) the 
first in the Escondido countr.r to atteQpt pumping wntor from ell b electric 
power, generated by ater po er. Plant will cost approxitl:1.tely .-.SOOO. P s 
are by Chief Engineer ~  good of the Pacific Po er Company or Los ... ns; , es. 

.June 9, 1911 

Grading gangs, cement works and ng1neers ar busy in the vi ci i 
station constructing a big dam across de cunyon for the cuy· m c • 
successor to tho s. D. Flume .Company and controlled by J o A •. rr ~ 

d th Col. Ed Fletcher, recent.J¥ purchased tho oyste;n. 'l'he d will h v 
capaoicy or so,ooo,ooo allons and trill be u ed supt L 
and other points est or the no reoorvoi.r. Also repor d th 

with the lumo est or tb ;t, point the plan being to p e • 

June 15, 1911 
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impound a although its 

June 15, 1911 

Mutual Water Company plan to assess stock or patrons 5 or 10%. 
~ oney to be used to improve system. ost or the work \Till be under A. D. 
Coonbs of Los Angeles. This refers to Escondido Mutual Water Co. 

June 19, ~ ll 

It is t:lought an agreement bet·.1een ranchers or San Pasqual Valley 
and the Live Oaks Corporation which has ~ en over interests o£ Linda. Vista 
Irrigation Co!Ilpany m.ll soon be reached re the use of water. Several. 
eo ferences have been held with Col. Ed Fletcher representing Live Oaks 
Corporation and ;rl.thin the next 90 deys a definite proposition may be 
made by the o11nors or property in San Pasqual to the coinpaey. 

The flood i'faters .,.hich come dom the canyon irom the Pamo damsite, 
"Jhe:-e the Li 7e Oaks o nr~ propose to instal 1 its reservoir supplied the ranchers 
oi the valley until past mid summer. Arter· th time SO!ile or them got along 
':7i nout 1ro.ter for irrigation ':Ihile others rely on individual pumping plants 
a. :::1uober of suzh plants having been recent.JJ installed. 

The greemen t bet11een the ranc s and the irrigation compa.ey 'f!llV 
~ l e !or the use of nocd ':'faters until a certain time, after which the 

Co=I:'anJ m.ll te.ke all of the water and sell to the ranch s, after delivery 
thr.J , ter n ~ & a stipulated price. 

An e!"f'ort :rill be oade in next rert days ·to ascertain the quantiv 
o£ ter '!ihich · e lands or the Sen Pasti_ual are enU tled to 1 the rights 
av:tns already been deter.dned thru the riparian rights and by usage of water 

an t.he lands. 

It is announced that as soon as the arrangements are made between 
"' e San Pas;ual ranchers and the company that the latter 1'lill proceed with 
buildinb the reservoir and irrigation system. 

J'une 20, 1911 

Fifteen trains o£ water pipe purchased f'or the city under bond tor 
ertenaion of ter ~ te  are to advertise Panama California exposition. ~ 
Dier;o 1 15" is to be painted in hi te oh the pipe or each train, the name and 
da tc t:l crl d t e entire distance f'rom engine to caboose, it possible. 

• 
Fir.Jt train leaves Birmingham, Ala. here the U. s. Pile Co • 

. o:> at the contract, operates. Last train to arrive in Fe r ~  

Co t o£ pipe rlll b 

June 24, 1911 

H. R. FS¥ 1 sup:t. or atreeta, in a ~  communication to 
· Mayor Wadham made three propositions :- lat to buy the entire Southern 

California Moun:taJ.n Water Company :votem; 2nd to acquire the Chollas 
reservoir, filtering plant and 24 inch pipe line and the laying or an 
additional 50 inch main to assure adequate water auppl,y; 3rd, to perfect 
arrangements between the ci t(f and water compODy whereby the 30 inch main 
could be laid without making any purchase in \"Thole or in part of the 
compav' e property. 

Accompanied by Councilman Percivai ~  Woods, City Clerk A. H. 
Wright and John Q. Symons, Asst. Supt. of 1ater Department, Fay left • !>. 
on the lOth of June visiting the Chollas Valley, Upper and Lo .. er Otay, 
Dulzura conduit, Morena and Barrett dams as well as Cuyamaca Lake. Trip 
took 3} dqs. 

"There c:an be no question or the sufficienc o£ 1ro.ter in these 
mountains to supply the c1 tq 1 provided the rainfall is properly conserved, 
but in this the qity has seen fit to l.t the corporations act mdl.e . have 
con-eentedl3 drifted along until no11 something must be done t:;, insure . ter 
being delivered to the city sufficient to care for our ra2id gro;rth and 

Present oon tract with Southern Cnllfomi ount&i 
called for deliver,y or 7,776,000 gallona daily. 

J'uly s, 1911 

voted 

ter o. 
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Ju'115, 1911 

Negotiations were consumated thru the Ed Fletcher Co. for the 
sale or the Warner Ranch to a syndicate of California and eastern men headed 
by H. \1'. !eller or Los Angeles, 55,000 acres for approximately $1,000,000. 
The ne;y omers took over Huntington & Vall interests. One or the proposed 
improvements of' the ne1r omers is the building or e e or the largest 
irrigation projects ever launched in San Diego County, the damming 
of the San Luis Rey river at the lower end or the ranch. · 

· Damsite is at base or Palomar {Smithl Mountajn in a narro gorge 
nth PreCipitous mountain alls on either side rising from 1000 to 2000 ft. 
Gorge is from 100 to 150 rt. across the river level. The damming possibilities . 
s.t this point are tremendous as the basin will hold back water covering an 

~ l ~tt ~ l  area or 5000 acres or more or Warners Ranch. 

The damsi te has ·an el~ t on of SOOO rt. above sea level and it is 
believed the backers or the project propose to develop ma.Jl1 thou:umd horse 
JXl' er or electricity ':lhich oill be used either in San Diego or north to 
Riverside and L.A. · 

Ano t.her contemplated improvement is the building or a railroad to 
the ranch. 

Warner Ranch noted for 1 ts size and hot sulphur springs. The 
spri!lgs CU"e famous for their curative quell ties and for thier historical 
on ~e t on  ni th the Indians from wb.o;n they were taken by a long chain 

o legal proceedings. 

The ear]J Indians controlled the springs for centuries and regarded 
them as supernatllral. The;; came from distant places to be cured or various 
diseases. ~ o t 50 years ago a white man by the name of Warner learned tbe 
value or the springs and complying with the homestead laws, filed on 640 acres 
~ land, rixing the bounda.ry or his claim so as to include the hot springs 

a 'unkno?ID. to the Indians obtained title to the propez1u. The Indians, ho'IOVer, 
~  ed to &L7e po session for about 40 years more. 

Thru c. chain or transfers legal title became vested in the name 
or J. Do FY,/ Sarvey. At the time he secured title a number or phil onthropio 
person contested the right or the \l)d.te people to take the pzoperw from 
the Indians. It was a long and hard foug case, being carried to the 
supreme court or the state, but was finally settled about 10 years ago 1ri 
avor of Harvey. · 

• 

Df. w. Jarvis Barlo\Y1 prominent L.A. peyaician entered suit in · 
superior court againllli Geo. K. Frink of the S. D. Flume Co. for $15,000 damages 
on acct. of abutting water ott at his El Cajon home. ~  he has been 
da ged· $3000 and rranta $101 000 assessed gainst company as an exrunple. His 
praperty was part or Blocks 101 and 102, all of block 120, Rancho El Cnjon 
at Lakeside. He said his predecessor in o·.mership of the property entered 
agreement with the compaey November 19,1892 to furnish one miners inch 
or water amounting to 12,980 standard gallons every 24 ttx hours. 

One May ll, 1911 he seys without notice the compey bui1 t a gate in 
the ditch on his property and shut off half' the water. On ay 25 of 1911 
all the water was shut off causing the vegetation to wither. 

August 12, 1911 
• \ 

Ci't\r delegation left city on the lOth and returnoi today after 
inspecting the So. Calif. Mountain Water co. system. Received expert 
information from M.M. ~ h hne , chief' engineer and J. S, oloney, 
resident engineer on the Morena dam. They were more enthusiastic than 
aver over the proposition or the cify eventually taking over the entire 
system. 

Morena lake when filled rlll cover ll, 000 acres, 8 ~e  the are e. 
ot Balboa park. 

Af't,er visiting Morena the prty \Vent to the proposed side or the 
Barrett dam, 1700 f't. lower than the orena project, although only 10 
miles away. From here the party went to Opper and Lo er Otay re ~o r , 
the latter a£ which is furnishing the present ter supply to the ci cy. The 
reservoir is really a lake being more than 2 miles in length and ho.s a 

~ or 131 000,000,000 gallons with about 9,000,000,000 impounded at 
present. O' Shaughness.Y said the combined capacty or the eservoirs or the 
system 11 including the 2 Oteys, arena noil about completed mld the arret 
when completed will be about 441 0001 000,000 gallons. With the present 
e nsumption or about G,ooo,ooo gallons per dey in s. D. it can e si.ly be 
figured how long this amount nll last, even· allo g for se pnge and c porati n. 

Ci v engineer Cappa .believes the city can use the fall in so e t 
ot the s.rstem, if it purchases it, to develop a large amount or electric po r, 
and in this W8l help to liquidate the bond issue which uld be ncco"'S • 

Auguat 18, 1911 

" hicb 
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August 20, 1911 

SO or more land owners who live about O'tal Valley and Nestor 
have petitioned supervisors to fix water rates £or farming purposes . 

A_ 7 year storage is necessary to remove S . or a ~ter ranine. 

A careful study or the situation by the companys (Southern California 
ountain Water Compan)) consulting engineer, a man or wide and successful 

~ er en e  in water supply development bas shown on l ~ in the light 
or statistics giving rainf'ells and "nm offs" in the adjoining sheds the 
previous 20 years, that until tba t 7 year J i mit is reached a succession 
or 5 d.cy seasons rd.ll throw tha city back to those stagnant ~  when water 
of sn indi.ff'erm t quali v mlS stintingly doled out to different sections at 
di!f'erent times and a parched cocmnmity was forced to even close its schools 

r ~ :cany periods in order to conserve the remaining drops. 

Under the contract the company has with the city a reqUtremen t 
is that a 2 year reserve supply should al ays be stored to take care or 
e or t ~n and consucption f'or a like period. 

The story o:f San Diego in the past has many features that are at 
once educational for if the solation or the whole question had been undertaken 
20 years ago rl th the same spirit of' prudence and in the same spirit of 
courage and fortitude r1hich is now displqed by the Southern Calif'. Mountain 
iYater o~ under the ownership or John D. and Adolph Spreckels, San Diego 
toda:;r :-rould be fhe first ci -tv" in Southern California mad: owing to its 
rare cli=natic advantageous and e:'ttraordinary harbor, carved out on the watef 
front, mch 20 mj llion dollars invested in San Pedro cannot duplicate. 

If it bad not been for the p1st careless spirit or pessimism by ~, 
persistent hostile aggression by a re·w and indifference by the l • ger part 
or the com:nmi t.r prevailed so that the comxa nies who im.dertook the supply of 
-:m.ter, each and all, had a most depressint: and discouraging experience. To 

e 1d.tb the s. D. Land & Town Co. sometimes kno as the Sweetwater 
~ J hich built the ~eet  tar dSl;l and a pipe line system at a great 

co t, s sold out at a receivers' sale for about 10¢ on the dollar ot the 
original cost. The •s. D. Fl.une Compaey nellt diverted the waters in the 
ountains back or Sail Diego in the Cu.yamacas and La Mesa reservoirs and 

su. plied t.be farms in the vicinity or El Cajon, La sa and Lemon Grove thru 
57 • e3 or ooden nume line and various div rting dams and pumping plants, 
all c le111ng an out.lq or over 1,600,000 ond it is understood that quite 
at l7, the ole lant of' this eaapl• o01:1peey -:ras sold out tor less thl!tll 20% 

o i initial Ctlst to a man from ontaia, who hns undertaken to enlarge and 
;n-ove + e .lD.n t, nothl t.hstsnding the diseouraging experiences or the 

pr ?iou o cro. 

:[ trict, 
dcve1op d c a 

without renlizing any or ~e expectations or the promoters and were an 
absolute failure. · · 

In the meantime San Diego stJJod still and made no progress, in fact 
in some years declined in population until the work of securing and under ni. ting 
~ ts wnter supply was undertaken by the Southern California ~o nt n Water 

ompany that the city made progressive strides in the wonderful ro ~ent 
or the last 5 or 6 years. 

This progress it may be said is due to the confidence o£ the e~ le 
in the .assuxance or pure and a continuous wgter supply. 
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SIBOPOSIS OF ARTICLES PRIBTED IN THE 
San Diego Union, Commencing 

August 22, l9ll 

WATER HISTOJrl 

Tyndale Palmer ittornq for the water League ob.1 ected to 
anytbing and everything presented by District Attornq H. s. Utlq re the 
Otsy dispute. 

Water League was composed o£ 60 ranchers who have petitioned 
supervisors £or rates to tap the mains of the Southern California Mountain 

ter Compaey that they mq irrigate their farms, scattered over Otq valler. . 

H. L. Titus is attorney for the Southern Cal 1 fornia Water 
CompallY. Law al 1 ows S to 18! return on their investment to water companies. 
Titus asked tor this. 

So the assessments or the compen;y could be reduced to a 
minimum attorney palmer argued that Barrett and lorena systems should be 
excluded from all estimates because the;y were not 'USed to se:rve the ci'tv. 
O'Bhallgbnessy quick11' refuted Palmer's statements. O'Shaughnessy showed 
the system had been in use and StJpplied bi 1 1 1 ons ot gallons since January, 
1909. He was consulting and chiet engineer for the water compa117. 
0' Shaughnessy said, "if it were not ·tor those srstems there ould be no water 
in San Diego todq and th!3 ci v would be in the throes ot disaster. 

O'Shaughnessy stated he had been a civil and consulting engineer 
or 26 years practice and that since 1890 he had been interested in the water 
business. He had been employed as ene:tneer or the M111 Valley Water Compav 
o:f arin county, the Sausalito compeey in the same coun\r, the Spring Vallq 
ater Works of San Francisco, the Port Costa ter works ~ Concord, 
artinez, Port Costa and Crockett, the water eompav of Burlingame and 20 water 

companies in the Islands ot Hawaii where he constructed three · cOIIp].ete qstems, 
one the Kauai with a capacit.T of 40 million gallons a dq, a second, the llaui 
with a capaciv of so million gallons a dlq, a tJdrd, the Hawall with a capaciv 
of 35 million gallons a ~  

Titus asked him what other companies he had been engineer tor. p 

He replied, the ro er~t n land and Water Oompan;y at lferced and consulting 
and chief' engineer since June 1, 1907 tor the Southem Calitol'Dia Jlounta1n Water 
Compaw. 

Titus asked bim to describe the S1&tems ot the Southam California 
ater comP8Jl7. O'Shaugbnesq said, "there are two s;rsteas, the Barrett and Morena. 

The Barrett and orena systems are used to supJ117 the lower Otq and if it were 
not tor th there ould not be, a drop 1n the l~nr Otq reservoir and the ciif' 
ot San Diego would be in the throes ot tisaster. · 

• 
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81&tem, the same STstem whioh Mr. Palmer wants to exclude as not being 
in use since Januf1l7 S, 1908. Since J'anua.17 3, 1909 we have stored troa 
that ter h e ~  gallons of water 8lld the present storage 
in ~o er ~ at 108.6 inCh level 1& 71 810,000,000 gallons so that 1£ 
th£s learned counsel's contention 1& correct there ·would be no water 
in the lower t~ tor the supervisors to fix rates on. He was referring 
to Palmer. 

0 1Bhaugbnesq placed a value on the qstema of the Southern 
Calltbrnia Water Compaey at $51 0251156.55. The following valuations of 
the ditf'erent ~ te  made up the sum. Morena dam 1, 755,891.00; Barrett 
Dam and Dulzura conduit tl,255,217 .oo; Lower ~ dam and reservoir 
$1042,340.76; pipe system Lower ~ to San Diego $555i405.95; Chollas 
reservoir and filter plant tl34,G68.20; Opper ~ reservoir tl58,924.50; 
0Uo', Coronado pipe line "to and including HigbJend reservoir 184,709.12. 

O'Shaughness,y showed that the Morena dam goes 115 teet below 
the stream and 150 feet above the water making a height alto&ether of 265 
teet. The Roosevelt dam which is 280 teet aJ. together or only- 15 £eet 

· higher tb&ll the other structure cost more then $51 000,000. 

0 'Shaughnessr said, we bull t two d1 verting dams, one which 
leads water from Cottonwood creek and the other from Pine Creek into . 
DulZllra conduit and we have made a 'b7Pass tunnel to pass the water p811%18Jlentl1' 
to the main dallsite. The main damsite is in the Barrett d8ll site. These 
diverting daas are used to lead water into lower Otq reservoir and tram 
there into the c1 V. 

The capaciv o~ louthem California Water Compeey is s,sso,ooo 
gallons a dq. 

August 24, 1911 

Tyndale Palmer withdrew t:rom the hearing hen the Chairman 
of the board ot supervisors, llr. Foster, refused to have the assessor 
subpoenaed to show the assessed values of the company's plant. 

August ~, 1911 

The final ~ent ot approximately 150,000 has be 
Colonel I'd netcher, a representatJve or IQ'Udicat ot capital! 
purchase ot the stock or the Lin Oak Corporation which controll ta 
against the old Linda Vista irrigation district gregatin S46,0QO. 

Thisd cleared the titl. to 45,000 cres or 
l•nd. 

!hru thia transaction th lQ"Ddic secures control o 
da•a1 te and riahta or tor the propos b 1rr1 tlon ' ch a 
pleuft •'"V 7eara qo but n.mtr oarri out • 



in the district has been concluded. 

The histol7 ot the Linda Vista irrigation diatr.l.ot is interesting. 
Thirty yeaf"s ago the land owners ot the district bonded th•selves in an 
attempt to develop water. After they had acquired the Pamo damsi te, made 
surveys, secured rights or wtq and took other steps toward the construction 
of the system the boom broke with the result that all the properiir in the . 
district was mortgaged to the extent ot the bonds that had been sold which at 
that t:tme amounted to $175,000. An attempt was made to invalidate the bonds 
but the supreme court or the state sustained the valldiv. The Live Oaks 
corporation recently cancelled $51,000 in bonds and the Pamo dam site was 
deeded to them by the directors of the Linda Vista irrigation district. 
As a compromise the Live Oaks corporation agreed to settle for 50¢ on· the 
dollar. The compromise was accepted by the indi vidu&l landomers including 
the San Diego Land Company, the Spreckels compaw, Sam Ferrt Smith, Col. A. G. 
Gassen, Judge V. E. Shaw, Bq Civ Investment Compen;r, First Rational ~ 

and other large land owners representing aore tban half or the district. 
A settlement along j;his line or compromise is now being affected as a result 
or the deal just closed. The Live Oaks corporation has extended the time or 
pqment to all the land owners in the district on the same basis if settlement 
is made on or before Septemhtrl2, · 

Colonel Fletcher stated, •there is no section in Southern 
California ~ where water can be used to greater advantage than on the 
Linda Vista esa. It direct:q and vi ta1]Jr af'tects the growth and developuent 
of San Diego ci V and counv. I would not have been identified with this 
proposition if' I did not feel that rq principals intend to build the Pamo 
dam and bring out the water. It will take SOile time to clear the titJ.e to 
the lands in the old Linda Vista district and a question of riparian r h~  

on the San Pasqual river must be recognized and adjusted. It this can be 
done I am satisfied that the parties I represent will build the entire STStem 
for thErJ are .tul.lJ" able to carr:/ out the entezprise without assistance from 
others. It all the land owners Il8¥ up prompt:.q it dll make it possible 
to disolve the Linda Vista irrigation district within the next six months 
tllereby paving the wrq tor the immediate construction or the large water 83'Btelll." 

August 27, 19ll 

c. B. Covert, a travelling salesman in the •plCJ7 ot the Simon 
ten Co P8l11 retuming troa t1le mountains todq reports that aen, supposed 
to be in the empl07 ot the Xelleq 81J1dicate are enpged in the pre11•imaJ7 

rlc or constructing the big dam at the head or. the San Luis 1187 r1nr in the 
arners ranch, the scene ot operations being tn the neighborhood ot ••e.r . 

bill, one ot the land marta ot the Warners ranch count17. scnmMnge are be1Dg 
de to f'ind bedrock bile SOJia ot the are Mpl07ed in ereattng the 

han ea d other buUdtngs hich ..Ul be used tor the workllen the cowing wiliter. 

August 'l:t 1 1911 

-4-

cast iron water ma1u around the Coronado peninsula -to increase 
the water ~  ot Coronado ci V. 'l'be contract was awarded to Hazard Gould 
Compan7 tor fl351 000. The order includes 4000 tons of 16 inch cast iron pe 
and about 10 carloads ot special fittings and calking lead. It dll require 
27 5 cars to move the pipe. The work or lqing the ma1 n will be done under 
the direction or Andrew Ervast, engineer tor the water compa:JY and td1l cost 
about $251 000 maHng the total tor the improvement approximate]Jr $1601 000. 

September 4, l91U.. 

Oceanside tohave ample suppq ot water thru Keller project 
on Warners ranch. l te~ will be taken from the dam thru a tunnel cut in the 
rock on the east side of the river. In this tunnel wi 11 a1so be pJ eeed 
the turbines tor power developn t and one of the purposes for storing 
the water 1• the developnent or electrici v. After the water passes over 
the turbines it will be taken on down the river to run in pipes and ditches 
which are to &over the lands below at Oceanside, San Luis Hey- and a1ong 
the coast south of Oceanside. 

• 
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MISC PAPERS ASSEMBLED FOR HISTORY 
From the papers of Ed Flet~her, the following letters were 
removed to the alphabetized correspondence files: 

Fletcher to BOARD of -Supervisors, 7/B/29 
CARMICHAEL, ~ohn S., 2/26/27 
Fletcher to Conkling, M.W., 6/3/29 
GOODRICH, W.P. to Fletcher, 7/24/21 
GOODWIN, F.M. to Fletcher, 6/25/21 
GREEN, F.E. to Fletcher, 5/23/29 
Fletcher to HERALD, 5/7/29 
HODGES, W.E. to Fletcher, 7/21/24 
Fletcher to KERCKHOFF, 10/15/8 
NATIONAL GOOD GOVERNMENT MOVEMENT to Fletcher 
SAVAGE, H.N. 

Conversation Between Savage & Fletcher, 4/30/29, 5/3/29 
Fletcher to Savage, 5/1/291 
Savage to Fletcher, 5/2/29 

From the letters of Ed Fletcher, the· following letters were 
removed to the alphabetized correspondence files: 

"SAN DIEGO FLUME CO, AND WATER HISTORY CORRESPONDENCES" 

LUCE, M. A., January 4, 1919 
HOWELLS, J. M., January 9, 1919 
SMITH, JOSEPH H., January 13, 1919 
HElLION, M. C. of the San Diego Flume Co.: 

':Y' / 
r 

Flume Co. to BRYAN, T. J., July 7, 1905 
Fletcher to Hellion, June 10, 1910 
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