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UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 

BO U LDE R,COLORADO 

PRES I DENT .S OF Fl CE 

December 29, 1950 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Univer8ity of Colorado 

My dear Professor Szilard: 

\1 ith the approval of the Board of 
Regents of the University, I am happy to inform 
you of your appointment as Visiting Professor of 
Bioph:rsics in the School of t:edicine on a part
time basis effective with the boginnin~ of the 
Winter Quarter of 1951 vrith a total salary at 
the rate of ;?4,500 a year on a twelve-month 
basis . 

This appointment is for one year . I 
hope it may be possible, if it proves agreeable 
to yourself and to both Universities concerned, 
to continue your visiting appointment for further 
periods of time . 

Will you kindly report to the Payroll 
Accountant in the Business Office in order to fill 
out. the withholding tax certificate as required by 
federal law. 

I shall be glad to receive your accept
ance of this appointment . 

S
. /} 

'~:Zi.~~ 
Robert L. Ste'lrns 

- l ..,y, 



Mr. Robert L . ... tee..rns 
Presiaent ' s Off i ce 
Univers i ty of Coloraao 
Boul er, Col or ado 

Dear r . 8 t .::ta rns : 

1155 E Et 57th St r eet 
Chica5o 57, I l l i nois 
J anuory 1~ , 1951 

I vfisl: to thank you i or your le ... tor of iJecember 29 i ru. ormi n,... me 

v± t.ry a J_;- ointment oi Vi si tine.. frofeseor of Biophysics i n the School 

o.t Medi cine on a ~,..c; rt- tiwe basis and to s y ~,h~:. t I E.o.IIl hap y t.o a ccey t 

this av.t-'ointm.ent .. 

Sincerely y ours , 

Leo Szilard 

wv 



Dr . Robert L. Stearn 
President, Boettch r Fo\Uld&tiosr·. 
828 ?eventeenth Street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Dr. Stearns s 
.5. • c J' .... 

The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

King ' e Crown Hotel 
420 ~•st ll6th Street 
New York , Mew "York 

' t ~ -

Denver - March 4, 1955 ~ 

I was sorry that I could not catch you before you left for California 

on your vacation. I am enclosing e. copy of the Letter to the Editor which 

appeared in the New York Times on February 6 and which was reprint d qy the 

Denver Post. 

My letter proved to be somewhat of a boomerang. Having appealed to 

others to do something; it seems that people now expect me to do something. 

I may have no choic~ now but to try, until I can prove that it cannot be 

done or at least that I cannot do it. 

The enclosed memora%!dum gi vee you an idea of what it is that I might 

want to try to do. Naturally , I also have some preconceived notions as to 

the basic premises from which such a group would start and as to the kind 

of conclusions with which they might emerge. 

I wonder whether the Boettcher Foundation would be interested in helping 

to BUpport such a project, and I realize that you will probably need some 

further information before you can even tentatively give your personal 

opinion on this point . 

I expect to be back East some time after March 14th, and shall be for a 

while at least in New York at the King's Crown Hotel, 420 Fest 116th Street, 

telephone University 42700. Perhaps you can drop me a line at your 
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convenience, Htdieating your t~n~tive reaction~ so that I may know 

whether you are interested at all. 

With best ~~shes, 

.. ( 

Enclosures 

l 

l 

Leo Szilard 
l c 
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Dr. Ro~rt L, Steara• 
President, Boettch r Foundation 
826 Seventeenth street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Dr. Stenrnsr 

- C' 

The University of Chicago 
Chicago 371 Illinois 

King ' s Crown Hotel 
420 '...'est ll6th street 
New York , New York 

D nr • March 7, 1955 

I was eorry that I could not catch you before you left for Califol"llia 

on your vacation. I nm enclosing a copy of the Letter to the Editor vhich 
• J ' 

appeared in the New YQtlc TilD8s on February 6 and which was reprinted hy the 

Denver Poet. 

}'tv 1 tter proved to be somewhat of a boomerang. Having appealed to 

others to do something, it seems that people nov expect me to do something. 

I may have no choice nov butto try, until I can prove that it cannot be done , 

or at least that I cannot do it. 

The enclosed t.femorandum gives you an idea of what it is that I might 

want to try to do. Naturally, I also have some preconceived otions as to 

the basic premises from which such a group would start and as to the kind of 

conclusions Yith which they might emerge. 

It is m.y hope that General Hester, or someone like him, would act as 

Secretary of the Commission described in the Memorandum. I ticipate no 

difficulty in finding a euitable university or some other tax exempt institution 

that will administer the funds needed for the \-.'Ork of the Commission. 

I wonder whether the Boettcher Foundation would be interested in helping 

to support such a project, and I realize that you will probably n8ed some 

fUrther information before you can even tentatively give your personal opinion 

on this point . 



J 

I expect to be back East some tiJile aftor He.rch 14th, and shall be for 
( , 

a vhile at Least at tb~ King'.s Crown Hotel, 420 West 116th Street, telephoDe 

University 42700. ferbape you. can drop m& a line at your convenience , 

indicating your tentativ reaction, eo that I may knov wbetbeP y~are 
•• I' • 

interested at all. 

With beet wisha , 
. , ... ~ 

Sincerely yours, 

o(.~; 
w I 

r Enclosures Leo Sz1lsrd 

u ~ o'i 
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Dr. Robert L. Stearns 
President, The Boettcher Fo~dati~ 
828 Seventeenth Street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Dr. stearns a 

King's Crown Hotel 
420 west ·ll~tli' street 
New York, New York 

,J 

March 14, 195 5 

Since I wrote you on March 7th, I had answers from Colin Clark 

JJO 

at Oxford, Father John Cavanaugh, and Marshall MacDuffie, of which 1 

am enclosing copies. I had, earlier to this, a favorable response from 

General Hugh B. Hester to whom I talked over the telephone. 

I am somewhat doubtfUl that any of the large Foundations would 

support a project which is as unconventional as the one I submitted to 

you. Unfortunately, I do not see how a less conventional approach 

could produce the desired results. I am, therefore, putting ~ hope 

more in the smaller Foundations, and no one of them could alone foot 

the bill. I estimate that an amount of one-hundred thousand to 

one-hundred and fifty thousand dollars would be needed in toto. The 

question I wish to raise is thies Would the Boettcher Foundation put 

up something between fifteen and twenty-five thousand dollars, which 

could be given to the University of Colorado for purposes of a study 

that would fora part of the total project. I ha~e not approached the 

University of Colorado about this so that I cannot tell you whether 

such a donation would be acceptable to them, but if you let me know 

that the Boettcher Foundation would seriously consider such a 

donation, I would take up the matter with the University of Colorado 



or else you, yourael(, -could .take it u_p with them directly. I am 
• 

grateful for the consideration which you are giving to this matter. 

With kind regards, ' I 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosure a t 
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Dr. Leo Szilard Page Two March 22, 1955 

With genuine regards. 

RLS:ABR 

SinGU;t~ 
Robert L. Stearns 
President 
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