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The on.rabla Tom Co Clark 
Ai~tor-noy C-enerul 
Dopai~tment of s~: t 
Washing'C.On, D. C, 

My d ar Hr Clark; 

1155 E. 5?~h St~ 
Chicago, Ill. 
Oeh\t~a· 25 ~ ]947 

,.opy of an artie. e entitled ntatter to Stalin" which X have submitted to 

th. BULLETIN 0' 'CHE ATOl' IC SCIENTISTS or publication, 

rr H. -..ere in avory rospElct prupor for ma to do Go~ I would 1.1rita a letter to Mr ~ Stalin 

cmbodyin thEJ thouehts eon·tained 111 the enclosed article and l-!oo.ld seek some 'lliay of' trans,.. 

n:d' ting ch a 1 ·tter t.o him ... h.rough the ~ood offi~es o. · soma prominent person who is known 

-1:-o h:tm It t·T uld ba my hcpa that if • latt r were transmitted to l.fr" Stulin in such a mannel' 

ht!l 11.n ld p rc,;.J:t~m the g~n'Ufl.tle anguish \?hici'l prompted my w-.ri ting it and that he might therefore 

gi a ·onaidc .ticn to ~ts ©ont nts. 

If' auch a letter uer . ..n faet. to bo transmitted to lir., Stalin through some proper and 

c! aira. 1 .. ti. a.nne~l I Pould probably 111ant tt~ postpt-'1'1~ indefinitely the publication of the article o 

The 0n<elosed e.rticl does not to,1ch on any sped.fic dispata o~ controversy with the 

Unit e Sta.tQ:Ie a.nd tho le .tor l~hieh 1 would s nd to Mr~ St..alin t.rould m~rely follow its textg 

tHoaslbly shortened by iss ... ns~ You may, in "tho circumstances, think that the transmission 

of au lh a. letter would not co:m.e ~der ~he Logan A~t of 1?99 o On the Qther hand, yw migh~ 

think that t 11e transmission uf aueh a letter might com~ under the Logan Aut ol"' some other 

ai.:m.U.a.r a~t and t.h~refore, in e.'l:leoroa.nce with th tog .. n Act, I am herewith making the :rormal 

raqu et fot permission or authority of tho Government fo~ the transmission of such a letter 

in tb.... :m azr ng of the J ct, 

· am enclosing an endorGemont of ey request e.ddressed to the Secretary of St-ate on behalf 

of t e 'l.'ruateo :-: or the Emarg ney C iDltlitt<ae of Atomie Scientists., Tha original ie signed by 

Pr~.c>Gssor Albert E!ns-c in <Of the In.st.i tu'Ge for Adwuneed Study, a.s Chairman and Dr.. Philip M~ 

Morse.9 Director of the Br .. khaven Natlo-nal Labo:r.atoryll as A ting Executive Director of the 

C~iitt,eec 

Cepy. 
The S cre~~.ury o.~. • ''·..,te 

Very truly yours" 

Leo Szilard 



The Honorable Georp C,. Marshall 
Sa©retary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D~ C. 

My dear Mro S@i~retaey: 

NOT FOR RELEASE2 
=......- ~ 

1155 E., 57th Sto 
Chicag@, 1llo 
Oct~bsr 25B 1941 

Encl®s0d is, for your inf'ormation 11 a letter sent by ma ta .th~ Attorney General in '!Jn.icll 

I request the pem.tesiO!l of the Gove!"m.llant t~ transmit a lotter to }fr., Stalin that woold 

follOl>J the text of' an az•tiele (possibly shor"ened by C!'Jlias:ions) which I have submitted ~o 

the BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTis·rs for publication" A tr~opy ot~ ·tbe arti 1!3 9 antitl8d 

"Letter to Stm.lin" 11 is aJ.so enclcsedo 

l am, of course, not asking for any Gndorsemen of my p6;lsiticn by the Dapartmont o.r 

State a:nd I am directing my 1'0quest for fo:c"mD.l pal"t!l.iasion to transmit su©h a lstter t© 

Mro Stalin to the Attomey General ra~Ghsr than to yc-u 9 in ~!t"der to e. ~oid CWJ..Using e;n7 

this case on its merits and advising the Atto:rnsy General o.f yam~ conclusionaj) sinc·a 1 

believs that this might make it easier for the Attorney Ge.nexa:_ to give a faV<nl"abl® "J:"@ply 

to m.y request., 

The OO@loaed a:rti©l takes the vieu the.t if Stalin ·i;,DOk the initie.t1ve and adcopted a 

nell line of approach towards the United st.e.tesp c.-ulminrating in a. ~mprehensive offer on 

his part for a general s~ttlementp he could resolve the present deadl~cko On this basis 

the articl~ makes a number of specific suggestions relating to pro©Gdure~ 

I am enclosing an endoraemont or my- raqueat addressed to you an. bshalf of the Trus ~eas 

of the Emergency Committe~ of At©mi© S©iantists whi~h is aign~ by Pr~feasor Albert 

Einstein of tha Inatitut~ for Adwarl@Gd Studylf P.S Chairman, and Dr" Philip H .. Morsa 9 

Dill'ector of ·the Brookhawen Natior..al Laborat ey'~ as M1ting Exccutivo Director f Ul~ 

~oomdtteao 

Very truly ycurs~ 

Lac, s~.U.aN1 
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THE LOGAN ACT 

7v ~~ C~ AG ri le 10~ § 6 

or 
-r 4P 1909, ©. 32 t 

47 s~ t .• 132 ) 

5335 fl· A~t J • JO, 1799, e~ 1, 1 Stat~ 613G 



CONFIDENTIAL~ NOT FOR RELEASE~ 

COPY FOR BULLETIN 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A~ AR'l'ICLE EN'l'!'l'LED fl!.E1"'TER TO STALI1~ 11 WHICH 

HAS BEEN SUBMITTED FOR PUBLICATION TO THE BUI,L.'gTIN OF THE ATOMIC SC .ENTISTS BY 
- ...... ...__~ .... ~ -· -...:o.o 

DR~ LEO SZILARDo IN THIS ARTICLE DR .. SZ1I..ARD MAKES AN I!.PPEAJ.~ FOR STALIN TO TAKE THE 

INITIATIVE AND ADOPT A NEW LINE OF APPROCAH ~~, NEH BOTH IN SUBS'IANCE I'Ji"'D METIIOD = 

TOWARD THE UNITED STATES, CULMTI ATIUG J..~l A COMPREHENSIVE OFFER ON S'l'ALIN ijS PART FOR 

A GENERAL SETTLEMENT WITHIN THE FRMtE1WRK 0' A ?0.'3'1'-". R RECOUSTRUCT!ON 0"' THE WORLD., 

. 
THE PROBLF.l·i TO BE SOLVED o 

I take the atep of writing this 11l..ott .... l:> 11 be cam;~ I run d ~ply ~on.t;ern.nd a boo~~ 

the det~rioration of Ruesian=ft~Grice~ r~lations, and alao bc~·s ~belie a that the 

gen~ral sentiment which. mo'!fes mo to t; 1ia a©tion is shu:r.vd b . t._e ma.j ori ty of' tha 

atomic acientists who take e.n active int.erest in ~ tt,ers of pablir.J poli~Jy.., 

'l"'he steady d~te:rioration of Russial. .,f.mort~an !'v~.aticns has any disturbing 

espe®l..t.s, but ~rhapa none is as serious as the 1 sting ar..:~3.c;;t ·Yhidl it may have e< __ 

the minds of tha Am~rican people 11 aa •.rcll as the mi.ndfJ of the pG3cple in Europe and 

el~ewhar~ in the worlde 

and are not guided by whatever. aditorialo the~r may ::-sad in t~ air ne· ape. .~iNL 'l'o o 

their attitude is a symp~om of grave d~nge · bee us on;:Je tho Ameri-c.:m paopl t=l@ae 

thair minds on this aubj ~t war !)in fact 1 ill hava be~om@ i · 1. tab ... G" 

Ther~e are those uho arguG tb8.t ther~ !.s no d~gor uf an ear !.y wrur 'b ,~ausG a~ 

present Russ:ta ie too \YGe.k to starrk. one and the!'e is no pr~ edent for the Un..tt.ed Sta oa 

e:mbarkir1g on a p:t .. e~e11tiva war" 'fha.t there is no ..:.u .b p:cec~Sd n~ is~ of (~~ursop t1· lf.!l; 

b'u t. n i ther ha.~'e the Am0:rican people o . r b~;. fore bee:a in a p Jbi tlo11 vh0re they had 

to fe~· that if they remain passive during a p:-eot..!.·a;;ted period of uneasy psaofll they 



may li e "o seo the de.y to~hen t.m.r =~ 11' it brea.l{s oat, -= '..rill be brou t to their 

homeland, 

I do not mean t,o a y that -~he Unltad C!t;q,tes may at.art. a preventive ':<l'fl.r a a.inst 

sia wtthtn ·'·he ne .t ix mon.e.,hs; \<rhv.t I rn a.n ·o say is that if ths present trend 

c _tittl.Jes for six mon e 9 a fateful cruu""lg~ might take root in the minds of the 

Amorican p ople and the si tuntion Hauld than bo beyO'~ r~ntGdy o Th~areafter it would 

b me~Nly a. quest:ton of t.ime ~"'""' a few .. hort yoors, perhaps == until the peaee wettld 

b:• at tha rr,erey of s·1mo Yugoslnw wneral in the Balkans or some Amori~an admiral in 

· . Med:l t®rrmean vrho tr i uil.f.'uJJ..y or through bm1gling ereate an inc:tdent that 11ill 

inflvitably result in war If tho px·f3san irend continues for six monthse mor 

ll toly 1J;han not9 "t·ho fu.t ·her ~CJr':'le of ev~mts t-Jill be out of the control of the tw®J 

governm.en·cs in o..l ~t· d , 

Tho main rea.'3o'tl for thCl pr~sor.1t trond is the fa@t that tt.JO ymara have passed 

,..··nr.;e tb · and of thta w . and no ppreciable progress hs.s been made tO"Ward a as'{.tlement, 

Russia and the Untt d States hav roach~d a deadlo~ .. 

All this do':JB ~ot c:: ._':) a " su.rpri")o '1\:c most, of us who had worked in the field 

oA> atumi«: Gneit·gy d~rlng the ·rar a!!d had time tb adjust our th nking to the impliea.f~ions 

of ihe bomb" It l·fas q;tl ar from the st.ar'., that the existen~e of the bomb and the 

mann.er ir1 uhich :tt '!lias uaod WO\JJ.d not mal:o the settlement easier but. rather more 

a fficul t.. r.!f.l knev ths.t th!.:) HO:rld culd b . saved from another war 10-nly if both th 

United Statea and Russia ~rsell'a o.ble to l .. is. abcvo t.he situation and 1/d/q'bofor this 

·~ ~ ;oma to pasa one of theru. uill h ... ve to taka tha lead~ 

Situations of' i~hls gen~ra.1 typ are m.~ with~·:; pz·oced~nt in history; they 

l~eur lso on occasion in the lh·es of i'ndi vidua.lsp and the story of on\l St14';h oocurrofi@G 

rru:.c\~ a very daeJp 1i.mpres ion on rae, n 19309 tPrnlve ysars artsr the end of the First 

1oi1d War 11 ! ct a elasmnato of' mine and · e talked o.r what had happened to A44f/l$/u.s 



aer~ d&.ys of' tha 'lv"B.i' in the Oa:rpa.th an Mountains he 1.Jae 3.n c.llarg~ of a patrol. One 

rooming they heard by way of :rumor that a.n armisti~e had been ~on©luded, but baing 

,., tOff' from eo::m:!!ll.ll1icati1"Jn.a t.hoy ··a:r.-e unable to obtain ©onfirrnation., They rode! wt. 

nbmding fa~f.t to fac w.i. th RuSBian patlfol in che.rgs or an officer The two offi~ars 

grabbed tb®ir g~!).ns ~d 9 fro~<~an in thia position, t.he i:tu{) patn:~ls t-emain~d fcrr 

i.m.t:eunt.EJd s"'~ond.e Suddnnl:r the Ru.nsiau offte>:~r sm.ilG~d and h:i.s hand \vent to his @ap 

Toda,· Rusaia and Aro rica find th~smlv·a standing face to fa~ay va©h of them 

fe1:d'Ul of Hhat may be the other 1 s ntB::tt p 11. M.oo.l movm, Thea Ameriean people want 

T'HE APPROACH SUGGZSTED. 
-~ =F'T""$T";; .. .-r-......,__ 

resolTe 
It 1~ wi thi your power to 1/.1"/WV /field /rAf/NA/l-1/rlr/ /ra~!Ji~'fl the d0adloclc an~ thereby 

only if yoo de©f~d~ to throw off the eelf~imposed shacldes of the old=fa.shioned 11 ar.a:d 

als(;) or the n®".t1=fangled for111e of cUpl~cy., 

Russia and tha United c.tat~s are de>e.dlocked on almost e"''ery point OJll. uhi©h .h~y 

hate negotiated in the r~cent past? On ~wry such point~ Russia may ha~ ve~y good 
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r sons ro 'he United S · a y ha~ - :ry good r- ons fo:!' 

. o suggea th t yY:Ja sb ld 

r . a"' you shGlld now "app a 11 th Unit d S a 

ot yi lding 

his p in 

What I ugg ing thi ~. tt r aries of int rconnaet.od eteps whicll 

wi ~in your polo r to t.ak ~ B au G they are most usual stepe 9 the a suggestion 

m app q 1.x i~ to m d rid!~· om ., Wh t 1 am suggea·•ing in this 

" 
of f$11 w Ameri~~ 

.. k for r r f be 

My f1 

Am ire p opl 

a · oa -h 9 will 

-, \:fould want , 

n by n 

ou :t.y 

w y 

n we n 

It y also ~c:m. s ~ho~k to om 

ho will r d 'h 3 lineso Bu this i not the time to bi~ld 

d o ri ~ifflll or t d ' w tioneo 

is al{ di rc Jl.y &Uld }:X\lr o ly to th 

y ,o th and y a might ui h t to them on e 

b it vrl.ll be n wa, it will b rried by th radi 

.te _n b r printed 1ft th netusp pers , Naturall:r 

f) but y n rpret r ~' eon "ey y ur sp e@h 

W" sp h ®ould reeord d iln r le s ru. 

Th Arl ri n p p e o th ir _t: sid~l'l't t the FT id n.'t s y 

t tf ~ th ill'' 1wes, d t.h 'J! V.ll li ten to y fer Ol 

r as o Bu th r is: impCJi'tan <iiffor ne ; y will bo speak g to th · a 

th h s.d o for ign t ; your t!h .ill b wi thc:rut eff'e@'lt, ld th th unl&ss 

it ie c ® hundr d p f' nt Th sincerity of. your axp1.ressi 9 as ell 

th th r tn ns or ainc ity hi'§'h y u be hl o prcasent to th• Am rican 

P'JOpl 9 '61111 ~rmine wh ther yo.u- spe h a will str1ko h , 



If your spGe~clles .o th~ l:merica.n peopl "l 'Here givf)n full publicity in Russia,} 

you would go a J.cng vay towards convincairig the Amerir;-.an pe~pltl that you 1'.\U.:b!'\ what, you 

$ saying to them .. 

And vou would go a long way towards onvincing the Ametiean people that they may 

xpe@t fair pl·y from you if you invi~ed the Pr@eiden~ of the United StatGs to address 

'.l'h . Tt'v.ssilil.n people just s often as you ~peak to the American. publi© s.nd a@;:;orded ,. 

j " as much pu.bli~ .... tJ to his apeetE'lles in Russia as is g1:v(l)n to yours in Amarice." 

All the .achll1®cy through ~rhi,tfa the A.merie:an publi© ia being kept inf'omod in the 

United Sta~s 1m at. prnscnt at your d' Elposal~, and it uill remo.in at your disposal if 

That yru would b h aTd by the Amsri -:an psopla ia oor~ain; bu.t how your spae@hes 

would affoet .~.h@ll! woold dopond both upo:& the trubetar ©a and the t@nor of these s~e~has.., 

pos~- war rc©onstr 10 1 n o.e th0 world~ a settl msnt that would @nable Russia and the 

A~ first y~ will bG able to give sueh a pi~ture in rough outlin~ only; gradually 

y~1 may be ble to f.ill in more an~. oro of the detailn.., You might ©onvey the d~tails 9 

pe ha.ps 9 by issuing fi·or11 time to -c .... e sup:t:le:monta.ry official re:rports" 

By the ~L~ you haws filled. im the dot-ails 11 YCJU rill have gi<t·en the Ameri~e.n 

p ople m.oze than rr.~·rely a pietur ~ of a po. siiJl~ p:ost=via!' world; yw will hav_ pre ented 

Yw might i-tG.J..l ask at. this peint8 because it is ind ed a @rueial. question~ 

wh ther uch a unilateral offar GU y~tr p ~t, i' it is generousv would not put you at 

a disadwontage from. the p:a-int of vieu of la~Ei"'" n gotic.tionso You @mtld easily makG 



it cl.ear, howew,e:rg that ywr offer has to be taken a.a a ll.hole 9 that yau are perfectly 

willing to modify any one single poin·t. to meet. thEl 1..'ishas of the United s·ta.tes Government, 

but tha. tor eve ... y point that the United States wants to have modified in her favor 9 you 

may ask that some other point be n1odii'ied in Rusaiags favor" ,4e lmg as this is clearly 

understood, you need notg and ahmlld not~ hold bat~k for the sake of la'ter ba.rgaining" 

Such are the means through which you may ba able to convin~e the American people that 

==in your view a.s vell £1.13 in faet .~,_. private flnterpriae and the Russian economic system 

and alao mixed forms of econ~~o org~ni~tion ean flourish side by aide; that Russia and 

the Ufiited States can be part of the sruus world; that none world« need not necessarily be a 

mrlf'ol'lll -1~orld ~ Until such time as you shall convince .. he American people as well as the 

Russian people or this all~iruportant point 9 we shall remain headed towards war and not 

towards peace" 

1 am told that t.heee days the opposite thesis is presented by authoritative writers 

ih Rus1iao And if this opposite thesis sh~ld be upheld by you as correct, if there is 

indcaed some inexorable law which in the . eng run makes war between your country and ours 

inevitable, then those in the United States who ara now working for the preservation of 

peace might begin to feel that they ars merely delaying the war, which will be all the 

more terrible the later it comeso 

THE RESPONSE EXPECTED 

Nature.lly you would want to kn,ow hoH· the .4meri~an people vould respond if you should 

decide to take the initiative ~d adopt a new 1ine or approach towards the United States 

@ulmin ting in a t?omprehe-._aive offer for a general settlemtflnt~ Would you really be able 

to break the present deadlock and thereby bring about a change in the ~curse of United 

State• foreign policy? 

'I'here is a -wast body of men and ·women in the Uui ted States who view w1 th genuine 
I 

©onetlrn the rapid detertora.ti-on ()t Ruesia.n=AmeriQa.:n relations., Many of them have 



~ave doubts in then' h Jart as to the gsneral Hisdom of the present course :of United 
State a foreign poli~y 9 lo.rhila they lre'Jgard ui th equal misgiFinge the Russian <lbo-untEJll"PU't 

<Of this policy c If th$y do not at present take a stand in fawor of changing the 
ouree ate red by th0ir mrn gowernment.l) H, :tc fir t of e.ll because they do not eee 

w.th sufficient clarity any pra~-ieable alt~rnative ©ourse under present eircumstan@eSc 

Mt:~E'00.W0:r t.hey may beliG'Ii>'a that any attempt to bring abo<at a ~rta.nga must ne~ee~rily 
@ m0 t.o naught as l1ong as the spe .... ©hes of your delegates will ~ont:ll.nu~ to f'l!.)ll<Ow a 

lina of reaa~ning vhich im una©eeptable to the larg~ majority of the Ameri~an publi@o 
If y({u au©~aed in. t.he diffi~l!llt task of form1l.ilating :l.n your @W mind a praerti@able 

a u~i~ of thG p~st=~~ issuos and in conveying y~ pi©~~e of sueh a solution to 
the Ameri·~an publie9 then gre.d~tally v as yoo make statement aftet' statement and issue 

~mf.old before the American pt'l<Ople., By thfl ·M.r11e Y'OO \aill hawe filled 1m the details 9 

e.rra ·i!;hu.s ha'We impli©ttly exi~ended a comprehensiws offar, you a.leo will hawe remond 

United Stat0aa Moat AmBTicane believe that those uho are at present ia ~barge of 
gu ding Am&ri©an foreign pcli@y were driwen to this p@l!ey beeause ncnG other appeared 
pra~;;ti~able to them in the .'ir@I~:Sta.n©GSo It ie gGnerally beliewad that they ere men 
of good willv wbo ©an be oxpe@t,ed. to cll.rmge th present ~curse th® wery manenli they 

s~o a satisfa©t©ry way ~u~ of the p~eeent im.pa.see 9 prowided that suCh a @hange ~an 

with'b 1'0l.U" pwsr to giw the Am.eri©an people a ehoi~e batveen two &lt®rnatiwe ©curses 
of tc~ed.gn p@liesy., And i.f they do hawe a ©hoieev the Ameri•1lan people wUl exercise 
t..'heir choi<l.!:e ==· this I feNently h.!Dlpe = in fawor cof a ®aurae whi@h ma;r lead too peaeo" 
They will exerdse thoil"' ehf.'i<ee thr'0'1).f!,h ~J. th~ m~~'z.n11-m:a ~'Y' r•bj ·:ih }::~·,":'.:nl•} ·?'J.1~ion 

influences government policrl.<ts in America., Ar.d if:.hose who are at pres~nt in ehs,-rge of 
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"~ither change their minds o~ lose their jobso" 

PREREQU:LSITESo 

If ycu should decid~ to adopt au~ a neu line of approach toward the United States 

you mlght wish to in.i tia"Ca first of all an. exchange of views between a group of Russians !Uld 

~ group of Ameri~ana who are gonuinoly concerned about the deterioration of Russian-American 

relaticna and who are not encumbered by the responsibility or representlng the views of 

their governmentso Such an exchange of views sho !ld ghre Russians a . better understanding 

of Ameri!aos needs and Amerieru1s a better understanding of Russia0s needs~ !t should also 

fa~C1il.~.tate the .fo:r.mtlation in yao..1r am mind of' soiMl practicable solution of the problem 

vhich fa."eo the wo:dd tcday and g-lve you a b t·tcr appreciation of the · particular manner 

in which such a solution might be presented to the American publi~. 

Under the present eoJO.di~ ions of' political stress it will not be easy to find 
f'or 

a term/such an exto:hange of views which is proper and which v.i.ll permit self~respecting, 

patriotic Americu.n citizens to partic:ipateo Nor nay it be easy for you to find Russians 

willing to display in such diacussiona their own personal opinions as distinguished from 

the of'fielal Russian position., 

Ala~~ I am sadly ayare or the faet t.hat in writing this "Letter'' I am trying to cope 

with a difficulty of corrgam_ cations whieh is a1mo.'3t insum.c:r.mtablen We in Ameri~ have 

a crude and over-simplified pictuxe of how politlcal decisions come about in Rueeiao 

You :t 1 Russia ha:ll'e a simile.r picture coneerning .America., My t!hole 11Letter" here is 
. 

based on the thesis that ln America the attitudes and opinions. of the individuals who 

constitute the American public are a11 import~~t fa~tor ~- and in certain circumstances 

may be ,ome the con·crolU.ng .factor ~= far poli tiea.J. decisions" My fellow-Americans 



·9· 
who may read th.ts "!.ettar · kno.d tha"t this thesis is c rrect and those of' them who may 

disapprove of -my ''Letter" 'Will do so on other grounds~ But in pre~enting this thesis t.o aome= 

one whe. docs not lrnm,v Amer ~a by personal experience P I oo.n not bEl sure that he will even 

know ~bat I a.m talking s.bou:. P~rha.ps~ in the course of an extended ednversation there would 

be s!OI!le chan' e ,.,f' getting this ©ni~ial point a~ross ~ A n1 ettern of this ac,rt ia certainly 

not the vary bas?~ "1!Tay ~f aacomplishlng this ex~~edingly difficult task., 

Obwirusly~ the specll'ic suggestions mada in thJ.s "Letter" are foreign to the ways in 

'IIU.hich pr-obleKs of this sor-t .re dsalt w-lth :1.n Russia.~ or for that mat..ter~ e.nywrhere else in 

the w.,rld. And this, in itneJ.fj might make implementation very difficult.. 'rhe main questi01n 

t~ de .. ide 9 hmrever 9 :.s nt,t wne~he.r implem.enta:tion is difficult but rather whether the mea.suTefil 

advocated here 1..vould be ei'te~tive if implemented, 

p_os TSC'f!JPT; 

Having pres~n · sd a tmmber o:t auggestions o-utlining in detail-perhaps in too great detail 

--a ec.1:rse whii.ih yo 1 might tdsh to adopt, I feel that I ought to go one st.ap t'ur.ther nt the 

risk t'1at what I am going to ae.y me.y seem out of proportion with the maJn theme of' this 

Yn 'i-a.st najority of the atomh: s©tentists who take an activl!) inte~st in matters of 

public p'l)li~y o.ra f:ree from any ant.i~fr...Jssian blae /1 und they do not include CtJIDIID.mists R ei thar 

in the ue.t·ro1,; Ol!" t· ide:r sense cf tho .... erm., If ! were called upon to do so =~~ l would try and 

gather a group drawn from their ranks who to~ou::'.d be glad to sit down with a grottp of' 

Russians whom yrom may ael·acto If tho Buosian representatives wera inetru~ted to be frank 

wifl'h us and ~•·o express the.ir private op 11iona ra:t.her than merely to defend the t~ff'it:ial 

Ruasiau posHions9 wep t~tlo Hould be frank 'dth them and .fould feel free to express ~ 

personal opiniene as dis·U igtlished from the of.tieial American posi tiona" Under su~h 

frr~e .interchange .. .,. <I 0 •••• ..., • • • • •••• c • 0 • (I • 0 ••••••• o4 • 0 • 0 • 0 • 'l •• "' •• p ••• 0 • ~ • :f ...... o' • • $ .. f! •• 
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of hooght might m.ak available a valo:Je.ble fund 01 ideas and euggestlon.s upon 'Whi(Jh the· tv 

governments might dr~v if a stage of governmental neg~tiations should be reached latero 

Natur lly \le wculd be pleased to see .Rl.lssian s:Oientiets also in~luded in such a group~ 

parti .. ularly those whom we happen to know and have lea 'IlVd t~ respect., · We have 9 4>f eours 9 

n\) lntention of prying into th Jir .seer ts just as ve would not want them to sear~h into 

ours, There would be no diselom1re of any kind relating to the subject of atomic energyo 

'Ib.e group of atanic.: sc1.entists which I would try to gather would not be '(!ompoaed of 

men and. wan.en wo wield graat political influ ·nce,, nor would they be able to say what 

terms for a gane:cal pos~Vlll~ settlement might. b a~~eptable to the United States Govel'1lm.ent; 

but tt.ey should b13 able to eay what kind of peace ma..lces sense to ~themselvesp and 

vhate~er makes a~nse to them may also make sense to the American people, for they are part 

and parcel of the American peopleo Such a group of s ,ientists ia, of !t'oorse, not wholly 
Wldoobtedly 

rcpreasntative of ~~e American people and would thereforefiiish to enlarge itself by drawing 

in men f'rom many other WP.lks of life - n1en rho are concerned abrut the welfare of Amerir.:;a 

and ~rho are also ooncerned about t.,_a · alfaTe of the rest of the 'llorld 9 in' .luding Russia. 

It is my arnes-.., hope that by means of such discussions 1 t may be possible to make 

available in the se:rgice of psac · t.h ea.me kind of imagina·tion and resourct!lfu.lness whi(lh 

went into the development or the field of at~c energy during the waro 

CLARIFICATIQ.Ji" 

Meetings of ~his sort uould not be held xcapt with the approval of the State 

Depe.rtm nt~ fer lo'ithout such approval it might be both improper and unlawful for 

Ameritcan citizens to parti~ipato. It irJ hard to believe, tha faced with the present 

sttua~ on the State Depa1•tment u1oulil oppose the holding of such meetings, but it is diffiwlt 

to lnow uhether the State Department l-tould not prafer the meetings to be open rather than 

priwate and ®onfidentialv 

Both open and private meetings have thei~ ~~ peculiar advantages and drawbackso 

"Open meetings mean that the press is admit-ted, and their presence might result in a 
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greater understanding an their part of .he res~ issues and the real difficulties 

'The g neral t eling underlying the sugg ti ns contained in ·hi "LEit.ter" ie, I knc. 1, 

shared by the majori :y of' the atomie ae~ient sts, bl.1t the speei .. x... hoo.ghts mbooied in this 

"Letter" rene~t only my ow opinion as we~l as my own readiness to 11do m~ bit",. d 1 oro 

not spea.kit1g at present behalf of any oth r ~ sen or p rs ns o 
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The Honorable Toa C. Clark 
Attorney General 
Department of' Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Clarlu 

? 

October 25, 1947 1155 E. 57th St. 
Chicago, Ill. 

Enclosed is a copy or an article entitled "lAtter to Stalin" which I have sub-

mitted to the BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCiaJTIS~J tor publication. 

It it were in every respect proper for me to do so, I would write a letter to 

Mr. Stalin embodying the thoughts contained 1n the enclosed article and voold seek 

acme vay of transmitting such a letter to him through the good offices or salle 

prominent person who is known to him. It would be JJtY hope that if my letter were 

transmitted to Mr. Stalin in such a 1118llner he would perceive the genuine anguish 

which prompted my writing it and that he might therefore give consideration to its 

contents, 
in tact 

It such a letter wereJto be transmitted to Mr. Stalin through some proper and 

desirable channel I would probably want to postpone indefinitely the publication of 

the article. 

The enclosed article does not touch on any specific dispute or controversy with 

the United States and the letter vhich I would send to Mr. Stalin would merely follow 

ita text, possibly shortened by caiasions. You uy, in the circumatan~s, think that 

the transmission of' such a letter would not come under the Logan Act of' 1799. On the 

other hand, you might think that the transmission of such a letter might come under 

the Logan Act or SQ!le other aimUar act and therefore, in accordance with the Logan 

Act, I am herewiah making the formal request tor permission or authority of' the 

Government tor the tranadssion of such a letter in the meaning or the Aot. 

I am enclosing an endorsement of my request addressed to the Secretary or State 

on behalf ot the Trustees of' the F~rgency Committee or Atomic vcientists. The 



The Honorable Tea c. Clark: -2 

original ia signed by Prof'easor Albert Einstein of the Institute for Advanced Study, 

u Chaiman and Dr. Philip M. Morae,Dtrector or the Brookhaven National Laborator,r, 

as Acting .Executive Director of the COJII!littee. 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 

Copy: 
The Secretary of State 



J . ' . 

nr • 'll:. Cl rkt 

t.fo..o. 

Io Mb 1" 1 1 4'7 

0 .a.C 

• 1lar1 , · 

nt to . 1 tt :r 1' th .. 5th of' 0 to 6l' m­
foll<n .rJ.E: 



I do not exp0et to be in )JW.f!agc n t the time or the 
deadline, but mussat;es :so11t to :r'le in oero of ~/rs. Alice Smitlt 
·dll autonn.tically t,;lJide the ac.tion of the BULL.-.:i.'IN 1nas1!1Uch 
ns Hrn ., SmitL ls ita ussoci 1to editor . 



t:tce 

~ e1o d eo 

you und 

V#!Jry twly your , 

r.eo Szil rd 

out 
k 
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NOV111947 

ear · • Attorney Gen ra.l& 

sis:tant - 11~itor eneral,. 111 a. BVf!I'B&t1oll th 
l.d-visv of the De ent of ate, • Uked tor 

D«LI4r1~ent • e v1 P c:oncernba at 1'lhicb hat been r .... 
the ttoJ"n 7 General ho otor .,. I< r 

o:r authority or th• Uid.ted state• ao~ to tftrlll-
mit ~talS.n a latt.e:r pr b1 .Oooto~ s!lud. Th• 

oretary of tate hu r6ce:t.ftd fro ootor- SzU~ a. ccpy of 
the t.xt or ~ l tter Whic 1n general t~e te fort Dootor 
............ -'s vi • conee:tni relattona twen the UDit statee 
and net Rusda and wh1 suaeflt• to abal • ta.1.J.a Cll.r'tdn 
aoureu o'f acticrm. Wh1ch ttoctol" $1Uard fawn. 

'l'he request D1Sd 0,. ctor S.U to~ sion or au-
t.ht>ri :y to transmit the let sr appears 'to have IIVlde with • 
dew toward U. uible p 11 :bU!ty or the ao-callld 14Ettm 
Act (l. t t. 613). 

e u i. of the text t b letter ve&l th t it 
purports to deal with tttnt feet · . the tor 
the Unit d State -nlch ve betm and are now und · ctive d1s-
G.tsts1 n lbet the ~ve:mmenta of 'I a Urd.ted •t tea aDd the 
~... ...... Uld.on, as well ~ UIOilg the tatea • ot the Un1 ted 
Natio s. lt ia t lleftd tha he aaion of t ~ letter 
would. of W in reaol h~ obl..,.. under di cu !on. lt 
io11 ot courM, the right t f!IYflrT citizen to g1 public expreadOcll 
of hi so 'fi_, ooncvnlbg the coildtmt ~ berlcan f'eretp 

:licy u MJll • hi• opinioua " tbe sure• Tih1oh he 
i"ael• fun .er the tntereSt.s or t . United te' ~ 
cause or .rld p ce. 'he Depa.rtutent doe• not feel call upon 
to · :t concvnlng \he. val1M't7 o£ l)oot\or Sailud t s viewa r 
M8 right to gtv• bl1c exprea.,!on to1 them. 

It. 18 
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