
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

RE S EARCH LABORAT O R Y O F ELECTRONICS 

C A M BR I DGE 39 , M ASS , 

September 13~ 1957 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
The Enrico Fermi Institute for 

Nuclear Studies 
Chicago 37~ Illinois 

Dear Dr . Szilard: 

This is in answer to your recent letter proposing a 
follow-up to the Pugwash meeting. I am wholeheartedly in 
favor of this and anxious to participate . The actual 
location makes little difference to me~ though the BWI sounds 
attractive . 

I have slowly come to believe that the only course of 
action which has any chance of achieving success in the 
weapons control field is one which ultimately puts all 
weapons in the hands of a central international government, 
consequently I am not very anxious to spend much time on 
such topics as test limitations, etc.~ important though they 
are. Given a choice~ I would prefer to spend the time trying 
to understand means for achieving this long term goal. 

As you know~ I am basically a technologist~ and I have 
spent much of my life working on problems which others have 
regarded as extremely difficult or impossible of solution. 
What little success I have had has come from getting 'a clear 
picture of the ultimate objective and then searching among the 
physical phenomena for radical ways to a solution . I have 
come to believe that a solution to a difficult and worked over 
problem is seldom found in a trivial change from the status quo . 
If this were not so~ someone would long since have found an 
answer to the problem in hand. 

I know full well the danger of arguing by analogy~ none­
the-less~ I feel that my view does apply in the field of 
weapons control . I can't believe that any lasting good can 
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come from negotiating small pertubations from the present 
position. 

I would like to see us explore the larger issue of 
an international government and police force. I would also 
hope that we can have a large number of non-Americans in the 
group for I have an intuitive feeling that in the end we will 
be saved, if at all, by the intiative and leadership of the 
smaller and militarily uninvolved countries of the world. 

With best regards, 



I 
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Septetnber 23, 1957 

Dr. J. B. Wiesner 
tt~sachu etts Institute of Technology 
Research Laborator.r of Electronics 
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. Wiesner: 
ny thanks ror your letter of Se_tember 13th. 

The ans 1ers to my inquiry are nol'l c;r dually co :tn in. 

I am about to le ve for SUrope~ and thi matter 
will be handled in my abnencc by Dr. Morton Grodzins, Chairman 
of the Dep rtment of Political Science. You m· y hear from him 
or from me again on my return from Europe. 

With kind reg rds, 

Si·ncerely, 

Leo Szil rd 

m 



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

R E S EARCH LABORATORY OF ELECT R ON I CS 

Professor Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Department of Biophysics 
Chicago , Illinoi s 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

CAMBRIDGE 3 9 , MASS . 

February 12, 1958 

This letter confirms and amplifies our recent 
telephone conversation. For a number of years M.I . T. has invited a 
distinguished person to visit as the A. D. Little lecturer. Last year 
we atte1~ted to change the format of the lecture from a single formal 
lecture to a series of informal meetings with faculty and students to 
be culminated in a small dinner involving a limited group at which the 
guest would talk or lead a discussion in his field of interest . It 
did not quite work out that way last year , for the visitor was Dr . 
Edwin Land who chose to spend his time talking with students and fac­
ulty about educational problems and created so much interest that we 
cancelled the plan for a small dinner and had him give his remarks in 
the Kresge auditorium before an audience of twelve hundred . This year 
we would like to try the small- group approach. As you suggested, it 
would appear most profitable for you and us if you centered your activ­
ities with Cy Levinthal and the Biology group . I would hope , of course , 
that you would also spend time with alter Rosenblith and the others 
here interested in human communication problems . 

In addition , as you well know , there are many 
people at M. I . T . and Harvard interested in the disarmament issue· and 
who will want to have your attention. 

We would like you to be here the two weeks be­
ginning April 28 . The A. D. Little lecture fund will pay your travel 
and living expenses as well as an honorarium of $500 . If you have no 
preference regarding living quarters , we can arrange to provide quar­
ters for you in the M. I . T . Graduate House. 

I am very happy that you are able to spend this 
period wit h us. I have told Cy about your acceptance , and he is par­
ticularly pleased. If you have any further questions , please write to 
me . Meanwhile, I shall probably see you in Washington or Quebec . 

~ i t~h warmest regards , 

/\ /. '1.111.--._./---.... 
Jero~ .(LWiesner , Director 
Research Laboratory of Electronics 

../ 



February 24, 1958 

Dr. Jerome B. Wiesner, Dlrector 
Research Laboratory of Electronics 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts 

Dear Professor Wiesner: 

I an1 writing to thank you for your kin invit tion 

to be the A. D. Little lecturer this year. I sh 11 be very 

happy to accept and shall plan to spend two weeks in cam­

bridge beginning April 28. I should very much appreciate 

your arranging for living accommodations for me in the M. I. T. 

Gradl.late House. 

With kindest r gards, 

Sincerely, 

fTZ--' 
LEO SZILARD 

LSadw 
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P!'o ossor Jeror,Je \Jicsner, 
Department of Electrical .C:ngineering, 
Hassachuset, ts Instl tute of Tochnoloa, 
Cambridge, t4ass . 

Dear vJiesner ' 

You are very phctogenlc . 

iay 23rd . 19Go. 

Enclosed is the art i cle uhich I have written for "Look 11 

:Haga.zine HhJch represents rrw views a:; of today . If you have 

time to read it befcre we nnet Hednesda..l ni gpt, this might save 

us some time in the discussion ~1hich wo rra;,• have pr:i.or to the 

filming . 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard. 



Professor Jerome \· iesner, 
Department of Elec trical Engineering, 
1-1assachuse 1:. ts Ins r..:.tute of Technology, 
Cambr ..i..dgc , o;ass . 

Dear Jerry, 

June l Oth. 1960 . 

I have drafted a le c.ter to :hrusnchov wh! ch, l.f sent. , 

will b ... transmitted t.hro the good off.:.ces of a Russia n collea~e . 

I have exhausted .rif clean cop:.. s y sending one o ~.-harles Bohlen 

and one 7,o Leghc.r n . I nust apolcgize fer sending you a uJSS'J copy. 

Please let ~.e know any comments you w ~ sh to make in tnE:- course of the 

week of the 13th Jun • 

\vi th kindest regards, 

SincerelJ' , 

Leo Szilard. 

Enclosure: 
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Professor Jerome Wiesner 
Chairman 
The President's Science 

Advisory Committee 
Executive Office Building 
17th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Jerry: 

t-ia.rch 3, 1961 

I spent a month in Moscow and have 

now finally descended on Washington. I am 

trying to find out if there is here a market 

for wisdom, and I need your advice on how to 

go about it. Depending on circumstances, I 

might stay here as long as a month, and am at 

the Hotel Dupont Plaza. Let me know when you 

can conveniently see me, preferably away from 

the bustle of your office. With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 4, 1961 

Dear Leo: 

Yes, who's got it? Seriously, I am pleased 
to know that you are in Washington and hope to have 
a chance to get together with you. How about dinner 
Thursday night, March 15th? If that is a good night 
for you, I suggest we meet at the Cosmos Club at 
7:00p.m. If your wife is here, I hope that she will 
join us. 

With very best regards, 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
DuPont Circle & 

Sincerely yours, 

Jer rn~esner 

New Hampshire Ave., N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 



March 14, 1961 

Dr. Jerome Wiesner 
Chairman 
The President's Science Advisory Committee 
The vfuite House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Wiesner: 

While passing through Paris, I had breakfast with 
Dr. Bertrand Goldschmid 1 an old personal friend, who rep­
resents France on the Governing Board of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna. On that occasion he ex­
pressed concern about the manner in which the United 
States is represented on the Governing Board of this 
agency. He felt that it should be possible to find some 
scientist or engineer of standing to represent the United 
States in that body and that it would be important to 
make a change at this time. 

Since Goldschmid knows Seaberg \<Tell, having worked 
with him during the war,.. I suggested that he contact 
Seaborg about this. He seemed to fe&l, however~ that be­
cause of his official position in France it would not be 
proper for h~ to do so. 

I am having dinner with Seaberg this Saturday and 
I might mention to him, on that occasion, my conversation 
with Goldschmid, but I thought that this is a matter in 
which you might take an interest, also. 

With best wishes 1 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



June 6, 1961 

Jerome Wiesner, Chairman 
The President's Science Advisory Committee 
Executive Office Building 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Wie~mer: 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I have sent to the President today, 
with its enclosures. The material is sent to you for your information and 
files. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:acb 

Enclosures 



Confidential 

Mr. Jerome Wd.e. .Jner 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear ~· Wie 1ner : 

September 8, 1961 

Attached to this letter is a document entitled 11Appendix 11 which describes 
one particular solution to the so-called Berlin crisis -- wrapped up in the 
form of a package. This package is rather loosely drafted but nevertheless 
the true intent of its points should be clear enough, particularly if read 
in conjunct ion with the memorandum "On the Berlin Crisis" which is enclosed. 

I have sent a copy of the Appendix and the memorandum to the White House, 
but I do not know whether the President got to see it. I have also sent word 
to the White House, and again I do not know whether it has reached the Presi­
dent -- that if ~ general approach described meets with the approval of the 
White House, I would be prepared to go to Moscow and try to sell this approach 
to Khrus he hev. 

What matters is not the particular package which I have formulated; this 
package could be easily modified and perhaps improved. What matters is that 
we start out with the premise that the United States and the Soviet Union have 
the same goal in Europe, the goal to make Europe politically as stable as 
possible, and that we derive a solution, from this premise, on the basis of 
reasoned arguments. 

I personally do not believe that a satisfactory solution can be arrived 
at as the result of prolonged, catch as catch can horsetrading. 

Any comment that you might care to make would be greatly appreciated. 

With best wishes. 
Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

P.S. I have communicated with the White House through Henry Kissinger, who 
told me that he liked my approach very much and that he is taking this 
matter up with McGeorge rtsBctsy ~~ 

P.S.S. I am leaving tomorrow morning for Stowe, Vermont, to attend the 
Pugwash conference. I can be reached there in the course of next 
week at The Lodge. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 29, 1961 

Dear Leo: 

I'd like one of the fellowships! Seriously, 
I'm leaving this weekend for Pakistan (the President 
having volunteered my services to help solve their 
water problem) and I'm frantically trying to get 
things in order before my departure, so I haven't 
had time to get in touch with you before I go, but 
as I told you when we last talked about the idea, 
I am all for it. I would, however, prefer to see 
many of the people whom you have in mind working 
full time for the government. There are many places 
where they are needed. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
DuPont Circle and 

Sincer ly yours, 

New Hampshire Ave., NW 
Washington 6, D. C. 



Dr. Jerome Wiesner 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Wiesner: 

October 10, 1962 

Since I last saw you, I visited Dobrynin, handed 

him a document (of which I am enclosing a copy with this 

letter) and asked him to transmit it with such comment 

as he might care to make. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Encl. 

P.S. Would you be kind enough to pass on the enclosed document 

when you have finished with it to Spurgeon Keeny for hie 

information. 



Jerome Wiesner 
The White House 
Washington 25. D.C. 

Dear Wiesner: 

I am supposed 

This 

April 25. 1963 

but I wondered whether 

to convince Franklin Long 

fully appreciated at the highest places 

and to persuade him to stay at least one more year. 

Sincerely. 

Leo Szilard 



FILE COPY 

Jerome wteSDer 
The 'White Bouse 
Vaahington 25, n.c. 
Dear Wiesner: 

HatE L LET.rERHEAD 

May 9, 1963 
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Dr Jerome \liesnor 
The .Jhite House 

o.sh:ington 25, D. c. 

Dear liesner, 

Geneva, 27 July 1963 

On 15 July I wrote a letter to Chairman Khrushchev, to which 

I added a Postscript on 16 July. A copy of this Postscript and a 

copy of a message I sent to Kaysen in Moscow, through the US l'.Iission 

in Genova, are encl osed. 

Enclosed also is a copy of a letter which I wrote today to Roger 

Fisher, raporting about the mcssa~o I received from Kayscn and the 

text of my reply. 

All this for your information. 

· nooroly yours, 

LJo Szilard 



... 

Jerome l'iesner 
'l'he 1 'hi te Iouse 
anhin~ton 25, D.c . 

Dear iesner, 

Geneva, 2nd .. ugust, 1963 

Encloned . ou will find, in the form of a letter written 

to Tam ~nd a letter written to arrison Bro·n , m proposal for 

nettinc: up a joint Ru. si~n- tmcrican o cr tion in molecular biolog • 

nclosod is also the response .,,hich I have received from the 

National Academy . 

Since I had no <mswer from Ta ....... 1 , I sent him a tele~-ram 

und he wro te me to say that my letter did not re"ch him. He also 

said that he is ,~bout to go to the mountains ond that no buniness could 

be trans cted in the surrmer- time . 

He PU .csted that I raise the ~atter with officials of 

the Academy of the U. S. J . R. at the Dubrovnik meetinb , ~e tc~ber 20th · 

2)th . 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo ._,zilard 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 2 3, 1963 

Dear Leo: 

Thank you for your note on the proposal for 
a molecular biology center. I will be inter­
ested to hear what reaction you get in Dubrovnik. 

Personally, I think that any such effort should 
be on a broad international basis rather than a 
bilateral one, but it would in any case be inter­
esting to see how the Russians will respond. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Professor Victor Weisskopf 
Director General 
CERN 
Geneva, Switzerland 


	mss32_b021_f03_001
	mss32_b021_f03_002
	mss32_b021_f03_003
	mss32_b021_f03_004
	mss32_b021_f03_005
	mss32_b021_f03_006
	mss32_b021_f03_007
	mss32_b021_f03_008
	mss32_b021_f03_009
	mss32_b021_f03_010
	mss32_b021_f03_011
	mss32_b021_f03_012
	mss32_b021_f03_013
	mss32_b021_f03_014
	mss32_b021_f03_015
	mss32_b021_f03_016
	mss32_b021_f03_017
	mss32_b021_f03_018
	mss32_b021_f03_019
	mss32_b021_f03_020
	mss32_b021_f03_021
	mss32_b021_f03_022
	mss32_b021_f03_023
	mss32_b021_f03_024

