
THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 

N E w YoRK 2 I , N . Y. 

O F FIC E OF THE PRES I DENT 

1 December 1956 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

It is always a great pleasure and stimulus to have you 
around the Institute and I hope that you will spend as much 
time with us as is possible. I have been especially interested 
in your plans for making formal arrangements to spend a consider­
able part of your time at the Institute while dividing your 
associations with us and the California Institute of Technology 
and perhaps another institution. This will give us great 
pleasure and benefit even though I regret the necessity to 
share your time with our sister institutions. 

Pending any final decision regarding these longer range 
plans, I want to make you feel at once a member of our faculty 
and I am, therefore, writing to ask whether you would be 
willing in the interim to accept appointment as an Affiliate 
of the Rockefeller Institute. This is a status we have created 
for those who are associated with the Institute on a special 
basis because they have already retired from another university 
or because they spend only part time with us as in your case. 
Those who already hold this title are Eugene L. Opie, Professor 
Emeritus of Pathology at the Cornell University Medical College, 
George W. Corner, Director Emeritus of the Carnegie Institution 
of Washington, and Dr. Zworykin who spends part of his time 
with us and part of his time at the research laboratories of 
the Radio Corporation of America in Princeton. If some financial 
compensation would encourage you to spend more time with us, I 
would be glad to discuss this possibility with you at your 
convenience. Although we are badly crowded for space at the 
moment, we will do everything we can to find you some and when 
our new buildings are completed more satisfactory arrangements 
can be made. 

With cordial r egards and best wishes, I am 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Dr. Rollin D. Hotchkiss 
The Rockefeller Institute 

Yours sincerely, 

Detlev W. Bronk 



December 12, 1956 . 

Dear Dr. Bronk, 

I WJ..sh to thank you for your ve1•y k-ind letter of December 1. 
Naturally, I appreciate your offering me appointment as an 
Affiliate of the Rockefeller Institute and I shall be very 
glad to accept. 

Apart from all other considerations, this appointment solves 
a minor, immediate problem. Luncheon is a very good time for 
me to discuss informally problems with staff members of the 
Institute bocause I need not fear interfering with any ex­
perimental schedule! In the long run it would have been a 
little awkward fo1• ~ne to ke.:-;p on inviting staff members to 
lunch and then let them pay for the lunch. 

I know how crowded you are for space and I realize that it 
might be dlfficult for you to find space fo1• me right now , 
particularly as long as my visits are sporadic and of un­
certai~ duration. 

It was very thoughtful of you to suggest that we might dis­
cuss the possibility of some financial compensation as an 
inducement to spend mora t~e in New York. At present I am 
receiving my full salary - such as academic salaries are -
from the University of Chicago even though the University 
very generously permits me to come and go as I please. Most ­
ly I can charge transpC~rtation to Naw Yrrk to expenses . 
Of my hotel bills I take care tbrough "defioi t financing". 
Any time you care to discuss such matters I sruul be de­
lighted to call on you and thus to combine business with 
pleasure. 

With best pers~nal wishes, 

Dr. Detlev • Bronk 
The Rockefell r Institute 
Office of the President 
New York 21 , ~ .Y . 

Very sincerely youe , 

Lao Szilard 



December 13, 1956. 

I wish to thank you for your very kind letter of December 1 . Natura l­
l y, I apr.reciate your offering me appointment as an A£fl1iate of the 
Rockefeller Institute and I shall be very glad to ac,·apt . 

Apart from all other considerations , this appointment solves a minor 
immediate problem. Luncheon is a very good t imo for me to discuss in­
formally problems with staff members of the Institute because I need 
not fear interfering with any exper1mental schedule ! In the long run 
1 t would have been a little awkward for me to keep on invi t1ng staf f 
uembers to lunch and then lat them pay for the lunch. 

I know how crowded you are for space and I realize that 1 t might be 
difficult for you to find space f'or me right tow., particularly a s 
long as my visits are dporadic and of uncertain duration . 

It was ve1.,y thoughtful of you to suggest that we might discuss the 
possibility of some .finanr.ial cot1£)ensat1on as an inducement to 
spend more time in New York. At present I am receiving my full 
salary - such as academic salaries are - frnn the University of 
Chicago even though the University very generously permits me to 
come and go as I please. A:tne is a "three-quarte r - year" contract 
which porr11its me to spend one quarter elsewhere in addition to a ot, 
any tine, as a consult ant . Still, it might not be right for me, a t 
present, to go beyond accepting reinbursement for expenses. 1ostly 
I al'!l able to charge transportation cost fror3. Chicago to Now Ynrk 
to sr.me meeting or conference, but if I prolong my stay in Jew 
York I have to cover my hotel bills through deficit financing . -
Any time you care to discuss lowly matters of this sort I shall be 
delighted to call on you and thus to combine business with pleasure . 

Vi1th best per•sonal wishes , . 

Very sincere l y ynurs, 

Leo S.zt lard 



December 15, 1956. 

Dear Dr. Bronk, 

I wish to thank you for your very kind letter of Deoe~ber 1. 
Uaturall;r. I appreciate your of'.fering me appointme-nt as n 
Affiliate o£ the Rockefeller Institute and I shall be very 
glad to accept. 

Apart from all other oona1deratior1a, this appointme nt solves 
a minor, immediate problem. Luncheon is a very good t1~e for 
me to discuss 1nforl!Jllly problems with staff members of the 
Institute, because I need not fear 1nterrer1ng with an1 ex­
perimental schedule. ln the long run it would have be-n a 
little awkward for me to keep on inviting staff ~embers to 
lunch and then let them pay for the lunch. 

I know how crowded you are for apace and I realize that 1t 
might be di.ff'1cult for you to find space for me right now, 
particularly as long as my visits are aporadic and of un­
certain duration. 

It was very thoue;htful of you to suggest that v1e m1gh.t dis­
cuss the possibility of some financial compensation as an 
inducement to spend more time in New York. At present I am 
receiving my full salary - such as academic salaries are -
from the University of Chicago even though the University 
very generously perm! ts tne to como and go as I plee. e, and 
I bave their advance- blessing for any arrangement that 1a 
explicitly limited to reimbursement of expenses. Any ttme 
you care to discuss matters of this sort I shall be delighted 
to call on you and thus to combine business with pleasure. 

With best personal wishes, 

Dr. Detlev w. Bronk 
The Rockefeller Institute 
Off' ice of the Prest dent 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Very sincerely ynurs, 

Leo Szilard 



Dr . Detlev • Bronk 
The Rockefeller Institute 
66th Street & York Avenue 
Ne York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr • Dronk, 

I \_(fi-r 
1\./1 

/I~ 
Decernta r 31, 1956 . 

I have thought a 11t tle b1 t about the problem hioh you 

rais d last Friday . It seems to me that some sucl1 arrangement as 

you h ve in mind mitSht perhaps work 1f the "mathematician" bas a 

genuine inter at in biological problems . 

You probably know the name of R. p. Feynman . 'llhe grea.t 

development in qu~ntum leetrodynam1es that took place after the 

war,wa s due to throe men: Schwinger, Feynman and Dyson . The con­

tributions of Schwinger and F~ynman are the first major contr1-

but1 ns to th oret1cal physics by native Americana sine Gibbs . 

Feynman, who is at Cal . Teo . , bas lately taken an in­

terest in biology . He came to listen to a talk I gave 1n Pas -

dena t:)D adaptive enzyme .formation a11d I was told he goes to most 

b olog1cal seminars there . Young biologists tell me that they 

greatly enjoy talking to him about the 1r work . He ight be the 

ide 1 person ror your purpos • It is e nce1vable that he 1a some­

what isolated at Cal. Tec . and he would find mo~e people to talk 

to about h1s own subject( h1ch covers a very broad spectrum in 

theoretical physics) in the East . Also I read in the newspapers 

that he was r cently divorced . Thus he might conceivably be will­

ing to entex• into some kind of n arr ngement with the Institute . 
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The only other "mathema tioian" or whom l know tbat he 

bas an interest in biology, 1s J. Savage. When be first came to 

the University of Chicago there was some talk that he may join 

the Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics. He was at that time 

mainly interested in genetics and also in the cancer problem - I 

presume because his brother had died of cancer. At one point he 

considered changing over to biology altogether and I strongly 

advised him against it. Subsequently he made a successful career 

in mathematics and 1s now a p:roi'essor at the University . Recently 

he became the chairman of the Cor1mittee on Statistics . I believe 

he is highly regarded elsewhere also, but I could find out more 

about this point if you are interested. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 

NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 20 March 1957 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Thank you very much for your recent letter regarding 
the progress of your proposed study of the effects of 
cigarette smoking. 

I believe that universities should be courageous in 
their quest for truth and not be influenced by the possi­
bility of criticism and opposition to research and investi­
gation. For that reason I would be in favor of the Rocke­
feller Institute doing anything that should be done in the 
furtherance of human welfare. On the other hand, there are 
limits to the available energy and effort that any group 
can expend; for that reason I have a feeling that the many 
new undertakings we are carrying forward might be impaired 
if we were to begin on another program, wide in its scope 
and demanding of effort from those who might be drawn into 
the planning and ultimate defense of such a study as this. 

Let me think further about the whole matter and, if 
I have any useful ideas, I will get in touch with you. 
In the meantime, I hope that we will see much of you here 
at the Institute. It is always stimulating to have you 
about. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The Enrico Fermi Institute 
for Nuclear Studies 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Detlev W. Bronk 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Dr. Detlev W. Bronk 
President 
The Rockefeller Institute 
New York City 21, New York 

Dear Dr. Bronk: 

April 4, 1957 

Many thanks for your very kind letter of March 

20th concerning the proposed study on cigarette smoking. 

~Vhen we traveled together from Boston to New 

York a year or so ago, you told me a little about your 

graduate training problemsat the Institute. Stimulated 

by this conversation, I have given some thought to these 

prob lems and you will find at t ached a short memo in 

which I have jotted down these thoughts for what they 

are worth. 

m 
Encl. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 
FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Dr. Detlev 7. Bronk, 
The Rockefeller Institute, 
New York 21, N.Y . 

Dear Dr. Bronk, 

March 13, 1958. 

When I last saw you in New York, I discussed with you the 
possibility of arranging really fruitful, international meetings 
of scientists, for the discussion of semi-political and semi• 
scientific issues. I told you at the time that either I, or Dr. 
Grodzina, Chairman of the Department of Political Science, will 
aend you some further information, so that you should be put in 
a po ition where you can decide whether you want to take an 
interest in the matter, or not. 

After last year•s ·meeting, at Pugwash, Nova Scotia, I circu­
lated memoranda -- which you will find attached. These memoranda 
made two suggestions s one in favour or giving such meetings a 

character different from that of the meeting held at Pugwash, and 
the other in favour of having an educational institute, like the 
University of Chicago, assume the responsibility for arranging one 
such meet!~. 

The continuing committee, set up at Pugwash, accepted my first 
auggestion, but not the second, and a meeting of the kind tba t I 
had suggested is now being scheduled, to be held in Quebec from 
March 31, and to last twelve days. As in the case of the Pugwash 
meeting, tbe participants are invited by Bertrand Russel, with 
Cyrus Eaton playing the role of host. 
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colonel Richard Leghorn, Jerome Wiesner (head of the el ectro­

nics lab at 4. I . T. ), and Edsel, of Harvard, are among those who 

have been lnvlted, ~nd have accepted . Thou~h neither the Univers1t1 

of Chicago, nor I, t~ve assumed any re~ponsibility £or the organi­

zation of this meeting, I have been in communication with a number 

of colleagues, inclu cUn.:; Libby, both here and in Russia, in order 

to have, .fron both count1"ies, participants who would raise the 

quality of' the C~uebec meeting above that of the Pugwash meeting . 

All in all, I have not too muoh hope that the objectives outlined 

in my memoranda will be ocoompl1sh&d at the Quebec meeting . 

The continuing committee of Pugwash has proposed that the 

following meeting be held in Vienna, before or after the Geneva 

meeting this summer, and Eugene Rab1now1ch has agreed to carry the 

m in burden of arranging that meeting . Morton Grodzins is a l so 

taking a.n il'lterest 1n this matter and,. 1:f certain oondi tiona can 

b met, the University of Chicago might aot as co- sponsor . 1 shall 

make s.n attempt, at uebec, to find out whether the kind of.' meeting 

I have in mind can somehow be fitted into the fra:mework of the 

Vienna meeti~, and l.f this is an issue in which you 1sb to take 

an interest at all, I should like to report to you, after the 

Queb c meeting, how matters stand. 

With best wi $h • 

co . Morton Grodzins . 

'Ped Walkowi t! . 

Yours sincerel7, 

Leo S:z1lard. 



THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 

NEW YORK 2 1, NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE PRESI DEN T 26 May 1958 

Dear Leo, 

I am indeed interested in the possibility 
of arranging for a joint appointment with the 
University of Chicago and I would warmly welcome 
the opportunity of discussing this with you 
some time in the near future. 

I will endeavor to reach you one day when 
I am in Washington during the next week or so. 
If I do not succeed in doing so, I hope you will 
get in touch with me. 

With all best wishes, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

Detlev W. Bronk 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
In care of Dr. Robert Livingston 
National Institutes of Health 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 



TilE ROCl\.EI!::LLEn I~STITCTE 

NEW Y ORK 21, NEW Y O RK 

OFf iCE OF" TH E PRESIUEN T 26 M y 1958 

De r Leo, 

I inde d i t res~ d n ~h possibility 
of arr ng. g for jofrt ppo n~ nt with the 
(n.versity of Chic go and would war.mly welc 
t e opportu ty of disc·1 ss .. ng h.! a wlt:h you 
s e t~e n the ne r future 

I will ende vor o re ch you one day when 
in W shi. gton duri.. g th ext week or ao • 

• £ : do no succ ed in do~ng so, I hope you will 
get ~n touch w~th me . 

Yon .. i cerely, 

De lev W ,, Bronk 

o Szil rd 
of Oro Robert Uv ng ton 

1 ·nstitutes of He lth 
Rethe da 14, ryl nd 



~--
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICA G O 

C HI C A GO 3 7 • I L LINOIS 

THE EN RI CO F E RMI INS T ITU TE 

F OR NU C L E AR S T U D IES 

Dr. Detlev W. Bronk 
The Rockefeller Institute for 

Medical Research 
York Avenue and 66th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Dr. Bronk: 

June 19, 1958 

After I saw you in Washington last week I talked with 

Warren Johnson, at some length over the telephone, about the 

possibility of my taking a full-time position at the Rockefeller 

Institute. I explained to Johnson that I might not want to be 

very much longer without a laboratory and that I have raised 

with you the question of having a laboratory at the Rockefeller 

Institute. He told me that he was concerned about the possibil­

ity of my accepting the position offered to me in Germany, but 

that he was not looking at the problem from the point of view 

of the University of Chicago. Be went on to say that he would 

suggest that I remain connected with the University of Chicago , 

by assuming a position as a Research Associate of the Enrico 

Fermi Institute for Nuclear Studies, and otherwise take a full-

time position at the Rockefeller Institute, if such a position 

is offered to me. 

As far as Warren Johnson is concerned, we have the green 

light for you to put through an appointment at the Rockefeller 

Institute on such a basis if you wish to do so. Since you told 



me the salary that would be involved and since 1 am in 

general quite familiar with your philosophy concerning the 

direction which the Institute ought to take, there are no 

further questions that I need to ask you at this time. I 

should be grateful for an opportunity to ctiscuss with you 

later on, once more, the question of laboratory space, but 

first I would need to find out who the younger men are with 

whom I would want to work and who would want to work with 

me. 

Since I saw you las~ week a new possibility has 

opened up about which I am rathe~ enthusiastic. Because it 

introduces a new issue, I must write you about it. 

When I got to Washington about four weeks ago, Bob 

Livingston asked me whether I might be interested in some 

position that the HIH might be able to offer me, and 1 

explained to him what my situation was as of that time. 

Shortly after I saw you last week, he told me that the NIH 

is now prepared to make me a definite offer and explained 

to me the position that he had in mind. 

I told Livingston that such a position would interest 

me very much, particularly in conjunction with an appointment 

at the Rockefeller Institute, provided that I could hold 

down a permanent position at the NIH as well as at the 

Rockefeller Institute at the same time. This would mean, 
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of course, that for as long as it would appear desirable 

to maintain such an arrangement,. I would be on leave of 

absence from the NIH and from the Rockeieller Institute 

for six months each year. 

Having discussed the issue, Livingston and I have 

reached a meeting of the minds on it, and he told ae that 

he would be willing to put through the appointment on this 

basis. You will find attached for your information a 

letter and a memorandum which he sent me in confirmation 

of our conversation. 

Assuming that the proposed arrangement might meet 

with your approval, I have been thinking about some of its 

practical aspects. It seems to me that it would be best 

for me to ucommute'' between Washington and Hew York so that 

I need not be away from either Washington or New York for 

stretches longer than two weeks. 

Perhaps, it might not be desirable to continue such 

an arrangement indefinitely, and depending on how deeply I 

got engaged in laboratory work either at the Rockefeller 

Institute or at the NIB, I might have to resign from one 

or the other~ositions at some time in the future. 

believe. however, that in the meantime, the arrangement 

might prove to be quite productive. 

I 
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I hope that it might be possible for you to see me 

before you leave for Russia and I coul4 on that occasion 

discuss the various a$pects of the proposed arrangement 

which make it appear particularly attractive to me. 

I have now considered this matte~ from my own point 

of view for a sufficiently long time so that I am prepared 

to tell Livingston to go ahead and put through the appoint­

ment at the NIH, if I receive from you a formal offer and 

an expression of your general approval of the proposed 

arrangement. 

With kin4 regards. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



June 19, 19 

Dr. De't l.w • ro 
The Bockef•ll•r J titute for 

ie&l earch 
York AoveDu d 66th ~r t 

YQrk• h1f tork 

U.ar Dr. Bronk: 

Aft r 1 saw you in bill3tOJ& 1 t I talked with 

t over tbe tele bOll • a ut the 

poaslb111tJ of AJ tatiq a :tull•tiae poaitio at tbe B.ock.et•ller 

I t.itut • I explaiDed t.o .Jolul8oa t t I mitfht .DOt 'ftaAt to 

very mueb l e~ witboqt a laborato~J ana that I have rai ed 

wit 70 t question of bavi · a laboratorJ t tb.e Rockefell r 

lastitute. to let that he •as concerned about t e po&&ibil-

itJ of ay acceptiag the poait14n off~ cl to 

that waa not lookiA at t e probl froa tke po1At o1 vi•w 

ot the UDiv uitJ of Cbieqo. 

aua t tbat 1 remain conuected ith tbe Uai rsit7 of Cbicaso. 

aQCiate of tile rico 

l'end lastitute for lfucleu- tudia, abel ot rwise take a full­

t poettioD at t~ Roe efeller 1DBt1tute, it 8uch a poa1~10A 

J.a offered to •· 

u tar u urea Johuon is cone ra d., we llav• the Jr 

liaht for you to put throush an appOia nt at till Rockefeller 

Iaet1tute oa such A ia if JOU w1sb to do ao. SiACe JOU told 
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.. the aal ul iuvolve4 &D4 ioee I 1 

s ral quite f ili~ witb your pbtloeophy cooc raia tbe 

irectio ich tb lustitute o•t to -t - , ther are ao 

far't r que tJ.ona t t 1 n .. cl to UJr. you a.t tai» tiM. I 

wit JOU 

lAter oa. re, t uestioa of la.boratorJ apace, 1lt 

l weald w t to wo:a-k aa4 wllo ld waat to work with 

Si I eaw J'OU l t a aew pos 1bility baS 

0 about b.icJJ I aa r :ther ~hua.iae i.e .. ca it 

1 troduc a uw 1ssue~ l ut w~it ,.ou a ut it. 

I J'O't to Wasbi ton a t to , b 

Liviap~on k- .. tb r I ali t ia ran in a 

p 1t1oo. t at the X IDiibt N able to off r •• an4 1 

xplai to bi• what 7 ituatiOD o1 t at ti 

s ortly &fter I a& rou last week • u told • that tbe 1!1 

is ow gr par.U to • a cie1:1 it.e offer d explain 

to the a1t1oa that 

I told LivJ..nieton "that suea a posit:lOD woul tDtereat 

at t f•ller J *1tut , p•o¥1 d that I could old 

a peruaeat: positio at t HI aa 11 as at tile 

t is l.ll4 uaA, 
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of eo , t t for l aa 1 t. 110ulcl app <leain.ble 

to --.tatain suck aa arraa . t, I \41.4 bee o leav ot 

bllence fr011. the lU nom tbe llu Iut1tu ·o 

f six IIODt ach )"ear. 

Ka iDa' cU. cUflffeCl t 1 , Livinpt and I bave 

•&eDed a it. ADd lold .. th&~ 

• would. lJe will1 to put tbroup -tb a:pp.ocJ.atJMD't oa thia 

N.eia. You 111 t1 attacbed for your iafo tion a 

l tte.r au a raadua which seat M 1A coD11 tioD 

t o\IX' con vera ion. 

~IUIIUa t t 'tU ,PI'OpojMt UraD.SeaeDt .U.g t aaet 

w1 th rour ap roval. I have thinJd.q a:bout soae of :L te 

practieal aspect•. It to -.. t t it woUl et 

for M to 'eoa te" 'between ae illatoa aacl lktw Yor so tbat 

iJlirtoll or He York for 

atr: tch l 1• than two week•. 

Perbapa~, i't aipt aot. be suable t.o coa:ttnue aucb 

aa arral'lg.-at 1adef1aitel.J, ao peati c Jsow •Plr I 

cot ~aged ia 1 bo~ato~ ~k ith r at a Booketeller 

lutitut OJ' at t am. 1 • i. J:la.ve to re i 1 

Ol' t.lle ot er two poait1o t 1n t t ture. 1 

belt.we, ·YN', that ia t aati , t arru•~•t.eJJ 

ipt prove <&o be u1te produc ive. 



1 l$ 1ozt JOU t 

t vavio aspects o 

ia 

o1 view t that I a prepued 

to tell tJ. v1 toa. to go ahea d p~t th~ t • po1at~ 

t t t 



June 20, 1958 

Dr. Detlev W. Bronk 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
York Avenue & 66th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Bronk: 

Enclosed you will find the letter Which you read 

at lunch today. If you reach a decision in this matter, 

you might write me a letter of int.ent and 1 may then 

ask Livingston to put through the appointment in Washington 

on the strength of it. I need not change my status at 

Chicago until formal action has been taken by your Board. 

If there is anything further that you may want to discuss 

in connection with this matter, I could come up to see 

you in New York; almost at anyttme, at your convenience. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

Enc. 

LS:md 



June 20. 1958 

Dr. Detlev • Broak 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
York Avenu 66th Street 
New York, .N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Bronk: 

Attached you will find a letter that Colonel Leghorn 

wrote to Topehiev concerning the possibility of a eting 

at Jiloseow. In reply, he received a telegram today setting 

tb.e dat of t-be meeting for July 28. 

Unless objections are raised by the United States 

Govermaent to our going to such a meetin , we ar goin 

through with the plan as originally projected. The meeting 

woul..ci last for about two weeks and. e are expecting a 

letter from Topchiev giving all the details. 

Attachment 

CC: Col. Richard Leghorn 
Prof. J. B. iesner 

LS:md. 

Very siacerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



Dr. Det lev • BroDk 
Th Rockefeller Institute for 

Medical Research 
66th street and York Avenue 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Dr~ Bronk: 

July 21, 1958 

With reapec~ to the projected meeting in Moscow, about 

which I had written you pr vioualy, I am enclosing a copy of a 

telegram Col. Leghorn seJJt to Topchiev. e have heard today 

from Moscow, by telephone, that the end of September is acceptable 

to them. Leghorn will, in due ti e, write you about this. 

Concerning the preparatory discussions which Walter 

Whitman, Leghorn and I would attend in Moscow, provided a 

convenient date can be arranged for the 110nth of August, we 

expect to hear from Moscow early next week. 

As you can see from the enclosed copy of the letter, The 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences has set up a Committee for 

the long-term study of the security problem which w propose to 

undertake and of which the informal discussions, to be held in 

Moscow under the auspices of the Academ7 of Sciences of the 

Soviet Union, form an iaportant part. 

I am leaving Wa$hington tomorrow1for several weeks/ for 

Colorado to attend th Biophysical Science Seminars in Boulder. 

Bob Livingston is Dot yet back fr0111 his vacation; I left a. 

.-.orandua tor hia, ho ever, suggesting that he discuss with 
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you what your attitude might be regarding the proposed combined 

appointment at the NIB. l expect to be in touch with him some­

time after his return to Washington at the end of this week. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosures 



September 29, 195b 

Detlev Bronl .. 
The Rockefeller Institute tor Medical Research 
66th Street and York Avenue 
New York City 

Do not telephone 

Livingston told me about his laat telephone conversation 

w1tll you stop Decauae administration of NDi has changed its 

attitude towards a dual appointment for me at NIH as well 

s at Rockefeller Institute L1vlngaton proposed to you aa a 

compromise a one year trial period stop ~illxi:axoB.xJUJuq!WitJijt& 

I doubt that such a "trial marriage" vrould trork and would na.ve 

to decline on these grounds~ proposal were acceptable 

to administration of NIH Which I understand it is not stop 

I should know within a few days now where I stand with NIH 

and should then greatly appreciate the opportunity to discuss 

situation with you at your conven1 nee atop I am grateful for 

your willingness expressed to me through Livingston of making 

commitment t:o£• one year at once and advisi.ng me concerning 

possibility o!' a more permanent arrangement with Rockefeller 

Institute after meeting of your Board of Trustees stop You 

may reach me~ahington through Livingston or at Hotel Dupont 

Plaza stop If in New York Hotchkiss will know how to reach me 

Best regards 

Leo Szilard 



s ptember 29. 1950 

Detlev Brons~ 
Th Rook feller Institute :for Med l cal Research 
66th Street ~.J York Avenue 
New Yor-k city 

p~ not teleRhO e 

LiVingston told le about h.l~ la3t telephone conversation 

with you stop Be~ use administrat i on of JIH has changed its 

attitude towar- s a dual appo:lntment for me at NIH s well 

as at Rockefell er :;.notitute r.~v1ngston proposed to you as a 

compromise a one .:rear trial period stop !.k.:taxi:axulXIUJQtJ~UD[a. 

I doubt that uch a"tr2.al rnarriage" ·ou d work and would have 
td~ 

to decline on the e grounds{Sven if proposal were acceptable 

to adm1nistr ... -On of' HIH which I uncters tand it is not stop 

I should :V..now within a t'et· d ys now ~1here I stand with l~IH 

and should tl..en g;raa tly apprec 12 te the opportunity to discuss 

situation ith you at your convenience atop I am grateful for 

your willing_ness xpressed to rue thrcu J'h Livingston of makj,ng 

COlfllllitment fox· o 1e year at once and advising me concern in 

possibility o r~re p r nent arran~ement with Rock ~eller 

Institute af~,;er d~e"'liing of ~rour Board of Trustees stop You 

may reach me~ahington through L1vin~ston or at Hotel Dupont 

Plaza atop I£ in Uew York Hoteh 1 s ·till know how to reach me 

Be t regard. 

Leo Szi ard 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

Dr. etlev llronlc 

CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

the Roc kefeller Institute for ~~edico.l .l'osearch 
66th Street and York , venue 
New York , N • Y • 

Dear Dr . Dro nl(: 

Noveniber 26 , 1958 . 

After our luncheon I called Livit gston ana I learned from him the 

follo~vin~: Yhen Livint;eton talked to you he wtts thinkine; in terms of cy 

accepting tl e civil service posit ion that N • .!. H. is of f erin"" me nnd of 

my serving as vi iting r.rofes or nt the ftOckefe llcr I sti tutc . ne feels 

that as diroctor of the Nation 1 Institute of • ental nealth his approval 

to auch an arran •oment with the llocllefeller Institute ou •. t .to be sufficient , 

and tbat when the tinte comes he will be able to outnin the consent of the 

Administration of' the N. l.n . to such an arrangement . He did not ean to 

s y that he act lally hn.s obtained this consent . Ue thou ht that frOtn the 

point of vi · of my retire nt the alternative he discussed with you would 

he more favorable than the converse arrangement where I would be employed 

by the Rocl~efeller Institute and serve as a consultant to t •e N. !.II . 

I told Livingston of my conversation with you and ·that to rue it seemed 

preferable to receive a formal offer from the Rocl<et'eller I titute for a 

regu lar pos'i t ion rather than for a visiting profes r or.sl1i p and to explore 

on t he basis of such an of or bat arr ngements i n volving the N. l.H . might 

be acce ptable to Dr . Shannon. 

Both Livingston and I arc agreed that the proper time to raise such 

issues itb the A • .inistratiou of the N. I. l . will be in February . At that 

time we will kiloW whether we ou bt to reconv~1end to tha N. I.n . to set up a 

major project in tbe field of radio biology based on the approach to the 

proble of aging with which I nrn co; cerned at J>resent t or whether this would 

be premature . l migbt also have at that time a fortroal offer fr01n your 

Institute . We would tllen be in a position to d-iscuss concrete issues with 

r . Shannon ratb r than abstract principles . I m ntioned to Livin ston 

that you offered to talk to Dr. Shannon when you see dm, and that I thought 

t his would not be desirnble . Livins tou shares this vic • 
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" t present there is no l a bor tory space available at the · . I.n . and 

there is none in sight . Li vin~s ton is confident, hm ever, that construction 

of fl ( lit i onal labor tory space may "'e t under way d t 1 in the next five ye r • 

In these circurrstanccs it should Jipear reasonable, for me to have an 

arrangement with the nockcfellcr Institute under which laboratory space 

c ould be made av~ · lable to me there in case I should need to set up exrJeri ­

rnental projects . I mi ht wa nt to set up some such project in the course of 

the next thr<>e years , and the ' mi ·h t run anywhere from two to five ye r • 

If I h ve to set up oxpcriPental projects I would need to give my 

collaborators a reasonable a '&ur nee th t the project started •ould be 

brought to co·1plctio n .. J.his is one of <~Y reasons vhy I s h ould li e to lool· 

forw rd, t the 'ocl~efeller I stitute, to a period of seven years of ;vork. 

It would be my hope that just obout the time \Vhen I may bo expected to re­

trench, as far as laboratory space is co r cernet, at t \e ockefeller Institute , 

there ould open up at t e { . I . H. lr1boratory space to wl id1 so ·te of my 

co labor tors could be transferred . 

Clearly , in tl c ahsence of a letter of i ntent from Heaven concerning 

my longevity , my collaborators could not expect any lmrd and fast assurances 

but I a m an.xious to give the reasonable ass urance concernir1g the CfJ tinuity 

of the wor on which we mi ~llt jointly embarlt . 

Having outline d above hat is desirable the next step is to deter 1ine 

what is obtainable. This I propo c to do in Fe' ruary after I have hear from 

you . 

I have no the e:~q. licit consent of l)r . Sha non to an arrar gement where 

I would be er ployed elsewhere and serve as a consultant to the . • I. H. Such a 

posit· on , autt,orizing 120 :vorldn~ days a year, is actually tnd "'<>ted for .1e . 

There are several other arra n., cents i nvo lvin both . • I. l . an l the 

ocl·efe ller I nst · tute hicb I mi ht discus~ with the dministrat ·on of the 

.' . I. H. in f'e>ruary . Sho 1< it t, n turn m. t thl;tt oeing 0' ployed by N •• l . and 

servinr.~ as a visiting profesBor ot tho Hocl efcller Institute is the most 

desirable arran ement that is ncce},t:l le to tl c • •• I • , t en I trust you woul d 

have no difficulty in clan~ing over fr om offerinr, me a re ,ulur position at the 

Rockefel le r Institute to offerin me a visitin~ profe. s ors!lip. 

Determining whether this alternative is desirable , ould requir e further 

c onsiderations . I do not kno , fot· instunce , whether under such an arrange -

ment I ould o free to apply to t 10 • £ . 'T . for rants for y wor at th 

Pockefcller I1stitutc. 

Yo r~ ver y sincerely , 

Leo Szilard 



Dr. Detlev Bronk 
The Rockefeller Institute 
66th Street and York Avenue 
New York. N. Y. 

Oear Dr. Bronl~: 

November 29, 1958 

After our luncheon. I called Livingston and 

learned £rom him the ;~ollowing: He 1s inclined to thin~ 

that in view o my retirement problem, I ought to accept 

the civil servi¢e position th t NIH is offering me and 

serve as visiting professor at the Rockefeller Institute 

if tnvlted to do so. When he talked with you he felt that 

as Director of Research, his approval to such an arrange• 

me1.1t with the Rockefeller Institute ought to be sufficient, 

and that at the proper time he would be able to clear thi 

with the administration o.r: the Nlll . He did r~ot mean to 

convey that he has actually cleared it. 

I told Livingston that at this point I should pre~ 

fer receiving a formal offer from the Rockefeller Institute 

for a regu ar position rather than or a Visiting Prof,~>Ssor-

ship . 



Dr. Detlev Bronk 

We now ve the formal consent o~ tbe dministra­

tion of the NIH to my serving as a consultant to the NI.U i 

I we-re employe4 by the Rocke~aller lnatitut , and such a 

position is actually bud eted for me at NIH~ authorizing 

120 days of s rvice per year. 'l'here might b other alter ... 

native rrangements involving both the R.ccl~~eller Insti"' 

tute and the NIH which might be pl;'eferable and 'rre might t 

the proper t~ investigate Which of these y be accept· 

able to the administr tion of the NIH. t trust that you 

would have no difficulty at that t~ 1n changing over 

from offe~tns me a regular po ition to offering me some 

other affiliation 't·Jh:!.cb repr aents a lesser conmitment on . 

the part of the Rockefeller Institute, if this ahou1d turn 

out to be d sirable. 

Livingston and I re agreed that Cbe proper time 

to raise such issue~ with the administration of the NIH 

will be in February . t t.hat time we will mow •ether we 

ought to recommend to the NIH that they set up a major 

project in the ield of r dio biology based on my appro ch 

to the problem of aging, or whether this would b prema­

ture. I might lso have at that ttme a formal offer from 

your Institut • ?k would th n be in a po i ion to d1scu o 

concrete issues t ... th Or. hannon rather than abstract 

principles. I mentioned to Livingston that you of ered to 
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t lk to Dr. Shannon en you see him, and tl at I tfl<Nght: 

this uld not be desirable. 

I bllve no i.tmnadiate p1 s for setting up a 

labo~ato~. t present I am trying to devise exper~nts 

for which the~e are good facilities available at Brook• 

haven, Oak Ridge and Los Alamos. 

Howeverfr t might waut to set up sonte experi­

mantal projects in the course of the next three years 

~ ich might run anywhere from two to fi\7e year~, for 

~i.ch I uould ne d a laboratory. Livingston is confident: 

that conatruetion of additional laboratory apace might 

get und :r way in the ~ext five years. I cannot count, 

however~ on adequate laboratory space at the NIR ny 

e rlier. L'"'l these circumstances, an ar~nngemant wit the · 

Roekefaller lnst:i.tute under whtcb laboratory spae& could 

'be made available to • there. if necessary would ideally 

fit ray needs. It would be my hope that just about the 

time When I reach ~etirement age at th Rockef ller Insti• 

te aftQ would be expected to retrench as far as labora­

tory space i.s concerned. 'there would <>pen up at tho NIH 

adequa e epace to ~mich some of y coll orators eoul1 be 

transferred. 

Clearly) in the absence of a letter of intent 

from Heaven concerning my longevity. my eollabor tors 

could not expect ny hard and fast S9urances on my . rt, 



Dr . t .ev Bronk 

but I am nxl,o ts to give th~m reason ble assurance con-

cerning the continuity of any project on which we might 

embark. This is on of my reasons 'Wily I s ould like to 

be abie to look forward to a per od o~ seven years of 

work at the Rockefeller Institute. 

I gre tly enJoyed our luncheon and alao our 

short talk with Dr . Brink. 

Youre very sincere1y~ 

Leo Szilard 

ts:bs 
cc: Dr. Robert s. Living ton 



Dr.. Det1ev Bronk 
The Reckefeller Inatitute 
66th and. York ventle 
New York City 

Dear DS" . Bronk! 

Denver, Colol"ado 
ltebruary 18, 1959-

I have been to Los Alamo& and point& west, am now 1n Denver, and 

am again headed foJ: pointe west . 1 have one tr.ip planned to the East either tor 

this month ot- next but baV>e not set the date, as yet . 1n case you &hou.ld want to 

see me. 1 wou.ld want to set the date eo as to suit your convenience . Should you 

k.now by now whether you would want to see :me and ju$t about when yoq might be. 

in a position to do so. I sh.Qu,ld gl"ea.tly tl.ppre<:ie.te your advising Mrs . Bright. 

l propoae to call her within the nex.t few days and am postponing the eetting of 

a date for my next trip East until 1 have tall~ed with her . 

Ea-rly in January I receivw the attached letter from HungaryJ which 

might interest you . lt represents the r¢eult of~ qaiet conversation which 1 had 

in this matter with Topchiev in September, on the ape~ia.l train which took ue from 

Kltz.bUhel to Vienna. I felt all Q.long that ou.r colleagues from the "AcademyH are 

dealing with us in aood faith. and here is wlw: · seems to be a rather conspicuous 

example . 

With beat wishes~ 

Since:r:ely yours, 

Leo s~uard 



THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 

A Graduate U11iversity and Research Center 

NEW YORK '21, NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Gertrude and Leo, 

Thank you so much for your kind thoughtfulness 

during my illness of several weeks ago. I was 

greatly heartened by your thought of me and the 

delicious candy, you so graciously sent me, was a 

refreshing relief from hospital fare and a happy 

reminder of the Europe we all love so well. 

With deep appreciation and affectionate regards , 

lam 

Dr. and Mrs . Leo Szilard 
Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Hall 

4 April 1960 

Yours sincerely, 

Detlev W. Bronk 



THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 

A Graduate University and Research Center 

NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Thank you so much for your warmhearted letter 

and for the book of Leo's short stories. I know 

that I need not tell you that it was a great privilege 

and also a rich pleasure to have you here with us 

during your trying days. Anything we could do to show 

our appreciation to you and Leo for all that you and 

he have done in the furtherance of human welfare was 

but a small expression of deep gratitude. 

With warm and affectionate regards to you both, 

I arn 

Dr. Gertrud Weiss Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 

Yours as ever, 

Detlev W. Bronk 

DuPont Circle and New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C . 

3 April 1961 



L . Szilard 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
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Dr. Detlev W. Bronk 

President 
The Rockefell e r Institute 

New York City 21, New York 
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