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dr. Smolka Janos 
Budapest VIII. 
Rak6czi ut 59. 

Kedvee ~reg Baratom, 

1956 november 23. 

ideetova 5o eeztendeje annak, bogy beirat­
koztunk a Szaaz ~lemibe. EB al !omb61 amugyie udv~zo1n1 akar­
ta1ak, mint le~h eaebb oazta1ytareunkat, nem tudtam, ho~y a 
bekovetkezett szamomra tra~ikus eeem~nyek aiatt ezt a leve1et 
se~e1ykeresre fo~om !e1haeznaln1. 

1945-ben az akkori boabazasok kovetkezte­
ben mindenem elpueztult es aoat ujra eulyos karok erteko Ro­
moe 1akaeban, ablak, ftitea nelktil al1ok es beloves kovetkezte­
ben !iam, !else~e· es eajat ruhasazekrenytink is elpueztult. 
Arra ~ondoltam, hO!Y aoet miutan mindenutt ~yUjtenek a magyar­
sa~ javara, bizony,ra van kapcsolato valaaelyik se~elyszervhez 
va~y a Neazetkosi Voroskereszthez es me~teezed, hosy szaaoara 
kUlon p6stacsoma~ban azerze1 valaailyen se~itseget. Vasut, re­
pti1~~ep me~ nincsen, ho~y e levelet aikor ktildhetem el, nea 
tudoa, de megiroa, ho~y els~ a1kalomma1 elaenjen. Ruha-kabat­
szovetre, pokr6cra ea elleleare lenne sztikee!ea es arra kerlek 
ho~yha ez nea tu1 terhee szaaodra, intervenialj erdekembeno 
Vaa aoat nincaen, ugy ho~y a csoma~hoz konnyen juthatok hozza, 
ha addi~ nem fa~yunk me~. Cip~szaa !erfi 43, n~i 37. 

Ne hara~udj Le6kam, ho~y e~ykori baratea!un­
kat aost 11yen ee~e1ykereere haezna1om fel, de. tatan me~erted 
helyzetemet es nem veezed rosez.neven. 

. A sok pusztulas utan ie ae~5riztea !Yerekkori 
emlekkonyvemet, aae1ybe 19o8-ban nehany em1eksort irtal, ~yere­
kes irasealo Gyerekkori kepeink is megaaradtak. Szaez Iren ee 
Lukacs ·bacei elnek, legalabb is az esemenyek el~tt eltek, me~ 
lep5en kittin~ allapot-ban, pedi~ nyo1cvanadik e1etevUket tapr 

ask. 
El~re is ha1asan koszoni faradozaeodat 

o reg bara t'Od· 
I 

~. 

1\ 
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December 12. 1956. 

D ar Esther, 

y br~thPr read ~e your letter . Clearly y u are aced w th a 
dif'ficult deeiaio of ;hare to settle now and unfortunately 
Y"'U will hava to make this decisi~"'~n rather in a hurry. 

Pr· f . iill1am Doering, of' Yale University , New Haven, Conn., who 
is al3 '"' director oJ.._.Jhe Hickrill ChoL ical Rosearci1 t;tcundation, 
654 Tad:~c~ venue;' "las advised ne that he ishe to a.xploy you 
in the research labo't'atory of the Foundat ion in Kat liah, ' .Y. 
(The Hickr111 'i'01Jr1dati n tal<es part :tn the state D~:~ ,artment' s 
exc~ange pr ram.) 1he1r research laboratory in l~tonah is close 
to v. he1•e rny brother lives 1:1nd is about 30 mi'l'lutes by c<'~. muter­
train .fx• '11 New York City. 'l'hey are working on 1ntere"!t 
problat'rlS t"ltSre ~.n organic s y'1the s ts -- pure research ~:!. t'lOnt 
any concer 1 e.bout direct 1ndustrial applicat1 ns. 

If ynu advise my brother at 300 Washington Av~nue, Pleasantville • 
~ . Y., by cable that y u would like D:t"'. I:oering to adv1so you by 
telegram or letter of his offer, Dr . Doering will ao advise 
yf)u. If 1 t ~s neces ~ary fo:r yr u to !!lovo f s ter than tlli s pro­
cedure per~its and 1f you wish to apply for tran . ortatinn to 
America at once, you may proceed to do so, o~ the basis of my 
letter alone, and you may also show this letter to tha American 
Consul in Vi~nna. 

I am cortain that 1f y0u come ho1,e you will ind everybody in 
t h is c0untry eager to be help.t'ul to you in tho emE\r6 enoy situa­
tion in which you find yourself. 

W th 1nd ~egards, 

. 1es Esther Scheiber 
Hartackerstraaae 73 
Wien 19. 

Sincerely, 
/ A 

::z~ 
Leo szilard 

(Professor of Biophysics) 



P.S . 

I wish to say a few more t hings to you which I did not want to put into 
the main body of the letter which you may have to use at the American 
Consula te. 

I realize that a decision in which c untry to live is a very dif ficult 
one for you to make 1 and oh this point it is difficult to give advice . 
While wars are unpredictable I personally would not he sitate to stay 
in Europe today for fear that a war might engulf Western Europe. Much 
depends on whether you want to rely on your career or whether you 
think of get ting marriedywhen an opportunity arises . 

If you think you would be personally fond of Eng land, you night think 
of England as the co un try which has at pre sent the l~e~}t;}s~t:~olitical 
stability and the kind of civiliza tion which has for me ~·great a ppeal . 
If you think ynu might feel more at home in France or in Italy 1 I might 
try to g ive you a recommendation to some friends in Milan. However 1 
for a woman to eal:'n a living in a profession will be a very difficult 
thing eit her in F1,ance or in Italy . Therefore, if ~ is .what you 
want to do, there is for you now an almost unique opportunity in the 
u.s. 

In general it is quite difficult to oLtain a visa for a Hungarian to 
come to live he1•e , but right now you have a bOOd c hance - if yf'lu move 
fast - to be transported hore "on parole". This Plaans that you would 
be brought here by the u.s . Gov"rnnent and if y0u do not engage in 
any political activity you cun stay hore as long as you wish and have 
essentially the same rights as a permanent resident who comes here on 
an immigr ation visa. Hov.:ever, an long as you remain on parole yo u would 
have to keep the governmEJnt informed at all tii:les oi' your add1~ ss and 
you could not become a citizen. Your abi l ity to become a re gular 
resident and a citizen would presumably be determined by future legis ­
lation. 

Right now there is a strong determination here to help refugees from 
Hungary i n a J"flo st generous way. The Rocl{efeller :F'oundation is making 
available ~;·600 ,000 to universit iE's in order to onable them to accept 
Hungarian refugees. If you are i nt ere sted in learnin more chemistry 
1 t is like ly that you could obtain a fellows hip for 3 years and obtain a 
Ph.D . dagree in c hemistr y at one of our lead i ng univ6rsities. Dr . Doering 
is a friend of mine and a very nice pel~son. He will certainly give you 
an opportunity to do as good researchwork as you are capable of doing . 
If you are not really very much interested i n research and if you are 
not really enthusiastic about chemistry -Doering's laboratory is 
interested in intricate problems of organic synthes~s - then all this 
does not offer you very much of an attraction and~ other points of 
view might become more important for your decision. 

You might, of course, also consider the possibility of coming here now 
and of returning again to Europ if after 6 months or a year you decide 
that this it not the country in which you want to live. However, I fear 
tha t while you may now be free to choose between Italy, France , England, 
Austria and Western Germany, you may have no such choice open to yo~ 
if you first come here. 

You probably know that the most prosperous country in Europe today is 
Western Germany but for all I know y0u might not like to live there at 
all . This only you yourself can decide. All I can really say is tha t 
there is a unique opportunity right now to come here and 

perhaps You 
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should take this opr.ortunity pro6':!,.your profession is important 
to you. In othern~spects certain - in Europe might be more 
attractive to you, and if you think that you want to marry rather soon 
then the ques tion is of course whe •e wnuld ynu be more likely to find 
the kind of man in whom ynu might be interested . 

I think it wou ld help my thinking if I knew just what kind of 
chemistry you are interested in, and how much you are interested in 
it, and what kind of a general life- plan you have ~de for yourself 
before the present emer gency has arisen. In the absence of such 
information I find it impossible to give advice and can only communicate 
to you such facts as I believe you shf"luld know at the time :vhen you 
must make your decision. 

cuy 
I am traveling about and therefore I suggest that you address(your 
communica tions to my bl•other with whom I shall remain in contact. If 
you do not have anybody in Vienna with whom you can consult about 
matters of tllis so1•t, ynu might turn for advice to Professor .dans 
Thirring, or Professor Erwin Schr8dinger ana tell thom that I 

sug6eated that in an emergency you may discuss your emigration problem 
with them. You will find both very helpful and thoughtful pars ns. 

I do not :V..now Professor 'I'hirring's private address. Professor 
Schr8dinger's address is 

P&steurg&sse 4, Wien IX 

Y i ht 1 fi d b th f th tR~ . t 11 
ou m g a so n o o em _____ the Univers~ y~ Institut fur 

Tt).eoretische ~ysik. 
~ 
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January 18, 1957. 

Dear !.;c t h ~ r•, 

I heard frnm rny brothA:r~ t w. t you dec 1dect to s te.y in "";urope . I 

re _rot t hat c l"'TI t help y u fin i Cl&. l y t le w y l · ""uld like to do 

and as y~1 d aervo too helped . fa e a very dlfflcult retirement 

HowevGr , I all be pleased to lane y u 500. hich I hope will be 

enough to tide ynu over t 1t next 1 nn ths n ::10, 'i t-:i .h you ~ay ropa1 

at your c "'nvon iance d. t. in the 1s.xt 5 or 10 yBars. I f you c n do o more 

than l"e po.y ,.~50 a year I \7oul<" t ti 1 .r,. ~..~ rd t·1 t ae s ti.!ifactory . U I 

should die bofore JIOU have repaid your"d bt" y0u r:t!ly c0nt1nue to pay 

the remainder to ,,•r . or ~Tr s. 1-e tl" in l,f:Htvor. 

If thls 1s at.;rEHH> .. ·le tn 'OU an yo w nt ·o tn SPU yn t1 500 . you 

may Vlr1 te or cable to m,- br0th r end l ot h~LN know 1n ·~hat mHnner y u 

want the monoy to be transfo 1' d . _ stu:ll aon t ·m a 0:1 ~·of tr.:.s 

letter, he w111 transfer th~' aoney to you and I s hall r oimbursa him 

subseque . tly. Attac hed you w"l l find a letter which I h~ve w1•1tten to 

a friend in .!1lan , U1colo Vir.c ~nti. He is ~11 ~ . D . who beca'D.e a micro­

biologist but hA is n C"W in busines s c ("'lnnected with one of the larc;est 

Italian dru houses in soMe vay a nd in addition he is trying to build 

up a small business of his own. If you would lU· to live and w rk 1n 

Italy rite to Visconti as S('lon as you r ecoive tb s letter. 

iss ·~sther Sche 1ber 
Hartaokerstrasse 73 
Wien 19 

co. Dr • . , .Silard 
300 ~ashington Ave . 
Pleasantv111 y 



Miss Esther Scheiber 
Hartaeherstr. 73/b 
Wien XIX~ Austria 

Dear Esther~ 

Februa~ 12~ 1957 

I have your letter of February 5th~ Concerning the 

loan of $500., about which I wrote you in my last letter, it will 

be at your disposal at any time -v.r1thin the next three years under 

the condition - as I wrote you before - that you pay it back when 

you can by January 1967 ~ and that if I should die before this time 

you pay the remainder to my sister~ Rose D:!tre. You need not be 

eoncemed that I shall m1ss this amount. My present salary is 

quite adequate, and my only difficulty is that I was n~t able to 

save enough towards my retirement. University professors here have 

no pension and the arrange-ment for retirement income is not a tis­

faotor.v in my ovm particular case. 
Now it is entirely up to you whether you w nt this 

money now or \•Ihether you want to eave 1 t for some later emergency. 

Y0 u may use this money any way you please 1 and you may use it to 

buy an apartment. I f'ully understand that you would like to have 

your parents with you and that you consider buying an apartment 

for the purpose that they can stay l'1ith you either temporarily 

on a v:te1t or permanently if they decide to remain in Vienna. 

I have ver.y strong d~ubts 1 however1 that this would be a wise 

couree of action to take. M1 doubts are based on the following 

considers. t1.ons: Today the s1 tua tion in Hungary is very bad, and 

in such circumstances it is difficult for you to imagine that th1nga 

will improve within a year or two. Ot course, nobody can predict 

what will happen but, inasmuch as 1t is quite clear that it has 

become unprofitable for Russia to keep Hungary as a colony1 it 

seems to me rather likely that there will be some accommodation. 

It is even conceivable that the Russians will move out of Hungai',Y 
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within two years . This., of course, does not mean that Hungary 

will neaeaaarily attain the kind or political stabilit¥ which 1a 
a necessary condition for general well-being. Admittedly all 

these things are uncertain but you have to balance against these 
uncertainties the fact that your father has apparently a stable 

position and the kind of independence which goes with a professor­

ship at a university . Once you are accuatomed to such indepen­

dence., 1t is very difficult to adjuat .,. fow a. man of your fatherta 
age ~ to the kind of dependence which chamote~izea the position 
or an industrial ebemiat. Therefore, unleso he has a chance to 
obtain a profeaaorshi abroad , he might be very uro1appy 1f he left 
Hungary. 

Of all this I cannot be cet'tain1 of course,. for I 
do not know anything about his professional standing, and if he 

is intern tionally known aa a chemist, perhaps it might be possi­

ble for him to get a p!'lofeasorahip abroad. This, ho\'lever, does 

not appear to me t .o be likely. 
The situation is ve1, different for young people like 

you are, There eve r'Jbody is t-1111 ing to pitch in and help . .:;,uoh 

1$ the behavior of Homo sapiens. 
N{)W to change the subject.; I have a request. I am 

told that l.t is possible to send Pl"e&ents to Hunge,uy up to March 
lst dut:y free. This does not leav·e enough t1me to send a paokage 

from here ., and so I would like to ask you to send some packages 

from Vienna. In order to cover the e~pensea, I shall send y~u $100 . 
which I would like you to use r ·or thi ' purpose . Keep $20 . out of' 

this sum for yourself as your o·ompensation for the service which you 

are renQ.ering., The remainder I would like you to use as follows: 
~ . , , 

Send to Dr . Smolka Janos ,. Buda.p~st VIII ,. Rakoozi ut 59, one wann 
blanket of good q,ual1ty wool; one pair of shoes , solid and durable 
rather than t'ancy, for a man No . 4 3; and similarly one pair for a 

woman, No. 37 . Send also enough woolen material for a man's coat 
and for a man's suit . I do not know how much all this will cost, 
but having bought all this and reserved $20 . for yourself, please 
use any remaining money to buy something for L1ncs1 Vidor, Liszt 
Fe:rene ter 2 -- whatever you think woulcl really be useful for her. 
If vou can think of nothing else, pemaps you oan aend her ooffee 



wh1eh she might trade for other goods, or else cigarettes for the 

same purpose. 
If it ia possible and reasonable to send food from 

Vienna to Budapea t, you may send rood to both Dr . Smolka and 

Lincs1 Vidor . 

I will f1nd out how beat to send you $100. for the 
purpose of these purchases 1 and you should reeei Ye this money 

shortly after receipt of this letter. I appreciate your belp in 

making these purchases and sending 'the paoka.ges to Budapest . 

With kind regards ~ 

m 
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Miss Esther Scheiber 
Ha rta ckerstra sse 73/B 
\Vi en 

Dear Esther_, 

March 25_, 1957 

Your l e tter r eache d me with some del ay because I 

am away from Chica go. I will have to write you today 

briefly_, and I hope to write you more in detail some other 

time. 

Plea se have the stuff which you bought in Vienna 

for Lincsi_, transmitted to Alice Danos. I think you handled 

the matter just exactly right. I pl an to send you tomorrow 

a s you requested in your l e tter an interna tiona l money order 

for $100. 

With kind rega rds_, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szila rd 



.. 
Ma rch 25 , 1957 

P.S. I have s ent you today an interna tiona l money order for $100. Could 

you pl ease a cknowl edge the rece i pt of this sum a s a loa n ? 

I have been t a lking to Bela about your father's problem. To me it 

seems tha t the country,in whi ch he most likely could live happily, is Engla nd. 

~fue the r he could ge t ther e a job - pe rhaps t eaching in high school or in one 

of the b e tte r-class boa rding schools (cal led "public schools") - I don't know. 

I have been away f rom ~ngland so long that I can't even guess anything in 

this res pect . The most prosperous country in Surope is, of course, Germany, 

a nd from a pure ly economi c point of view he might be best off in Germany, but 

he may not like the Ge rmans and might be quite unhappy there. 

I understand that something will b e done over here to bring over from 

among refugees in Vienna chemists , physicists and engine e rs in preference to 

others. The refore, if you should change your mind you might ha ve anot he r op­

portunity to come here. Perhaps you ought to make an effort to ge t a more ac­

cura te view about life over here before you final ly make up your mind about 

this. It is very likely that your conception of American life b ears little 

resemblance to rea lity. I do not know however who in Vienna could help you 

in this respect. 

Since your father is t eaching a t the University, I a ssume tha t this 

makes him automatically a member of the communis t party. This would not pe r s e 

bar him from coming over here unless he was politica lly a ctive in the party be­

yond the call of duty. The s ame holds muta tis mutandis for your mother. 

However, since your father isabout 56 yea rs old a nd since r etirement age is 

65 in most positions, he might find it r athe r difficult to make an adjustment 

a nd even though it would seem likely tha t he could easily find a sa tisfa ctory 

position over he re, particularly since the r e is a cute shortage of high school 

tea che rs in science, I am more ce rta in that he would do well to come ove r 

here than I am in your own ca se. Sorry tha t I can make only va gue rema rks 

and am unable to give any clea r-cut advice . 



PURCHASER'S RECEIPT 



~tss ,s ter Scheiber 
nartac kerstrasse 73/ B 
'lien • 

• ear• Ester, 

~rc h ~, 5 , 1957 . 

Your letter reached me w:.th S0mo dela y because I am 

away from Chic o. o . - I v i l have to ~ ~ rite yr·u tnday briefly • 

and I hope to v;rite Y'"~U rr.o:r•e i n detail some other ti!tte. 

Please have t he stuff whi ch y u bought in Vienna f r 

Linc~d , transmi. tted to Alice Det:nos . I t ink ynu handled the 

mat t er just exactly ri ~ht. - I plan to send yru tonr"l:r ow as 

you requested in your letter an international m ney order fnr 

.WlOO . 0 0 . 

With kind regards , 

Sincerely , 

Leo Szila rd 



March 2£ 1957. 

P. S . 

I have sent you t oday an in~ernati0nal m0ney order for $100 . Cou ld you 

please acknowledge t he re ceipt of this sum as a loan . 

I have been t alking to Bela about you r father's problem. To me it 

seems that t he country in which he most like l y could live happily , is 

England. Whether he c ou ld get t her a job - perhaps tea ching in high s chool 

or in one af the bet t er class boarding schoo ls (called "public schools" ) 

I d0n 't know . I have been away from England so long that I can't even guess 

anything in t his respec t. The mos t prosperous country in Europe is, of 

course , Germany , and from a purely economic point of view he might be 

best off in Germany , but he may not like the Germans and might be quite 

unhappy yhere . 

I undArstand that something will be done over here to bring over from 

among refugees in Vienna c hemists , physic ists and engineers in preference 

t o ot hers . Therefore, if you should c hange your mind ynu might have another 

opportun i ty to come here . Perhaps you ought to make an effort to get a more 

accurate view about life over here before you finally make up your mind 

about this . It is very likely that your conception of Ame rican life bears 

little r esemblance to reality. I do not know however who in Vie nna c ou ld 

help you .in th i s respect. 

Since your father is teaching at the Un iversity I assume that this make s 

him automatica lly a member of the communist party ~ This wou ld not per ae 

bar him from coming over here unless he was politically active in the party 

beyond the call of duty . The same holds mutatis mutandis for your mother . 

However , since your father is about 56 years old and since retirement age 

is 65 in most positions, he might find lt rather difficult to make an ad­

justment and even though it would seem likely that he could easily find 

a satisfactory position over here , particularly since there is a cute 
shor tage of high school tea cher s in science, I am more certain that he 
would do well to come over here than I am 1n your own case. Sorry that 
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Mi s Esthe~ Sc~oiber 
fo.hringo1 .. str.. 'Jo 
li n I X, AuotrJ.. 

Dear Esther., 

July 2 , 1957 

Rozsi sent me various letters which you wrote 

her . Your ple..n to go to Oxford_, I thin.lt_, is very goo , and 

I hope it :111 come off. I £ you can go by way of Gennany 

and oec some thing or people there, this would be very esira­

ble also because you 't'tould be able to form an impression of 

the only country ~thich could offer major economic dvo.nce ant 

to chemists to aet le there ~ 

'n-te ~ pur_)one of' my pre.J.wnt ~tter is to ask 

you to write me - fe\'1 1 nos t o say u1ethe you have rec iv d 

this letter still in Vienna. If ~u did;, I would like to 

a-k you to send to a cousin : 
L ci Ring 
Budapest XIV 
Telepeo V'. 12 I.(._ 
Hungar:r 

,. ateve r he wanta up to a total or $50. I you can do this., 

I will then send you a money o:t" er f or ,.60 ., of \ihich $10. 

represents your t'fee ,, • 

I expee~ to be early in September in ~gland~ and 

if you are still in Oxfo~d at that tim , 1 t m knot'l wh r I 

can find you. Later in September a.11d early in October, I llill 

be in Gennany. Whether I ean come to Vienna on this occasion 

I do not yet know. 
With kind regards, 

Your. , 

Leo Szilard 

m 



~ss Esther Scheiber 
Wahringeratr. 60 
Wien IX, Austria 

Dear Esther, 

July 18, 1957 

r~ny thanks for your (undated) letter. I have 

sent you today a money order for $60., of \'lhich $10. is your 

fee and the rest is to be used for the support of Laszlo Ring . 

MY travel plans are never fixed until the very 

last minute and, therefore, it VlOUld be a mistake for you to 

try to adjust to them . However, as far as I kncw1, I shall be 

some time around the middle of September in England, and if you 

will let me have your address there I shall try to contact you . 

If you are in Bern, you are on the German frontier 

and I think you might want t ·o aross over for a fe ~ days into Ger­

many because if you do you will probably gain a rather strong 

general impression and this might influence later on your deci­

sions. 

Leo Szilard 

m 
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Fr. 
Esther Scheiber 
1:1 i e n IX 
wafir1ngerstraiTe 6o 

Liebe Es~her , , 

Zwe i Suchan: 

4. Bezember 1957 

1. ) Ioh war in T 'bingen nnd babe mir dort die bei en grossen 
Max- Planc k - Institllte , i . e . das Institut fue r Biologie und das In­
stitut fuer Virusforschtmg an~esehen. Ich finde en Ge:ls t dort aus ­
ge?ejchnet . Prof. Schafer arbeitet in den Gewebskultnren und :ich 
dach~e m·r dass , wenn Sie wirklich diese Techn1k lernen wollen , Sie 

- --- ven tll el Ai)f secbs Monate' htngehan konnten. Ob sich dA.s wirklich 
-einric hten laBt , weiss io h natlirlich nicht . Der Bedarf der deutschen 
Ind ust rie frJ · r biologisch ausgebildete Krafte 1st r;ering und obzwar 
ich ftirchte, dal3 das at1ch in England der .B,all 1st , so glaube ich doch, 
dal3 Ihr Plan, nach London zu gehen, gut ist . Nur scheint es mir wahr­
schein]jcher, daB Sie in einer.J Forschungsinstitut dn t~uberkommeo 
und sich wohlftlehlen koenren , als in der Indus trie . Ttibingen kame 
also lediglich als eine Zwischenstntion in Froge , wo Sie sb h Kennt­
nisse eneipnen konnen . Es gibt aber a 1ch, glaube ich , starKe Argumente 
dafuer , von Wj en d irekt na ch LonC:orl zu gehen . Schrei ben S ie mir , wie 
Ihre Plane sioh entwickeln. 

2 .) Ioh babe im Pr inzip lae Absicht , _LA ci Ring iro ] onat $ 10.-
zu schic en. Ich 

schic ~t hRben und 

ihm noch schicken 

nehme an , S i e •n sscn , wann tmd wievie 1 S 1 e ihm ge­
konnen auf dieser Grundlage berechnen , wieviel Sie 
mlissen , nm ihm bis zum 30.6. nachsten Jah:res zu 

versorgen. Schioken Sie ihm bit -l_; e den Eet rag nioht monatlich sondern 
anf einmal. Schreiben Sie mir bitte , wieviel ich Ihnen fuer Jiesm 
Zweck Uber~?ejs en sell und euf welchem .fege . Ich werde dann , wie 
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Ublich , 20% dazuaddieren "for service" . Sie erreic en mich ~r 
Adresse Prof . Max v. Laue, Faraday Weg 4-6, Berlin-Dahlem. 

Mit hc rzlic hen Grues. en, 

• S. Die Adres. e in 13udanest is t : 
Ring Laszlo 
Budanest XIV 
Teleoes U. 12 I 4 

Ihr, 

Leo Szilard • 

Vielleicht kBnnen Sie ibm schreiben und fragen , wie er das 
Geld Uberwiesen haben mochte, damit Sie es gleic h liberweis en 
konnen, ~enn Sie es von mir erhalten. Ich selbst babe nicht 
die Abs jcht, mit ibm zu korresnondieren. 
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You o.r ta! n eone rni g your viP on ani ~ ~ tis ue cult r s. 

'or in tn.nce, i you worli .ith rm· . 1 viruA you will I to u 

anim 1 t.i sue cultures., h t moRt of the or i d on e lttr s whie 

h ve leon lopt goin invitro yenrs . Inch of th orl on 

viru. · . il'l ! on , for i n. t nee, on J ~ cells ori inall · d rived r 

ma.Ugnant hu 1 tunor, ot.c . ll t he r r occ l!!ion · h n ti•su. ve 

to ~ e ol~tn.ine< tle no o trom citici bryo, .to., ther l!lf o ld e no 

difficulty to ar rue that not you, but omeone o ~ , ill pr par t e 

first culture 1\n you c n th .n 10 tlte u culturing lat ron. I 

re lly tbi tft t your i oas on this sul ·ect are not 

fac~ , and .s l~ng ns you oat ny Bt t 11, v n tJo gb rnr ly , you 

cannot obj ct in principl to qo one lAo doing the ti~y wo or ou. 

I t.o.li!ed to Alexander Haddow a out yo tr problC' , and h ugg ~=:tel 

tllft.t you rite to hi fro VieDM. or n yon o.r . in London, n he will 

'try to tt i . 0 RO tJting ti t i ,.llt lt sui ta.lJl or you. I told hi 

frn.nkly r u.t yotr ~itunt'o i9 nt thn. t rou ig t be iUin to tart 

your worf a 'tecT.nicin. in , om~ co enitl.l gr up if t tis will not r 

your la.tcr ploym. nt in tl high r entmcity. 'o'J ill 1 ve to write to 

1 ddow i dct.ail 1 tting now wh _t l i d tro yo ve 1 doi 

in t.h paet RO tltr t I1 can .fm ge whet!, r you wi 11 it him l e t. I 

kno-. Haddow t .irly ell, out 11 i not a. clo e friend of ine. Re i 

gen r lly regarded a v ry hclpf 11 tt.n nd h d nr your con ifl~>nc • 



TJe nclo,. d at,~tionery givc~t yo lladdo ... •s correct addr s ud ti tlcs. 
you write to 1~ dow, end a copy of your 1 tter to M' sa tliz P.th 

SimpRon; 5 Old Dtrlington Str et, Londo •••• ' - _· 1 {\ cov ring 
letter of yours entionin{~ y w• e. is Simpson i n ol ir'end of .ine 
who is offici 11 · eoncernct ith the plnci f ref gee scienti ts d you 
will find her ry helpful • . 

I going to al. N.W. Pirie, F R.s., !tot 

Harpenden t ncrt.s' hetb r t' ey lght Ul you. 

ton E ql rimental Station, 

Piri i a t er extra-

ordinary chap whom I persor 11: like very much n. wito bas o d on plant 
virttRiHl a d w1lo ~or A at preA" t on the xtr· etion or roteinn fro le Y s. 

Tl1is h work o gr at potentif\1 import nc • 

H rpendeu iA n~ar Lomlon . t t.rninfl t e t irty inut s fro st. 
p nero.s Station. Slo, t.r i s ta e one our. I r ember i:.Ttat yo o.icl 

you woul'l pr·fer to 1 ive in London, llut orkin~ with Pirie sllonl b gr t 
fun a. p r'np yo ig1t ctoon 0 · in~ ith I 1.1 r t'h r i:.ll\n wort i wi tl 

eo cono ebc in 1 ondon. I do not l nov 1\ yet , how ver , I at biA ro ction 
y Le. 

Coneorni r . Jti , 1 do not ·i ft to h ve ny corroRponrteocr. with hi t 

but I c n tran er 3 60 dir ctly to a.ny addrcse in la.nd ( i tha.i:. i t e 
wo.y tJds matter honld be bnndlo ) just n. e aily a. tra.01~ rrin , it t you. 

Wh t. 1 sho tld li you to do 1 ju t. t.cll me wi a t I llo.v to do in tl i 
r spect aft r you h vo clenred it 'Fit Ur. i • An &fMition 1 of 

20~ will ho i:.ro.n err d to you for your sorvic~ A. 1 el 11 retu • ro 
Lent on to erlin for n Rhort ti c., n.n• i you vri te tt ore, 

at tJ1e Hot l Steinpl1 t?:, Steinpl t!i':, Ilcrlin-Cha.rloti:. nhur 

be nti 1 y arri v 1. If ;ou wri i:.e to . o t my ft.l.1ov 

ddresaed to 

, your 1 tt r wi 11 

Lon on (lr " 



and if you do it right awa.y, there is some chance t hat your letter ill 

ca.tcb me here, but this is not cer tain. llowevar, if there i anything 

I co.n do in London for you you J ad t .. tter write right away to tJlis o.ddress. 

Yours, 

Leo Sdlo.rd. 

P.~. l ju t. talked to N. W .. Pirie aud be said the following: if you 

want to work rtt 'Rott. st.ed, writ dir .etly to Sir William Ogg, 

Rotb.a.m ted Experimental Station, IU..rpenc en, HE>rts, and tn~ntJ on thnt 

you arc inter sted in working on plant virus 8 .. Do ot ention Pirie '~ 

nu.me. Sir William Ogg will refer your lettP- r to two men who are in 

charge of pl not viru eA, nd on of them is Pirie. 

1 mentioned to Pirie that p r haps you igl. t li~e to liv in . .o don 

anf commute to Jlarpende and he s id that thiA would not do tt n.ll, for 

eXl rience shows t hat thoae who Ata rt ont this way invariably later on 

get a job in London rather l!loon, and the Rotbam ted Experimental Stntion 

doe not want to employ sue t people. 

One important 1 boratory in Lon{on i~ the Nation~l In titut for 

edie 1 Research, The Ridge•ay, N • • 7. This i loc ted in the lill Hill 

district, rathe r on the out kirta of London. 

but 

It i a y ry good 1 b., 



but I am a.fr id t ey occ f4io ally expcrim •nt on animal • You would 

h ve t o write to Sir C' rlcs Harrington, .R.~., '11ho I do not Tmow. 

My own feelin' is th t you hnd Lett~r eome to London for another 

visit soon ra her than try to solve thi~ prohle l.y corre.o;;ponc ence 

alone. 



aaaa,eat, 1958. janu&r 22. 

1 e i v e a L e 6 t 

Bazter, ~,, . a •· ll6U.JMa-, Yelt sz1Yea •Di••• a Nazare eiy nacj­
rent•••'cu '• •••~ a yenatkez£.-.n R'az••~•l nacylelk• ••&•~t4at ta• 
aasit6 elhat~ez£aeir61 'rtealten1 '• a na1ekaan k&Jett •Ja•• level•­
••• a&r aa •1•' kenkrlt lnt,zk•••··· aectirt,nt't la jelezte. 
Azt hlazea, t1azt'aan •acy•k azzal, h•&Y a heaazu levelek elY&aaa(ra 
Alnaa 1'''' ... az 'rzela's azavaknak nea vaiJ kefveltJe; ez,rt •••­
t£8 ecyaz•Pien aenaek Nek .. vel .. kaJaaelates elhat~a&aea,rt l&aa&a 
a&l .~. klszinetet .~ 
Aaint azt a~ eleve '8 ereietlle& ia han&aulyeztaa, a.a,rt'k.ae;hat&­
r••'a at teljeaen a Te aaett lehet'•'&eiire, fvalaaiat aell,keaen az 'n 
sz••'lyem Altalai aecaUlt 'rtlkel'•'re/ aiztaa '• ezeket aest 18 t.an­
tartva, szeretn'k aaaan a t•~taan lenni, h•i7 a ~tentiek tiiY•l•a••­
"'t•l'v•l·, Al talaa ae;ha tarezett "keret", Sa'-tMra ~- jel.r1t ;yaker­
latila& ely eml1t,area,lt6 ••&terheltet,et, aaely e&yaen en&ea is ki­
neoll teaz,lyezhetne. Ba-.en a fel teteleze•••n, 's ••••n a r•'ny•en 
kiszinla t•h't iaaetelten ••& elhat~es&aeaat '•ae&it' keaas'a•••t; 
aaely az'-eara, ·••zint'• ez6lva- igen aekat ea azt hiazea ainaeaeaet­
re tt•••t jelent, aint aaennylt Te annak tulajaenltaa,l. 
Bzzel kaJeaelataan '• ezzel a t'a&val •r. .. ,lh•t,le&-, n•• 11 kell, 
teh't nea ls kiY'-lak, T'i•••t a t8Y&-.aiak-.an terhelni; ehhez •••tan 
azt szeretn'm hezz~Uznl, he&J aaennyl-.en, -azem,lyl aalyetn&l tec.a 
'• tlY,r-a,tyi ••t•ly~ea javaara tirt'n' lataayetea'••l, 111. ja.aa­
ra tlrt,n·4 'rv,nJea1t's'vel-, azlYe• Yelnal B,l,t, a Tltfhez haseD16 
tel'll4ju '• •'rt,k1l elhat&rea£ara r'•trn1, •&J, -a ketta e&yatteaen•, 
ae&ellian' az'-•ra .. Jolmle&l 'letea aul;,es Jreal,a&it; an,lkU, ll•&J 
-azt hlazea• •&ra8lJ1 teknek kUinlak'J•n tsrbere vala'k. Alllnt ain•• 
ezek~·l latha t6 ,- aranyla&- nea elyan neh'z 's terilea •ei1 teni helyzete­
•eD ,. rajtaa; aklhez, elY,&re,n,mi klzitlk ae&la van;'a cenielea, 
tal{n annak t•iata, h•iY ezt mectett,tek, alaenyes lelki ••anyu&v&at 
111nfkettltlkn•k Jelen ten•. ta talh ez 1a valaal ?I 
I .. ,telt aek klazlnettel, aekazer a~'lyeaen U«vlzlllek '• 

ll:.llek : 
;r.,r;. 

~eaves velna, -ha,/nyilv'n/ naay '8 fentes m&a ir~nyu elfeclafta'ce« 
ellen,re; irn&l /«1kt4l.ng,l/ nek• 1a11't ,&r sert, s~••'l:rea h•&Jl,te«­
r,l, ata.\ valamint arra venatkezOan ia, heiy k'sz V&iY-• •~•k••••n 
n'h~y ,&rtfe&" az6t emelni B'lan&l. •'.t ~ 

~. 
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Mis s Esther Scheiber, 
v~hringerstrasse, 60, 
IEN, IX. 

Dear Esthe~, 

March 20, 1958 . 

I have your letter in whi ch you reported the negative 

reply that yov have received from Rothampsted Experimental 

Stati on . I believe it ould be damaging for you to keep on 

;TYing to find a posi tion in England by correspondence. I, 

-myself, would be quite reluctant to hire anyone whom I had 

not met personally. 'nclosed you ill find two letters or 

introduction, which you might use when you ge t to London . 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard. 
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