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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dept. of Bio-Physics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

6128 SELMA AVENUE 

LOS ANGELES 28 . CALIFORNIA 

TELEPHONE ' HOLLYW OOD 9-8736 

June 19, 19 5o 

As the diagram in the enclosed bulletin shows, The 
Humanistshave acquired a newhome for themselves at 2307 South Union 
Avenue, Los Angeles, California. 

In our earlier correspondence during the last two 
years, I pointed out to you the aims of our ed11cational organization, 
its purposes , and its development, which in less than two years pro
vided for a growth from a few members to about 4,000 in Los Angeles 
alone. 

With the practical application of the new humanistically, 
reinterpreted scientific attitude - a behavior pattern proposed for 
humanity in harmony with the sense of recent developments in social 
and physical sciences - our organization has embarked on a long range 
project through which the cultural survival of mankind may be achieved 
in spite of the present socially destructive tendencies . 

Vfith survival at stake and with knowledge of social 
responsibility and the gravity of the world situation, The Humanists 
believe that their pioneering work along the aforementioned socially 
applied scientific attitude, which includes the "whole man" (with 
his intellect as well as his feelings and desires), will be a catalytic 
agent for human betterment, and vdll have its impress felt in a much 
larger circle of humanity than from the mere size of our membership 
one could otherwise forsee. 

With the new facilities at our disposal - an auditorium 
for 600 persons, a dining room for over 200, and about 15 additional 
rooms, -we believe that our socially necessary work vnll be intensi
fied and accelerated to a great extent. Lectures, concerts, social 
meetings, classes, community work, research, seminar groups , prepara
tion of a larger bulletin, and so on - all this, and many other phases 
of our work leading, we believe, to a happier and better world, will 
gain impetus with our increased facilities. 

1 re wish to start our work in the new building with 
a formal and festive opening on September 2L~th at 8 p .m. It is 
il!lportant that on that occasion someone of your standing and achieve
ment should give weight to our work in which many eminent scientists, 
world renowned artists and well knovm educators have already participated . 
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lf.ay I ask you therefore to kindly consent to deliver 
an opening address for The Humanists at the aforementioned place and 
date on a subject of your oYm choosing and connected VQth the general 
welfare of mankind as a whole. I greatly appreciate the sacrifices 
you may have to make in order to accept this invitation, and I assure 
you that your unselfish assistance and help will not only stimulate a 
worthy and socially important cause, but it wall greatly contribute, 
I hope, to the intensification of our objective work for survival and 
progress. 

Sincerely yours, 

lrl'h~ 
D. M. 1\f.ORANDINI 

Present Director of The Humanists 
DMM/K 
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Mr. D, M. Morbndini 
The Humanists 
6128 Selma Avenue 
Los .Ar1geles 28, Ct~li.fornia 

Dear Mr . Morandini: 

July 11, 1950 

Many thanks f'or yolll' kind letter of June 19. 

Unfortunately I do not ~la.n to be on the West Coast 

in September and will, therefore, not be able to 

deliver the addre.ss sue;gestect in your letter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Sr.ilard 
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August 29 , 19 50 

Institute Rad:::_obioloe;y and Biophysics 
'University of Chica~o 
Chica~o 37 , Illinois 

:Jear Doctor Szilard: 

OFFICE HOURS 

10-12 AND 2-3 WEEK DAYS 

Our srlendirl new hone at 2307 South Union Avenue, Los -~nt:eles , will 
be o:'ficially cledic~ted for Eumnist use on September 2)~th . During the 
past months an intensive prosran of becmtific<"tion And re ecoration has 
heen ~oin._, on. o~e are very pro1Hl of onr nen q_uarLers, and I am sure thA.t 
all of our friends ·will be hap:...,:r 'lr.i. th ns. 

In this divided world of ours, it is essentiAl t.l-1at all r>ndec>vor 
1::e ur::;ently enploycd to work for snrvival and the savinc oi essential 
hm1an values . -, ith faith in : .. an and the belief tbat the scientific 
attitude , v1hen supplerr:entecl vli th coocl will, feelin:::; , anc' et'lical intec
rity, The Eurnanists have succeedecl i_n creatine in people. a ver;y deep 
interest in our work , and are acting as c.?.tc:tl"rtic acents in the .develop
ment of an c:tttitnde for uorl(t 1mity and the betterment of life on earth . 

In our reGular weekl~r pro~rams, Sunday after Sunday, as ·well 2 s in 
our numerous other activities, ,--e shall continue to work for survival 
and hunan betterment botJ in our nateri.?l and sriri t11al C1.spects, and 
we need the support of everyone Yvhose thout:hts and endeavors ?re vmrkin::;, 
constantly for aims similar to ours . 

I:a~r I ask.you , therefore , to assist the launchine; of onr new progran 
on September 2l•th by sending us a fevr kind lines of e:rcouracement ~vrhich 
we cotLld read. to our large audience at the opening r•tec~tinc in September. 

~-;i tlc nost sincere t lank . .._. for your unselfish assistance of a uorth
uh:i.le cause . 

Sincerely ~rours , 

l . 1 • : 0~~' :T)~'ri 
Jirector - ~ 10 ::unanis ·,s 
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